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l)f.:rlr.'; that terrible space which
follpwed an  oternity of  thoe
rolled slow!® tlirough the Jittle enbin
on the Gray Loon—that  elernity
which les somewhere between life
apid death pnd which B sometimes
meted out th g homan hife o seconiin

initoad of ronn
i thoxe seeonds Pierrot did' not

move from where he stood in the
doorway. McTaggart, bhubdled ovor
with the weizht in his apme.  2md

staring at Plarrot, did not move. Thit
the Willow’s ayes wore opening. Aml
i oonvolsive guiver wan through the
body of Baree, where he luy hear the
wall, There wax not the sound of »
breath, And then, fo thar silence, n
gropt gusping sob cante from Nepoess

Thet Plerror sriered ro life,  Tike
McTaggart, be had left his cont ami
mittents antehle, e spoke, and lis
It wan

i stonpge volos,
The great God bas sent me back

L twhsted htmpelf 1o

Vierrot dul not touck the knile in bis
helt. When they came toguther, It
wns thrant to  thront—twa beasts
now, iostend or one, for Piarcot had

in him the fury and strength of the

solf, the eat, sml the panther,
MeTapzart was the bigger ani

Nepveler wman, a glant 1n stédngth:

yeb in the fuce of Piecrot's fury he
lurched haek over the table and went
down. with a' erpsh. Maey times In
hin lifa he had fought, but he had
never folt o grip at his throat like

the grip of Pierrot's hands. They
nlmost crushed the Hfe from him at
onee.  Jlin peek  sunppod—n  Tittle

ey, antl it wonld have broken., He
stppele oul biindly frong Nis baek, snd
throw off  the
welght of the halfbeond's body. Bt
PVieerol was fastoned theee, an See
kooxesw the eraiiae hod fastened ir-
seif at the juglar of the partridge,
atwl Husli MeTrggart's laua slowly
sweng open, nmi his face began to
turn from red to purple.
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ove af the black devila of chance that

favored him again, €or in his exciles |
ment he had oot siapped the wafety

shut affer shooting Hares. Now bho!
biedl ondy strength left to pull the trig-

zer. Twice Lis forefinger elosed, |
Twicn there came deadened sxplosion
cloae to Plirrot’s body.

In Piereot's fuce Nepoose pnw what
had bapponed. Her heart died in hee
hirenst ax whe looked upon the swift
and teceiple change wronght by sud-
den denth. Blowly Pisrrot steaighten-
wL His oyes wore wide for o moment |
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witle and staring. Ile made 0o
wouni.  She conld not see Lin lips |
move, And theo he fell toward fer,
so that MeTuggarts body was free
Blindly and with an sagony that gave
no evidenes it ery or word she flung

hierself down beside hlm. He !
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