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The Crisis at Salem. :

T is a critical situation at Salem. The legislature is
ewbroiled with Governor Picree. The house organi-|
zation is embroiled with the joint ways and means com: |
mittie, The appropriations necessary to the carrying
of eurrent state activities have not been made, Revenues
to meet necessary appropriations are insufficient. The|
governor says he will not permit the levying of an ad-|
ditional tax on tangible property to meet them, and do: |
mands that provision be made through special taxes,
The ways and means committee shows inelination to eam-
ply with the governor's demands. The house organiza-|
tion and many leaders in both branches refuse, '
The 40 days preseribed by tha constitution for a leg-
islative session have expired. The legislature is per-
forming overtime service, Its pay has stopped. Fvery-
body i8 under stress of anger or resentment or anxiety
to get through, Members who are interested in speeial
measures of their own see danger that the legislature
will never get to consideration of them. They are ready
to trade and barter; to give support lo other measures
in exchange for assurance of consideration nnd support
for their own. Disposition of measures under such con- |
ditions is not likely to be determined on  their merits,
a log-rolling process is in its full flower. In sneh a
sitnation almost anything can happen, and from what|
does happen under such condifions the public usually |
gets little better than the short end,

The governor blames the legislnture for the snarl
and the legislature blames the governor, There is Dlume
1o be placed on both sides. Neither has striven so hard
for the public weal as for having its own way.

There is yet time for the governor and the legis-
lature to get together and adjust necessary things from
the standpoint of the public interest. There will be time
enough alterwards for reeriminations ns to who brought
on the erisis, What the governor and the legislature |
owe to the people now is 16 elear up the erisis. !

An Editor's History of Oregon. |

HE written works of an editor to not live unless they
are given expression through chanuels other than
Iijg newspaper columns, The editor may be a true leader
of the thought of Lis generation; his work may be vastly
valunble and interesting for its cconomie, historieal and
ethical feachings aud ils literary excellence, amd the

principles which he inculeates through it may become ®

ermanently established within the zone of his influonee
B}' aid of his efforts, but Lis editorinls will not he reud
or quoted or rememberad by succeoding generations, Yor
the newspaper from day to duy is an evaneseent thing, |

Hoevey W: Stott, Inte edifor of The Ovegoninng, Tis
been the outstanding editor of  Orogon’s  journslistic
history up 1o now. Ile was a mun of towering intelloet,
a profound thinker and o brillinnt scholar.  For more
than 40 years he wrote for The Oregonian and directodl
its editorial poliey. Ho brought to his work, besides the
qualifications already named, a tireless industry. The
brillianey of his writings was recognized alike hy those
who agreed with him and those who differed from him. |
1lig complote eommand of basie buckground-facts con-|
cerning every subjoct that he discnssed was the admira-
tion of all who read his writings.

Mr, Seott’s interest was bound up in the newspaper
that ho edited, and he songht no published avenues  of*
expression outside of its columns. One of the subjeets
on which he wroto best and with greatest authority was
Oregon history., Himself a member of a ploneer family
who had come to Oregon from ineis in 1862, he had
geen that hisfory in the making and had part in it. Much
of what he wroto on the subject was  from  personal
knowledgo of his own. The 1est was from fivst hund
information and from original delving in the rvecords.
Within the period of his editorship he wrofe and pub
lished in  The Orogonian articles which in their maoss
entirety onrried every essentinl event and step and

every pertinent phase of the beginnings, the rise, the

wth and the development of the Oregon country.

That this vastly valuable and humanly written ree
ord did not meet the fate of future obsenrity, for the
reasons set out in the beginning of this artiele, is due
to the enferprise, ability and devoted effort over a

eriod of years of a son of the late editor, Leslic M.

cott. The younger Scott las taken from the newspaper |
files in which his father's work appeared these editor
jale. He has cross-indexed, nunotated and appendised
them and has so avranged {heir sequence that they form
a consccntive compilation, o has supplemented them
with some fow articles from addresses prepared and giv

en by the elder Scott, and with some valuable contem-
poraneons articles of other origins. The vesult is an au

thoritative and complete work which has been published |
in six volumes, entitled ““History of fhe Oregon Coun
trey, ! and which is, in the view of gualified erities who
have seanned the work, in many respeets the most valu
able contribution yet made to the historical literature
of Oregon.

In tho work preparatory to compilation  Leslic M.
Beott recovered, scanned and selected from morve than
10,000 articles of Harvey W. Scott’s anthorship. This
gtatoment of faet gives a glimpse of the magnitude of
the task which he has performed. That he was actuatod
by no purpose of financial gain (the edition of the work
is limited to 600 copics) but sought only to perpetuste
his futher’s lifework and to make a  eontribution of
valuo to Oregon literafure, adds to the appreciation that
pubic opinion will accord his effort.

A majority in the legislature recognizes the fal-
laey of any attempl to inculeate religion by compulsion
Qarland's bill to enforee the reading of the Hible in
the schools has gone the way of La Folleit's hill
1o compel the posting of the Lord’s prayer in industrial
plants.  Both mensures wore Killed.
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THE Amesican Federation of Labor
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of a receiver. . H. Dwemnray of
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-
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Furty-five boys of the Seanida Cen
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sry clubs, peeording to E. W, Me
Mindes, fo charge of the boys' pml
gleld® elub work in the county, |
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Hy CHESTER H. ROWELL
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These amendments were submitted
1740, and, never having been ratified, |
are still pendlog. T4t us hopo that fle
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 23—The
condition of Hepresontative Garner of
‘l'exus, who is {ll with pneumonin, was
vepiorted today as virtunlly unchanged |
from yesterday when considorable jm- |
provement was noted. He was said to
have rested ensily during the night. |
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