when the morning paper published a so-callsd proposition rraml
a number of farmers in the McKenzie valley, suggesting the ad-|
visability of joining with an irrigation company formed there,the |
pity to build a power plant, and the irrigation company to con-|
tinue the ditch for their own purposes. The proposition, how-|
ever, does not come from the irrigation company, or any mein-|
ber of the company, and at no time in the past has such & propo-|
sition been made to the present council, the proposed power site|
| having been filed upon many months since by the irrigzation
company, being, therefore, beyond the reach of the city, unless
it had been voluntarily surrendered to them, a step that has
never been taken.

The informal suggestion made through the moming paper
at this time is the result of the work among the farmers of one
of the most ardent supporters of the corporation ticket in Eu-
gene, and those who signed it, paturally anxious for an irrigation
experiment and led to believe that this step would aid them, did
not fully understand the import of their action as bearing on
the result of the local election pending in this city. While the
proposition is not endorsed specifically by the opponents of the
municipal ownership candidates, they naturally seized upon it as
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on the opposite side, flooding farms there and no doubt
incurring strenuous opposition from land owners who would be
injured thereby, Thus the city, should it have the legal right to
take up a proposition (if any is formally made) from this irri-
gation corporation to construct the most expensive part of the
work with money derived from the sale of Eugene municipal
bonds, would probably have more injunction suits on its hands
than it has now.

Of course, the corporation candidates do not endorse the
scheme, more than to give it publicity in theirnewspaper organ,
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i EUGENE IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR

: Some of the ontside newspapers, in commenting on the city
campaign, and the space devoted to it in the newspapers, ex-
press Ithe-,.qp!‘n_lgn that such contests do not attract homeseek-

ers, #ind aré altogether injurious to the interests of a town.
Quite k&if'l-ke observation is correct, but conditions such as
have existed in Engene for four or five years past must be right-

ed at any cost, in order that the city's future be made secure
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and its' growth and prosperity permanent. i

ssues lies their only hope of success; They have
announced, however, we Rre reliably informed, that they will
uinvestigate” it in case of their election. Just what t.pis means
we do not pretend to know, and they appprfntly do not choose to
explain. Whether an irrigation scheme with the money of Eu-
gene taxpayers is seriously conzidered, under a competent en-
gineer, which will cost a great deal of money, or if the matter is
merely to be left to the judgment of one John F. Ross, who ar- |
rived from Colorado the other day and at once ltl:mk active
charge of the Willamette Valley Company's campaign, remains

for the future to unfold. ‘
We do not believe, however, that this sort of a dodge will have

very much effect upon the result of next Monday's election. [

lack of definite i

John T. Ross, of Oolorado, who seems to be perniciounsly ac- |
tive for a non-resident, is, we understand, organizing a party in|
Eugene for the express and avowed purpose of visiting the site
of the proposed McKenzie river power plant !o_morrow, and con- |'
demning it as unsuitable. Ross is not a civil engineer, hut a
banker, and if he is to chaperone the party it is safe to say hial
report will ot be disappointing to his corporation employers, |
Johnny has got his gun; and being a stranger, has either been
misled into believing that this is the open season for bagging
municipal ownership candidates, or that Eugene is simply a
corporation game preserve.

The Oregon Electric officials are to decide upon immediate
extension work during the present week, so the Portland papers
say. It would be the proper thing for the Commercial Club to
try to induce them to visit Eugene. In this way we might show
them what they are missing by not having a line to this city.

The people along the line of the proposed Eugene & Pacific
electric railway are ready to give the company substantial sup-
port, It is up to Eugene to do the right thing at the right time
—NOW.

And now Jim Hill has given Ed Harriman a quit claim deed
to Oregon. It is some satisfaction to the people of the state to
know definitely who owns them.

The Eugene woolen mills are advertising for more help. That
is an excellent sign of increasing prosperity. .

L

The Willamette valley needs railroad development more than
anything else.
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ing must be strenuously contended for. Jus¥ as it has become
almoit an invariable rule that a gold mine of value must of ne-
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cessity pass through a period of contest and litigation in the
courts, so a municipality whose public utilities and franchises
are valuable or likely to become so are always & bone of conten-
tion. Private corporations, headed by men of wealth, realize
early the possibility of future profits and begin the process of
soquiring these valuable rights and privileges. But some-
times the people object fo surrendering rights that they . feel are
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justly theirs.

That is the situation in Bugene—a city with a future—and
the private corporations controlling public utilities die hard. If
the community were lifeless and its future growth uncertain,
this struggle would have ended quickly, and to the shrewder in-
vestors and more experienced observers of city-building the ad-
vertisement given Eugene during the past four years has not |
been altogether bad. They realize that such a bitter fight
would never have been waged by the corporations for rights and
franchises that are not considered worth n great deal of money,
either at the present time or in the near future.

That is all there is or ever has been to this long-drawn.ont
struggle over water, lights and power. The city wants to pre- |
serve the rights a private corporation would wrest from them.
The issue to be decided next Monday i» whether there is to be a
city-owned light and power plant, or oue owaed by a private cor- |
poration. Defeat Mayor Matlock and the ticket he heads and
the fight is lost—at least for years to come. The opposing
candidates wefuse to commit themselves to any definite policy
on the subject, but raise objections to the McKenszie plant. They
simply desire the defeat of the only definite plan of relief that
has been set on foot; if they accomplish this they have probably
won the fight for all time, Anywny, they have prolonged their
hold upon the ecity for years to come. When the Ritchey creek
proposition was pending The Guard predicted that its defeat
would end the agitation for a gravity water system, although
the corporation and its friends at that time declared they fa
vored gravity water on a differeny plan. It was simply a dodge
to fool the people into continuing their pumping graft—and it
worked successfully. Just as this paper predicted the gravity
plan has been abandoned and the only talk heard now is for a
well supply. At this time, if the corporation can mislead the
voters by raising unfounded and unrensonable objections to the
McKenzie power plant and compass the defeat of Mayor Mat
logk, there will be no municipal power plant installed anywhere,
or at any time.

That is the only issue in this campaign-—city.owned lights
and power, or Willamette Valley Company lights and power. If
the former, municipal ownership of the water system, seoured
after yenrs of struggle, will be made profitable and sucoessfnl; §
the city may be ligl:tud more cheaply and botter than any other
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in the Northwest, and suborban residents need npot grope in
darkness owing to the inability of the city to light liu.-n-st:.-‘-. ts

If the power plant®s abandoned, and the Willamette Vai
ley Company maintains it} monopoly—well, we lenve R%6 T
telligent voter to draw his own conclusion
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