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The Mystery of
The Yellow R
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CHAPTER XVII.
r The inesplicable Gallery.

LLE BTANGERSBON uppear-
@ ot the door of her aote-
rooms,”  continues llouleta-

b Lille's notebook. “We werg

Wewr wer door ot grllery where this

Sdredible  phonomenon  bad  taken

wluce. There are moments when one

Teels as U upo's braln were about o

Burst. A bullet fin ale bead, o feacture

S e whdll, the seat "ol renwon sl

Tered- w il only these van 1 compare |

the seusaiivo whilcl extinusted aod keft

wier vekl.of sense.

“Euppily Mile. Stangemson upprared
wn the threshold of Ler sutervom.: |
ww hor, aod that belped w relievg my
chaotie stele of mind, | Lreatbed bor;
4 lubmled the porfuse of the lady in
Bk who bed been kiod to e Iy
my ehlldbosd whain | should uvever
s nguln. 1 owould have given ten
Touoe of my Ule—bLalf uy Lic—to see

tery, expiiin 1t to us und we shall per-
hiapgs be able to snve yon! How [
longed to wave her—from berself and
' from the other! It brought the tenrs
fre my eyes,

“Who can toll that, whoul® we learn
the secret of her mystery, i would not

precipltate & tmagedy more tereihls
thun thit which had nlready been en-
acted here? Who can tell I It mighi
not menn her death?  Yer it had
bronght her clowe to death, nnd  we
wtill knew mothiog, or, mther, there
e swome of s whe know nothlng,
But 1=If 1 knew whe, 1 shoold know
all. Whot Whoe? Not kpowlng wlhio,
1 must rewaly sllent out of pity for
hor,  For there s no doabt thar she
knows how he escnped from the yellow
roous  When | know who 1 will speak
1o him=to him!

“Hhe ooked ot us now, with a far
nwiy took In her eyew, na If we were
not W the chamber. AL Stanzerson
Lroke the wilence. He declaved thal,
benceforth, e would no more absent
Limself from his  daughter's apart
She tricd to oppese him In

qice wore the Jdy Lo black, Al
4 no wore weet bee but from thine w
lne, nod yel, und yet. how the woem
ary wf that perfuine, felt by me alobio,
wnrrdes v baek to the dilys of my
wbldbood! |1 was Ahis wharp remloder
Ardua wy Leloved perfume of the Wdy
&1 Llack which uuule we ge (o her,
essed wholly o white und so pale, so
e und so Lonotful, oo the thresbold
wl the esplicabile gallery, Her benu-
Allut golien Lalr, gutliered ate n koot
oy Ui back of ber neck, bkelt visthle the
il sue on loe terake which had so
anirdy Leon the cauwil of her demtln
Fhen 1 st got en the right trsck
af Aue mystery af this case 1 had
ZangGied that eu the night of the wag-

a ber hale ln Lands, [ut,

«yin yellow roomy Mlle, Btupger-

1oep. how could L have inwmglined other-
“-._ltwlnm 4 not been in the yel
W mom®

“Gut now, since the m of
theginexplicable gullery, | did oot rea-

Swmadet all 1 stood thore. stupld, befory

W wuparition—co pale and so bea
rbol Ao, Stangereoil Blie was elsd,
Eu & dromalie gavis of dreamy whito,

e it baye ke bee W be a
g vetli-a lovely phaotom.  Tler father
sl hee B LB et aod Lled lior.
pessioiiatoly, s 0 e had recovorsd
Ler acer belug fong tost to Dim. ™ 1
<ooel not guedtion her,  Hedrew her
oo e vooin, pud we followed them—
e wee baul tr kunw? i bie door of the
Beeadule was epen.. The terrifled faces
Wl e Lo ke eraned towand us,
Ates Larugaesot mpaisel the meaning
o ol Use dislurbasice  That she was
smit L s own pooin wae qulte eaxlly
wiplo e l—quie eurlly, Hle bad o
oy nut o weep (hat alight oo hee
slustior, Lot i (e boadole with bor
A oek o e Cooet ou tliem,  Sinee
e wlzhit ef Uie criive sliy Lad oxperi-
socad teelings of terpar, and foars cnine
oot Ber that are eusily to be compre-
Begalof :

“fut who venld Linngine that on that
partienine nlght wheo e was to come
Al wotdd Ly n meee ehinnce dotorm bne
e shiol bereed( In with her women?
Wi woatl think that she would net
cente oy 10 hor Gither's wish to leep
o the uwiig voomn ¥ Who conld | be-
Hece that the lotlee which had so re-
evedly Leen on tho table I ber room
woekd oo loiger be there? [le who
okl wnderstuud all thiv would have
Mo muronie thist Mile, Staugemson kuew
Wt e munderer was  comlng--she
ekl not prevent his comiug agnin—
anksoin 1o ler futher, ankoown to all
but to AL Robert Durzae,  For e must
know it wow. [Perhaps be bad known
before! Did be remember that
Dlvse o the Rlrsee ganden, “Must |
meminll m crlive, theo, v win you¥y
Aeniwt whoos the erime IF oot aglist
e eolmtuwcle, mninnt the munlerer?
“Ak, X would kill him with my own
Burel?  And 1 replied, *You bave not
smwwered my qiestion'  ‘That was the
weur teathe b trotlo In troth, M. Dare
e kpew the wurderer so well that,
wihlle wishing to ki bim hinself, he
wus afrald 1 should find blin.  There

"

o, secotd, Decause ahe woald be the

LITETES
vialn. He adbered firmly o bis pur
pove.  He wonld Justall himself there

thin very nlzhi, be sald,  Bolely con-
remed for the health of his dougbter,
tie reproached hor for havhig left her
bed. Then Le suddenly begnn tnlking
to hur as I she were 8 Httle chilld, He
smiled ar her und seemed not to know
wither what he sald or what be did

The Hlustrions professor’ hud lost his
hoad. ABbe Stngerson in o tone of
tendor distress snld, ‘Father, fatherl
Daddy Jncquew blows lils nose. ot

Frederio Larsan himself is obliged to
torn awwy to hide hls emotion, For
myself, | am able pelther to think or
feel I felt a coptempt for mywelf,

“It wan the Hmt tlme that Frederie
Larsnn, ke myself, fouud hlmself
face to face with Mlle, Stangerson
aliee the sttek In the yellow room,
Like me, he bird glited on belog- al-
lowed to question the unhappy Iady.
but he had not, any more than bad L
been permitted. To hlm, a8 to we, the
spme answer hod nlways beon given:
Allte. Btangerson wns too weak to re-
eelve mn. The questioniugy of the -:jd
amining magktmte had overfatls
hor. 11 was evidently. Intended not to
give wa any alstupce . In our pro-
sonrclien: [ owus pol surprised, but
Troderie. Tneson bud always resented
thin conduct. [t s troe that he and |
hod o totally diforent theory of the
erlme. 1 ostill catelr mysellf repeating
from the depths of my heart: ‘Save
her! Save her wliboot hils spealiing?
Wi b he—the murderer? . Take Wim
o whut his mouth.
milde it elenr that tn order 1o shat his
muouth he must be killed. Hove 1 the
rizht to kil Mile. Btangerson's mur-
deror? No, 1 hod not.  But let him
only give me the chance! Lot me fod
oot wimther he fa really o ersdture of
feab uod blosd! Lot me see his dead
budy, elnce It cannot be taken alive,

“If I conld Lint make thisn woman,
who does not even look mt us, under-
sind! She ls pbsorbed Ly her fears
nud by her fathor’s distress of mind,
And Uenn do pothilig to save her. Yes,
1 will go 10 work once miore and ne-
complish wondems.

*I move toward her. T would speak
ter het, 1 weuld etittest ber (b have
cottlidence nowe 1 wontd, 1 o word,
mnke ber underotmod —sbie alone—thit
1 know bow the muarderer  escnpaed
from the yelow woom, et 1 have
Fuensed the muotives for ber seereey,
nnd that § pity her with all my beart.
Tt by ter gosturos she begged us to
leave her alone, exprossing wenrlngss
nnd the need for lnomediste rest. M,
Stnngemnon ssked s 1o go back to our
roonss and theeoked ue  Frederle Lar-
sin and 1 boweld to blin, and, followed
by Daddy Jucques, we reguloed the
gallery. 1 bewed Larsan murmur:
‘Bomoge! Struoge!” He made a sign
to me to go with bl Into his room,
(e the threshold be turned towand
addy Jucques,

U yeu see Bim distinetly T be
anked

e Whe T

*“The mnn

“Enw bMm! Why, he had o blg red
bavisrdd mpd ped hair”

ey bow he mppeaved to we,' 1
sl

“And re me" sald Lacsan.

klor proticted,
1w b the chnmber—her room.
Bosk v trer. alao ot the place where the
Detoer bl Just now been.  She has pus-
wmmmrd bersell of H; It was evideutly
Butevaded for her-—eovidently. low ahe
remnldm’ Treobles st the strange
Ber father s telling her, of the
* of the er In ber cham-
und of the porsull.  But It s plain-
Ta be ween that whe s not wholly

i

i

Bhd been told  that
by wmome Incomprehensible
mruws bad been able (o elude ux
“Then followed n ailence. What n |
*Eeore? We are all theee—looking nt |
e ber fther, Larsat, Dadds Jaeques
and L What were we all thinking of
W the st e Afler the roeats of
Burk nie™, of the fivetory of the (e
reatle ealflery, « " e pev b fadt
LLE L T AR T
v, W iedd
Pemglite wi=Ar fheve Doen teinsiated
e the wonts wlrioh were ad
o AT, “Voun v Lomwr oF e v

h

By \be amurapee given her |

vr In her |
wns thist wll onr

“The greut Fred aud | were alone

Tl b ehwmber bow (o talk uver this |

thing, We talkel for mn bour, turn
g the matter over and viewlng I
from every side, Frowm the questlons
put by hlm, from the explanation
wlhich e glves we, It o clear to me
thint B spite of sl our seases Le i
perpanded the wan disappearsd by
wome secrel passage o (e chateao
Kiowu te him along.

*'He knows the chateaw,” be mid to

the | e e Knows U well”

“He I8 u rather tall man, well
bulte,” | suggestad,

*‘He & as ! as be wants to be'
murinured Fred

*o) wodelgand, | mid  “But bow do
yom account for bs red balr aod
beard ¥

““Tou wach beard, o moch hair—
fubae sy Fred

v at's euxily snhl.  You are al

wuys i hinking of Kobert Darsac. You

eon't pget rlld of that Mea! 1 am cer-
lresae |mm it be b lnmscent ”
ks wuche e Letter. 1 bepe o,

ut AL Darzae |

THE EUGENT?
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but’ everything condemnd Wlm, Lm
you notice the warks on' the carpet?
Come ‘und look nt them.

0 bive seen them. They are the
marks of the neat Woots the same s
those we saw on the border of the
Iike.

“iitpn you deny thut they belong to
Robert Darzact

SO cottree one may be mistnken,'

*[ave yow notleed that those foot-
prints oply go In one directlon, that
there are o return marks?  When the
min ennie from the chamber, pursued
by all of us, his footsteps left no tracves
belingd them,”

“‘He hnd perbnps been In the eham.
ber for houres. The mod from his boots
bad deled, nod he moved with such
rapldity on the polots of his twes. We
auw Llm running, bot we dikl not hear
his steps’

“I suddenly por an end to this ldle
ehatter, vold of any logie, and mode o
s!ixn to Larsan to lsten
* “There, below, some one 18 shuttig
a door.'
=1 rise. Larsan follows me.
descend to the pround toor of the
chntent. 1 Jend bim to the Httle seml
elrenlir moom  wmler the tereace  he
neutl the window of the on' turmlog
gnllers. | polnt o rhe HE, Baw
elimed, open o Alhort thoe before, aoder
whileh o shaft of Hght s vislile,

ST foreat Keoper!” suys Frod,
“Come ou! 1 whisper.

*Propoared. 1 know ngr why, to be-
Heve that the keeper I8 the gullty: man
I go to the door aud rap smartly on it |

“Some mizht think that we were
eathor late In thinklng of the keeper,
slnee our first business, after having
found that the murderer hod eseaped
u4 In the gnllery. ought to have peen
to genrch overywlhere elseé—aronnd the
chatonu, In the park—

“Had this eritlelzm heen made at the
Hme we conld only hove answorsd that
the nseassin had disappenred from the
gnllery In ssch a way that we thowszh
he wis uo lnnger aoywhere! He hod
elnded ns when we nll bad our hands
siretehed out refdy to selze him-—
when we were nlmost touching him
Wi hnd no longer noy pround for hop-
|Inu that we conld olear up the mys
| tery of that nhzht,

YA snon ns L oenpped ot the door it
wias opensd, and the kKeeper fxked ns
quletly what we wanted. He wiae une
dressed and preparing to o o hed
The hed had nor yot boen diapurbed
*Wo entered nnd T aMested surprise
“Not gone to boed yer ¥
*INo” he replied eoushly. 1 hnve
boeen mokings o round of the park and
fn the woods, 1 nm only just back-
Land sloepys - Good nlshe?

SOLdmtent T oeakl, An hour ago thers
wiag n lndder close by vour window.”
SO hat ladder? | did nat see any
ladder  Goed nloht®
“and he simply ot

We

e ot of the

room. When we wore ontelde 1 Tnoked
nt Larsan, s foee wos lmpeneien
Ile."

CHAPTER XVIII.

Roulefabills Has Drawn a Circle
Between the Two BDumps on His
Forehead.

1 sepamated on the thresholds
uf onr mooms with o melnn
alioly  shnke of the hands

fEal's  waRo oan

birnin, w Intellleent,. Bur  withoue

method. . Fdild wet go to bed. T awnalt

ol the coming of da¥llght and then

wint down to the front of the chntean

and mndo o detour, examiniug every
trave of foorsteps coming toward It or
golng from It Thess, however. were

o mixed and confusing that 1 coubl

muke nothing of them. Here | miny

miake o pemark—1 pm not aocustomsl
to attuch an exaggernted lmportance

to exterior signs left In the track ot a

1 erlme,

"The method which traces the oflm-
sl By mieans of the tracks of his fool
Kepu [ altogethor primitive So many
footprints ave hlontieal. s However, In
the disturbed state of imy mimd 1 ¢id
B0 uto the teserted conrt amd di loak
at all the fooiprip®s | conld tod there
wooking for some ludleatlion as a Lasis
for reasoning

UL eotthd Bt Bnd n rlght starting
{point! In despade 1seated irself onon
Ear veer an hour 1 bishsd s
aelf with the comnton, ondlnnry wor

Like the least lutell)
| gent of defectives | went oo Wlind)
| over the trices of foolprints which told

e Just no more o i conld,

1 enme o the conclusion that 1 was
a (ool lower tn the seile of Intelligonce
than even the pollce of the modern ro.
mancer, Novelists bulld mountalns of
stupldity out of a footpeiut oo the
mand or from an impression of a hand
on the wall, That's the way Innocent
men are brodght to preison. It might
convinee an "\:mmwlg maglstmie o
the boad of & detectiTe department, Lot
1l|’n not proaf. Yoo writers forget thot
whist the senses furtitsh s not pee
1 1 am taking cog

| stong,
|

| of & polledmian

tfilzatice of whot

offerml me Ly wy W = [ du s byt
to bring the rosults withlo the ofr
of oy reason.  Thst virele may e

|
1

DAILY GUARD,

orlzinal |
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never used the evidence of the spiiscs
but a8 seryants to my reason. I bave
| mever permitted them to become my

| master, ‘They have not wada of me
| than &

thnt monstrous thing—worse
[ blind man—n man who sces falsely
And that Is why [ enn trlomph over
| your ercor and your wierely anlmal In
telligence, Frederic Larsan,

“Be of good conrsge. then, FrienA
Rouletabille; It in hupossitle that the
Incident of the Inexplicable gullery
should be outside the clrcle of your
reason. You know that! ‘Then huve
falth and take thought with yourself
and forget not that you took hold of
the right end when you drew that clr
cla In your braln within which to un.
ravel this mysterious piay of elreom-
stnnce.

“To It, ones agnin! Go back to tha
gullery. 'Take your stand on your
reason and rest there ns Frederle Lar-
AN rests on his cane. You will then
soon [irove that the great Fred Is noth-
Ing but a fool —80th October. Noun,

“JOSEPH ROULETABILLES

. . - . . .

“1 neted as @ plauned. With head op
fire, I retraced my way to the gallery,
and  without having found anything
more than I had seen on the previovs
nlght, the right hold [ kad taken of my
reuson drew me to somethlng 5o lmpor-
tint that I was obllged to cling to It to
duve myself from falllng.

“Now for the strength and patience
& find sensible traces to Gt ln with
my thinking—and these must come
within the, clrele §| bove drawn  be-
tweon the two bumps on my forehead
~80tn October, Midnlght

“IDSKRPH ROUVLETARILLE."

CHAPTER XIX.

Rouletabille Inviies Me 1o Break.
fast at the Donjon Inn.

T wis not untll luter that Toule-

I wihieh he hoad  written ar
length the story of the phe-
nowenon of the Inexplleable gallery

thot I Laye reloted, telling me also
how he bhod spent several hours I
Paeld, whore he hnd learped nothing
thnt could be of any belp to him.

The event of the inexplicable gul-
lery hod openrred on the nlght between
the 20th and 80th of October—thnr s
to say, three doye before my return to
the chateau. It was an the 24 of
November, then, thai @ weng back to
the Glandler, surimoned there by my
friend’s teiseram amd tiking the re-
volvers with me,

I am now In Ronletnbllle's room, and
he s (i lsbied Lig ceelial

While e hall boon telllng me the
gtory | nothead him eontfonnlly rubbilng
the glass of the eveglasses he
formedl onthe slide tnhle. From the evi
dient pleasvre he was taking in hone
ding them 1 felt they musgt be one of
those sensihle ovidentes destined to en.
ter what be bod enllid the elecle of the
elght end of bis reuson.

When he had Oolalasd bis reclinl bhe
neked me whiat 1 thovght of It 1 -
plsd that 1 owas moel prested by his
nuestlon,
1o my ten, to take my reason lu band
by the rlight eml.”

“Fory wall,” L el *1t pecms to me
that the polat of departore of my reg.
gon would be thilg—there can e no
donbt that the mutderer you pursaed
was o the gullerg T poosed.

“After moking so good o =tart,
ouzhit not to stop so soon,' he exclalm-

eill, “Come, mnke anothor efort.*
TNty Sinee he disappeared from
the galiory without paesiss through

auy door or window, e must hiave
eapoed by gowe other openlog ™

Ronfetabille lookad at me pirsloagly,
Al carelesds mnd remned that |
W ke d postmuin or—llke
| Frs i

=

Hetabilllie Gl alternnte firs of wd
thon and disilitin for pront
IE ol depended o2 th wheilies

s discoveries tallied with [owle
tnbkile's redsontig of vot. Wihen they
did e would exelnlm. *He 1s ronlly
great!™ When they diil not. be would
grunt amd mntter, *What an ns
was n peity ®lde of the noble charnoter
of this sUrange youth,

We had risen, nnd he lod me into the
park. When we ronched the court nnd
wore making townrd the gate, the
sound of blinds thrown back against
the wall made us tirn our heads, snd
wo miw nt o window on the fimt floor
of the chatedn the ruddy aod cleay
shaven face of o person | Akl not ree
ot bte,

“Hello!™ muottersd Ronlétabllle, “Ap
thur Rance!” e Jowered hix bend,
Pauickened Wis pace, and 1 heard bl
I nsk Wimselr betwesn hig teeth: “Wias
e 10 the chatean that onight?  What
18 he dolng bere

We had gone some distance from the
chatoan when | asked blm who this
|Al‘t!l1lr Rance was apd how he ol
some 1o know bl He referred to hi
s#tory of that worning, and | remem
bersd thar Mr Arthur W
the Amerlean from Phiksdelplila with
:\\ how Lo bait had so many delnks ar
the Elysee recueption

“Bat was be not to have et Praoee
oN1 Tnme®inely ™ 1 asked
“No doubi; thar's why | am ane

|

e

| prised to find bim here atill and ot
jonly In France,
| Glandler

bt ve all, at the
He (i not arrive this
morning, und be did not get here lust

nleht He must have got here bofore
dinner, then Why dido’t the con
erEes Inll me

wlty

ul

Wl my friend, apropos of the
< that he had oot yet told me
Al ed him 1o get torrr set 0t

wl

wWont clise to thelr lodze, M ang
b R W us coming A o
1 thele happy faces

il harbor no TH fieel AL

* o
&
e e
e e
of thelr detentlon. My young friend | concerned, M, Darz,

asked thom at what hour Mr. Arthur
fiance had arrived. They aoswered that
they did not know e was at the cha-
u-nil. He must have come during the
evening of the previous night, but they
had not had to open the gate for him,
becnuse, belng o grent walker nud not
wishing that a carringe shoukd be sent
to meet him, be was neenstomed (o get
oft ot tho Nttle hamlet of Salnt Michel,
troro whicl he cume to the chintenn by
wity of the forest, He reached the
park by the grotfo of Salnte Gene-
vleve, over the lttle gate of which,
glying on to the park. he elimbed,

As the concierges spoke | saw Roule-
tabltle's tace elond over and exhibit dis-
appointment —n  dlsappointment, no
doubr, with himself, Evidently be wns
a lttle vexed, after having worked so
much on the spot, with so minute o
ptudy of the people und events ot the
fiandier, that he bad to learn now

|that Arthur Rance was nccustomed to

visle the chntenu.

on say that A, _.\rlhur Rance Is
accustomed to come to the chutenu.
When did he come bere last?”

e et tell you exactly." roplied
Mme. Boroler.  "We conldnt
while they were keeping os in prison.
Resldes, us the gentlgman comes fo
the chateny without passing through
our gate hoe goes nway by the way le
somes.”

“Do yon know when be came the
frst thme?

“Oh, yes,
wo."

“Ho wns In France nine years ago,
then,” sald Rouletabille, “and since
that time. ms far s Fou koow, how

mony times hos be been at the Gloo-

dler?”
“Three times."

monsleur! Nine years

On thie day |oarelved ar the Glandler |
and Jolned bl in bis room he pecour- |
el o me, with the grentest detall, oll | eonay fop me this svening.”

had |

Then he Begged we to wy, |

Runee was

“When (il he come the lnst time, as
far as you konow

sy weok before the attempt In the
| yollow poont ™
Roaletabillle

put  another guestion,

trbille senl e the potebook | this time nddresing Blosell partlenlir-

byt the wonin:
“Tn i o of the parguet?™”
vin the grove of the purguoet” she
v led
“Thianks™

suld Rounlerabllle,  “Be
He spokie the lasl words with a finger
on bis Hps as If to command sllence
nnd discretion,
We left sbe park and took the way
to the Ponjon un,
“Di you often eat here?!

il dlso tnke your meals atthe
chinitean”

*Yes, Lorsan and | oare sometimes
gerved 1o ope of our rooms. "™

“Hosn't M. Stangerson ever Invited
Fou to hls own table™

NV

| wre presence at the chnteau
dlsplonse Wl

“Uodon't Kuew: bit, In noy ease, he
does not oike us feel that we dree In
hig woy.™

“Dioesn’t be guestion yon ¥

“Nover, He ls In the same state of
mied as e waos (oot the door of the
yellow moom when bis dougliter was
belng murdered and when he broke
open the door nod dld oot fiod the
murderer He I8 persunded sinee b
could dizeover nothing that there's no
reason why we shoulid be gbile o s
cover fhore than he dld. Byt he has
mide It his duty slvee Lardan ex-
pressed his theory nol to oppose us"

tonletabille buriod himself o thought
ngaln for some thae e nroused ime
self Liter to tell e of how he came 1o
SO0 thee two tonclerges frve

Fou | "1 went Intely to see AL Stangerson
and ok will me s plece of paper o
1 opromise, what
] ep In my

which was wrltten,
ever others miay

K

Birviee oy twao fol 1 sy
eler aed Uis wife! | explain
that DLy slgoing e di

wonulil enabile me 1o conpel
peeple toocapenk onr, nod

W L

tdeelarivg

|
my own as=araiee of ihelre Innoe
of auy part In the crlme

=o hls oplelon
lstente afrer it
the dien It 1o the
then did speak They solit what |owas
cortaln they wonld sy a8 2000 as they
Ore sure they would' not lose tholr

The exnmie
wis slgned

(1]
Wwenlers, who

L

*They confessmd to ponehing on M
Stangerson's oxtatea, and It wus while
they were poaching. on the inight of
the crime. that they were found not far
from the pavillon at the moment when
the outrage was belog  eommittsd,
Some rabbitg they cought In that way
were #old by them to the landlord of
the Donjon nn, who served them to
his customers oF gent them to Parls
That was the truth, a8 | hail goessed
from the first. Do you remembor what
I sald on wnte the Donjon In
"We shall have to ent rid m NE—now
I bnd heand the wopls on the eame
morning when nrrivemd ay tho park

gmate.  You hes Phivnr wlso, Lt yon
AH) not attach any portsnes o them
You meoolle wl we reached the
nark g that we stomn

Ml oo lonk nt o

who was
the wall, lookiy
watoh.  That
hlod v fie day

standiug on | wsten, sald oo

| e
oneé inglde, *We <hin

b have to eat pesd

meat—now.”

*Why thar ‘nowy When xou are, as
P am. n seur of some hidden secret
¥ou can't afo 1o buve ang thiug os.
fape you. You've gt to know the

meaning of ey

thing, We Lnd comep
nto a rather out of the way part of
the country which had beetr turred
topsy turey by o orime and my rearoy
I me o suspect evory phr:.t.tq- that
clfnl-i bedr upon the r\'n*‘m of the d..;\-
Now." 1 ook to an, sioee the ni:l-t:
rm:-". In' the o ¢ of my inguoies,
therefors, | » ind a selation

¥¢ and the trageds
I Wolkn for o

betwoen the

know l

| .
P Mlle. Stangersen had been

#1 bad just Jearned that the con-
elorzes bad been arrested.  Daddy
Mathien spoke of them as of dear
frionds—people for whom one Is sorry.
That wis n reckless conjunctlon of
{deas. 1 sald to myself. ‘Now,' that
the conclerges are arvested, ‘we shall
kave to ent red ment' No more con-
elerges, no more gnme! The hatred ex-
pressed by Daddy Mathien for M.
Stnngerson's: forest keeper—n  hntred
he pretended was shared by the cen-
clorges—led ' me cnslly to think of
ponching: Now, as all the evidence
ghowed the conelerges had not been In
bl ot the time of the triagedy. why
were they abroad thot nlght?  As pur-
tirlpants In the erime? 1 was not dis-
posed to think so, 1 had airendy ar-
rived ot the eonclusion, by steps’ of
wihteh 1 will tell you later—that the as-
gassin lind had no necomplice nnd that
the tragedy held o mystery Letween
Mg, Stangetson and the wurderer, n
‘m_\'hmr,v with

haid nothing to do,
“AVIth that theory In my wmind, 1
setrehod for _proof In their lodge,

favhleh, ns you know., 1 entered. 0

fonnd there under thelr bed some
| springs. nnd brass  wire. ‘Ah’ 1
thonght, ‘these things expinin  why

| they were out in the pirk ot nlght?
| T was not sarprised ar the dogged sl-
ixmm they malntalned before the ex-
aniiming magistrate, even under the ac-
rusation so grive ns that of belng ac.
eomplices  In the crime.  Poaching
would save them from the ngstze court,
bt It owonld loge them thelr places,
und a8 they were poerfectly sure of
thedr {anocence of the crime they

boped It would sdom be estublished,
and then thele ponching mizht go on
ns usunl, They could always vonfess
lnter. |, bowever, bhastened thelr con-
fesslon by moeans of the document M
Stangerson stgued,  They guve all the
necessary proofs’ wers set ot lberty
and bave now n lvely gratliode for
me,  Why id I ot get thew released
suoner? Bocnuse | owns pob suree thot
nothing more than  powchiog wias
agalnst them. 1 wantad to study the
ground. As the days went by, my con-
vietlon became wore nnd more certain
The days nfter the eveuts of the juex-
plicable gaflery 1 hod need of belp 1
could rely on, s I resolved to have
thew releusell at once”

We reached the Donjon Inn and en-
tered .

This tlme we id not see the lund-
lord, but were received with a pleas.
sut smille by the chorming hostess,

“How's  Daddy Mathien?" asked
Rouletbillle,

“Not much better, not much better.
Te Is stilf confined to bis bed."

“Hls rheumatiaw stlll sdeks o him

. Last nlght 1| was azuin
abllzed toglve bl morphlne, the vily
P erug it gives b any rellef

| She spoke In 0 soft valee. Brery,
thiog abonr bher expredsed gentle

Sl . Indeed, o Denutifnl woman,

somewhat with nn ale. of ludulence,
i\\-lln groat vyes seemingly bluek aud
| blue, nmorons exed,  Was she bappy
| with ber crabbed, heumatic husbond ?
Thir seeme nr Jeliiel we, bind onee beon
present did pot lead us to belleve that
she was. Yot there woes somethlog In
fier beating that wis not suggestive
uf despadr,  She dizsappeared loto. the
kitghen to prepure our repust, leaving
on the table o hottle of excellent clder
Rouletabille  fled  our earthenware
muzs loaded hls pipe and guletly es-
| plitliied to we' his reason for aslking
e to vowe to the Glundler with re-
volvers,

Vs besnld contemplotlvely, look-
tng at the cloods of smuoke he wos
puilisg ves. iy dedr Doy, 1 oex-
pect th sin tonlghe.

A brief shence followed,  which 1
tonk care oot 1o Inlerrapt. nod .then
he woent one

onL

“Lust vleht Just ‘as | ‘was golng to
bedd M
room,

::'n e that be wis competled o go to
| Pl the nest day—that 18 (hls morn-
[ The et whish made thils Jo

2 |
DO DoV essairy wus gt once pereptory

| aud mrpsterions. 1 was not possible
for bim o explali 1ts object 1o me. 1
| RO, and yer” be addisd, 1 would glve
|l::,\- e not to teave AMile, Rt ugeraon
at this moment' e did uot try to
lilde thur be belloved ber to be once
more In donger. It will not greatly
nstonlsh me if soiething happens to-
morraw rlght. fe pvowed, ‘and yet I
must be dbsent. § eannot be back at
the Gligdler before the mornlng of the
day nftet tomorrow.’

"I nsked bim 1o explain bimeelf, and
| this s nll be woull tell me. His anticl:
patlo s of roming danger had come to
him rolely from the colnel:

fonee that
| twice nt-
tieked. ood botdy tlmes when he had
been abzent.  Now o
Whi &hinhd st o wwny miast be net-
5 tmider e must by obey-
Ing a will 5 ni v own,  Thnt
wis how [ reasonmd, anil 1 told Lin »o.
haps® | awked bl A
1 wag vompelling Wi
Fthat slie wus not  Iis e

cinferpnee  with

Hene
fresh
the

LETR T
K lil,
i

of @ the poss®ility of o
sgloumled entirely on
wldinary colncldence, “If any-
nppeas to Mlle, Stungerson, he
It would be terrible for both of
for her, becnuse her life would bis
i danger: for we, because | could nel-
ther defend her from the nttack nor
tell of where | had been, | am perfect-
.“... R¥are of the suspleions vust on e,
The eamining mugistrate nnd M, Lar-
A0 are bwth oo the polnt of Lelleving
KL Lorsan tracked me the

¥
lusy

(St Hime | weot to Paris, and 1§ad all
tha trvn Ll he O

oy e In the world to get rld of
A “\\" ¥ doFon not toll me the name
J. *unlerer now If vou know (t¥

which the contlerges |

solivrt Irsie knocked av my |
When be ciome n be contided |
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't Pars hald bean |
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It bnpossible for the r
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