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Bantied Woman?" pe ge. |

to tell you bow It all cotnes about. It
won't tike long. [ want some one to
tell me just what to do, and I'll pay
tor the advice, If It Isn't too expensive
r'm very poor, Mr. Baunsemer. er-
paps you won't care to help me after
vou know that 1 can't ufford to pay
.rl.'ry much.

wwell see nbout that later,” he sald
prusquely. “Go ahead with the story.”

The young woman besltated, glaneed
nervously at her slater as If for sup-
port and_finally faced the expectant
lawyer with n flanh of determination In
ber dark eyes. As she proceeded Banse.
mer silently and somewhat disdainfisly
made & study of the speaker. He con:

eluded that she was scarcely of com-

superficlnl edueation that had been en-
| largeil by conceltedness.  Furthermore,

|she was n person of selfish Instincts,

won orlgln wnd was the popsessor of a |
| note of the fee in the darbook at the

your own ton
he concluded point 1ly.

"l hate New York, Mr Hansemor
David llkes the wost, and 1'1 £0 any
where on earth F it wil Eeep bl from
findlng ont.
adores her!™ she erisd, regret ol ee
stusy mingling In her volee,
my soulf she were only tmine'™ Banse
mer's heart wos too roughls eallonwed
to be touched by the wistfu) louging in
these words,

Before the end of the weok the nidop
tlon of the foundling babe wis a mat
ter of record, and the unsuspecting Da
vid Cable was swalting a reply from
the tralnmaster of o blg western roll
rond to whom, nt the enruest,
| tager solleltation of his wife, he b
piled for work, Klns Droom |

@ren

office, but nsked no questlons, Banse-
mer had told hlm nothing of the trans

| but without the usuasl cruel lmpuises,
[There was lttle, It any, sligo of true re-

wis a strauge strengih of purpose that
puizled hiw, As ber gtory prograssed
be solved the puzzie. She had Unr|
strength to carry out o purpose that |
might further her own personal lnter |
eats, but not the will to endure uncrl-l
flee for the sake of unother. Her sla-
ter was larger and possessed 8 resorve |
thut might bove been mlstaken for
deppuess, He feit that she was hardly [
in sympathy with the motives of the |
younger, wore volatile woman,

“My busband Is a rallroad engineer |
tnd Is ten years older than 1 the nar- |
rator sald In the beginning. *'1 wasa't
[qulll_- tuineteen when we were married, |

two years ago. For some thme we got |
slong nil right; then we began to quar |
rel.  He commenced to''—

“Mr, Bansemer I8 In n hurry, Fan," |
broke In the older sister sharply, and
then, repeating the lawyer's words.
“Be ps brlef us possible.” |

There was o world of repmonch in the
look whlch greeted the speaker. Evl-
dently .Jt was a grievous disappolnt-
ment not to be allowed to lloger over |
the details,

“Well," she contioued half pettlshly,
“it all ended by his leaving home, job
nnd everything., 1 had told him that |
wns going to apply for a divorce. For !
(bree monthy | never heard from him."

“DId you apply for a divorce?" asked
the lawyer, stifling a yawn.

“No, wir, | did not, although be did
nothing toward my support” The
Woman could not resist a slightly co-
quettish attempt to enlist Bansemer's
#ymputhy. ., "I obtaloed work at Bt
Luke's Hospltal For Foundlings and
after that as a governess. But once n
week 1 went back to the asylum to
ste the little ones, One duy they
tirought in n beautifully dressed baby -
A glrl. She was found on a doorstep,
JAnd o the basket was n note asking
that she be well cared for. With It
Wits 4 hundred dollar bl The moment
I saw the lttle thing | fell In love
with her, 1 made uppllention, and they
gave me the chlld with the under
standing that 1 was to adopt 1L You
ste, 1 was lonely. 1 had been lving
love for ulne or ten months. The nu.
| thorities knew nothing of my trouble

With Mr. Cable—that's my husband,

Dovid Cable, The ehild was about n

month old when 1 took her to his

wother, whom 1 hadn't seen In months

| I told Mra. Cable that she was mine
-iThf- dear old lady belleved me; half
| the battle was won.” She paused out
of breath, her face full of excltement.

“And then? he nsked, once more In:

teronted, l
| “We both wrote to Davld asking him
Iff- come home to his wife nnd baby.”
“he looked away gulltlly, For a full
Minute Bunsemer did not Apenk.

“The result? he demnnded.

“He come back last month.”

"lrms he know the truth?*

No. and with God's help he never
‘.--n!!‘. It's my only snlvation!” she ex-

imed emotionally, “He thinks sbe
% bis baby and—and"— The tears
Were an her cliceks now. *1 worship
blm, Mr. Bansemor! Oh, how good
0 sweet he bas besn to me since ho
tame back! Now, don't you see why |
must adopt this child and why he must |
never know? If he learned thot 1 had |
Uecelved him In this wny he would |

hate me to my dylog day.” |
The Infant was swake and rtaring
it Bl with wide biue eyes. |

‘And you want me to hindle nnl-i'
Alter wo that your husband will be
none the wigery
. ‘Ob, Mr. Bansemer she cried, 0 |
Enns evervthing to me! Al depends |
o6 this baby. 1 must ndopt ber or fae |
STium people won't let me keep her
14n't 1t be done so quiekly that he'll |
hever #nd 1t outr*

How many peonlw know that tye
bld I8 ot your

MY slster and the nuthorRies at the
"__"-’__”1'- Hot another soul.”
Wi possibla to arrange the adop
- M Cable, but | can't @aarantes
AT Mr. Cable will pot Ood it out. The
Wl show the faet, ¥ou kpow
Is bot one way to avold diteos

i

And thae

A ledee

Y0 New York nnd make
0 some distant clty, Thut's the
way, If you remaln bere there |

*ala

| talnlog this bigh p

action, but he was confident that the

unspeakable Droom knew ull about It
finement In the features, and yet there iﬂ"'-‘" though he had not been nenrer

than the outer office during any of the
consultations.

WENTY long yenrs bad
pussed slnce David and
Fruvces Cable took thelr
Lasty departure, victunlly
flesing from XNew York
elty, thelr mlgrations

finnlly ending In that thriving western
city—Denver, Then the grime of the
engine wus on Cable's bands and deep
beneath his skin; the roar of Iron and
steel and the rush of wind were ever in
his ears, the quest of dnuger In his
eye, but there were love, pride nnd a
new ambition In his heart. Now, In
1808, David Cable's honds were white
nnd strong: the grime waa gome; the
engineer's cap had glven way to the
sllk tlle of the magnate, and the shovei
WA & Imemory.

But his cnse was not. unlque In that
day and age of pluck and Juck. Many
another man had gone from the bottom
to the top with the speed and security
of the elevator ear in the lofty sky-
serapers.  In the leartless revolution
of a few yenrs he hecame the mue-
cesgor of hls western benefactor,  The
tarn that had been Kind to blm was
onklmd to his frlend and pre
The puth that led upward for Tavhl
Cuble ran the other way for the traln
who yesrs dfterwiand died
o oovernlls nnd the close Nt
ting cap of nn englnoeer, flghit
Cable read the [ils wieel
with nll the Joy gone Crom Lis Hedrt

From the cheap, squalld lon of
town knoewn as “Rallrond End" Cable's
rising Influence carcled him to the watl]
enrned luxury., The lines of eare and
toll mellowed In the face of his protey
wife na the yvears rolled by, Her come
ly flgure shed the cheap rmiment of
“hard old doys” and took on the plim-
age of prosperity
ment and worry disappeared as I by
mngle, smoothed out by the antiny
touch of comfort's fingem. Bhe went
upward much faster than her husband,
for her smbitlons were less exacting
She longed to shine socinlly. He lanthed
the thought of it But Cable
proud of hia wife, He enjored
teansition that 1fted  her up
steady strength to the plnne
Atted her best, ns be regarded 1t
had stuck Ly hlm pobly and une
plainingly through the viciesitod
delighted him to give haer the ple
ured.

news the

Wi

the
with
which
She

Franeea Cable was proud, but she
had not been too prond to stand Desiiie
the man with the greasy ovordlls nind
to Dend her fine young W eth 1o
work In unlion with his Togother
facing the task, cheerfully they had

battled nml won,

There were Jayy when It was hard to
gmile, but the next day always bro _::.'.-t
with It u fresh sign of The
rough, hard days la the far weat oul-
minated In hla elevation to the illlie
of general MABARET of the great rll-
whose headqunrters and
Al

roRd svstem
homae wore In the

y of
of Twi

f this b

to the ;
was regurded now s one of the
jent rllrond men and slated G
[dent of the

opening o

rond =t the

st N1y yeurs o

Ob, If-you knew bow L | hever

Reise of wecurlty that woull
turbed repluced them,
she was reachlng out for the chief
prizes of bher ambitlon she e face
to face with n man whose visage she
hnd  forgotten — Kilas Droom!

nOl b dise

was erossing the sldewalk 1o ber ear

thag‘e, walting near Fleld's, when a man

f| e takes clty

[

L of this bold schemer

brushed agalnst her. She was
sclons of a strange oppressiveness, He.
fore she turned to Jook at him she
koew that n palr of staring oyes Wers
upen ber face. Something seemed to
hn_ru vlosed relentlessly upon her heart.
One glanee wus sufMiclent. The tall,
aagular form stood almost over her:
the two wile blue eyes looked down
In felgued surprise; the never to be
forgotten volee greeted her hourgely:

"Good afternoon, Mrs, Cable!  And
bow I8 the baby
“The baby!" she faltered. Strugele

ngalnst It ns ghe would, o sort of fascl.
natlon drew ber gaze townrd the re
markable face of the old clerk, “Why
—why—she's very well, thatk you,”
fhe finnlly stammered. er fnce was
is white ns a ghost. With n shudder
she  storted to pass hlm.  Droom
blocked) the way.

“Bhe was such n pretty lttle thing,
I remember,” and then Insinuntingly,
“Where 13 ber father nov#*

“He—Mr, Cable,” answered Mrs, On.
ble, feeling very much ns a bird feels
when it Is churmed by n soake, “why,
he's nt home, of conrse,”

“Indeed!* was all thnt Ellas Droow
sald, for she had fled to escape the
grin that writhed In and out nmong
the wrinkles of lils face.

As her currloge struggled through
Washington street nn breesistible sone
thitg compelied Frances Cable to
glinee binck,  Drootn stood on
curh, his eyos followlng her almost
hangrily.  Half ou hour later when
#he reached bome she wis In n state
of eollapse,  Although there wns no
physical proaf of the fact, she wos
positive that Ellas Droom had followed
ber to the very doorstep.

In puspense anid dread she walted
for days before there was a second
manlfestation of Droom. There wan
rarely o day when she did not expect
her husband to stand before her and
ask her to expluln the story that hnd
been carried to him by a demon In the
form of man,

Hot Droom did not go to David Ca-
ble. He went to James Bansemer with
the news.

James Bansemer's law and loan of
fices were not far from the rlver amd,
It 1s sufficlent to say, pot much far-
ther from State street. He who knows
Chleago well eannot miss the loentlon
more thon thred blocks elther woy It
hall ws 0 foenl polnt.
The office bullding In which they were

| lented 18 not o jiretontlous stroeture,

Dot Its tennnts were then and st nre
rogardied as desivablo. 10 mny be well
to nnnounes thar Bousemer on renens
Ing Chicago wias elever enough to tarn
over o uew lenf aod fegln work on a
elenr white poge, bhut it 18 searcely nec:
ossary to ndd that th cl, besmirch
el Tines on the opg te slide of the
sheet could be traced through every
entry thot went downd on the fresh
white surface. Danseier wins Just ns
nefarfous In hils travssctions, Lot he
thousandfold mwore cnutlous,

wis n

Tronhle, resent: | Droomn sureastioally reminded him that |

he hmd o reputation to protect in his
new fOeld, wnd, bestdes % his son was
“golng i soclety” through the loflu.
ence of 4 coterle of Yale men, It would
e worse than celminnl (0 deterlorate,
Hnnsemer lonthed Diroam, but be also
feared him  He was the only llving
crenture that Inaplred fear In the heart
It Is true that
rIposure might
stalwart son,
Crh eyes, but hie
| blinding the

b fenred the effect ub
bave on the mind of
the boy with his
hind sopcceeded w0 wi

youth It the years gone by that the |

prospects of ecovery now seemel (oo
potote for couceru The erstwhile
New York shark was now an eel,

ness,  He bad grown old Io the stody
of this partieulsr benneh of natueal
history. Bansemer wos tifty-ve years |

old In this year of 180 He was thin
uner than in the ol
put the puiid-dlke vigus

to the wiry strengtl

nad glven wey
of the leopand.

The opce biack halr was almost white |

ek on hls fore
ifrespd,

nod grew
hiendd 1
wirnight

fow and

a figure of whom all eyes
the most crowded

wiin beenn

took notloy

of 12h)
L

L (|

tphfares

Hier lenving Yale

e af the honors
fither to take

(H

Bl lato b Mre uitimately to
Jasoei A furgot Lhe

fiee of

i ok The

Then just an |

| fallure
| would be suicidal

con- |

ﬂll'll

st Lo the most durlng ns owell
the most prodigious “deal™ of his long
viresr,  With luck 1t was bound to en-
tleh him to the extent of $50000. The

plans bhad been so well prepured and

as

| the exocution hnd Deen so Caultiess that
And Frances Cable looked agaln luto |
“I'd give [the old and torrifying shadows |
1t wne Inte in the afternoon. and she |

there seemed to e po possibllity of
To take lis falr mivded son,
with the mother's eyes, into the game
he young fellow
would turn from him forever, Hanse-
mer never went se far as to wonder
whince cnme the honest biood In the

il
Y“Good afternoon, Mrs. Cablel And how
is the babyt™
hoy'a velns mor to speculnte on the orl-

gin of the unguestioned ntegrity. o
bad but to recall the woman who bore
him, the woman whose love was the
only good thing le ever knew, the
wife he had worshiped while be sinned.

IFor sears nud yoirs he hnd plied his
unwholesome  trade  In repatations,
gometimes evading  exposure by the
narrowest of marging, and he bad
come to believe that e was secure for
all tlme to come. But it was the “big
Job' that brought disaster. Just when
It looked as though success wns assir-
el the erash ecnme.  He barely had
time to cover his trneks, throw the g
uratlve pepper lote the eyes of his
enemios amil got awny from the seeoe
of danger. HBHot he had Deen clever
and resourceful enongh to aveld the

penalty that looked [wevitable and
ecame off with colors truiling, but un-
enptured,

Perhaps no other man could have es-
caped. But Jumes Bansemer was cley-
erest when In & corner.  He bocked
away, beld them at bay untll he coulid
recover hig breath and then defed them
to thelr teeth,  Dhsplte thelr proof he
bafed them, and virtue was not It
own rewnrd--at lenst In this Instanee,

In leiving New York he hoped that
Ellus Droom, who knew too anueh,
Mt refuse to go Into the new terrl
tors with Wi, Dt the gaunt all elerk

wily |
and closive, but he wos an eel with a |
slinrk's teeth and a sunrk's vorncloeus: |

New York days, |

ever |
in coreinge, he |

took an unnntiural wml madevolent de
| g ing to Liy emplloyer.  1le

deelined to giveeup his plave In the of
e, pl althongly e, hatsd Jomes 1San-
semer, be efage HKe on feensing
glhinllivw Into thee pew ofMces denr the
Chleigo ro otd o there he tolled

seowled with the sumoe old

CHAPTER VI.

T first 1t was lard for
Jumes Boosemer to b
: MHeve that his henchmon
1l 4 - hinid net een mistaken
Treeini’s deseription o

fie 1 certulnly did not correspond
his mewory reealled  Tnvestl
! nawured Lim that the
Cabies o the manslon wear the Inke
were the people e higl known 1o New
York, Dansner took no ong ltto his
confldence, not even Diroon,  Once con
vipnesd that the eoestwhile flreman wes
| gsw the e and powerful magnate, b
st L work upon the macliinery which
wik to extrnet porsonal galn from the
He

liowesor

W

gocret 1 DN possession

ained thict thie ehifld wes a Foung wo
mian of senbie wtanding In socie
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dHod e oecupled seats T the o
near the stage anid not
lowaer right hnond boxes,

]
far from the
1t was durine

the busy Christmps helidays, but the
“star” was of sufticlent o o
pack the bouse, The atdiv WaAR T
end of a fyshionable one Il wnl

aguin sone st ae Intduence drew hbis
Einze to the gay party in one of the
lower boxes, The fave of 5 wormnn
nearest to hlm was not visible, but the |
two girls who sut forwiard tirusd oe. |
cuslonully to look

over the audiencs, |

exceptioually so.  Gnpe of the'idien was
gray baleed nml strong fentured; the
others were quite too Inslgniticant to
be of Interest hine,  The woman
whose Mback he conld see did not Joak
wut over the audlence, Her Indiffer
enve Wit 50 marked that It seemed de-
Hberate,

At lust he felt that her eyes wemne
upen bim.  He turned quickly,  Troe
enongh, for with Hps slightly parted,
hor whole attltude suggestive of lu-
tepse pestealot, Mo Cable was starlng
belplessiy Inte the eyes of the man
who could destroy her with o word,

The one thiog that tdnshed through
Bansemer's broln was the realizntion
thut she wns fur more benutiful than
b hid expected bor to b There wan
a truly aristoecratic lovelinesa In tho
ruther plguant face, nnd she vndenla-
Wy possessed “manner.” Maturlty bad
fmproved  her vastly, he  confessed,
with strange exultation; sge hnd been

10

- T kA & &y g By o
kinder than youth. He forgot the play,
selilom taking bis eyes from the bick
which agaln had been toened to him,
Culenlnting, be renchad the conclusign
that she was not more than forty yeors
of nge, More than ones e made some
remark to hiv kon, only to surprise that
young man glanelug surraptitionsly ot
the fuee of the wmore beautifol of the
two gleis. Even o this oorly stage
Jumes Bunsemer began o glont over
the beauty of this pew fonmd old ne-
quplintinee,

In tho Iebhie of the theater as they
were lenving be dellbérstely doffed hils
hnt and extended n pleasunt hand to
the wife of David Cable. She turoed
denthly pale, and there was a siartled,
piteous lock In her eyes that convineed
him beyood all shadow of a doubt
There waus nothing for her to do but
Introduce hln to her busband. Two
minutes lnter Graydon Bansemer and
Jane Cable, strangers untll then, were
nsking each other how they llked the
play, and Fate was nt work.

A few weeks after this sconae at tho
theater young Mr, Bansemer dashed
neroes the hall from the clovator and
entered his father's ofice Just os Ellns
Diroowm wos closing up.

“Where's the governor, Mr. Droom ¥
be peked, dellberately brosbilng  past
the ol clork tn the outer otlice,

“Laft some thne ago,”™ rephied Droom
somewhat angmel , hls bilue exes
prant the with n
sread liess that sug el Iwe
civpe e wan onl of e divect Hone of
vislon., It la nenely Thid's
nover heee dfter 5"

1 Rnow that Le Ity IF yon
kiew of his wherenhouts. o you—ar
noty” The self contident, athleth
Youth did not stand In phvsleal pwe of
Lhie elerk.

SN0 owas the sbmple and sutficlent
AnEWer,

“Waell, then, I'm off,” sald Graydon
a irifle less alrlly.

Dirooin's overcoant waa on and hutton-
ed up to bis chin, s long feet wern
encascd In rubbers of enormous slee
and uncertaln age. Thers must have
been no blood o the velns of this grim
old man, for the weathier was far from
cold, nud the stroets were surprislongly
dry for Chleago.

“1 wim closing the offlee for the duy”
wilil Diroom,  For op wpparent reason
& sindle spread over the lower part of

stnrlng ¥ e mih

sl Lh L

o o'elock

his fouee, and Graydon, bold o8 he wis,
( turned hin eyes away.

“1 thought 1'd stop o and plek up
| this governor for n rlde home ooy
| motor,” wild he, furnlng to the door,

i “Youm I one of the first out here, 1
suppone, cate Trom the thio Hps of

| the old clerk

| Granydon lnughisl.

“Possibily The eompnony charges &
|tll' kel o tide, half a dime. Golng
| down, slr?  Graydon bad mng for

| the elevator and was walting In front
of the grating

| A look contalalng a curfoos eom
pound of affectonute reprosch aml o

eertaln senlle gratification at weing
winde the obijsct of the boy's conde
mevnding rall ¥ orossed Liroom's eoun
tenanes,  Without, hewever, auswering
hin 4y tion he slowly snd chrefully

elowm] the o L el It vigorously
Hunsemer at the shaft,.  With
PoWoRlE wers gnoiceRsnEy wlicn

it cottly spenk for themselves,

Iving over In Wells strest, Mr

Direbies ¥ wonit an Girmydon ronh

Ly wt gy with the man whi e bl

fonrod nod despised by wtages from
o] upe,

It el enough for e wald
brwowm  whattiy, "Tisn't Mishigan
LRSI '!6 Dirfve of Lindoln I'ark
boufevard, “iut s Just us swill oan

by or gugr bhope o be”

und be saw thiat they were pretly, one i
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homeslek!”  muttered  he “1 didn't
think It was ln bl

Diroony had rooms over @
shop In Wells strest, Thers was n
bedranm  dt the baek and a “lving
roin™ In front, overlooking the streel
from the third story of the bullding.
Of the bedechamber thero I8 bor litle

for l
|

millihery

l

Sronow
There was o startled, plteous look in her
A

to say, except that It contalned n bed,
an washatamd, a mirror, two stralght
bnoked chalrs and o clothespirem.
Ditoam went out for hls bdh—every
vaturday night,  The “Hylng toom,”
hwever, was queer In more wiys than
s b ot corner onoa chest of draw-
s ntood s ol stove, while in the op-
pusite corner 4 blg sheot ieon henter
maide el consplenons, Flrowml
Wik plled bebind the stove wliiter nnd
sumnier, Dreoom Jamenting  that one
conhl not snfely diserlminnte bhetwesn
the seasons o Chileago.  The chest of
deawers contaloed hils stock of pro-
vislons, hils cooldng and tnhle utenslis,
his medicloe and 0 small assortment of
sarpentor's tools.  He had no use for
an feebox,

A bookease, 0ld enough to warm the
heart of the most andent antiquarian,
hold his small and unususl collection
of books, Standing slde by slde on
the samwe shelf were FPrench romances
wind the Holy ble, muel bethumbed
nud penclied. There were gelinol books
nlongside of senthmentnl love tnles,
Greek lexleons and quaint old falry
wtorles, low hooks and works on erfin.

¢ bools on botany, geology.
pnatomy ond physies. o all perbops
were 200 volumes, A Hiear Na

1 e vended wlgtn of  mliost eoie
tanit Usnge There Wore three il
tralts of the Coslean on e dinggy

Eriity swilis

The wtrange chameter of the wEn
won bt showne By the photiies thiat
ndloroed o tathivs Hggurod the wills.
Viatlgar phstographs aml prints were to
It #een on nl e, Minghal with
tivse choenp crentlons were exeollont

coples of oy Madonogs,  gunint
Hociptaral drawlings, rivvlugs of the
nn wllegorlenl  colored
(TLTEE Ioemiphingleed e Joys of
hoeaver, There wis also o badly deawn
bt tdenlized portralt of Diroowm, done
I eranyon nl the age of twenty. Thiw
portralt was one of Wa prigel posses-
wlons,  1Te loved It best beconse It was
w bmt amd 0 pot expose bila longltn-
digal defects. If Droom ever hid en-
tertalned o femionlpe visitor o his
nprtrients, there (8 oo record of the
fact, Dut few men hod seen the Inte
tlor of his howe, spd they hnd gone
nwiy with distressed, perplexed senwk
Filthes

He cooked Nis own meals on the ol)
Aoy o, dlone, dte thew from the Wi
e tabde thot stoasd near the heater.
Oeenslonnlly he went, out o & nearbiy
entliig bouse for o lonely feant. His
rautun usunlly reeked with the odor of

ofled  coffes burped  cobbmge  wnd
groane, pupgent chemicals and long
sufferiug  bed  loen, OF his “front™

voomn It may bo sald that 1t was kiteh-
wn, dining oo, parlor, Hbrary, work-
ghop, Inborntory nnd  conservatory.
Four fowerpots, o which as many
gorsnlums exiited with diffenity de-
splte Diroom’s constapt and unwayer-
lng cure, ocoupled a consplodous place
on the window sllls overlooking the
lnlrlu-t. He watehed over them with
all the tender solleitude of o lover, sor-
prising ns It mny appear when one
pausen to conslder the viclous exterior
iur the man,
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