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could hear nothing save the dripping of the mist about me. 1 was

anxious to be on my way, but unless I knew where I was going there
was little chance of my making any speed, and I was determined that
until I lcr.rr.ed my bearincs 1 would not venture back iuto the fe
0 ' I ," r frn and stcwd into th" house.
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I -- sndi a fog as that of last night, not even among the icebergs of
J10 t ..1.1 c 1.: i

hav, hocn pnttlny:

UI found myself in a long and narrow hall, upon which doora

opened from either side. At tho end of the linl'l was a staircase with u

balustrade which ended in a sweeping curve. Tho fmliutrado was cov-

ered with heavy Persian rugs, and tf-- ' walls of the hall wefC tll. hung
with them. The door on my left wa closed, but the one nearer me on
the right was open, and as I stepped opposite to it I saw that it was a

sort of reception or waiting-room- , and' hat it was empty. The door
below it was also open, and with the idea that I would surely find soue
one there, I walked on up the hall. 1 was lit evening dress, and 1 felt
I did not look 'ike a burglar, so I had no great fear that, should 1 en-

counter one of the inmates of the house, he would shoot me on sight.
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The second door in the hall opened into a dining-room- . This was also II

0
empty. One person had been dining at the table, but the cloth had not fr iit;,intnK hy the An--
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glasses and the ashes of cigarettes. The greater part of the room was Prussian Stock Foad and remedies, tf MtHtl". i;HliS I'tllt SAMF. MOXKY.
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rowii3 policemen and extinguishes the electric lights ot tlie music

ijl that to trio is incomprehensible. It is as out of place as a tidal

Lve on Broadway.
I " Vs I felt my way along tho wall, I encountered other men who

comin" from the opposite direction, and each time when wa

fliled each other I stepped nwny from the wall to make, room for

,a to pass, lint the third time I did this, when i reached out my
i ,1 the wall had disappeared, and the furt'ser 1 moved to tlnd it the

I rther I seemed to be sinking into space. 1 had the unpleasant con-Ltio- n

that at any moment I might step over a precipice. Since I had

it out I had heard no tratiic in the street, and now, although I
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in complete darkness.

'"By this time I had grown conscious of the fact that I was wan-

dering about in a sirange house, and that, apparently, I was alone in

it. The silence of the place began to try my nerves, and in a sudden,

unexplainable panic I started for the open street. Hut as I turned. I
saw a man sitting on a bench, which the curve of the balustrade had

hidden from inc. His eyes were shut, and he was sleeping soundly.
"The mornert before I had been bewildered because I could see no

one, but at sight of this man I was much more bewildered.

'die was a very large man, a giant in height, with long yellow hair

which hung below his shoulders, lie was dressed in a red silk shirt

that was belted at the waist and hung outside black velvet trousers

which, in turn, were stuffed into high black boots. I recognized tho

some numitcs, 1 eouiu only uistinguisn uic occasi.inai loouans
if pedestrians. Several times I called aloud, and once a jocular gen

tian answered me, but only to nsK me wnero 1 tnougm ne was, anu

even ho was swallowed tip in tho silence. Just above me I could 1
I
m
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hriilge was incomprehensible.
"I, jidvan.d pud touched the man on the Oiouldor, niid nft(nn

effort he nWok.'i, fihtli till me, fpTilTig u, !ds feci and Tioga n bow-

ing rapidly and making depre'l-iiliir'- gchlures. I had picked up enough
Russian in Petersburg to make out i!if the man was apologizing for

having fallen asleep, and I also was nuS' fo explain to him that I
desired to see his master.

'"lie nodded vigorously, and said, 'Will the KxcMh'iK'V come tllii

way? The Princess is here.'
''I distinctly made out (he word 'princess, ' and I was a cW.'.d deal

embarrassed. I had thought it would be easy enough to oNplai'rY my
intrusion to a man, but how a woman would look at it was another
matter, and as I followed l.im down the hall I was somewhat puzzled.

"As we advanced, he noticed that the front door was standing
open, and with an exclamation of surprise, hastened toward' it and
closed it. Then he rapped twice on the door of what was appurentlv
the drawing-room- . There was 110 reply lo his knock, and he tapped
again, and then timidly, and cringing subserviently, opened (he door
and stepped inside, lie withdrew himself at once and stared stupidly
at me, shaking his head.

" 'She is not there,' he said. He stood for n moment gazing blankly
through the op.-- door, and then hastened toward the dining-room- .

The solitary candle which still Inmicd there seemed to assure him that
thotroom also was empty, lie came back and bowed me toward the
drawing-room- . 'She is above,' he said; '1 will inform the Princess of
the Kee!lenev's presence.'

"Pefore I could stop him he had turned and was running up the
staircase, leaving me alone at tho open door of the drawing-room- . I
decided that the adventure had gone ipiite far enough, and if I had
been able to explain to tho Pussian 'that I had lost my way in the fog,
and only wauled to get baek into the street again, I would have left
the house on the instant.

''Of course, when I first rang the bell of the house I had no ollwr
expectation than thlit it would be answered by a purlor-mai- who
would direct me on my way. I certainly could not then foresee that I
would disturb a n princess in her boudoir, or that I might hi
thrown out by her alhlctie bodyguard. Still, I thought I ought not
now to leave the house without making some npologv, anil, if

should come, I could show my curd. They could hardlv believe
that a member of an Kmbassy had any de.-ig- upon the .

"The room in which I stood was dimly lighted, but I could see

that, like the hall, it wit hung with heavy Persian rugs. The corners
were tilled with palms, nml there was the unmistakable odor in the air
of Russian oigan-iie-- and strange, dry scents that carried nc back to
the bazaars of Yladivo-too- Xenr the front windows wa- - a grand
piano, and at the other end of the room a heavily carved croon of
-- ome black w I. pi.-!- -l w. wi'li ivory. The --oreeu waj overhung
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