
the driver did not 'notice the least pe-
culiarity In their weight.

'!'! two large, hi aw hiirs he .

and acted tbe sound man of business
he really was. 0lie n.vaitcd Philip In his private n- -

lice. He seemed to lie pleased by the
change elfected lu the boy's outwuru
appearance. There was less of bur--1

lesque, less outrage to his feelluirs, iu
discussing big sums of uumey with a

"Po you qclto nnilerstnnd the terms
tblrty-llv- e pounds u week!"
"Ys." said Philip. "Shall I pay you'

a week In advance? I can give v. hi
notes, but It will oblige me Ii" nu take
a check, as I may want tl ready
money In my possession."

lteccivlng n I'alut IndicaMon that, j

under the clrcnmstnnees, a check would
lie esteon.lMl n favor, Philip whipped
out bis chiM-- liook. filled In a check to
the hotel, and did not forget to cross'

AMONBS.'
Ken's ecsv.' he cried. "What "i you !

think of this oner'
Isaacsteln glanced lit It for one fas-- !

ctnafed scimhI. Theu he looked around
v.itu the stealthy air of a man who
fears lest he may lie detected in the;
commission of a terrible crime.

"Are you mad?" he whispered.
"No. not mad." answered Philip

coolly as he iwckotod the geiu. "I only
wanted you to wabble." j

"You wanted mo to wabble!"
"Y es. You look so like a big top at

times. When do we meet ugain, Mr.
Isaacsteln?"

Author of "Wings of the Morning." "The Pillar of A '

Light," Etc. 4
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CHAPTER X (Continued.) . .

, He wns so utterly tired, so exhausted
..yes, i must The company which physically and mentally In- - the sturm

owns these premises Intends to pull; uud lining of this eventful day that
tliem clown on the first of next month." ,. ho was sound asleep when the two

"What Is your name?" men returned. j

lal saw tiun through the window.
"lie's a line Ind," said the Inspector

thoughtfully. "I wonder what he Is
Bains to make of himself. Vie might

saw him coming or going Instantly as-

sumed thnt he wns staying with hlsj
!: jp!. while tho manager t mk caro
tli.it ms ip ntn-'ii- the employees was
;r..;:-pl'- n. pi.eil.

As :" r tho ra-r- el youth with the
ci.il!a.a:!s, he was for.roti.en apparent-
ly, 'i dropped him,

Indeed, that Isancstein had
wor::c.l some pigcnlous advertising
iIikI-.- on bis own account, and Messrs.
Slurp-.- ' Smith never dreamed of
looking f .r tho lost I'hlllp Anson, tbe
derelict from .lohusou's Mews, lu tho
Pall .Ni.ill hotel, the most luxurious and
expensive establishment in Loudon.

That ni'teiuoou Philip visited th
Sale Ucposlt company. Ho had little
difficulty, of course. In securing a
small strong room. Ho encountered
the wonted surprise nt Ills youth, but
the excellent argument of a bauklng
account and tho payment of u year's:
rent in advance soon cloured the air.

Ho transferred four of his portman-
teaus to this secure environment. Tho
tll'tll was sent to bis hotel. When tho-

ught failed ho drove to tho East Eud
and uiiule a round of pawnbrokers
shops. Although some of tbe tickets
were time expired, he recovered near-

ly all bis mother's lielonglngs except-
ing her watch.

The odd coincidence recalled the In-

spector's Implied promise that he
should receive one aa a recognition of
his gallantry.

How remote, how far removed from
each other, the main events lu bis life
seemed to be nt this eventful epoch!
Aa he went westward In a hansom ho
could hardly bring himself to lwlleve
that barely twenty-fou- r hours had
elapsed since ho traveled to the Milt
End road In company with Mrs. Wrlg-le-

And the curious thing wns thnt he
felt In no sense awed by the possession
of thousands of pounds and tho ten-

ancy of palatial chambers In a great
hotel. Ills career had been too check-

ered, Its recent developments too stu-

pendous, to cause him any undue emo-
tion. Existence for the hour was a

s of well ordered dream. In which
Imagination wns untrnmineled suve by
the need to exercise his wits lu order
to keep the phantasy within tho bounds
not of his own brain, but of other
men's.

At the hotel be found tho French
valet settluii forth a shirt. Tho man
explained that ho required a spare sot
of studs and links.

This reminded Philip thnt there was
still a good deal of shopping' to bo

done, lie wns nhout to leave the room
for the pur'ntse when tho valet said:

"Another portnuinteau has arrived
for monsieur. Will you lie pleaded to
unlock It?"
'"No." said Philip. "It must reuinlri

untouched." He smiled nt the thought
of the sensation his tattered nigs ami
worn boots would innko In that place.
Y'et Just a week ago ho passed through
tho street outsldo bound lu tho pltlles
rain for Johnson's Mews and bent on
sulcldu.

He walked Into Regent street nnd
made a number of purchases, not for-

getting somo books. A double silver
mounted photograpn stand caught his
oye. It would .bold tho two best pic-

tures ho possessed of his fnthor anil
mother, so he bought It. He also ac-

quired a dispatch box In which ho
could store his valuables, both Jewelry
nnd documents, fiy he had quite a
number of receipts, letters nnd other
things to safeguard now, nnd he dhl
not wish servants' prying eyes to

everything Itelong'ng to blm.
When nlono In his room ho secured

the album nnd locked that spii-la- l port-
manteau rgaln, nftcr stowing thoroln
the letter found lienenth Mrs. Anson's
pillow. 8oon his mother's dear faro
smiled nt him from a beint fill border
of filigree silver. Tho sight was plens.
ant to blm, soothing to his full mind.
In her eyes was n message nf faith, of
trust, of absolute coiilldenco lu tho
future.

It wns strange thnt ho thought so
llttln of bis father nt this time, but
the truth wns that Ills childhood was

persou properly nttlrod than with one
who wore the gurments of u trump.

"tlood uioruiug," he suid pleasantly.
"You arc punctual, 1 um glad to see.
Have you been to Somerset House?"

"No," said I'hlllp.
"Why not? If you are going to con-

trol a big capital, you must learn busi-
ness habtts or you will lose It, no mat-
ter how large It may be."

"Would Somerset House compel you
to pay me, Mr. lsnacstelu?"

"Not exactly, but the stamping of
Important documents Is a means to-

ward au end I assure you,"
"I will see to it. but 1 wanted pri-

marily to lie certain of one of two
things tirst, will you pay tbe ."i,00ti
ns promised: second, will you give me
a fresh pun-bas- note for my diamonds
which will not Indicate so definitely
that I um tbe boy concerning whom
there has been so much needless pub-
licity during the last few days?"

It was of no avail for Isaacsteln to
bandy words with I'hlllp. A boy of
fifteen who casually Introduced such
a word as "primarily" Into a scnteucu
and gave a shrewd thrust ubout "need-
less publicity" to the person responsi-
ble for it was not to be browbeaten
eveu In business affairs.

The man whipped out n check liook.
"Am 1 to make out a check for ."i,000

to 'Philip?' " ho asked.
"No; to Philip Anson, please."
"Thank you. And now, shall I put

any address on Uie contract uoto which
I will hand you?"

"The Pall Mall hotel."
Isaacsteln with difficulty choked back

a comment The Pall Mall hotel was
the most expensive establishment In
London. He tossed tho check and an-

other document across the table.
"There you are," he said. "Come

with me to my bank. You will excuse
the hurry. 1 hnve a lot to do before
I leave for Amsterdam tonight."

rhlllp saw that the acknowledgment
of his diamonds appeared to be In

proper form.
"There Is no need nt this moment to

explain to tho bank manager that I

am tho hero of tho police court affair?"
he said.

"None whatever. I nm lending you
the money, and will bo paying you a

good deal more very soon. That will
be sufficient. Ho may draw his own
conclusions, of course."

I'hlllp was now looking nt tho chock.
"Why do you put 'account payee' be-

tween these two strokes?" be said.
The man explained, and eveu found

t'lr.c to show him how to cross and In-

dorse such Important slips of paper.
Tlrui they walked to the bank, u few
doors away. The elderly manager was
obviously surprised by tho size of the
check and tho youth of the "payee."

"Oh. this la nothing, a mere Ilea bltn."
said Isaacsteln. "Iu a few days he will
have ten times tho amount to his
credit."

"Dear mo. Are you realizing proper-
ty on his behalf?"

"Y'os."

"Well, Mr. Anson," said tho mali-
nger pleasantly, "1 hopo you will tako
care of your money."

"I want you to do that," smiled Phil-

ip, who was slightly nonplused by' tho
prefix to his name, heard by blm for
the first time.

"Oh. If you leave It with mo It will
be quite safe."

"I cannot leave all. but certainly I
will not spend 5.000 In n week. I
mean to buy some property, though,
and can I have a hundred now?"

"By all menns."
rhlllp wrote his first check and re-

ceived twenty crisp five pound notes.
Isaacsteln stood by, smiling grimly.
Ho had not yet got over tho farcical
side of this extraordinary occurrence,
and he wns wondering what tho bank
manager would hnve said could ho but
see Philip ns he, Isaacsteln, saw him
no later ttian the previous day.

"I'.y the way," said Philip, whoso
heart was beating a little now, "sup-
pose I wish to give n reference to any-
body, will you two gentlemen answer
for me?"

"The bank' will always say whether
or not your check will be honored to n

stated amount. In other respects Mr.

Isaacsteln, who brought you here, will
serve your purpose admirably none
better hi tbe city of Loudon, replied
the banker.

Isaacsteln placed lwth feet together.
and his bend sunk between his shoul-
ders. He again reminded Philip of a
top. Tho lMy fancied that In a second
or two bo would begin to spin anil
pur. The bank manager's statement
flattered the little man. It was the
sort of thing he understood. Philip
privately resolved to make this human
top wabble when ulono with him In
the street again.

"One more question, and I have end-

ed," ho said. "Where Is the best place
to store some vnluables?"

"It nil dei;nds on their nature. What
are they plate. Jewels, paper?"
' The man's ears were alert now, and
the boy smiled faintly.

"Oh," he explained, "I have a very
large quantity of rich ore which I wish
to lodge In some place where It will be

ag-.-- to lift Into the Interior, one nti
them neeig all hu tvsuuivcs to carryIt iron the sh ip door tn the cab. Were
he not fresh and untlro.l he could not
un e none It. As It was, the effort was
a splendid success.

The cabman knew little and O'Brien
less of the tremendous avoirdupois of
this Innocent looking baggage. A long
suffering horse may have had his pri-
vate views, but be did not express
them.

Saying goodby to the pensioner in
the shop, I'hlllp took g.od care that
none overheard his direction to the
driver. In about three-quarte- of an
hour he lumbered Into Charing Cross
station without a soul In the East End
being aware of his destination.

"Where to. sir?" asked a norter who
opened the door for him.

"I only want these bags to be taken
to the luggage room," said rhlllp.
"You had better get some one to help
you with these two. They are very
heavy. They contain specimens of iron
ore."

The man took a pull at the solid one.
"Bv cum." he "von'i-r- t rl,htl

That would surprise anybody who
tried to pick It up and run away with
ii.

"Itather." norno! lhilln ? ,,, ci
to say It is not going very far, only to
a laboratory for analysis."

He SnW Ills iwlnm-lnc- r wHnala.l nn--

on a barrow before he paid the cabmnn
iioornny. lie only gave the porter

The mnn iteiiovnri ttmt nhnir,
wns a clerk in chargo of the minerals.
at was graterui tor even so small a
sum.

On leaving the station, with the re-

ceipt for his luggage In his pocket,
Philip saw the. four wheeler turning
Into the Strand on Its way back to
Fenchurch street. He smiled. The tie
between east and west was severed.
No matter what else might happen to
it. bis meteor had left Johnson's Mows
forever.

It was now a few minutes past 0. but
he still had a good deal to do before
be presented himself at Isaacsteln's at
11.

It was necessary to change bis skin
once more before the metamorphosis
he contemplated was complete. He
wns acquainted with a large outfitting
emporium In I.uilgatn Hill which ex-

actly suited his requirements, so he
rode thither on a 'bus.

Passing Somerset House, he recalled

O'Uritn's shnp ira tcarcclu open bctort
Fhllip wtu there

Isaacsteln's reaiark nliout getting his
letter "stamped." no did not know
whnt stamping meant tn a legal sense.
bur he guessed that It Implied the nf- - '

nxiug or n seal or some son. mere
was no need to hurry over It, he
thought.

At 11 o'clock Isnacsteln would either
keep his word about the 5.000 or en-

deavor to wriggle out of the compact.
In either event Philip had already de-

termined to consult Mr. Abingdon.
He hnd now In his pocket about 38.

Half an hour later be was wearing a
new tweed BUlt, new Lnt and new
boots. He had acquired a stock of
linen and underclothing, an umbrella
and an overcoat. Some of these arti-

cles, together with his discarded
clothes, were packed In two new leath-
er portmanteaus, on which his Initials
would be painted by noon, when he
would call for them.

Ho paid 2H for the lot, and the mnn
who wnited on him tried In vain to
tempt him to spend more. I'hlllp knew
exactly what ho wanted. He adhered
tu his programme. Ho possessed suffi-

cient genuine luggage and clothing to
be presentable anywhere. He had
enough money to maintain himself for
weeks If necessary. For the rest, an-

other couple of hours would place it
beyond doubt whether be was a mil-

lionaire or not; for, If Isaacsteln failed
him, I.ondo!i was big enougn and
wealthy enough to quickly decide that
point

He cntored the Hntton Curden office

as the clocks struck the hour.
Some boys of his age might have ex-

perienced a malicious delight when the

youth on guard bounced up with a
smirk and a ready:

"Yesslr. Vat Iss It, sir?"
Not so Philip. Ho simply asked for

Mr. Isaacsteln, but he certainly could
not help smiling nt the expression of
utter amaieineut when his identity
dawned on his hearer.

The "Yesslr, vil you blease valk In,"
was very faint, though. Tbe office boy
ushered him upstairs as one In a

dream, for he had been warned to ex-

pect Philip, a Philip In rags, not a
smart young gentleman like a bank
clerk.

'aacsteln on this occasion looked

It "nc. payee."
The clerk watched him with nn

Amazement too acute for words. He
produced the register and Philip signed
Ills name. He was given a receipt for
the payment on account, and then
asked to be shown to his rooms.

A boy smaller, but not younger, than
himself a smart page, who listened to
the forepilng with deep Interest-ask- ed

timidly whether the guest would
go by the stairs or use the elevator.

"I will walk." said Philip, who liked
to ascertain bis licarlngs.

The palatial nature of the npart-ment- s

took him by surprise when be
reached them. Although far from be-

ing the most exiHMislve snlt tit the
hotel, the surroundings were of u na-

ture vnstly removed from anything
hitherto known to Mm.

Even the charming bouse be Inhabit-
ed ns n child In lMeppo conTair.ed no
such luxury, ills

quickly, and a valet e:i'e;'Ci!.
Philip's quhk ears cau'Itt the acccc:
of a Frenchumt:. and tho boy speke 1

the man In the language of Jiis coun-

try, pure ami iinileilled by tho barbari-
sm:! of John Bull.

T.'ie.v were chatting about tho weath
er, wli! "h, by the way, ever since the
llith of March bad been extraordi-
narily llue, when there was u knock tit
the don-- , nnd the manager cutnv.l.

The clcr!: fouu 1 the sltuatl-:- too
much fur him. Ho had appealed to n

higher iititbiirlty.
Even the suavo and dlplormtle M.

Forot could not coiuiHil the astonish-
ment that leaped to his eyes wheu he
saw tho occupant of suit F.

"I think you will find these rooms
very comfortable," he said for lack of
aught better. A commlsslonnnlre was
already on his way to the bank to ask
If the check was all right.

"Aro you tho manager?" asked rhll-
lp, who was washing bis hands.

"Y'os."
"I am glad you called.. Ono of your

clerks seemed to be taken aback be-

cause a youngster like me d an
expensive suit. I sunposo tho proceed-
ing is unusual, but I here Is no reason
why It should create excitement. It
need not Iw commented on, for. in-

stance."
"No, no; of course not."
"Thank you very much. I have n

speclnl reason for wishing to live' nt
this hotel. lndeiMi, I have given this
address for certain Important docu-
ments. Will you kindly arrantre that
I may bo treated like any ordinary
person."

"I hopo tbe clerk was not rudo to
you?"

"Not In tho least. I nm, only anx-

ious to prevent speclnl notloo being
taken of mo. You see, If others get to
know I nm living hero alone, I will bo

pointed out ns a curiosity, and that
will not bo pleasant."

Tho request was eminently reason-
able. Tho malinger assured hltn that
strict orders would he given on tho
point Instantly, though ho was quite
cortnlu In bis own mind that Inquiry
would soon bo tnndo for this remark-
able youth, perhaps by tho police.

"You call leave us," said Philip to
the vnlet In French.

Now tho chance use of thot lan-

guage, no less than his perfect accent,
went a long way townrd removing the
manager's suspicions. A boy who wps
so well educated must bo quite out of
tho common. Terhaps some occcntrk
parent or guardian encouraged hliu to
act Indepondeutly thus early lu life.
Ho might bo the son of a rich man
coming to London for u special course
of study. Tho name, Anson, was au
aristocratic ono. But his clotjies they
were oilii. Uood enough, but not the
right tiling.

"Will you oblige mu my recommend-
ing a good tailor?" said Philip. "I
nee.l a complete uutllt of wearing

and It will save me a lot of
trouble If KoinulHsly will tell me exact-
ly what to buy uud where to buy It."

Ills uncanny trick of thought rending
disconcerted tbe manager greatly. Un-

doubtedly tile boy was a puzzle. Nev-

er had Hits experienced mnn of the
world met any one more self pos-

sessed, more direct and yet. with it all,
exceedingly (sillte.

"I take It that you want tho best?"
he Inquired pleasantly.

"Yes."
"Are j'ou lunching In the hotel?"
"I would like something sent here, If

you please, and there again your ad-

vice will lie most gratefully accepted."
'Jlie mnnnger felt that a generation

wns growing up of which he knew
nothing, but he simply answered:

"I will see to It. Do you er take
wine?"

Philip laughed, that pleasant whole
sou led laugh of his which Instantly

lilm friends.
"Not yet, monsieur"
"Forot Is my name."
"Well, M. Forot, I nm far too younz

ns yet for cither wine or tobacco. I

promised my mother I would touch
neither until I nm twenty-one- , nnd I

will keep my word. I think I would
like somo enfo au hilt."

"I understand. Your dejeuner will
lie sent up lu ten minutes. By the
tlino you have finished I will have
people hero from two or three estab-
lishments who will meet all your re-

quirements In the shape of clothes and
the rest."

An hour's talk and the payment of
checks on account worked wonders.
Before many days had passed Philip
was amply provided wltb raiment Ills
presence In tbe hotel, too, attracted
no comment w" " ' who

"You nre not going away by yourself
with that stoue In your pocket?"

"Why not! It attracted no sis-cl-

notice from tho people as I came here.
Nobody can smell It. It won't explode
or burn a hole In my clothes. It Is
quite safe, I assure you."

"But let me take It to Amsterdam.
Boy! lniy! It must weigh four hundred
carats!"

"Enough of business for today. I
have a lot of things to intend to.
Shall we say Tuesday?"

"No; Wednesday nt 11. One word.
Let mo put It In my safe."

"tioinlby."
Philip hailed a hansom mid drove

on" to l.ud-.-nt- Hill, smiling graciously
at Isaacsteln as lie whirieu uwa.v.

The man swayed geut.'.v the
crowd until be reached tbe office, when
he dropicd limply Into hi.! chair.
Then he shouted for his conildenlla!
clerk.

"Samuel." he murmured, "take
charge, please. I'm goliu home. I

want to rest before I start for Har-
wich. And, Samuel!"

"Y'os, sir."
"While I inn away you might order

another scales. In future we will sell
diamonds by the pound, like potatoes."

CHAFTKK XI.
picking up bis belongings

AFTElt the outfitter's, two smart
bogs wild "P. A."

painted on them, Philip
stopiMxt his cub at Somerset Houso.
He experienced no difficulty In reach-
ing the proper department for slump-
ing documents, uud thus giving them
legal slgulllcuuco.

Au official glanced ut Isaacsteln's
contract Bote and then looked at Phil-
ip, evidently regarding him ns a rela-

tive or youthful secretary of the
"Philip Anson, Esq, Pall Mall hotel,"
whoso namo llgured on tbe paper.

"1 suppose you only want this to be
indicated?" he euld.

"Yes." agreed Philip, who had not
the remotest Idea what ho meant.

"Sixpence." was the curt rejoinder.
Philip thought be would be called on

tot, pay uuiuy ikuuuIs sumo amount In
the nature of a percentage of tho sum
named In the agreement, ilo produced
the coin demuuded and made no com-

ment. With stamp or without, he
knew that Isaacsteln would go straight
lu this preliminary undertaking. A
single glimpse of the monster diamond
In bis pocket had made that quite cur-

tain.
For tho rest ho was rapidly making

out a plan which should secure, bis In-

terests effectually. He hoped boforn
the day was out to hnvo set on foot
arrangements which would free b!m
from nil anxiety.

From Somerset House he drove to the
rail Mall hotel. A gigantic ball por-

ter, looking like a youthful major gen-
eral lu undress uniform, received him
with much ceremony and ushered him
to tho office, where an urbane clerk
Instantly classed him as tho avnnt
courier of nn American family.

"I want a sitting room and liedroom
en suite." said Philip.

"Ono bedroom?" was the surprised
tjuory.

"Yes."
"How many of you nre there, then!"
"I Ix'g your pardon?"
"Aru you uloue?"
"Yes."
Tho clerk fumbled with tho register.

Precocious Juveniles wero not un-

known to him, but a boy of Philip's
type had not hitherto arisen over his
horizon.

"A sitting room mid a bedroom on
suite?" bo replied.

"Exactly."
The clerk was disconcerted by Phil-

ip's steady gaze.
"On whnt floor?" ho asked.
"lleally," said Philip, "I don't know.

Supose you tell me wbnt accommoda-
tion you have. Then I will decide at
once."

The official, who was one of the
most skilled hotel clerks In Ixndon,
found It ridiculous to bo put out of
fountennnce by a mere boy who could
not bo n day older than seventeen and
might be n good deal hiss. Ho cast a
critical eye on Philip's clothing and
saw that, while It wns good. It had not
the gloss of Vere do Vcni. .

Ho would paralyze him at ono fell
blow, llttln dreaming that tho other
read his glance and knew the exact
mental process of bis reasoning.

"There Is a good suit vnoant'on tho
first floor, hnt It contains a drosrlng
room and bathroom," he nnld, smiling
the smile of a very knowing person

"That sounds all right. I will take
It."

"Ah. tw, It cots .' n dsy!"
Fich of the lx words In that por- -

tentonw rentence oon'alned n noto of
admiration thnt swelled out Into a
mngnlfleent crescendo. It was a ver-

bal avalanche, beneath which this
queer youth should In crashed Into the
very dust

"Five pounds a day!" observed
Philip calmly. "I suppose there would
be a reduction If taken for a month?"

"Well or during tho season It is
not er usual to"

"Oh. very well. I can easily arrange
for a permsncnoy later If I think fit
What number Is the snlt please, ami
will you kindly have my luggage sent
there at onoeV'

Tbe clerk wsa demoralized, but he
managed to say:

nson."
h! I think I remember hearing

gometblng about your mother's death.

Very nice woman, I was toid. A lady
too."

yes; all that oua more.

'of course. That accounts for your
manners aud appearance. Have you
found some menus :

The Inspector's glance roved from
the serviceable portmanteau to Thlllp's
tldv garments, and' It was bis business j

to make rapid deductions.
"Yes. most fortunately."

Anybody connected witn snnrpe &;
smith?" the constable put In,

"Sharpe & Smith? Who are they?"
"Don't you know? Their young man

certainly didn't seem to know much
about your movements. He has been
here twice looking for you. The first
time was let me see last Monday
about 4 o'clock. I was on duty In the
.main road, and lie asked me for some
Information. We came and looked In,

but your door wns locked. The man
on this beat this afternoon told me
that the same clerk was making fur-

ther Inquiries today, so as soon as I
came on night duty I strolled into the
mews to And out If you were at home.
That is how I happened to see you."

He turned toward the Inspector.
"He was packing his bag at the mo-

ment, sir, and Mason had evidently
rbeen Beared from the window by my
footsteps in the arch."

The Inspector pursed out bis underllp.
"The whole thing is perfectly clear,"

he said. "Boy, have you got n. M atch?"
"No," said rhlllp, surprised by this

odd question.
"Bradley, he hasn't got n watch," ob-

served the Inspector.- - He again ad-

dressed Philip.
"Where are you going tomorrow?"
'I am not quite sui-e-

. but my address
will lie known to Mrs. Wrigley, the
James street laundry. Shepherd's
Bash."

"Ah! The constable says you do not
wish to be mixed up In the arrest of
Mason. There Is no need for you to
appear In court, but er in such cases
as yours the er police like to show
their er appreciation of your servi-
ces. That Is so, Bradley, isnt it?"

"Yes, sir. If It hnarit been for him,
I shouldn't be here now. Jocky had
me fairly cornered."

"You bad no time to summon assist-
ance?"
"I barely heard he was here before

the window was smashed, and I knew
lie was trying to get out the other way.
You heard him, Anson?"

Thlllp looked the policeman squarely
In the eyes.

"You had Just taken off your great-
coat when the glass cracked." he said.

Police Constable Bradley stooped to
pick up his coat. Ho did not wish this
portion of the night's proceedings to be
described too minutely. In moving the
garment he disturbed the packet of let-
ters. Instantly Philip recalled the
names of the solicitors mentioned by
the constable.

"You said that a clerk from Messrs.
Sharpe & Smith called here twice?" be
asked. .

"Yes."
He picked out one of the letters,

opened It and made certain of bis facts
before he cried angrily:

'Then I wnnt to hnve nothing what-
ever to do with them. They treated
my mother shamefully."

The Inspector had sharp eyes.
"What Is the date of that letter?" he

Inquired. '
"Jan. 18 of this year."
"And what are those pawn rickets ?'
"Yes, some of my mother's Jewelry'
nd dresses. Her wedding ring wns

the last to go. 'Most or fhem are out
of date, but I Intend to I will try to

ve some of them, especially Iter wed-
ding ring."

Jocky Mason's romance was now dis-

sipated Into thin air. The contents of
the portmanteau, the squalid appear-
ance of the house, the date of the so-
licitor's letter, the bundle of pawn
tickets offered conclusive evidence to
the inspector's matter of fact mind
that the story wus the ef-
fect of a truncheon rapidly applied to

brain excited by the newspaper com-
ments on a sensntlonal yarn about
ome boy who had found a parcel of

diamonds.
This youngster had not been fnvor--

by any such extraordinary piece of
nek. Simple chance bad led him to

Pit the police on the track of a much
nted scoundrel, and be had very

oravely prevented a member of the
force from being badly worsted In the
ttisulng encounter. I

A subscription would be made among
officers and men of the division,

Q0 they would elv him a silver
otch with a suitable Inscription.

S lu!to ask bis Christian name.!

r'1 constable suggested that they
uouki examine the stable In which!

""on had hidden.
lJT went op the mews. Philip

a hU door, extinguished his can-- ,

Msm--- uiui who nts rrieuils were.
out uiey are not badly off. or he
couldn't have trot that bag and his new
clothes. What on earth caused Mason
tn connect him with that diamond
story?"

"It's hard to say," observed the con- -

stable,
"I will look round and have a chat

with him in the morning. Poor little
cuap: ues sleeping like a top now."

lua inspector called at No. 3 John-sou'- s

Mews Soon after 10 next morn-
ing, but the door was locked and the
bird flown. He spoke to .Mason after
that worthy was remanded for a week,
but a night's painful seclusion had
sealed the burglar's lips. He vowed,
with fearful emphasis, to "get even"
with the kid who "ahted" him, for the
policeman's evidence had revealed the
truth couoerulng the arrest. But not
another word would Mason say about
the diamonds, and for a little while the
Inspector placed bis overnight revela-
tions In the category of myths familiar
to the police In their dally dealings
with criminals.

Philip awoke shortly before 7.
He was cold and stiff. The weather

was chilly, and there was no ardent
meteor In the back yard to keep the
temperature of the house at a grateful
point during the night.

But his uctlve young frame quickly
dissipated the effects of a deep sleep
on a drnfty floor, lie washed his face
and hands at tile sink in the scullery,
and his next thought was for break-
fast, a proof, if proof were ueeded,
that he arose refreshed In. mind and
body.

In the Mile End road there are plen-

ty of early morning restaurants. At
one of them he made a substantial
meal, aud, on his return to the mews,
he lost not a moment in carrying out a
systematic search through nil parts of
the house and yard for any traces of
the meteor which might have escaped
his ken In the darkness.

Amid the earth aud broken Btones of
the excavation there were a few frag-
ments of ore aud some atomic speci-
mens of the dlamautlferous material
not sutliclent, all told, to till the palm
of his hand, but he gathered them for
obvious reasons and then devoted five

vigorous minutes with U Hrteu's spade
to the task of tilling up the deep hole
Itself.

By lowering the flagstenes and
breaking the earth beneath he soon
gave the small yard an apiearauc of
chaos which might certaiuly puzzle
people, but which would afford no e

clew to the nature of the disturb-

ing clement.
At best they might Imagine that the

Oread evidence of some weird crime
lay in the broken area. If so, they
could dig until they were tired. But,
indeed, he was now guarding against a

most unlikely hypothesis. The prob-

ability was that Johnson's Mews would
soon cease to exist and become al-

most, as fubulous as the Island of At-

lantis.
Moreover, he had a project dimly

outlined iu his mind which might be-

come definite if all went well with
him that day. Then the ownership of
No. 3, Johnson's Mews, would cease
to trouble him, for Philip was quite
sure the whole power of the law would
be Invoked to prevent him from deal-

ing with his meteor if once the exact

place where It fell became publicly
known.

O'Brien's shop wns scarcely oin be-

fore Philip was there with his remain
In.? nortmnutcnu.

"Arrah, Phil, me bhoy! Where In the
name of goodness are ye gatherln' the
beeutlful leather thrunks rrom ; nsK-e-

the pensioner.
"This Is the last one," laughed the

boy. "I am off now to And a cub, and

you won't see me again until Mnndnyj
"Fni. he's a wonderful lad eutlrely!"

commented the old man. "What sort

of plumlher has he In the bags, at all

at all?"
In Idle curiosity he lifted the last

.i.mi.,n tn the nile. It was normal.

even light In weight. Then he nodded

"A lot of ould duds bclongln' to Mrs.

Anson. I ll be brum'. All. wen. i

Iird rest her sowl, 'tis she wns the
hnd some one as

fine woman. I wish I

cllver as her to write for me to that-thafe of the wormld who thrled
In the art orslimsAs there are no

Hteraturo similar to those which serve

the neeas of musicians, whereby

thoughts can be expross.-- da copo
without risk of

like a musical phrase,
wearying the reader, n mu.i
stood that

'"f""8!' ,,re OrLn exhaust- -

we .. . o the day against

the war office.

With a cunning tnai nui"". - -

genius the boy placed the large, hght

passed so tu'ich lu his mother's com-

pany, nnd they wore so Inseparable
during the Inst two years, that mem-

ories of his father wero shadowy.
Y'et the physiognomist would have

scon that tho boy owed a great deal of
his strength of character nnd well knit
frame to tho handsome, atulwnrt man
whose name bo bore.

(Continued Next Saturday. I
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secure and yet easy of access."
"I would recommend yiu to rent a

strong room In the safe ucposlt across
the street. There you novo absolute
security and quick access during busi-
ness hours."

I'hlllp expressed bis thanks and quit-
ted tbe bank wltb bis agent.

In the middle of Hulbora, In the
midst of the Jostling, hurrying occu-

pants of one of the busiest thorough
farm In Ixndon, he pulled the giant
diamond out of bis pocket and sodden-- ,
ly held It under Isaacsteln's nose.

"I told yon I had them aa bl as:'M ay .down on the mattress.
ol'y inui m. ., t ones on the rooi oi iu

n iiu u u) uri uvuul
corertn

Q


