
It A j would hold the remainder of the me- -
leer.

As the next morning would find him
occupation enough, he decided to do asBe KING of.: v

ITe pressed bis ribs with both hands
nnd Ringer!- - felt his throat. He slond
up. Ills lamp was mil! nllfjht, but a
quantity of oil had run over his tunic
tttnl trousers.

"Hy Jove. boy. you lire a brick," ho
said, and his voice wits under control
nsnin.

I'hlllp answered not a word. IllsiAMONDS. I

most unpleasant visa god spy had hot
only dived iuto tho further obscurity
of the mows, which formed a cul-d-

sae, but also was either In his stocking
feet or wore something over his boots to
deaden any possible clatter on the pav-

ing stones.
Here was a nice thing, his habitat

discovered by some tramp or criminal
skulking iu the untenanted building
marked out for tho house breakers
within a few days. It was too bad.
He was sorely annoyed that he had
not thought sooner of the potentialities
of the window when tho interior of the
house was illumined by a candle and a

ruddy lire. How long had tho man
stood .there watching him? llo had
certainly soon some portion of tho con

By Louis Tracy,

"Won't you wait a bit until I get
some help?' said Philip anxiously.

The man appeared to debate the
point. The nearest comrade was an
acting sergeant', newly promoted, if
ho wero summoned, the kudos of a
smart capture would bo his by right
of seniority,

"No," answered tho constable stub-
bornly. "If ho is hero, i will haudle
hint myself."

Again his lamp swept the small area
of the mews ami revealed no living ob-

ject, llo quickly unfastened his bolt,
took off his greatcoat and readjusted
boit and lamp again.

"Now I'm tvady for him," lie grinned.
"Put my coat inside, boy. aud stand
at the door yourself with the candle lu
your hand. If you see anything, yell
out to me."

lhtHp obeyed, Thve preparations
for a deadly m.'U'U.U' appealed to hU
very ::ei I. l;r your mhule.l
of lift vu b.u' generally ceased to bo
a hi:'!:w;.;, u au or a piia'.o in I. ::a ; illa-

tion and ralh.T at phimiu;.; the
imbMi jacl; on a glacis bristling with

te.r.non.
TJie polUoinan, feeling for the iocsyo

etrap of his truncheon, commenced a
careful survey of the mew., ilj had
not gone live yards wheu there was a
loud crash of broUon glass. The build-

ing at the other end of the yerd po;v
Becsed a couple of windows facing Into
nuother inelonrL at tho back. Obvi-

ously the broken uosod .locky, unseen
himself, had observed the constable's
movements.

lleallr.hig that discovery was Immi-

nent, ho was effecting a strategic
movement to tho rear.

Tho policeman Instantly abandoned
Ills cautious tactics. lie ran toward
tho door of tho house whence 'tho

sound came, u resisted somewhat,
but 'yielded to hU shoulder, llo disap-
peared inside. Philip, after closing
his own door, also ran to the new cen-
ter of interest, shielding the candle
with one hand lest it should blow out

Quick as iie was, ho missed tho first
phase of a Homeric combat. Tho vio-

lent .loeky, foiled by an unnoticed
iron bar In bis attempt to escape, turn-
ed like a niadm-.u- on the policeman.
There was uo sort of parley between
them. Cursing the luck that had re-

vealed his hiding place, the man. an
with tho frame of a glaitt.

sprang at his pursuer suddenly from
an inner room,

Tho policeman had a .second's warn-
ing. It was something, but not enough
to give him an advantage. lie got his
truncheon out, but slmultnnooudy his
assailant was on hhn with a ferocity
of a catamount. They closed In bono
breaking endeavor, and before they
were locked together for ten fearful
seconds the otllcor of the law bitterly
regretted the professional prldo which
sent him single handed Into this un-

equal strife.
For ho was physically outclassed, and

ho knew It, and there Is no more un-

nerving knowledge can come to a man
In such a supreme moment. Neverthe-
less he was a brave man, and he fought
with all tho resolution that Is born of
the consciousness of Justice aud moral
right. Put Providence Is on the side
of big battalions, and .Toeky was tailor,
heavier, very much more active. More-
over, liberty Is as potent an lucent Ivo

fore tho policeman returned.
What would happeu If the frlendl

constable believed Jocky Mason's ex-

cited statements? True, l'lillip bad
no reuson to fear tho law, but with
exposure might come other troubles.
Would any one advnueo n claim to his
meteor? Mr. Abingdon hlnhid nt such
a thing. Ho pnld uo rent for his
house; ho might be turned out Instan-
tlyrefused permission to remove any-
thing except his few unsalable house-
hold goods.

Assuredly he was In nu awkward
predicament. Of courso there was a
chalice that the policeman would con-

tinue to laugh at the convict's folly.
If he did not, there would certainly Iki

compllrallon. Could ho avoid them by
any nieaiaiV Where wa:t there tl snfo
bluing place fjr liif I'duniotul until
next OayV Would mother inspire hhn
luuiln as she had not failed to do dur-

ing so many strati e events'.' Would
her spirit iiide bU footsteps across
this new quicksand on whoso verso
la- - he itsted?

A tew floors to the left was O'Hrien's
shop. The old e.uui crent Into sight,
ntuggerlii'.: under the wchrht of a shut-
ter. Cood gracious! Why hail ho not
thought of thlit jilly sooner? Soma
precious minutes were wasted alrea.ly.

"Anaii, I'hli. phwar iu the worruld"
"Wait .lust Hie least bit. Mr. O'llrleiu

I have some portmanteaus that I want
to store lor Hie night. Io let me put
them at the back of your (bop. My
place is not very safe, you know."

'Sure, boy,' that's a shinnll thing to
nx. Hrtng 'em. an'

W'th the seed of a deer riilllp dived
Into the mews. Ho carried the two
lesser bags without extraordinary dif-

ficulty and deposited tliein behind
O'Hrien's counter. Tho third wns al-

most too much for hlni, ns the weight
wns all In ono hand, but he got It there.,
breathless with the exertion.

Ho had to open the fourth and tear
out the stuttlng of paper. When tilled
with the packages taken from tho
llfth, It was beyond his power to lift
It, so ho dragged It bodily along tho
niews aud luro the shop,

a passerby offered to help him.
"No, (hunks," be managed to any,

though the effort to speak calmly toolt
away bis remaining breath. "I am
only Inking It in the shop there." .

The man glanced at the shop It wnrt
a murine (lore dealer's u placo where
lead and Iron and brass found ready
(ale. lli past-.e- on.

"Ho the forehun uv war, Phil, wltoro
did ye get the. tllgaut letitbor thrimt.3
an' phwut's In thcin?" Imfnlred the as-

tonished pensioner,
Tho boy bravely culled a suillo to his

nld, "I have a big story to toll you
one of those days, Mr. O'Hrlen, but I
have uo time tonight. These things
will not bo 111 your way until the morn-

ing?"
"Tho dlvll n bit." If things go on an

they aro, there'll soon bo room enough
In the poor ould shop. To think afthor
nil these years that n murtherln' tlilct
In tho war olllco"

I'hlllp was safe. IIo rapidly helped
Ills friend to put up tho shutters nnd
rushed back to No. ii. Kven yet ho
was not qulto prepared for eventuali-
ties. He ran upstairs and gathered n
few articles belonging to his mother,
articles ho never endeavored to sell
even when pinched by hunger.

The Inst dress m!io wore, her boots, n
hat, nu album wllh photographs, sonie
toilet accessories from the tiny dress-

ing table, the coverlet of tho bed on
which Hho (fled theso and kindred me-

mentos made n very credible bulk In

tho denuded portaianteiiu.
lie gave ono gianco at tho hole lu

the back yard ns he wont to tho con!

house for a fresh supply of coal. Thnt
must rcuinlu. It probably would not
be seen. In liny cuso It roinulned In-

explicable.
IIo was Btlnrlng the lire when a tup

Hounded on the door, nnd the police
man entered, followed by un Inspector.

Morning," The Pillar of A tttc.
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largest cannon known ,,) modern cm.
nary was spilt asumh'r in direr-tiuns-

Hs fissures gaped wide!- - as ir
io mwk at 1:1m. Tin. rain and s:ea-- .i
hud dune their work v eil. I; was evci
po.sible that he wee;.', not need

but would be able ti pi,:: our
each separate chunk with b! : lava'..

instauily be put the thiavar l.,i p..
ecut;..a uad slice;".', led !:i l

pieces to the yard lew'. Ila uo:e
that they were gor-e- d wir'.i the liuil
white pebbles, some bain;: the sl::t of
'iaeen's eggs, lie could not help

them In his mind's eye with the
collection now lodge in
safe. If those were worth fDJ.COO,
these must be of fabulous value.

Any other person In the wide world
might have been excused If he pinched
himself or winked furiously or took
out the gold filled tobacco pouch for
careful Inspection to assure himself
that he was not dreaming. Not so
riilllp. The only dominant feeling in
his brain was one of annoyance that
he should have doubted for one cingle
instant that menus would be given him
to secure absolute and undisputed con-
trol of his treasure.

But there remained the problem of
weight. Ills original Idea was to wrap
tho actual body of the meteor In the
stout sack he obtained from O'Brien
uud then inclose all his valuables in a
tin trunk which he would purchase
next morning. Any ordinary trujwould certainly be spacious enough,
but Its phenomenal weight would un-

questionably evoke more comment than
he desired, and It would need two
strong men to lift it.

This portion of his plan needed to be
entirely remodeled, and he was now
more than ever thankful that thp .10.

save one expended, reposed In bis
pocket. With money, all tilings, or
nearly all things, were .

Owing to iie crumped space in which
the meteor lay. It was no small task to
bring It to the surface In sections, but
he persevered. Hy strenuous endeavor
he accumulated an astonishing pile ol
Iron ore studded with diamonds, look-

ing not unlike almonds in a brown
cake, and the guttering candle held low
down failed to reveal anything else In

tho hole. There was a good deal ol
debris at the bottom, and the depth was
uow over four fe't. ,To reach to Its
full extent he was compelled to Jam
his head and shudders Intn the excava-
tion and feel blindly wllh one band, so
he rightly concluded that a limil ex-

amination might lie loft until dayl'gbt.
l'.y this time he was hot and covered

with dirt. He stripped, washed himself
In front of the lire nnd changed Into
his new cloilu;.
. Ha did not possess a loaking glass,
but be feii sure that he presented a re-

markably different appearance when
attired iu a neat serge salt, a clean
shirt and reputable boots. Hi t fir st Im-

pulse was to thrust his discarded gar-
ments into the lire, but sentiment pre-
vailed, and he folded them Into a par-
cel.

Then he extinguished Ids candle nnd

went out. To his exceeding surprise he

discovered that It was nearly !) o'clock.

Time had Indeed flown.
Tho shops In the Mile End road open

early and close late. He entered a

restaurant where he was unknown,
passing, ns a matter of policy, the cof-

fee stall of his kindly helper of those
former days now so remote In his

crowded memories. After eating a

hearty inenl. for which be was thor-

oughly prepared, he tendered a sover-

eign in payment.
The proprietor barely glanced nt 1:1m.

Philip was now well dressed, accor.ibig
to local ideas, and hi-- i str.vig. er-c- t

Ugnre. bis resolute face, uddul two ol

three years to his age when c 'intrusted
with the puny standard of fifteen it'
set by the poverty stricken East End.

He bad forgotten to buy u necktie
and n new pair of stockings. These
oniisdoiis he now rectified, and he also

purchased a warm, dark gray traveling
rug. several yards of drugget, n ball of

lwiiie and a pair of scissors. A couple
of stout but worn leather portmanteaus
caught his eye.

"Those are ( heap." said the salesman

quicklv, "only 1.1 shillings each."
"I'm' not sure I can afford so much,"

said Philip hesitatingly, for the rug
alone cost 1 !s.

'They're a real bargain real leather.

They were never made under .1 each.

"Oh very well! I will take them."

lie produced :S. got his change nnd

walked away with his goods without
The shop-

man
causing anv wonderment.

was only too glad to have such 11

CT'tomer nt that late hour.

Philip now knew that he was fairly

safe, but he decided that a billycock

h'.t "'ive him a more mature
a cap. This alteration being

n'lVcted. lie hurri-- d off P. Johnsons

Mews and n'entcn i his d'unh lie with-

out Incident worthy of note.

Voi-- ouhkiv. r.iih the help of ilruz--et- ,

s- os and twine, the two small

iortmauteaus were packed with pieces
the meteor and the paper covered

already prepared. When each
Lag weighed fo-- .y pounds he

stuffed the remaining space with rolled
cloud nd locked them.

newspapers,up three larger leather
He estimated that

less noisy than tin.
bags, these being

mucu as possible that night Three
times he sallied forth nnd returned
with a good sized valise. He paid
prices varying from 2 10s. to 3 15s.
and always bought secondhand goods.

He had locked aud strapped the
fourth of his goodly array of traveling
bags when he fancied he heard a foot-
step In the mews. Such an occurrence
would have troubled him not a jot a
week ago. Tonight It was extremely
disconcerting.

Notwithstanding tbo ifobj-li-t of tho
nackod portmanteaus, especially the

one, no lifted each bodily iu his

mm t 1

rl

llo ylunccd ut tlic ivlmiow anil vau) a
Jaca.

nrms ana run with it iuto the tiny
Bcullcry. On tho trout window thew
way no bliiul, only a mnall, much won:
curtain covering tho lcvrer initios, uni
he d!il not want any stray loai'oi' tc
gitzo in at him ami (llsoovM' a largo
quantity of lugrttiRo In mich n illsrupu-tnbl-

hovel.
Whon tho fourth bat was

of in the dark recoss of tho scullery he
paitM'.i fur an Instant to listen. There
was r.ot a sound. Throu-I- i the window
ho con hi dimly dixi-cr- the roof of the
deserted stables opposite.

lie bent n;rain to tho task of parking
tho tifih portmanteau and was pliK'b.ijj
In it the last parcel of ore and dia-

monds when sonio of the henvy con-

tents fell through one end where the
drugget wrapping had boon hastily
folded.

Shaking the paekago on the floor ns
n grocer boats down the contents of o

sugar bag, he picked up the fallen speci-
mens and put them' in. one hy one. A

large lump of r: had fallen apart
when It dropped. Inside there was fi

huge kernel, u rough diamond quite
as a hen's egg.

Phllip'sniiled as he recalled Ida htmM
to Isaacstein. He examined tho stone
critically and realized that if it wero
(lawless it mu-;- t be one of the marvels
of creation. Without experiencing any
positive motive ho slipped this unique
specimen into his pocket aud went on
with the reconstruction of the damaged
parcel.

At last lie lluishei.1. Tho portman-
teau was lying open on the floor when
tho thought occurred to hint that he

mljiht have avoided the Hurry ahd trou
ble of carrying these heavy article
Into tho scullery if he had nailed a con-pl-

of yards of his drugget across tlip
window.

It was not too late even now to recti-

fy this defect. Ho glanced at tho win-

dow to ascertain how much material he
should cut off and saw a face an ovll,
brutal, suspicious face peering iu ut
him over the top of tho curtain.

CIIAI'Trdt IX.
T would be idle to deny that I'hiKp

was startled by the sight. No
braver or more resolute !i'y bronth-ed- .

Hut the silence, tho mystery
the gloomy aloofness of Johnson's
Mcvslent a sinister aspect to an

formidable enough under any
circumstances, but absolutely threaten
lug and full of danger to one situated
as h- - nt that moment.

lie never remembered seeing the man
before, not that this repellent physios-iidjii- j

was of a type to be soon forgot-
ten. A bullet head, with prominent,
bloodshot eyes, a strong, cruel mouth,
a huge nose, badly broken a certain
strength of character In features de-

based by drink and criminality these
were tho tokens writ legibly on the
countenance glaring Intently at the boy
from without.

The two gazed at each other for an

appreciable time. The man's face wan-

dered from I'hillp's face to his costumo
and then rested on the open portman-
teau ut the boy's foot. There was In

his expression on air of astonishment
a certain gloating bewilderment an of
one who had stumbled unawares upon
some object of wueh potential value
that the finder could hardly believe It

to be true. He was thinking, wonder- -

Ii!g, debating, with himself. The gog- - j

gle eyes seemed to see more than the;
brain way Inclined to credit.

Philip despite his alarm felt that the
rli'ht course was to resent this Imperil- -

Kent prvhi" Into his affairs. .

"Hello, yon!" ho shouted. "What do j

you want ;

j The man grinned. He seemed to be
n!wut to answer wm-- he smmemy
turned his head ami looked down the'
yard toward the entry.

Instantly he swung round and van-- .

Inhed noiselessly with the silent Alert--

nesa of a cat, for the boy board no

sound. He simply disappeared In the j

darkness, and I'hlllp, who knew every
Inch of the ground, realized that Uui

eyes wero glued on the prostrate form
of Jocky. Tho policeman understood
his fear and laughed.

"lloift you worry nhout him. He'll
do u Htretch nil rlKht. I would have
Kiven hhn a harder one than that If I
got a switi t ut him." '

His words wero quickly Justified.
The fallen mau growled unintelligibly

"and moved. With a rapidity born of
much practice tho olllcer handcuffed
him. There must have been some
penso of familiarity in the touch of the

bracelets, for the recipient of this j

deli-at- attention stirred uneasily.
"You knocked h!m silly," the j

policeman, "but h will get his wits
back in a minute or two. Can yon
brills i a drink of water'.' It won't
do me any harm either."

l'lillip hurrlivl away to compty with
this requesl. His mind Vas relieved
now aud with the backward swiiig of

mental pendulum came the reflec-
tion that the least said cf Ids connee-ttc- u

with tho case the better.
Ila tilled a small tin enn at tho rail-

lery Ian and with Ii t i the seen.' of
the cat tt:re. rJ":u coirita'e vaii ;;ei-lly

shaking l:is, prka and s

htm by namo.
".locky! Jock-.- - le,!l yoc.r-sel- f

t i;ther. This w ay for tho Old

Ilnlley!"
"If you please," raid I'hlllp, "I would

oe very greatly obliged were my uatro
not in: ut loiied nt nil with rvfs:-cnc- to
tlil.i nlTalr."

Ti'e p"!l( eman, vhoe senses were
noiv.al aiiln, vns lrishin!-.- - limiresred
by the line's manner. I Is ifc

cent was that of the men of the I'ut
vcrs'ty mission. And how nciny boys
of Ids t go would huvo striik so

Btmight nr.fl truly nt a crlllcnl mo-

ment?
"Well, don't you see. that will bo

rather dllllcult," was the' answer. "It
was you who told me where he was,
nnd the iiuiii himself knows that with-
out someUowy's help I could not have
arrested him. There Is no need to
mince matters. I have you to thiink
for not being laid here stPT."

I'hlllp said no more. To press his re-

quest Implied a powerful motive. The
stars In tiielr courses must have con-

spired that day to supply hbu with
excitement.

Mason eagerly gulped the water held
to his lips. Then he tried to raise his
right hand to his head. Ah! He un-

derstood. A tlo'-- of oaths began to
meander thickly from bis mouth.

"That's better," said the constable en-

couragingly. "Now. up you get I It's
no uso, Jocky. I won't let you kick tno.
You must either go quietly or I will
drag you to the Htreet over the stones,
and Hint will hurt."

The mini glared dully nt his enptor.
With the apathy of his class, ho knew
wheti he was beaten and became sub-

missive In demeanor. I'lilTp, holding
his candle aloft, marveled nt his own
temerity lu hitting tills giant, o.Klike lu
sl.e and strength.

Mason wabbled .Ills head and craned
his neck awkwardly.

"do gov mo that crnclt on tho nut?"
he nsked.

"The roof dropped," was tho jocular
reply.

"Not It. I 'ad yer dahl), sailor, I was
on yer afore ye could live yer stick, Yo
was fairly bested ilnlll somebody allied
me wlv a welt on the skylight."

"NovM- mind, Jocky. It'll hurt you to
think Just now. Come on."

Hut the becaiuo sensible
of the unwonted light In the- - deserted
bousu and slowly turned Ills head un-

til bis glaiico rested on l'lillip.
"Why," he roared, with an impreca-

tion, "that's the bloouilii' kid 'on found
tho I Heed Tin of
em. White stones, the paper said, an'
hits of Iron, too. A trunk full of 'em.
'K 'as one lu 'Is packet a: bij: ns an
en:"

The p'd!(eie:tu lan.'he:!. So did 1'hll-

Ip. v. I:h ritnily acceptance of the
cue.

"Como nbntf, Joi ky, You're wool

trnt.wiiif. I'll ret yon a pint of eilToe
at tl'e sinti'i Ji!:d to tvacv l.!le":o's llo
lll'lll-e.- K.fl,: liie.c jiettabie.

"The wnu-- wits loo strong for hlni,"
put lu riiil'p.

The bewail to prote.-t-, but
he wasted words In sweirlug. Tho
"I'lillm-- grasped hlni by the arm and
marched him down tho yard, saying
over his shoulder:

"I'nll that door to, I'll come back fov
my coat In half an hour."

I'hlllp followed, but In n sea of per-
plexity. Ho heard Mnson'H frantic ex-

postulations to' the , pollcemun whnt
was mi extru stripe to tho loss of un-

told wealth that youngster was richer
Hum Uotlischlkl, the papers said. Tho
suinll lot he Hhowed In the police court
wero worth iSUJjuO nnd ho had tous
more.

It wns all of no tivull. Certainly tho
constablo had uever heard hucIi queer
reasons ndvuuced for stopping uu ar-

rest, but Mason was obviously dazed
for tho time maundering nlsiut tho
story which everybody talked of. llo
would chuugv his tune wheu ho ru-

ed to whom bo was indebted for his
capture.

Tho Iwy wtilked behind them
(hading the cuudlo with his

hand. Ho wits so absorbed with hi
tumultuous thoughts that tho first In-

dication he received of uiiythlng bizurro
lu his uppearuuee wus tlio giggling of
u girl who saw ti tin standing lu the
nrcli of the mows carefully shielding
the lllckerlng wick.

He blew It out. A clock In the small
Jeweler'4 (hop op)OHlte (bowed the
tlmo ten minutes past 11. In thai
part of London, a busy hive of men and
women of the working class, be bad no
chnuco of removing till belonging be
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CHAPTER VIII t Continued.)

i'hi'ii lie groped Ills doubtful, path to
- he mantelpiece where lie hud left n

,..imi!( and a box of matches. Ills boots
as he went on what ho know

U lie mostly diamonds, and ho :;tuin-lilc-

over the mattress In frajit of tho

fireplace. Yes, the trundle was there.
he hiid u light, 't'lio tiny I'loam

iif1.?'.! tno black curtain, and lie

e;l his domain. A single ginnca rhrjii--- .

eil liiiu that all things remained oxut-tt-

ns he left them on Saturday morelng.
Tho packet of letters, rested on the

broken chair, the old suck was stuffed
Into tbo window mid the rope that
never to he forgotten rope dangled
from the hook to which ho had fasten- -

ed it.
The sight brought n lump Into his:

throat, lie sank to his knees, pressed
down, ho felt, by. some superior power.

"Mother," he said humbly, "forgive
'

me and ask God to forgive me for
what I would have (lone were you not
watching over me."

In the spiritual exaltation of the mo-

ment he almost expected to dud that
sweet face peering at liiui beuiguautly
from out the dim background. But he
could not see her, and ho rose, rei

by this spoken 'communion with
her. He had no shadow of doubt ta to
her presence. God to him was the e

and his mother the iinqnestimia-bl- e

means of communication with the
rrovideiico that governed his life. He
would die rather t'.iaa abandon that
belief. Were it dispelled from his
miiiil he was (piite eertal.i that his
wealth would vanish with It. It was
no haphazard accident which ha 1 sent
the diamond laden meteor headlong
from the sky. Ho was despairing,

His mother appealed for him,
and, behold: The very elements thai,
control tho world obeyed u mighty be-

hest.
He begun to work methodically. In

the iirst place, .he lit a lire, for the
evening was chilly; then he shook his
mattress aud swept the floor, gather-
ing into a heap nil tho tlhy, particles
with which it was littered. 'These he
collected in a piece of newspaper and
folded them into a parcel, which again
he inclosed in a stouter sheet of brown
paper, Anally tying the whole with a
yard of string he carried In ills pocket.

There wero hundreds of tiny dia-

monds iu that insignificant package
and not a few the size of small peas.
As a mutter of fnct, he discovered

that the net result of his
sweeping brought him iu over a 1,000.

.Having examined every nook and
crevice of the apartment by the aid
of the candle, he satisfied himself that
naught remained which would indi-
cate to the most curious eye any event
out of the common having occurred in
that humble dwelling.

It was typical of --rjiilip's implicit
faith that ho did not unlock the back
door until his interior tusk was ended.
He knew that his meteor was untouch-
ed.

There was no wind without. The
candle, feeble as its rays were,- illumi-
nated the small yard sufficiently to re-
veal its debris of white stones and
darker lumps of metal. Beginning lit
the doorway t he swept vigorously, but
"villi minutest care, until he hnd form-rfou-

good sized piles on tho

He could not afford to differentiate
letve-.M- the debris of the damaged

and the fragments of the
lni'lmr. It was easy to distinguish the
larger pieces of broken glass from the
window inside the house. In the yard
he had neillier the time nor the light
to select the bits of shattered stone.
All nrest go together, to be sorted with
leisured care subsequently.

He scrutinized the external window
sills, the doar posts, the chinks of the
sniall coal house door nt the farther
'ml of the yard, even the rough sur-
faces of the walls, and removed every
sped; of loose material. More news-papa.-

was requisitioned, but after -

the twine on his parcel of cloth-h-

ran short of string.
He coolly went up the stairs, unfast-

ened the rope witll wuscb he had In-

tended to hang himself and loosened
its stiff strands. Soon be had an abun-
dance 0f strong cord, and four bulky
packages were added to the Brst small
one.

T,ley were heevy, too, weighing sev-
eral pounds each. In placing them
side by 5lIe close to the wnll t0neatli
tae front window he suddenly realized

n unforeseen difficulty.
t!:"so shreds of matter the mere

as it were, of the meteor wero
Ponderous, what would be the

T'e.'r'i; of the meteor Itself? How
p'U he hope to lift it from the hole

'''! it lay, how convey it from
'i Mews to a new nnd safer

06 nation? He might as well eadeav- -

' i:;ove an unwllline plenhnnt.The t.iouqht chilled him. 1'or the
tr-- t tW: since his farting Interview
"l-.- l Mr. Ahilinln,, 1,1. lit..

'"ad of fallur?. With something of
J.,",',' m ulooJ- ho snatched the

and ran hastily into the yard." knot and held the light low in the
Ration. Then he cried aloud:

hat: Am I so ready to lose faith
mother?"

the huge metallic mass-- so big
1 "i "onld oot enter the bore of the

tents of the last portmanteau. Uad ho
aho witnessed the removal of the oth-
ers to the pantry?

Phi'ln's experience as a newspaper
vender told him that nil was
now familiar with his m n personal
appearance !ls ils YvIf(i the sem-

blance an value of h!-- ; PiekMrL-
Tho white stor.e-- Uu clumps

of iron ore, had lwn l ml'iu'o
ly by e1ev;fv journal! t: i y.v p'e
mon'ed Ivuacsfobfs- s' :t .v.:v.t b.
facts gleaned from encyclopedias a:ii"
interviews with geIegiL-ts-

Most probably tlii h ;d rea
loir; articles about him, f- tV: i'V'"
was such as to brin;; watery tuvsoi

Hps of every pmiuiles : v:i;;ra::t b;
the kingdom. Indeed, the careful scru-

tiny bestowed on bis fiue and cIo!lien
bore out this suspicion. I'.ad he not
changed bis garments the stranger
would have known his Identity beyond
nil question. As It was, the man was
puzzled and dlsturlied at tho very mo-

ment he was about to say something.
What had happened to cause hhn to
run away? What had he seen or heard?
Above all, how much did he know of
Philip and his affairs?

Well, the door was locked, and U

would bo folly to go out again that
night. The house was absolutely un-

approachable enve by tho front. I'hlllp
resolved to remain nwskb. until

O'Brien's spade stood against
the llreplace. It was a formidable
weapon, and he would nut he.dtute to'
use It if forcible entry was attempted,
llo must sit quietly In the dark, listen
lug for each sound and threatening
boldly when he heard any one endeav-
oring to open door or window.

llo sighed, for he was very tired, but
the vigil was Imperative.

lb; dropped the drugget aud scissors
and bent again over the portmanteau,
l'he packing operations might as well
ho linislieil now, and indeed wheu the
1'ght was extinguished It would be bel-

ter to keep away from the whitlow,
through which n sudden thrust with
on implement might do him an Injury.

He took ids discarded clothes and nr
ranged them on top of tho last parcels
of ore and dlamhnds. Then he reached
out f r tho small bundle of documents
resting on the chair behind him, In-

tending to place them lu a liitlo pocket
In the hVp which already covered one-hal- f

of th? bag.
At that ipstant he a'rain heard foot-s'op-

Of course a very few seconds
hiy elapsed since he first caught sight
of the living specter without. The
.Ideas recorded at such length whirled
through. his active brain wllh IMitnltig
speed just as the knowledge now came
that the footsteps proceeded from the
entrance to the mews and not frm its
extremity, while their linn regularity
betokened the advent of some person
who had no special reason to conceal
his movements.

The boy listened breathlessly. The
oncomer readied his door, passed It.
Flopped opposite the window, and then
another face peered over the curtain.

This time It was a policeman.
For an Instant their eyes met In mu-

tual astonishment. Then the police-
man came: close that his helmet rear.
ed again: n pane of glass. Ho grinned
affably nnd cried:

"Here! I want to speak to you."
Intuitively grasping the essential

fact that bin best policy was one of
ready acquiescence, Philip sprang to-

ward the door and unlocked it. He
stood on the step. Th eon dahle

"I hope I didn't startle you," he be-

gan, "but I Just looked In on the off
chance"- -

"I an very glad ladc-- to see ymt,".
Interrupted the boy. "I am leaving hero,
tomorrow. Just now. while I was
packing voine of my belongings, a very
nasty looking man came and peeped
hi at mo In the same way as you did."

He backed Into the house. Tho police-
man half followed him, his quick glance
noting the open portmanteau nnd its
array of old clothes.

"Just now? he questioned. "Do you
mean some time since?"

"No. no. Not half a minute a fewH
seconds ago."

"Put where can he be? lie hasn't
left the mews or I must have soon
him. I crossed the road, nnd no ono
enme out In so short a time."

"Well, he Is somewhere In tho place.
He had n horrid appearance a man
with a broken nose. He made mo
Jump, I can assure you."

"A man with a broken nose! Ity
Jove! I'm looking for a parly of that
description. A rank wrong un. Hob-ber-

with violence aud a few other
little things. What sort of"n man was
he? You saw his face only, I sup- -

pose 7'
The constable stepped back Into the

paved court. A rapid twist of his
hand sent a vivid beam of tight dancing
over ruined tenements, disheveled door
wnys nnd shattered windows.

"A tail man," said Philip, "taller
than you, for I coufd see his chin over
the string of the curtain. He had a big
face, with eyes that stuck out fcoJd-ly"- -

"It's JfK'ky right enough!" cried the
constable. "Now, where can be hve
got to? He's an ughy customer to
tackle dingle handed," he added b&
Death bis breath.

8

CHArTKH X.

'T' HIS Is tho boy, sir," snld tho
1 pollcemun.
B "Oh, Is that hhn?" observed

the Inspector, sticking his
thumbs Into hlj belt and gazing ut l'lill-

ip with profeshVmal fievcrlly.
I'hlllp met their scrutiny without

lllucliing. lie leaned against tho wall
with his hands In his pockets, ono list
cllnonod over the pouehful of gold, tho
other guarding a diamond bigger than
the

"I am sorry I have only one chair,
gentlemen," ho wild apologetically.

"That's nil right lad," said the -

(pector. "The constablo hero tells mi)

that you very plucklly helped him to

cnpttirc a notorious burglar. Tho man
was hiding In this mews, nnd It seems
you Iirst saw him looking iu through
your window. What were you doing ut
the time?"

"I'ncklng my portmanteau."
"Oh, packing your'portiuautcau."
"Yes. That Is It."
Ho (toopcil nnd nonchalantly threw

It open. Ills clothes nnd boots nnd
(omo of tho other contents wero ex-

posed to view. The Inspector laughed.
"Not ninny dlnmonds there, llrnd-Icy.-

"No, sir. I told you Musou wns talk-

ing rubbish."
"Did he (ay any more about me g

the boy who found tho meteor?"
asked I'hlllp, with n Iirst rate attempt
nt a grin.

"Wouldn't talk of anything else,"
1'. C. Urudley.

'Judging by tbo way he dropped
wbiii I bit hlni, I expect lie saw stars,"
said l'lillip.

"Are you leaving here?" asked the
inspector.

(Continued Next Saturday.)
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lie plcki l vp the trunclicnn ami hriimjlil
It down oh Jncl.y's html tkull.

ii m lau-- nuy dny, mill huv wna IicIiir
steadily tLrutth'tl when tho pitlo. kIcuiii
of i'hili' cniuihr lit up the (.'ontlncH of
tho ruhmufi liovul fibout which the two
men Htumped nnd lurehed nnd wrestled.

At the preciue moment of tho boy'g
entriuieo the poIiecmnn'H knee yielded,
nnd he fell, with hit reinorHeleHH an
titoniHt uppermoHt. I'hlllp, Klnv nt
tlium wild eyed, nlmoxt fell, too, forhlH
left foot rolled on the cnDHtnhle'ri Htnff.

r.ehi3 fiiKliioned of the ntulY which
founds empires on the prlnelplu that
instant netlon Ik worth n century of
diplomacy he plrl.ed up the truncheon
nnd brought It down .on Jocky's hard
skull with ftuch emphasis tiiat the con
vlct omlltcd a pieer Kort of coin1! nnd
collcpsed limply on top of his conquered

Then the boy was horrllled. The two
lay s j ret 11 that he Imagined lntli wero
ilfird. It Is one till iik to help tlej law,
but 'piile another to kill a man. He did.
not want to be n murderer rui well ns u

millionaire, not kuowlii then t!iofpiali
ties which po to form these varieties of
prints ho'ino are r.trnn;;ely alike.

Ho ttitzc-- ut tlicni as ill n trance, but
relief came when he heard them breath-In-- r

Htertorously. At last, after n pnuse
thnt npnnrently endured unnumbered
minutes, the constable weakly rolled
himself free from tho bulky form of
bis would be (layer uud (at up.

He I minted bis Iuuk vigorously. Then
ho mummed to Ku-i-

Thank you: You've nved my life!"


