
o

ney, but governed and controlled utter-
ly by tbe greater personage who could
unlock the door of the treasure houu.

i
i They searched him and found noth- -

In the Bridewell police station. He lng In his pockets save a key. a broken

was paraded before tbe inspector in kn!f some bits of string neatly co!-- i

charge a functionary who would not e'. and a coupler buttons. He snent
have exhibited auy surprlft had the the next hour miserably in a whlte-- I

before cell.. He refused some coffeeGerman emperor been brought wnjhed'

blm charged with shoplifting.
and1 bread bgroght to him at 12 o clock.

He opened a huge ledger, tried if his and this was the only sentient break In

jjf The KING of f
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estimate of their worth."
"I take it from what you 8a.meteoric diamonds are rare-'- '
Isaacsteln closed his throat

premonitory cough and bunch,l.ls shoulders. A sllgbt
steadied --y bis stumpy hat "M
rail of the witness box. iIe

0 "
the greatest living authority
subject, and he knew It ,be

"It is a common delusion
inoud miners that diamonds fmi,"
the skies in meteoric showers"
"There Is noma sort e , .neM.

a wua jumme or connieuuR uiuwuis.

By Louis Tracy, I
I Author of "Wings of the Morning." "The Pillar of A t

Etc. 5JVX
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Yes, yes! Do you think I am ro-

mancing? Perhaps they are in his pos-

session now."
' "Have you any more of these stones,

boy'"
Pblllp, with lips tensely set was des-

perately cool again. He moved his
arm, and the constable's grasp tight-
ened.

"You are hurting me," said the boy.
"1 merely wish to put my band in my
pocket. Are you afraid of me that you
hold me so fast?"

The policeman, like the rest, did not
fall to notice Philip's diction. The
scornful superiority of his words, the
challenge of the final question, took
blm aback. He relaxed his grip and

grinned confusedly.
Pblllp Instantly produced bis paper

of diamonds and opened It widely so

that all the stones could be seeu. He
banded the parcel to tbe policeman.

"Take good care of then), coustable,"
be said. "Judging from results, they
would not be sufe In that man's
bands."

But Isaacsteln did not hear tho In

For tho first time Pblllp wished be
was older, bigger, more experienced.
He even found himself beginning to
wonder what he should do until be
reached man's estate. He sighed.

Isaacsteln was watching him closely,
trying to solve the puzzle by the aid of
each trick and dodge known In a trade
which lends Itself to acute roguery of
every description. Tbe look of uncon-
scious anxiety, of mental weariness on
Philip's face seemed to clear away bis
doubts. He chuckled thickly.

"How many, now," he murmured.
"Ten, twenty of assorted sizes, eh?"

"Far more! Far more! Be content
with what I tell you today, Mr. Isaac-
steln. I said my business was Impor-
tant. When you are better acquainted
with me I think you will And It suffi
ciently valuable to occupy the whole of
your time."

Philip was ever on tbe verge of
bursting out Into confidences. His se
cret was too vast too overpowering,
for a boy of fifteen. He wanted tbe
knowledge and the trust of an older
man. He did not realize that the mer
chant, beginning by regarding him as
a thief, was now veering round to the
uplnlon that be was a lunatic, for it Is
known to most men that the values
kf diamonds Increase out of all propor-
tion to their weight. While a one car-
at stone Is worth, roughly speaking.

10, a twenty carat gem of the same
purity Is worth any sum beyond
2,000, uud tbe diamond Philip bad

submitted for Inspection would prob-
ably cut Into ten or twelve carats of
fine luster. To speak therefore of an
abundance of larger and finer stones
was a simple absurdity. The De Beers

"Ilave tou any more like (Ms stone f 1
suppose not, cht "

compnny alone could use such a figure
of siieech, and even then only at isolat
ed dates In Its history.

The boy, with his eyes stondfnstly
fixed on the man's face and yet with a
dlstuut expression lu them thut puld
Blight heed to the waves of emotion
exhibited by tho heavy cheeks and
pursed up mouth, awaited some final
utterance on the part of his questioner.
Surely he bad said sufficient to make
this uiau keenly alive to tho commer-
cial value of the "business" he offered.
Under tho conditions Isaacsteln could
not refuse to give him sufllclent money
to meet bis Immediate wants.

Tbo man, Bcemlngly nt a loss for
words, bent again over tho stone. He
was scrutinizing It closely when a

heavy trend crossed tho outer show-
room and the door was flung open.

"I have sent for you, constable, to
take this boy Into custody," he cried
excitedly. "Ho camo hero ten minutes
ago and offered for sale a very valu
able diamond so rare and worth so
much that ho must have stolen It."

Philip, too, sprnng, up.
"It is a He!" he shouted. "How dare

you say such a thing when I have told
you that It Is mine!"

The policeman collared him by the
shoulder.

"Steady, my young spark," he said.
"Mr. Isaacsteln knows what he Is

about, and I don't Bupposo bo Is very
far wrong this time. Do you know
tho boy, sir?" ho went on.

Isaacsteln gave a voluhlo and accu-
rate summary of Philip's statements.
Knch moment the policeman's grip be-

came firmer. Evidently the boy was
the mere agent of a gang of thieves,
though It was beyond comprehension
that any one short of an Idiot should
choose an emissary with broken boots
and ragged clothing In order to effect
a deal with the leading bouse In Hat-
ton Garden.

Philip listened to the recital In dumb
agony. His face was deathly pale, and
his eyes glowed with the rage and
shame that filled his soul. So the man
bad been playing with him. merely
fooling blm until some secret signal by
nn electric bell bad sent a messenger
flying for tho police. Ills dream of
wealth would end In the Jail, his fairy
oasis would be a felon's coll. Very
well, be It so. If ho could help It, not
all the policemen In London should
rend bis secret from blm. With a sud-
den glow of fiery, satisfaction he re-

membered that his clothing contained
no clew to his address, and bo bad not
given bis name at either I.udgnte Ilijl
or Hatton Garden. How long could
they keep blm a prisoner? Would
ethers find his meteor and rob blm of
his mother's gift? In less than a fort-

night men would come to tear down
the buildings In Johnson's Mews. Well.
It mattered not Tbe courage of

which nerved him the previous
night came to his aid i&iln. He would
defy them all careless of consequeuoe.

The policeman was saying:
"It's a queer affair, sir. Did he real-

ly say he had lots more of 'em?"

Den would make a hair stroke on a

piece of paper and said laconically
"Name?"
No answer from the prisoner, follow-

ed by emphatic demands from Inspect-
or and constable, the former volunteer-
ing the Information that to refuse your
name and address was In Itself au of
fense against the law.

Philip's sangfroid was coming to his
aid. The horror of bis passage through
tbe gaping mob had cauterized all oth-

er sentiments, and be now saw that If
he would preserve his Incognito he
must adopt a ruse.

"Philip Morland," he said doggedly
when tbe inspector asked blm his
name for the last time before record
ing a definite refusal.

"Pblllp Morland!" It sounded curi-

ously familiar In bis ears. His mother
was a Miss Morland prior to ber mar-

riage, but he had not noticed the odd
coincidence that he should have been
christened after the "Sir Philip" of the
packet of letters so fortunately left be-

hind that morning.
"Address?"
"Park lane."
The Inspector began to write before

the absurdity of the reply dawned on
him. He stopped.

"Is your mother a caretaker there or
your father employed In a mews t

".My father and mother are dead.'
"Then will you kindly Inform us

what number In Park lane you live
at?'

"I have not determined that as yet
I Intend to buy a bouse there."

Some constables lounging about the
office laughed, and tbe Inspector, In
censed out of bis routine habits, shout-
ed angrily:

"This is no place for Joking, boy,
Answer me properly or It will be worse
for you."

"I have answered you quite properly.
Tbe constable who brought me here
baa In bis possession diamonds worth
many thousands of pounds belonging
to me. I own .a hundred times as
many. Surely I can buy a house In
Park lane If I like.'

Tbe Inspector was staggered by this
well bred Insolence. He was search'
Ing for some crushing legal threat that
would frighten the boy Into a state of
due humility when Mr. Isaacsteln en
tered.

The Hatton Garden magnate again
related the circumstances attendlu;
Philip's arrest and the Inspector
promptly asked

"What charge shall I enter? Yon

gave him Into custody. Do you think
he baa stolen the diamonds?'

Isaacsteln had been thinking hard
during a short cab drive. Ills reply
was unexpectedly frank.

"He could not have stolen what nev-

er existed. There is no sui h known
collection of meteoric diamonds In the
world."

"But there must be, because they are
here

By this time the parcel of dirty
wblte stones was lying open on tbe
counter, and both merchant and po
liceman were gazing at them Intently.
Ihcre was a nettling logic In the In
spector's retort.

"I cannot answer riddles," said Is
aacsteln shortly. "I can only Btate
the facts. If any other man In tbe
city of London Is a higher authority
on diamonds than I, go to blm and ask
his opinion."

"Mr. Isaacsteln Is right," interposed
rhllip. "No one else owns diamonds
like mine. No one else cau obtain
them. I have robbed no man. Give
me my diamonds and let me bo."

The Inspector laughed officially. Ho
gazed Intently nt Philip and then
soucht Illumination from Isaacstein's
perturbed countenance, but Isnncstein
was moodily examining the contents of
the paper and turning over both the
stones and the scraps of Iron with au
air of profound mystification.

"I'll tell you what" said the In-

spector Jubilantly after a slight pause.
"We will charge him with being hi un-
lawful possession of certain diamonds,
supposed to have been stolen. He has
given me a fnlso name and a silly ad-
dress. Park lane, the young Imp said
he lived In."

"A man In your position ought to be
more accurate." Interposed Pblllp. "I
did not say I lived In Park lane. I told
you I Intended to buy a bouse there."

Seldom Indeed were the minor deities
of the police station bearded In this
fashion, and by a callow youth, but the
inspector was making the copperplnte
ha:r strokes which bad gained him pro-
motion, and his brain had gone back to
Its normnl dullness.

"I will Just see If we cannot bring
him before a magistrate at once," he
sain, siiiiresslng Mr. Isaacsteln. "Can
you make it convenient to attend the
court within nn hour, sir? Then we
will get a week's remand, and we will
soon tlnd out"

"A week's remand!" rhllip became
white again, and those large eyes of
ills began to burn. "What have I
done"

Silence! Search him carefully and
take him to the cells."

The boy turned despairingly to Isaac-
steln. ,

"Mr. Isaacsteln." he said, with a piti-
ful break In his voice, "why do you let
them do this thing? .You are a rich
man and well known. Tell Jietu theyart wrong."

But Isaacsteln was wabbling now In
a renewed state of excitement

"What can 1 do, boy?" he vociferat-
ed, almost hysterically. "Yon must
say where you got these stones, andthen perhaps you can clear up everv-thlnc- "

Philip', lip, met In a thin seam
"I will never tell you." he answered.

And not another word would he utter

' The Idea came to blm that be mnst be
dreaming that soon be would awaken
amid the familiar surroundings of
Johnson's Mews. To convince himself
that this was not so, he reviewed the
history of the preceding twenty-fou- r

hours. At that time yesterday he was
going to Fleet street with a capital of
ninepence to buy a quire of newspa- -

, ....pens. litJ i in, ui in. 1 u ...it uu
sold each of the five copies, where be
bought a penny bun and how be came
to lose his stock and get cuffed into
the bargain for rescuing a girl from an
overturning carriage.

Then his mind reverted to his fixed
resolve to bang himself and his stolid

Then tUt mind reverted to sis fixed re-
solve to hano MmMlf.

preparations for the last act In bis
young life's tragedy. Was that where
the dream started or was the whole
thing a definite reality, needing only a
stout heart and unfaltering purpose to
carry him through triumphantly? Yes.
That was It. "Be strong and brave and
all will be well with you." Surely his
mother had looked beyond the grave
when she uttered ber parting words.
Perhaps If be lay down and closed his
eyes he would see her. He always hop-

ed to see her In his dreams, but never
was the vision vouchsafed to blm
Poor lad, be did not understand thnt
bis sleep was the sound Bleep of health
and innocence, when dresms If they
come nt nil nre but grotesque distor-
tions of the simple fncts of everyday
existence. Only once had be dimly

her presence, nnd thnt was at a
moment which his snne mind now re-

fused to resurrect.
Nevertheless he wns tired. Yielding

to the conceit, he stretched himself on
the wooden couch thut ran along ouc
side of his narrow cell.

Some one called to him, not unkindly.
"Now, youngster, Jump up. The van

Is here."
He was led through gloomy corridors

and placed In a receptacle Just large
enough to hold him uncomfortably In a
huge, lumbering vehicle. He thought
he was the only occupnnt, which was
true enough, the prisoners' .van having
mnde a special cull for Ills benefit.

After a rumbling Journey through
unseen streets he emerged Into nuother
walled lu courtyard. He was led
through more corridors nnd told to
"skip lively" up a winding staircase.
At the top he enine out Into n big rooiu.
with a well-lik- e space In front of him.
filled with a huge table, around which
sat severni gentlemen, nmong them
Mr. Isancsteln, while on nn elevated
platform beyond wns nn elderly mnn.
who wore eyeglnsses nnd who wrote
something in a book without looking
up when Philip's name was called out.

A police inspector, whom Philip had
not seen before, made a short state-
ment nnd wns followed by tbe con
stable who effected the arrest. His
story wns brief and correct and then
the iuspector stated that Mr. Wilson of
Grant & Sons, Ludgate Circus, would
be called at the next hearing, ns ne-

ttle Inspector would ask for a remand
to ennble Inquiries to be mnde. Mean-whil-

Mr. Isaacsteln of Hatton Garden
had made It convenient to attend that
day and would be pleased to give evi-
dence If bis worship desired to hear
him.

Certainly," said Mr. Abingdon, the
magistrate. "This seems to be a some-
what peculiar case, and I will tie glnd
if Mr. Isaacsteln can throw nny light
upon It."

But Mr. Isaacsteln could not do nny
.such thing. He wound up a succinct
account of Philip's visit and utterances
by declaring that there was no collec-
tion of meteoric diamonds known to
blm from wlili-- such a remarkable set
of stones could lie stolen.

This emphatic statement Impressed
the magistrate.

"Let me see them," he said.
The parcel ws handed up to him.

nnd he examined Its contents with ob-
vious interest

"Are you quite sure of their meteor-
ic origin, Mr. IsuncstcWi?" lie asked.

"Yes."
"Can you fonn any estlmntc(jf their

probable value?"
-- About i,HO0!"
The reply startled the magistrate,

and It sent a thrill through the court
"lteally! So much:" Mr. Abingdon

was almost scared.
"If. after cutting, they turn out as

well as I expect, that Is a moderate

Light,"
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Chapter IV. (Continued.)

"Talk like a little gentleman,' 'e
don. If my little Jlmmle 'ad lived 'a
would ha' bin Juet about bl age. Lord
lumme, I 'ope tlie lad turua up again,
an' not for the aake of the bloomln'
ninepence, neither. Tomatoes, mum 7

Yes'tn. Fresh In this mornln'."
After crossing Holborn viaduct Philip

stood for a little while gazing Into tbe
showroom of a motor agency. It was
not that he was Interested In I'nnbard
or De Dion curs, then but little known
to the general public In Knglund, but
rather that be wished to rehearse care-

fully the programme to be followed
with Mr. Isaacsteln. With a sagacity
unlocked for In one of his years, be de-

cided that the meteor should not be
mentioned at all. Of course the dia-

mond merchant would Instantly recog-
nize the Btone as a meteoric diamond a
and would demand Its earthly pedigree.
Philip resolved to adhere to tbe simple
statement that It was bis vn proper-
ty and that any reasonaolo Inquiry
might he made In all quarters where
meteoric diamonds were obtainable as
to whether or not such a stone was
missing. Meanwhile be could obtain
from Mr. Isaacsteln a receipt acknowl-

edging Its custody and a small advance
of money far below Its real worth,
leaving the completion of the transac-
tion until a later date. Tbe question
of giving or withholding bis address
If It were asked for was a difficult one
to settle offhand. Perhaps tbe course
of events would penult him to keep
Johnson's Mews altogether out of the
record, and a mora reputable habita-

tion would bs provided one be had' the
equlslte funds. ,

Thinking he had successfully tackled
all the problems that would demand
solution, Philip wasted no more time.
He entered Hatton Garden and had
not gone past many of Its dingy houses to

' until he saw a large braes plate bear-

ing tbe legend, "Isaacateln & Co., Dia-
mond Merchants, Klmberley, Amster-
dam and London."

lie entered the office and was in-

stantly
of

confronted by a big nosed
youth who surveyed hlra through a
grille with an arched opening In It to
admit letters and small parcels.
' "Is Mr. Isancsteln In?" said Philip.

"Oah, yeas," grinned the other.
"Will you kindly tell him I wish to

see III in?"
"Onh, yess." There was a Joke lurk-

ing
'Is

somewhere In tbe ntmoaphero, but
the young man bad not caught Its drift
yet. The gaunt and unkempt visitor
was evidently burlesquing tho accent
of such gentle peoplo as camo to the
office on bustness.

Pblllp waited a few seconds. The
boy behind tho grille ailed lu the In-

terval by copying an address Into the
stamp book.

"Why do you not tell Mr, Isaacsteln
I am here?" be en Id at last I

"Oah. yeas. You vll he funny, cb?"
, The other smirked over the bidden

humor of the sltuntlon, and Philip
understood thnt- - If ho would see the
great man' of the firm bo must adopt a
nioro emphatic tone. on

"1 bud better warn you thnt Mr. Wil-

son of Messrs. drum & Noli", I.udgnte
IIIII, Hont me here to Nee Mr. Isntic-Htol-

Am I to go Illicit to Mr, Wilson
and nny t the olllco hoy refuses to
admit me?"

' There was a sting In the description.
Coming from such a Hpenkor.

"lxxik 'ere." was the angry retort.
"Go nvay uud tiny, vll yon? I'm
plwy."

Then Philip reached quickly through
the little arch, grabbed a handful ul
shirt, tie and waistcoat and dragged
tho big nose and thick lips violently
agnlnst tho wires of tho grille.

"Will you do what I ask or shall 1

try and pull you through?" be said
quietly. ho

But the hoy's ready yell brought two
clerks ruunlng, and n door was thrown
oien. Phil released Ills oppoucnt and
instantly explained hla action. One of
the clerks, an elderly man, looked a

little deeper than tbe boy's ragged gar
tuonts, and tho mention of Mr, Wil-

son's iiRine procured htm a hearing. In

Moreover, be had previous oiporlenoe
of the youthful Janitor's methods.

With a cuff on the ear, this Injured I

personage was bidden to go upstnlra
and any that Mr. Wilson hnd sent a

boy to see Mr. Isnncatcln. The added
Insult Clime when he was compelled
to usher 1'hlllp to n waiting room.

Soon a clerk entered, lie wua visi-

bly astonished by the appearance of
Mr. Wilson's messenger, and so was
Mr. Isaacsteln when Philip was parad-
ed lieforo bim In a spin-Inn- apartment
tilled with glass cases and tallies, at
which several assistants were Routed.

"What the douce" he lie gun, but
checked himself. "What does Mr. Wll-ao-

want?" ho went on. Evidently his
I.udgnte Hill acquaintance was useful
to Philip.

"He wants nothing, sir," said I'lilllp.
"He sent me to see you on a matter of it
business, it is of a privato nnture.
Can you give me a few minutes alone?"

Isaacsteln was a big headed, big
shouldered man, tapering to a smull

at his feet. He looked absurdly
I'.ke a top, sud surprise or emotion of
n:iy sort caused him to sway gently.
He swayed now, and every clerk look-

ed
of

up, expecting him to fall bodily on

to tbe urchin with the reflued uttttr- -

this mistaken view, as the 2 ! '
found in volcanic pipes or ch "!
or uiamannrerous nmtri.,i .

; crude Idea Is that gigantic mJL
aud ,nlnwml thono a., i. .. ieil

unJ UUIWI( utstrihiir
tag diamonds In all directions as ,h..pussed. But the so called nin,really the vents of extinct vokanol?
Ignorant people do not realize that th

'
chemlcnl composition of the earth do!
not differ greatly from that of T.
bodies which surround it in space 1

'that the same process of manufactureuuder high temperature and at Kn?,
pressure which creates a diamond In .
meteor has equal powera here In
word, what has happened In the outoruniverse has also happened at Klmber
ley. Iron acts as the solvent .lurlJ
the period of creation, so to siieskThen In the lapse of ages it oxidizes
by the action of air or water and tb,.diamonds remain."

The magistrate nodded.
"There are nartlcles nt . .

thnt looks like iron among these
stones?" he said.

Tho question gave Isaacsteln time to
draw a fresh supply of breath. Sure
of. his audience now, he proceededmore slowly.

"Thut Is a certain proof of a meteoric
sjinrce. A striking conftrmntlcn of tha
fact Is supplied by a district In

Here, on a plain five miles lu
diameter, are scattered thousands of
masses of metallic iron varying In
weight from hnlf a ton to a fraction or
cne ounce. An enormous me'enrle
ahnwer fell there nt some period, nnd
near the center Is a crater-lik- e 'hole,
which suggests the Impact of snine
very large body which hurled Itself lu
tiie earth. All mineralogists know tbe
place as the Canyon Dlabolo, or Iiev-ll'- s

gulch, and specimens of its ore are
In every ' collection. Ordinary tools
were spoiled and even emery wheels
worn by some bard Ingredient In the
Iron, and analysis has revealed the
presence therein of three distinct forms
of diamond the ordinary stone, like
those now liefore you, both trnnsinr-e- nt

and black graphite and amorphous
carbon that Is, carbon without cry-
stallization."

"I gather that the dlnmnntlferoos
material was present in the form of
tiny particles and not In stones at all
approaching these In size?" said Mr.

Abingdon.
"Exactly. I have never either seen

or heard of specimens like those. In

188(1 n meteor fell lu Russia nnd co-
ntained 1 per cent of dlanimd In a

slightly metamorphosed sratt In I'JtiS

the Ava meteorite full lu tiling try,

and It held crystalline graphite la the
bright as well ns the dnrk form. But,

again, the distribution wns well di-

ffused and of slight commercial value.

Sir William Crookos or any eminent
chemist will benr me out in the as-

sumption thnt the diamonds now b-

efore your eyes are absolutely match-

less by the product of nny recorded
meteoric source."

IsancstelD, having delivered his little

lecture, looked and felt ImiKirtant
The magistrate bent forward, with a

pleasant smile.
"I am very much obliged to yon for

the highly Interesting Information you

have gJvon." he said. "One more

question. The Inevitably corollary '
your evidence Is thnt the Ihij-

- now Id

the dock has cither found a moleor or

a meteoric deimslt. Can you sny If It

Is a uintter of recent occurrence?"

(Continued Next Saturday.)
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ance who bad dared penetrate Into
the potentate's office with such a re-

quest.
Klmberley, Amsterdam and London

combined to lend effect to Isaacstein's
wit when he said:

"Is this a Joke?"
All the clerks guffawed In chorus.

Fortunately Isaacsteln was In a good
humor. He had Just purchased a pearl
for ISM which be would sell to Lady
Somebody for 800 to match another In
nn earring. -

"It appears to be," said Philip when
the merriment had subsided.

For somo reason tbe boy's grave,
earnest eyes conquered the big little
man's amused scrutiny.

"Now, boy, be quick. What Is It?"
he said testily. And every clerk bent
to his task.

"I have told you, sir. I wish to have
few minutes' conversation with you

with regard to business of an Impor-
tant nature."

"You say Mr. Wilson sent you Mr.
Wilson of Grant & Sons?"

"Yes, sir."
Isaacsteln yielded to Amazed curl-- :

ostty.
"Step In here." he said and led the

way to bis prlvste oltlce, surprising
himself as well as his assistants by
this concession.

Pblllp closed the door, and Isaacsteln
turned sbnrply at the sound, but the
boy gave blm no time to frame a ques-
tion.

"I want you to buy this," be said,
handing over the diamond.

Isaacsteln took It and gave It one
critical glance, no began to wabble
again. ,

"I)o you mean to say Mr. Wilson
sent you to dispose of this stone to
me?" he demanded,

"Not exactly, sir, I showed It to
him, and be recommended me to conin

you." ,i
"Ah. I see. Sit down there." Indi-

cating a chair near the door. The dia-

mond merchant himself sat at his
desk, hut they were both In full view

each other.
"Where did you get It?" he nsked.
"I found It."
"Quito so. But where?"
"At this moment I do not wish to go

Into detnlls, but It Is mine, mine only,
and I ntn quite willing thnt you should
make every Inquiry to satisfy yourself
that It was not Btolcu, I supposo that

whnt you fear."
Sheer wonder kept tho mini silent

for a space.
"Do you know Its value?' ho snld,

with n sudden snap.
"Mr. Wilson told mo It was worth

several hundreds of pounds."
"Did bo really?"
"Yes, He said you would treat me

quite fairly, so I wish you to advauce
nvo a few pounds until you have

upon Its real price. You seo, air,
am very poor, and my present ap-

pearance creates an unfavorable Im-

pression. Still, I am telling you the
absolute tmth, and I show my contl-denc- o

In you and in my own case by
offering to Icavo tho diamond with you.

your receipt, together with a small
sum of money."

Philip thought he was getting on
very well. Isnacstoln's largo , eyes
bulged at him, and speech camo but
slowly. Ho leaned forward and runi- -

mnged among somo papers. Then he
opened a drawer and produced a mag-
nifying glnss, with which ho focused
the diamond.

"Yesi it 1b worth frtOO or 700," ho
announced, "but It will bo somo tlmo
before I can speak accurately as to Its
value. I think It may be flawless, but
that can only lie determined wbcu It Is
cut."

Philip's heart throbbed when be
heard tho estlmatd.

"Then I can have a fow pounds"
commenced.

"Steady! You are not In such a
hurry, eh? You won't toll me where
you got It?"

"I may later If you continue to deal
with mo as honestly ns you buvo done
already."

Isaacsteln moved on hi sent. Even
n chair he wanted to wabble. There

Was a slight pause.
"Have you any moro like this stone?
supiKise not, eh?"
"Yes; I have many more."
"Kb? Whnt? liny, do you know

whnt yon are saying?"
"No doubt you are surprised, sir. but

not more than I am myself. Yet, it Is
true. I have some ns big ngnin."

Pblllp, In his eagerness, nearly for-

got bis resolution to advance slowly.

Mow the diamond iiicrchnut would
slinke If only be could see some of the
white pehliles lu tbe meteor.

"As big ngnlul Where ore they?"
The chair was creaking now with

the rhythmic swnylug of Its occupant.
'

"Where this one came from, Mr.
Isaacsteln."

Philip smiled. He could not tell how
happened, but he felt that he was

tho Intellectual superior of tbe uinu
who sat there glowering at blm so in-

tently. Already the Uiy began to grnsp
dimly the reality of the power which
enormous wealth would give blin. Such
people as this man ami his satellites
would ln mere automata In the affairs j

his life, Inqiortant enough In a sense,
'with the ImportHiH-- e of a stamp for a

letter or a railway ticket for a Jour- -
'

sult When be saw the collection he
nearly lost his senses. What had he
done? Was be or the boy mad? Veins

stood out on his forehead, and be wab-

bled so fearfully that ho clutched tho
desk for support. A scarecrow of a

boy wandering about London with
thousands of pounds' worth of dia-
monds in bis pocket wrapped up In a

piece of newspaper like so many
sweets! There were not any meteoric
diamonds of such value In all the mil
scums and private collections In the
world. He began to perspire. Even
tbe policeman was astounded, quite as
much at being called "constable" by
Philip as by the mean appearance of
articles presumably of great value.

"This Is a rum go. Wbnt do you
make of it, Mr. Isaacsteln?" he said.

The query restored Isaacstein's wits.
After all, here was the law speaking.
It would have been the wildest folly
for a man of his position to dabble In
this mysterious transaction.

With a great effort be forced himself
to speak.

"Lock him up Instantly. This matter
must be fully Inquired Into. And do
be careful of that parcel, constable.
Where do yon take him? To the Bride-
well station? I will follow yon In a
cab In five minutes."

So Philip, handcuffed, was marched
down the stairs past the gratified office
boy and out Into the street.

As for Isaacsteln, he required bran
dy, and not a little, before he felt able
to follow,

CHAPTER V.

after years Pblllp never forgot

INthe shame of that march through
the staring streets. The everlast-
ing idlers of Londou's busiest thor

oughfares gathered around the police
man and bis prisoner with grinning
callousness.

"Wot's 'e tin of?"
'Nicked a lydy's purse, eh?"

'"Naw! Bin tlcklln' the till, more
like."

'llli-m- don't e look sick!"
They ran and buzzed around him

l.ke wasps, stinging most bitterly with
coarse words and coarser laughter. An
omulbus slowed Its pnee to let them
cross the road, and Pblllp knew that
tho people on top craned their necks to
buveya good look at blm. When Hear-
ing tho viaduct steps, the pollcemnn
growled something at tbe pursuing
crowd. Another constable strode, rap-
idly to the entrance and cut off the
loafers, sternly advising them to find
some other destination. But the res-

pite was a brief one. Tho pair reached
Farrlngdon street and. hud barely at-

tracted attention before they passed
tho restaurant where I'lilllp bad lunch-
ed, ibe hour was yet early for midday
customers, and the bnhlliended proprie-
tor saw them coming. He rushed out.
The greengrocer, too, turned from bis
wures and Joined in the excliiuiatlous
3f his friend nt this speedy denouement
of the trlvlut Incident of twenty min-
utes enrller.

The rcstnurant keeper was made Ju-

bilant by this drnmntle vindication of
tho accuracy of his Judgment

"Tho tliievlu' young scamp!" ho ejac-
ulated. "That's right. Mr. Policeman.
Lock 'lm up. 'E's a reg'lar wroug 'uu."

xue cousinoie sioppcu. iieuo: ne
said. "Do you know blm ?"

I should think I did. 'E kem 'ere
Just now an' obtained a good blowout
on false pretences, an' "

"'Old 'ard," put In tho greengrocer,
that's not quite the ticket 'E asked

you to trust 'lm, but you wouldn't."
The stout man gurgled.
"Not me. I know "la sort. But 'e 'ad

you a fair treat Billy."
"Meblie, an' mebbo not. Ennyhow,

two hob won't brenk me, an' I'm sorry
for the kid. Wot's 'e done, Mr. Pollce-ninu?- "

Mr. Judd was nettled, yet un-

willing to acknowledge he was wholly
wrong.

"Stole a heap of diamonds. Do cither
of you know blm?"

"Never saw him nfore this mornln'." j

"Never bin In my 'ouse before."
"Then come along." and Philip was

tugged onward, but not before be
found courage to say:

"Thank you ouco more, Mr. Judd. I

will keep my word, never fear."
"What are you thanking him for?"

said the constable.
"For believing in me," was the curt

answer. i

Tho policeman tried to extract some
meaning from the words, but failed.
lie privately admitted that It was an
extraordinary affair. How came a
boy who sioke like a gentleman and
was dressed like a street srab to be
wandering about Ixindon with a pock-- !
etful of diamonds and admitted to
the private office of the chief diamond
merchant In Hatton Garden? He gave
It HQ but silently thanked the stars
wblcb connected him with an lmpor-- 1

tsnt cA.
At last Philip's Via Dolorosa ended

O o


