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Personal Knowledge?
lf Personal knowledge is the winning factor in the culminating contests of

IJjr this competitive age and when of ample character it places its fortunate
possessor in the front ranks of

The Well Informed of the World.
A va3t fund of personal knowledge is reallv essential to the achievement of the

highest excellence in any held ot human eltort.

A Knowledge of Forms, Knowledge of Functions and Knowl-
edge of Products are all of the utmost value and in questions of life and health
when a true and wholesome remedy is desired it should be remembered that Syrup
of Figs and Elixir of Senna, manufactured by the California Fig Syrup Co., is an
-- .L:.l 1.... ...l.:L I . ...:.L .1 i -- i .1 ; .. icimiii piuuun wium iias uiti mi mc uppiuvtti 01 uie most eminent pnysicians ana

universal satisfaction, because it is a remedy of

Known Quality, Component .ff
rarts and lias won Ihe valuable patronage ot millions ot Ihe Well

Known Excellence and Known

personal knowledge and from actual use
which no exlravagant or unreasonable

world, who know or their own
and best "ot tanuly laxatives, tor

This valuable remedy has been long ond favorably known
under the name of Syrup of Figs and has attained to world-
wide acceptance ns the most excellent family laxative. As its pure
laxative principles, obtained from Senna, are well known to physicians

and Hie Well informed ol the world to be Ihe be.it we have
adopted the more elaborate name of Syrup of Figs and

Elixir of Senna ns more fuilv descriptive, of the remedy.
but doubtless it will always be called for by the shorter
name of Syrup of Figs and to get ils beneficial

effecls, always note, when purchasing lite full

that it viituitt'o. ru' a
advised me to bring it here. Wlil "
kindly tell me what It Is 7"

The man behind the c. miter stjirc
at him for a moment, bin be lvarlus!
over for the stone. With nit a word : i

placed It beneath the niimxcipe and
gave It a very brief examination. Then
he pressed it against his cheek.

"Where did you get it?" he asked.
"I found it where It had fallen on the

pavement."
"Are you sure?"
"Quite sure."
"Strange:" was the muttered com-

ment, and Philip began to understand
that his meteor possessed attributes
hitherto unsuspected.

"But what Is It?" he Inquired after a

pause.
"A meteoric diamond."
"A meteoric diatuoud?"
"Yes."
'ls it worth much?"

"A grent deal. Probably some hun-
dreds of pounds."

rhllip felt his face growing pale.
That dirty-whit- small stone worth
hundreds of pounds! Yet In bis pocket
ho had twenty-nin- e other specimens,
many of them much larger than the
one chosen haphazard for Inspection
and In the back yard of his tenement
lay heaps of them, scattered about ihe
pavement like hailstones after a show-
er, while the meteor Itself was a com-- ,

pact mass of them. He became some-
what faint nud leaned against the glass
case that surmounted the counter.

"Is that really true?" was all that he
could say.

The expert valuer of diamonds smil-

ed. His first Impulse wns to send for
the police, but ho knew that meteoric
diamonds (ld fall to earth occasionally,
and he believed the boy's story. More-
over, the thing was such a rarity and
of such value that tho bolder must be
fully able to account for Its possession
before he could dispose of It. So bis
tone was not unkindly ns he replied:

"It is quite true, but If you want to
ascertain Its exact valuo you should
go to n Hatton Garden merchant, and
lie, most pr.ibably, would make you a
fair offer. It has to be cut nnd polish-
ed, you know, before it becomes sal-

able, and I must warn you that most
rigid Inquiry will be made as to how
It came iut: your hands."

"It fell from heaven!" wns the whol-

ly unexpected answer, for Philip was
shaken and hardly master ot his fac-

ulties.
"Yes. yes, I know. Personally, I be-

lieve you or you would bo In custody
at this moment Take it to Messrs.
Isnncstein & Co., ITatton Garden. Say
I sent you Mr. Wilson Is my name
and make your best terms with Mr.
Isaacstelu. Ho will treat you quite
fairly. But, again, be sure nnd tell the
truth, ns he will Investigate your story
ft'.lly before he Is satisfied as to Its
uccliraey."

Philip, walking through dreamland,
quitted the shop. He mingled with the
Jostling crowd and drifted Into Fn

ringtou road.
"A diamond worth hundreds of

pounds!" he repeated mechanically.
"Then what Is the whole meteor worth,
nnd what am I worth?"

name of the Company California Fig Syrup
Co. printed on the front of every package,

whether you call for Syrup of Figs
w or bv the full name Svrurj of

rigs nnd of Senna.
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assisted y i'ie I1113 conductor and va-
rious passengers.

Philip laughed heartily for the first
time since his mother's death. He
waited mitil tho driver and the wag-oner had exchanged their farewell com-

pliments; then he made off briskly to-

ward an establishment where three
halfpence would purchase a cup of
loffee and a bun.

In ten minutes he felt much refresh-
ed, and his busy mind reverted to the
mysterious package he carried. Think-
ing It best to seek the counsel of an
older head, he went to O'Brien's shop.
The old man was taking down the
shutters and found the task uouo too
easy. Without a word Philip helped
him, and soon tho pensioner was wip-
ing his spectacles lu the shelter of the
diep-

"1 dunno what the weather is comlu'
to at all at all," ho grumbled. "Last
night was like the taklu' uv the Redan,
an' this niornln' reminds meuvcrossln'
the bay o' Biscay."

"It certainly was a fearful thunder-
storm," said Philip.

"Eaix, boy, that's n thruo word. It
was Just like ould times In the hills
lu Injia, where the dlvll himself holds
coort some nights. But what's tho
matter? Didn't you get that Job?"

Philip laughed again. "I am not
sure yet," lie replied. "I really came
hi to ask you what this Is."

With his hand In his pocket, he had
untwisted tho paper and, taken out a
white pebble, which he now handed
to O'Brien.

The old man took It, smelt It and ad-

justed his glasses for a critical exam-
ination.

"It ain't nlum," he anuounced.
"No. 1 think not."
"An' It ain't glass."
"Probably not."
"Where did yor get It?"
"I found It lying on the pavement."
O'Brien scratched his head. "'TIs

a qnare looking objec', anyhow. What
good Is It?"

"I cannot tell yon. I thought that
possibly It might have some value."

"What! A scrap of white shtone like
that. Arrah, what's come over ye?"

"There Is no harm In asking, is there?
Some one should he able to tell me
what It Is made of."

Philip from bis small store of physi-
cal geography knew that meteors were
articles of suflicicnt rarity to attract
attention, and he was tenacious withal.

"I suppose that a jeweler would be
the best mau to judge, lie must

aliout stones," he went on.

"Maybe. But I don't see what's tho
use. 'TIs a sheer waste of time. But
If y're set on tlmlln' out go to a big
man. These German .lews round about
here are oniadhauns. They don't know
a watch from a clock, an' If they did
they'd chate ye."

"1 never thought of that, yet 1 ought
to know by this time. Thank you.
will go into tile city."

lie took the pebble, which he placed
in his waistcoat pocket. Walking
briskly, lie traversed some part of the
sorrowful Journey of barely twelve
hours earlier. hat hnd happened to

change his mood he did not know and
scarcely troubled to inquire. Last
night he hurried through these streets
in a frenzied quest for death. Now lie
strode along full of hope, joyous In the
confidence of life and youth. Ills one
dominant thought was that his mother
had protected him, had snutched him
from the dark gate of eternity. Oddly
enough, lie laid far more stress on his
escape from the meteor than on the
nccl.leut that prevented his contem-

plated suicide. This latter idea had
vanished with the madness that induc-
ed It. Philip wns sane again, morally
and mentally. Ho was keenly anxious
to Justify his mother's trust In him.
The blustering wind, annoying to most
wayfarers, only aroused in blm a spirit
of resistance, of fortitude. He breast-
ed It so manfully that when at last he
paused at the door of a great Jewelry
establishment lu Ludgnte Hill his face
was flushed and his manner eager and
animated.

He opened the door, but was rudely
brought back to a sense of his sur-

roundings by the suspicious question
of a shopwalker: i

"Now, boy, what do you want here?"
The unconscious stress in the man's

words was certainly borne out by the
contrast between Philip, a social pariah
In attire, and the wealtk' of gold and
precious stones cut off from him by
panes of thick glass and Iron bars.
What, Indeed, did this outcast want
there?

Confused by the sudden demand and
no less by Its complete obviousness,
Philip flushed and stammered:

"1 er only wished to obtain some
Information-- , sir," he answered.

Like all others, the shopman was
amazed by the difference lictweon the
boy's manners and his appearance.

"Information ?" he repeated In his
surprise. "What Information can we
give you?"

The wealth of the firm opr Teased

tills man. He could onlv sries tn ac-

cents of adulation where the sbo'p was
concerned.

Philip produced his white pebble.
"What Is this?" he said.
The directness of the 'query again

took his hearer aback. Without a

word, he bent and examined the stone.
Professional Instinct mastered ull oth-

er considerations.
"You must apply to that depart-

ment." He majestically waved his
band toward n side counter. Philip
olieyed silently and approached a

Email, elderly personage, a lU'in with
clever, kindly eyes, who was submit

lnlormed of the
that it is the first

claims ate made.
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am jolly (lUid that tldiiy didn't lull
oh Tiiy head."

thnt had its advent been delayed a
second or two the precise locality se-

lected for its impact would not have
mattered much to him.

"1 wonder what It is," ho went on.
it worth anything? Perhaps if I

It out I may be able to sell it as a

curiosity."
A moment's retlectlon told him, how-

ever, that he would not be able to dis-

inter it that day, eveu If he possessed
requisite Implements. On Its lower

side It was probably still red hot.

Through the soles of bis boots, broken
they were, he could easily lol tile

heat of the ground, so the experiment
must be deferred for twenty-fou- r

hours, perhaps longer. At any rate,
was sure that his mysterious vis-

itor represented a realizable asxet, and
knowledge gave him a sudden

fer coffee grounds and Btalo

crusts. He resolved to spend his re-

maining threo halfpence on a break-

fast and at the same time make some
guarded Inquiries as to the nature
nud possible cash value of the meteor
Itself. Evidently ll had attracted

public attention. The fury of tlie
elements and the subsequent heavy
rain were effectual safeguards In this
respect, and Johnson's Mews, marked

for demolition a fortnight later,
were practically deserted now day and
night.

Philip did not then know thnt Lon-

don had already much to talk about in

recorded incidents of the two
storms. The morning newspapers were
hysterical with headlines announcing
fires, collapse of buildings, street acci-

dents and lamentable loss of life lu nil

parts of the metropolis. As the day
wore and full details came to hand the

of mishaps would bo doubled,
while scientific observers would begin

nine days' wrangle in the effort to

determine the precise reason why the
electrical disturbance should have been

wholly confined to the metropolitan
area. Philip Anson, a ragged boy of
lifteen, residing In a desolate nook of

most disheveled district in the East
End, possessed the very genesis of the

mystery, yet the web of fnto was des-

tined to weave a spell that would deft-

ly close his lips.
Meanwhile he wanted his breakfast

gathered thirty fair sized, white

pebbles and a few Jagged lumps of luc
ironlike material. These be wrapped in

piece of newspaper, screwed up the
small package tightly and placed It in

trousers' pocket. Thinking deeply
about tho awesome Incidents of the

previous night, h donned his coat and
not notice the packet of letters

lying In the chair. Never before had
these documents left his possession.
The door was locked and the key in his

pocket before ho missed them. It was
his mind ti turn back. In another

second ho would have obeyed the Im-

pulse had not a mighty gust of wind

swept through the yard and carried his

tattered cap Into the passage. Thai
settled It. Philip ran af'er his head-

gear and so was blown Into a strange
of events.

"They are quite safe tferc." hf

thought. "In any ease, it will be bst
to carry them about In future.

They get so frayed, and some day I

may want them."
Emerging from the haven of the

.dews, he found the untidy life of the

Mile End road eddying In restless
through a gale. The gaunt, high

walls surrounding his secluded dwell-

ing had sheltered him from the bluster-

ing March wind that was now drying
streets and civatinr; much 111 tem-

per In the hearts of carters, stall own-

ers nud girls with huge hats and full

skirts. In a word, everything that
could be flapped or shaken or rudely

swept anywhere out of Its rightful

place was dealt with accordingly. In

Instance a heavy tarpaulin was

lifted clean off a wagon and neatly

lodged over the heads of the driver and

horses of a passing omnibus. They
were not extricated from Its close em-

brace without some difficulty and a

great quantity of severe yet cogent re-

mark br the wagoner. and the driver.

By Louis
A - .,ntini p .1. - Nye

Author otA Light, "

tt5 rnPYRIGHT. J90. By

fHAPTER 3 (Continued.)

'neTto had eten he drled hls

j, garments and changed bis sonk- -

toots for a pair so worn that thoy
reejy held together, but their dry-L- i,

was eomfortlnpr. An odd feeling
of contentment, largely Induced by the

miteful heat of the lire, rendered his
Lions leisurely. Quite half an hour

.lapsed before lie thought of peeping
through the back window to ascertain

of external events. Thettc progress
rain was not now pelting down with
abnormal fury. It still fulling, but
Trilh the quiet persistence that marks

n London parlance "a (feuulne wot

jar" The steam had almost vanished,
wiien he removed his coat from the
broken panes ho saw with surprise
that the flagstones In the yard were

dry within a circle of two feet around
the hole made by the .meteor. Such

drops as fell within that area were In-

stantly obliterated, and tiny Jets of
vapor' from the hole Itself betrayed the
presence of the fiery object benonlh.
His boyish curiosity beug thoroughly
aroused, ho drew an old sack over his
head and shoulders, unlocked, a door
which led Into the yard from' a tiny
scullery and cautiously approached the
place where the meteor had plowed Its "I
way Into the ground. Tho stones were
littered with debris, but tho velocity of
the heavy mass had been so great that
a comparatively clean cut was made
through the pavement.

The air was warm with the hot
breath of an oven, and It was an ciut--i

"Is
as riiillp could bear when he stood on

digthe brink of the hole and peeped In.
Al a Rood depth, nearly half Ills own
height he estimated, he saw a round
ball ilrmly Imbedded lu the earth. It
was dully red, with Ka surface nil

the
cracks and fissures as the result of the
water poured onto It. Much larger
than a football. It seemed to him at

n3
first stent to be the angry eye of some
colossal demon glaring up at lilin from
a dark socket. But the boy waa abs-

olutely a stranger to fear. He pro-
cured

ho
the handle of a mop and prodded

the meteor with It. The surface felt
thehard and brittle. Large sections broke

away, though they did not crumble,
and lie received n sharp reminder of
the potency of the heat still stored bel-

ow when the wood burst Into sudden
fame.

This ended his Investigations for the
night. lie used the sacking to block
up the window, replenished the Ure,

no

set his coat to dry and dragged his
mattress from the bedroom to the front
of the fire. The warmth within and
without tho house had made him Intol-
erably

out

drowsy, and ho fell asleep while
murmuring his prayers,- - a practice
abandoned since the hour of his moth-
er's death. '

In reaiity Philip was undergoing a tile
novel sort of Turkish bath, and the
perspiration Induced thereby probably
saved him from a dangerous cold. lie
slept long and soundly. There wns no
need to attend to the Are. Long ere
the coal In the grate was exhausted
the presence of the meteor had pene list
Irated tho surrounding earth, and the
house wns far above its normal tem-
perature

a
when he awoke.

The sun had risen in a cloudless sky.
A lovely spring morning hnd succeed-
ed a nhiht of gloom and disaster, and
the first sound that greeted his won
Bering ears was the twittering of the the

? sparrows on the housetops. Of
wurse he owned neither clock nor

tch. These articles, with many oth-
ers, were represented by a bundle of.
Pawn tickets stuffed Into one of the
envelopes of his mother's packet of He
letters. But the experience of even a

w weeks had tnught bin. roughlv
to estimate time by the eun. and a

guessed the hour to be S o'clock or Ms
thereabouts.

His Bret thought was of the meteor.
is toilet was that of primeval mau, ilid

Mug a mere matter of rising and
etching his stiff limbs. While lac-'n- g

his boots he noticed that the floor
s littered with tiny white specks,

,? '"St of wfclch ,wns not bigger In
jnan

a grain of bird seed. These were
lr!it'!'rtlCle9 wulch snot through tho
7Ta w'ilow during the previous" n Picked up a few and ex-

am ned them. They were hard, cold
the touch and a dull white color.w entering the yard lie saw hun-o- f sea

lueer little rough peb--

om T15' ot ,nem as lare 03 Iea3- -

the size of marbles and a few
sger ones. They had evidently

not

loft? 0a Slk'3' but encountering
I?"8, sare w'iere they forced a

V through tli thin glass of the
IntW' 1,3,1 fn,lcn bncb to the ground.
Mersper,, wltll t)em be found

lanm . l,roken stone and jogged
I2e Iron

matCrlal that lookod nud elt

ctitllISJime the mteor Itself had
f I,, sufflc'ently to reveal the nature the

mL?'" crust u appeared to bo
J !Jam ot the dark Ironlikc mln- -

. Whl,e Pebbles. Through
tortT" ure ne t0ll still see the

ltH wnen the internal heat
Ua -- nuia

''?., "hailstf1 "self tho great
one

t . v l""ly "reak Into ..
." as rent In nil ,n.iHi

"inauon was me of""WuIimms.

o p,iul that thing didn't fallaj "i, he said aloud, forgetting
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but he happened to remember that the
day was Saturday, and It was probable
that the Hatton Gulden olllces would
close early. It was then nearly 11

o'clock, ami ho could not risk the de-

lay of the long, double Journey.
At that Instant n savory smell was

wafted to him. He wns passing a
small restaurant where sausages and
onions sizzled gratefully lu largo tin
trays nnd pork chops lay in inviting
prodigality amid rich, brown gravy.
The proprietor, n lMirlly and greasy
man with bald head and side whiskers,
was standing nt the dour exchanging
views ns to business with his next door
neighbor, a greengrocer. Philip, bold
lu the knowledge of his wealth, re-

solved to try what ho could achlevo on
credit.

He walked up to tho pulr.
"1 hae not got any money Just

now," he snld to the restaurant keep-
er, "but If you will let mo hnvo some-

thing to cat I will gladly come back
this afternoon and pay you double."

Neither man spoke at first. Philip
was always unconscious of the quaint
discrepancy between his style of
speech and his uttire. He u.ed to re-

sent bitterly tho astonishment exhibit-
ed by strangers, but today he was far
removed above theso considerations,
and he backed his request with n pleas-
ant smile.

The fat man grew apoplectic nnd
turned his eyes to the sky.
""Well, I'm". he spluttered.
The greengrocer laughed, nnd Philip

blushed.
"Ho you refuse?" he snld, with his

downright ninnner nnd direct stnre.
"Well, of all the cool cheek" The

stout pei'K.in's feelings were too much
for him. lie could dud no other words,

"it Is a fair offer," persisted the boy.
"You don't think I mean to swindle
you, nurely?"

"Well, there! I never did!"
Put the greengrocer Intervened.
"You're a sharp lud," ho guffawed.

"D'ye want a Job?"
"No," was the short reply. "I want

something to eat."
"Dish my buttons, an' you'ro n like-

ly sort of kid to get It too. hi yon go.
I'll i iy the bill. Lord lunime, It'll do
me go l !.- see you."

".Mr. .ludd, nre you mad?" demanded
III i neighbor, whose breath had re-

turned t; blm.
"Not a bit of It. Tho bloomlu' kid

can't get through a bob's worth If he
bursts himself. 'Krc, I'll bet you two
bob 'e pays up."

"Done! Walk in, sir. Wot'll you be
plense I to 'uvo, sir?"

Philip's IniliKiiatlon nt the restaurant
keeper's sarcasm yielded to bis wish to
see him annihilated later lu the day.
Morover. th? sausages really smelt
excellently, and ho was now ravenous.
He entered the sh'tp nud gave bis or-

ders with u quiet dignity tjiat astound-
ed tho proprietor and hugely delighted
the fnH.ngrocf.T, who, In the Intervals
of btisinis, kept peeping at blm
through the wirtlow. Philip ate stead-
ily, and the bill uuionutcd to uiiicpeucc.
wlil.-- h his ally pnld cheerfully.

rilie boy held out his hand.
Thank yrm, Mr. Jih'I," he sold

frankly. "I will return without full. I

will not Insult you by offering more
than the amount you have advanced
f'ir me, but some day I muy lie able to
render you good service In repayment."

'iheu lie walked off toward the via-

duct steps, and Mr. J add looked after
him.

(Continued next week.)

CHAPTEH IV.
keen, strong March wind

blew the clouds from hisTHE He did not hurry toward
Garden. He sauntered,

rather, with his right hand clinched
on the tiny parcel In Ills pocket, the
parcel which bad suddenly been en-

dowed with such magic potentialities.
It was the Instinct to guard a treasure
of great value that led to this involun-

tary action. lie was preoccupied, dis-

turbed, vaguely striving to grasp a
vision that seemed to elude his exact
comprehension.

What did it ull mean? Wns It really
possible thnt he, Philip Anson, or-

phaned, beggared, practically n starv-

ing tramp, should havo the riches of
Golcondn showered upon him in this
mad fashion? If the smail stone he
had shown to tho Jeweler were worth
hundreds, then some of those In the
paper were worth thousands, while as
for the stone In the back 3'nrd of hi
house well, Imagination boggled at
the effort to nppraise It. The thought
liegot a sense of caution, of reserve,
of well reasoned determination not to
reveal his Becrct to anybody. Perhaps
It would be liest not to take Messrs.
Isaacstelu & Co. wholly Into his confi
deuce. Ho would simply show thers
the stone he had exhibited to Mr. Wil-

son nnd take the best price tbey of-

fered. Then, with the money In his
possession, ho could effect a much
needed change In his appearance, visit
them again, nnd gradually Increase his
supply of dlnmonds until be had ob-

tained more money thnh he could
possibly spend during many years.

Above all else was It necessary thnt
his meteor should be removed to a
snfer place than Johnson's Mews.
Philip had scruples abont appropriat-
ing It. Lords of the manor and crown
rights he had never heard of.

His mother, watching his every
action from some Klyslan height, had
sent the diamond loaded messenger
aa o token of her love nnd care. It
wns his, and no mnn should rob him of
It. It liehooved him to lie sparing of
explanations and sturdy in defense of
Ids property.

A good deal depended on the forth-

coming interview, and he wished be
could convert a small fraction of the
wealth in his pocket Into a few honest
pennies with the king's head on them.
Tho excitement and exercise had made
blm hungry again. His breakfast was
not of ample proimrtious, and bis
meals of yesterday had been of the
scantiest. It would be well to face
the diamond merchants with the easy
confidence thnt springs from a satisfied
appetllo. Yet how to manage 117 Ho
rvus sorry now he had not borrowed a
slxfience from O'Brien. Tho old sol-

dier would certainly have lent It to
blm. He even thought of returning to
the Mile End road to secure the. loan,
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ting to microscopical examination n

numlier of tiny stones spread out on a

chamois leather folding case. He

quietly removed the ense when bis)
glance rested on the boy.

"Well?" be said blankly, wondering,
why on earth the skilled shopwalker
hnd sent such a disreputable urchin to
blm. Philip was now quite collected
in his wits. He held out the pebble,
wltll a more detailed stntement.

"1 found this," he auM. "I thought


