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Masquerader
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CHAPTER XV—(Continued. )

inatantly whe bind torned Loder took
Blesslngton's nrm,

“1 know you're tremendously busy,"
he began 1o an escellent Imitation of
Chileote's  hasty manner—*1  know
you're tremoutously busy, but ' ln a
8r." One glance <t Hlessloglou's
bealtly, Ingenvous face fold him that
plaln. speaking wis the motbod to
ndopt.

vindeed, Mir¥' lu u moment Bless
lugton was on the klert

“Yeu. And 1-1 waut your belp.

The boy reddened. That Clllcute
should appeal to him stirred him 1o an
uuensy fecling afgpride nond uneertaln:

Loder waw bis advantnge wod pressed |
It bome, “It's come about through thils
eryatal gusing busloess, "o afraid 1
didu't play my part—rather made an
man of myself. 1 wonlda't swallow the
ihing, and-and Lady Astrupp” e
pouned, wvasuring Blesslogton with »
glipee. “Well, my dear boy, yol-—-yon
kuow whiat wotien nre!”

Blessington was only twenty-three,
He reddeoed ngelu wnd sssumel ao
nlr of profundlty, 1 kopow, sl be
sald, with a shnke of the head,

Loder's sonse of humor was Keoo,

but he kept o grave face. 1 knew
you'lh eateh my meaniug. But 1 waot
you to do semething more.  [If Lady

Antrupp shonld ask you who was lo
ber tent this pust ten minutes, | want
you'" Agnin e stopped, looking at |
his companlon’s fave,

“Yes, siri™

“I want you 1o tell an Immaterial lle |
for me"

Hlesulugigm returned his glaoee; then
Be laughed o lttle uncomtortably.
*But surely, sir*

“She recognieesd  me, you mean’’
Loder's eyos were ns Koot an steel

“Yow'

“Then yon're wrong.  She didn't™

Mlesalnglon's eyelirows went up, |

Thare woas silepcs,  Loder glanced
across the room.  Kye hud parted from
the girl In green and wan moving to-
wird them. exchanging smilen =nd
groetings an aho came, |

“My wife Is coming back,” he sald,
“Will you do this for me, Hlesslngton?
[0t will smpoth things" He spoke
quickly, coutinulng to wateh Kyve, Ax
be had hoped, Blessington's eyes turn:
ed o the s dlrection.  * Twill
wmooth matiecs,” he repeated—"smooth

them In—la & domestle way that I
ean't expliin,”

The shot told
round,

“Right, wir” he sald,  “You may
leave It to we”  Aml before Leder
could spesk ngalu be had turned apd
disnppeared Into the crowid,

Rlessington Inoked
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18 bowivess with  Blessington
over, Loder breathed wmore
freely. If Lady Astrupp had
meeogtimsd  Chileote by  the
rings nnd had beon roused to enrloaity
the Incldent would demuand settlement
soouer or later - wetilement In whnt
proportion be could hagrd no guess
If, on the other baod, her obvlpus
chapge of wanner hnd Arlsen  from
any other wource~he had o Laey ldea
that & woman's betinvior conld never
b gauged by necepted theorles tlmn]l
bo hnd safeguarded Chilcote's linter |
edts and hls ows by his wsecuring of |
Pleasington's prowbse. Mlessingion he |
knew would be rvellable and diacrect,
With a revewnl of confidence-a pleas. |
ant feellng (hat his unessiness bad |
been groundioss —be moved forwnnd to
Jreet Eve

Her fave, with lin rich, clear colon |
Ing, seemed g bin gase (v saod out |
from the crowd of other faces as from
& frame, and 8 sense of pride woched |
b, 1o every eye Lut hik own her
beauty belonged to him,

His face looked sllve and uninsterfol |
e who ronched his side, “May I mo- |
nepolize yout” he sald with the gulek- |
ness of speech bortowed from Chik |
cote. “We—we wee xo Hitle of lm'hl
othwr.”

Almost as If compelled, ber lasbos |
lifted, mnd bwr eyes et his Her
Klunde Wis presied, uncertaln, slightly |
confuned  There wan & dewper color |
than uwunl in ber cheeks  Loder tent!
woraething  within hix own consclons
neas wiir (D response

“You know yon are yielding™ b
wall,

Agiin shie hinshid

He saw the blush sod knew that ©
wis he-his wonls, hls persomality -
that had eallesd 10 foth I Chilootss
wetnl semblatee e bhad proved his
uperiority over Chiloote.  For the frst
e he il Deon given o taeit, per
mondl acknowledgment of hisn power
Involantarily be divw penrer 1o hir

“Lat's get out of this crush ™

Bbe made to answer oxoept to bead
ber Lead, and It came 10 Wim that, for
all her pride, ahe kel and uncon
sclovaly rielded to- domination With
A malisfied gesturs be torned to make
A passage towand the door

But (he passnge was o easily de
sired than wade. o the few moments
sitice be bad eotered Lhe supper room
the press of peophe had mldorably
thickened nutil & bl i formed |
about the dowrway DrawME £% wint

! ridor,

| beslide hor us she came within bearlog

ubin he moved forward for a dozen
paces, theu puused, unable fo make
further hendwany

Ad they stood there he lookied back
at her. “What n study In democracy 8
crowd miways {a!" Le snld.

Bhe responded with o bright, appre-
clutlve glance, ow It surprised luto
usturaloess, He wondersd  almrply
what whe woulidl be like if ber enthu-
slusins were redlly nroused. Then &
atlr In the corrldos outside coused
wovenent inalde the root, and with »
cortaln display of persistence e wes
enabled to niake u prssige to the door.

Thire again they were compelled to
Lalt. But though tightly wedged luto
i new position and guardiog Eve with
ope  arm,” Lader wad free 10 SUrvey
the britllantly thronged corridor over
the head of & wan o few inchos shorter
thun  bimself, who stiwd llrectly In
frout of bim

SWhint are we walling for?" he asked
good Lnpredly, sddressing the biaek
of the strpnger's Lodd

The pisn tuvued, Jdisjasying n geninl
fuce, n red tuustuche and wn eyeglos, l

vHulie, Cbdleote!™ he sald.  “Hope
it's not on your feet 'm stasding.''

Loder Inughed, “No be sahl “And |
den't el the position. 1f you were !
ay Ak Wghee | oshonld be blind as
well uw eripgibed.”

The othir ughed, 1t was i pléasuant
surpielse o fnd Clifleote nmintile wnder
discomfort. e looked round agnio in
slight ecnrlosdiy.

Lawter felt the seruting.  “To ereate al
diverslon be looked o@pkalong the cor
1 Iwhleve we are waltiog for
womething” he exeloimed,  “What's
this™' ‘'hen quite ghruptly he ceased
to wptn k.

“Anything hiteresting?” Eve touched
his mru,

He sald nothing. Te wade vo effort
to look roumd.  His thougdit as well as
lils speech was suddenly suspetded,

Uhe iy In front of bim let his eye
wlass fall from bis eye, then sorewed
1t o agalin,

“Jove, Le exclnbmed, “here comes
viur worveress! 1t'a lke the progriss of
n falry princess. | believe this ls the

fng of our gelting penned in
S He chuceklsd delightedly, !

Loder wald nothlng. He starsd
wtrndght on over the other's head.

Aloug the corchlor, Agreeably oo
siclons of the hum of admication she
aroused, came  LilHan Astropp,  sar-
routded by o lttle court, Her dellcats
face wan Ut up; her eyes shone under
the falot glenm of ber halr; her gown
of gold embroldery swept round her
gracefully. She was radiant and el
umplhaot, but shie was also excited. The
excltement wun evident o bier laugh, {u
her gestures, In her eyes, an they turn
ed quickly In one direction and then
another

Loder, gawing Iu stupefaction over
the otber muan's bhead, saw It—felt angd
anderstood It with a mind that ledped
back over m space of years. Aw In »
uhifting panorama be saw a night of |
disturbanes and confuslon ln a fareff|
Italtan valley—n confuosion from which
one face shione out with somethlng of -
the pile, nlluring radinnce that Altered
over (he hillehle from the erescenl!

moon. It passed seroas his consclous-
neas slowly, but with & slow complete
ness, mud lo s light the loeldents of
the past bour stos] out o A Dew as-
pect. The echo of recollectlon stiered |
by Lady Hramfoll's volce, the re-ocho |
of It In he sister's tones: his own
blttidness, his own egreglous assurance |
~all struck mcross biw mind,

Meanwhile the party about Lilllan
drew vearer. He folt with Instinctive
certalnty that the supper room wes its
destlnation, but he remained motlon.
loss, okl by a apecies of futalism, He
watchad ber drmw near wilth an ug- |
moved face, bhut In the brief space that i
passed . Llle she traversod the corsidor |
bie guuged to the full the bol that the
uew atmosphere, the oew exlstence,
bad guined over bis mind. With an un-
looked for rush of feeling be reallzod
bow dearly he would part with it

As Lilling came closer the meaning
of Evr mapner became clearer to lim,
Hbe tnlked locessantly, lwughing wow
and then, but ber eyes were never
quiet. These akimimed the leagth of the
worrldor, then glanced over the beads
crowdmd (n the doorway,

"' have something quite sweet, |
Geolfroy.” she was saying to the man

“You know what | like—n sort of snow-
fake wrappsl up In sugar.”” As she
wald the words lier glance wandersd.
Loder saw It rest unintersatedly on a
Loy & yanl or two o front of him, then
move o the man over whose bead be
Ennedd, then Iife (tself (nevitably to his
[, B8

The glanee was quick and direct. He
W (he Jook of recoguition spring
Across 1t he saw her wove forwand
sudidenly us the crowd In the curridor
parted (o let ber puas. Then he saw
what seemed to him & miracle

e whole expression altersd, boe Lps
parted, and she wlored with annoy
ance. 8he looked like & spolled chilld
whe, seelng a bonbou box, opens It
to fod It empiy

As the press about the dourway
meltsl o give bor possage the red
batred man e frout of Loder was the
it to tke advautage of the space,
“Jove Lilian he wald, moving Log-

| fall now In recognition,

ward, “you look as If you etpedied
Chilcote to be somebody wlse anid are
Alsappoloted to tud hew ouly Ditsed

He laughed dellghusily =t &
Joke.

The words were e

LAlllan pesded.  Sbe sl
undisturbed smile as sle fur I
eyes upon W

"My dear Leonard, you're vuing
eyeglans, When that L
never responsible for wihst
Her words eume (ore slo)
s touch of lapguid
composure was suddenly res

Then for the tirst thmeg Loder -
ol his position. Muved Ly au jupols
be made no efure 10 )
back to Eve's alde and silpped Lis ary
through hers—succdsefilly
his Jeft bhaud

The wariuth of bor skin through her
long glove thrilled bin unexpectsily
Hin lmpulse bad been one of self de
feuss, but the result wis of o differ
ent charmcter. At the qulek contac
the wiili to fight for—to hold apl e
fend—the position thar bl grown s
dear woke ln renesed foree. WILL o
pew determilontlon bie parosd agaln
wurd Lilllan

“I caught the i presslon
without su eyegloss,” be siid
dld you louk like that?™ He askad the
question steadily and with upparen
carelessness, thangh shrough sl bis
reason  wtoodl  ghast COMGN
sense erisd alomd that 10 was Lo
ble for the eyes thot hind seen Lis face
in admiration, o love, I conteopt, to
The nir seem
ed breathless while he wpoke nond
walted. His bmpression of  Lillag
was n were shilmmering of goid dress
and gold hair: all that he was really
cottscloun, of wius (le predsure of his
hand on Eve's drme sl the swarmth

soncinling

LR

“La you see what I mean, Ever

of bher skin through the moft glove.
Then abruptly the mist lifted. He
waw Lilllan's eyes—indifferent, amus-
o, slightly contemptuous, and & se
obd later he beard her volce

“My denr Jock," she sald sweetly,
“bow abdurd of you! It was simply
ihe contrast of your eyes peering over
Leonard's bale, It was |lke o gor
geous sutset with n biack cloud over
bead.” Bhe laughed. “Do you wsee
what | mean, Eve?" She affected :o|
nea Eve for the first time

Eve had been looking culmly ahead.
8lie turned now sl smlled sereuely,
Loder felt uo vibration of the arm he
beld, yot by an Instant latultion he
koew that the two women were an- |
tagoulstlc, He sxperienced It with tha

divination that follows upon # moment
of acute e und 1

as e hud understond Lillian's look of
recoguition when his forehend, eyes
and nose hnd shown him to be him.
molf; her Llonk surprise when his close
sbaven llp and chin had prca.'lu'mmdl
him Chilcote.

He felt llke a man who has looked
into an abyss and stepped back fram
the edge, ontwandly calm, bot wmental- |
Iy shaken, The commonplaces of life
seemed for the wament to hold deeper
meanings. e did not hear Eve's an-|
swer; he pald no heed to Lilllan's next |
remark. He saw her smile and tura|
to the red haired man: fonlly he saw |
her move on Into the supper room, fol: |
lowed by her little court. Then he|
v the arm he was still holdng.
He SNt an urgent need of companion
abip, of a human expression to the |
crinly be Ll passed. |

“dhall we get out of this™ he asked |
again. |

Eve looked np  “Out of the room ™
she nuld

He looked down at ber, compelling
bor gaze. “Out of the room—and the
bouse,” he answered. “Tet us go—

home."
T through, The passing of the
corridors, the galnlng of thw |
carriage, se¢ied o Loder to Le mar
velously stmple procesdings. Theu, as
he sat by Eve's side and again folt the
forward movewent of the horses, he
had leisure for the fArst time to won
der whether the time that dad passed
since last he ocvopled that position had
actually bevn Uvesd through
Only that ulght be had usconsclous
1y comparsd one incident (s Ms life to
& sketoh in which the Hghs aad sbeed
ows pave been oblllerated angd Jost
Now that picture rose bDeforg bim
slartlingly and (nesedibly Intact, 1
aaw the sunlit booses of Sautasalare
backgrounded by the suall©hllls saw
them ss plalaly as when be hi@wselio
bad sketcbed thew ou his tm-i

CHAPTER XVIL

HE necessary formalitioa of de
parture  were speedily got

| uak for favors,™

———— - ——

gy detall of the seens remalned Tie
same, even to the central fgure] onk
the eye and the band of the artist hao
changed.

At this puint Eve broke in upoi his
thoughite. Her first words were curn-
ounly coincldental

“What did you think of Lilian As
trupp tonlghity sbe askel “Wasn't
her gown perfect”

Lodder Ufted his bead with an dlmost
guilty start, Then be answered straight
from his thoughts

“1—1 didn't notiee I, be sald, “bot

| ner eyes reminded e of o cat’s eyes |

—and she walks llke a cat 1 pever
secmed 1o seo it—uutil tonight,”

Eve changed ber position. “Slhe was [
very artlstic” she sall tentatively
“Don't you think the ®ohl gown was
beautiful with ber pale coluréd balry” |

Loder felt surprised, He was coo-
vineed that Eve disllked the other, |
and he was pol sutbciently versed in |
women Lo understaud ber pradse. 1
thought'— be begun. Then he \1'.-wl)'|
stopped. I didn’t see the gown," he
substituted. |

Bvi looked out of the window. “How |
unapprecistive men are!” she sald. But
her tone wis struugely frew from cen
Kure.

After this there wias sileéuce untl |
Grosvenor square was reschel. Hay- |
log left the carriage sod passed loto
the house, Eve pnused for & moment
at the foot of the stairs to glve ao or- |
der to Crapham, who was still lo oat- ¢
tendance lo the hall, and agaln Leder
had up opportunity of studying her, |
As he Jooked a shurp culiparison rose
to his mind.

“A falry privcese!” be bnd beard the |
red halred ot suy s Lilllsn Astrupp
enme loto view nlong the Bramfells'
corrldor, nnd the simile had seemed
particulirly apt.  With het grace, her
dellency, Mer subtle attriction, she
might well be the outcome of lmagl-l
nation. But with Eve It wos different. |
She also wns groceful and sitractive,
but It was grace ol atteaction of n‘
dlfrerent order,  One was  besutiful |
with the besoty of the wlite Fose
thut spriugs from the bothouse and
withers at the first touch of cold; the
other with the boauty of the wild rose
on the cliffs ubove the sen, that keeps
Its petals fine and transparent In face
of salt spray sl wet mist. Eve, too,
bhad her realm, but It wis the realm
of refl thingd. A great confidence, a
feellng that bere one might rely even |
If nll other falths were shinken, touched
him suddenly. For a moment b stood

Fate favored bim toulght; he was lo
luek tonight. He wonld pnt his® for-
tune to oue wore test.  He
feress the Lill and ran up the stairs,
His face was keen with Interest as
Lz reached her side, The hard outline
of hla features and the hard griyness
of hls eyes were suftened us when he
had paused to talk with Lakeley, Action
was the breath of Lis life, anid his face
chunged uunder It as atother’s wight

chatige undoer the (nducnde of sticeing | of the triumph, voleanic and Irrepres-

musle or goml wine

Eve saw the look nod ngaln the un-|
easy expresslon of surprise crossed her
LA
ot the banlster,

Loder looked at her dicectly,
you come Into the study as you cime |

thnt other night? There's xomething 1) thut momeut her oyes spoke.

wiant to say”  He spoke guletly.

falt master of himself and her.
Blie hesitated, glanced nt him and |

then glanced away
Wil you come? lhe sald ug'al.n.l

Aud ns he snld It his eyes rested on | Loder kuew it
the sweep of her thlek eyelnshes, the | replled shortly,

curve of the biek lalr, |

At last her lnshes lifted nnd the per-|
plexity and doubt In ber blue eyes!
stirred lim. Without walting for her |
apawer, be leaned forward

“Say yes!™ he urged.

Btill sbe healtated. Then her decisloa, In  your deceptions, o your menn:

wis made for her. With a new bold.
ness he touehed ber nrm, drawlog her
forward gently but decisively towand
Chllcote's rooms, |
In the study n fire buroed brlghiljai
the desk was laden with papers, the
lights were nleely adjusted,
alcs were In thelr accostomed places
Loder's senses responded to each sug. |
geatlon

bad left it
maun.

the niche nesding but the

To hide lis emotion he crossed the | cret, but it's nll so past that ity useless
flioor quickly and drew u chate for- | to speculate now.

ward. In less than slx hours he bad
run up and down the scale of emotlons

He had looked despulr in the face till | oo love to make the way easy.” Fora |
the sudden sight of Chillcote had 1ifted | second
bim to the skles; sloee then surprise | looked away,
had sssailed him In its strongest form; | dislilvsioning Is w0 very sad comedy—it

be had koown the full teaning of the

word “risk,” and from every contin- | langhisd a little Litterly as she looked |

gency be had come out conquoeror. He

bent over the chalr as he pulled It for- | the subterfuges, all the—lles.”

his own case
£0 vii ftom where | broke off 1
Eve half turned

e — -

¥

|
puzzied and questioning.

| saw me In & new light

| baek of ber chulr

| yet his egotism clamored for vindlea-
| ton. “All men buve thelr lapses’ be

irresolute,  watching her mount the it au : leflned spprehenst
| winlrs with her eany, wassured ,;,p_lwnlml_ _lnukiug at h:.:r.
Then a determiuntion came to uim, | Tenn't expluln it she went on with

| sons, but quite suddenly the—the farce
swung | bas grown unbearable

Ao paused, Hor lhand resting | that Um oot & maglelan! bhe sald
| gently. 1 hardly know what you are
3l | speaking of.”

He | distress, pride, ull strove for expres.

| asked.

“I don't oftan | have koown that you take druge—tor
| more thun four yenrs 1 have nequiesced

even the | forgot himaelf

It seemd but a day since be | tlon aml silence, she appreciated to the
had seen It last. [t was precisely as he | full the new relief of spesch .

May 1 hark back, and | 0tOnood sawing,

Her face wus allll |Red 1771, Realdence, 775 Ferry 8¢

MM cotrsE

Ehe sut forwanl again claspiug bef
bands

1le looked thoughtfully & the rl.l:f:
of ber hedd, ot the slio 1--..1.-..:- ol n:j
abotlders. the gliter of the dininonds
abuit her ek

“Io you remember the ¢af, Lhres
weoks ago, that we ke togetber o
this room at qupuy things

the day & =
yed] possl 6
This thoe she dld pot ook round.
She kept her gnre opon the fre . ul.!
I you renpmber? he persist
In ks college days wes whao

' heand that tope of (uiet persistence

had lewn wont to Jose heart. Eve
beard It pow for the Hrst Uime and,

| without belng aware, snswered 1o It |

“Yes, I remember,’” she sakd ;
“On that day o believed lome
< eurnestniess be wo lopger By
’ | Chileote: e spoke with hils owd
steady rellanee. He saw Eve stir
nuelasp and clasp her haods, but be
went steadlly on, "On that day ¥you
You acknawl
edged me” He cmphasized the slight:
ly pecullar word. “Hot since that
day”—his volce qulckened—since that]
day your feellngs huve chapged, your|
talth in me bas failen away” Hul
wateheld ber closely, but she made noj
ign, save to lean still nedrer to ithe
fire. He crossid his arms over (he
“You wery justh
fled,” be stld suddenly. “'T've not been|
—myself slnee that day!* As be said
the words bis covlness forsook hlm
slightly. He loathed the necessary e,

went oh, “There are times—there are
days nud weeks when I—when my"—
The word “nerveas” touched lix tongue,

hrmg upon i, then dled away un-
spoken
Yery guletly, almost without &

sound, Kve had risen apd furoed to-
ward him, She was standing very
wtreuight, her fiee o little pale, the Land
thot rested on tbe nrm of ber chair
trembling siightly,

wlohn' she sald quickly, “don't say
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that word! Don't say that hid
wond ‘nerves!’ 1 don't feel that 1 can
bear It tonight—oot just tonight. Can
you understand?"

Loder wtepped back. Without com-
prehending, bhe felt suddenly and
strangeiy at a loss. Somethlng In her
fuce struck him silent snd' perplexed.
It sermed that without prepuration be
had stepped upon dangerous ground.

he

pervous haste, “l can't glve auy rea-

1 used not to
think—used not eveu to care-but sud-
denly thlugs have changed—or 1 have
changed." She paused, confused and
distroswed, “Why should it be? Why
should things change?' She usked the
question =harply. #s8 If in  appeal
against her own neredullty.

Loder turned aslde, He was afrald

sllle, thut hee wdmlaslon roused,
“Why * she sald agaln,

1ie turned slowly buck. “You forget

For a tmoment she was silent, but In
Paln,

slon; then ut last her lips parted.
“Do you sy that in seriousness " she

It was po moment for fenclng, and
“In seriousness,” he

“Then | shull speak seriously too
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Her voice shook slightly und the color
came back Into her face, bot the band
on the arm of the chalr ceased to trem-
ble, “For more than four years 1

nosses’ .

There wus an lostunt’s silence. Then
Loder stepped forward.

“You knew—for four yenrs? he sald,
very slowly, For the first time that
night he remembered Chilcote and
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“Yea I knew, Perhaps | should aave
spoken when | first surprised the se

It was fate, 1 sup.
pose, | VETy Fouug, you were
Very nuappronchable, and—and we had
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ber glance faltered and she
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FEoull never have an audlence” She

back aguin. “I saw all the decelts, all
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