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had appeaVed to her and she bad Us- - Urfs'i'jtriiuge effect?"y. u nsTfcVi. Her tolerance of him
t due to Ignorance of his real charac-
ter. Mrs. Kelly must tell her."

He saw the light in Kelly's home,
and Its ullurcineut was stronger than
ever before, hut he resolutely held his
way to his own tliwlde, there to bit-

terly muse the emir evening over his
poverty nnd the false position in which

"""""
)) ...1Y... (T

"

wlfhhluif I aw you yesterday." Sae
raised the pistol. "1 tell you, I'll blow
you into kingdom come if you don't
promise rijit now to give him up!"

As she advanced the two little lads
at play Just outside poured 1" the
doorway, nud the sight of them steeled
the little mother's heart. "Go away,
tlarlin's," she called to them. 'Quick,
run for dad!"

The woman turned to see who was
behind her. ami the desperate Nora
seized her by thj wrist, "illve ine the
pin!" she called.

"I won't! I.e' go me!" shrieked tin
Intruder, jerking hard in the effort to
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iened.
"Hob should have warned me," she

complained, her mind going back to the
man siie could trust. At the moment
she could not we or would uot ac-

knowledge that lUyuiond had ventured
us far an he dared Iu revealing Mun-

ro's private life. She was toif angry
with herself and every one arouud her
.to be Just. As her flaming wrath died
she grew cold and bitter, "This Is

what conies of going outsuie oue's owu
proper world. I shall leave t' e peak
at once, and I hope 1 shall never ;ee it
or hear It spoken of again."

CHAPTKU XYtl.
J NN'S disgust and bitterness of

;elf accusation wore away as
she faced the resolving sun- -

light and measured her scars
against the breast of mighty Mogalyon.
In the dawn of the second day the In- -

cldent, having lot much of Its shamo
and terror, was debatable, and under
Matt's kindly counsel she readied a
certain resignation.

"No one but ourselves need know
what took place." he said In conclusion.
"Woo Is no talebearer, aud when tho
woman herself sober ofT she'll not

n nt II. Furthermore. I

' warned her that Jack would wrlnc ber
neck If he knew what she had done.
So I wouldn't Rive another ihousht of
It not one."

"I'll trv to forcet It." me promised L

buinblv. but she could not at once put
the experience out of mind. She could
only wait for that besotted face to fade
Into n Krisly apparlilon. In the end
she pitied tho poor woman who loved
nnd was wi'lin:,' to defend her love.

Itayinond was chilled by the ehanu-- o

In Ann by 11 return to the cold aloof- -

ness of her itmnnor nt ltarnetl's and
was profoundly troubled by It.

Tlie day followhn; the woman's visit
Munro rode down as usual to call and
seciiied unicfed when Mrs. Kelly
ed bim coldly. "Ann does uol want to
sec you or any one else this
you least of all."

Munro whistled. "Another cold blast,
It's sure up here on the side
hill. Isn't It? What do you suppose Is
the cause of It."

From the Inner room a clear, low
voice, icy as a mountain stream, re-

piled, "Miss Hupert Is not reeelvuiR
Captain Munro today or at any other
time."

He took n step toward the door.
'What have I done to 'get a crack like
ln!lt'"

The door closed witli n decided Jar
nnd n bolt slid. '

Munro bowed. "I understand. I'
take thp hint. But some 'day when you
are feeling Jolly I'd like to know what
has frosted the air down here among
the nspens."

'l can tell you. said Norn. with. the.
directness of n woman who has known
rough men all her life., "Aim has learn- -

cd the kind of life you live, and k!io de- -

splses the sight of yonr face."
For the first time In bis life Munro

was confounded. He stood for a mo- -

inentrevolvingun explanation. At last
be said, "YotMiiiiHtn't take an enemy's
report of me."

"We 3 "ol-- ' mh 'N'"'" e,Umy-
"Your wife has culled ou us."

"5,.v w'f'-
"The woman who calls herself your

wife. "I'is nil one so far as we are
concerned."

Muiii-- fro.vned. "Claire called!
Iere' Then with a leer that was char- -

ncterlstlc of lihn, be added, "I hope you
hud a pleasant, chat."

"Ask her. She did all the talklii'." !,

Munro been mo very serious and very
winning. "Now, see here, Nora"

"Call ino Mrs. Kelly," she Interposal
shortly.

lie was not smiling now. His heart
was In his voice. "You tell Aim not to
misjudge nie. Hhe iutist give me a
chunoe'to square myself. I don't claim
to be a saint, but I've been open nnd
nboveboard with every man or woman
I've ever hud any dealings with. What- - '

ever my past has been, I'm living on a
different plane now. I've cot off all
my old habits for her sake. I'm trying,!
to live up toiler standard of things. I

know she's better than I am, bu-- can .

climb. My family Is as good ns hers. I

Htnrted right, and with the help of a
good woman I can get back to where I

was. I chilm the work I'm doing-her-

la worthy her approval. Ask her to let
me see her aain."

Norn turned her face townrd Aim's
door nnd both waited in silence, but
no sound came from the Inner room,
uud Nora, seeing stilTcrug In the lines
of his face, said more kindly: "Y'e may
as well go. The door will not open to
you this day nor any other."

10; eyes were shining, his face pule
and his voice vibrant us he abruptly
said: "Couie with me; the tiinu hue
couie. 1 want to talk wiih yi.""!h.u has happened?" she askel Im
aliii-iu-

lie took her by the arm. "You prom-
ised to listen. You ure uot afraid of
me, are you"

"No. but 1 do uot understand. Whore
is Louis? lias anything bappeueU te
him?"

"Louis is safe witli Kelly. I want t
Boo you because things have h.inH-ni-

to me. Collie, must see you iitultc."

They niovist off up the path t.nvnrti
the overlook, and, notwithstanding Iicr
brave words, the girl wavccv.t in tlui

gust of this man's ex-

citement. The lill-- closed r.iiind tlieiu.
all signs of other human produce dis-

appeared, and they s ion sttRi atone la
a world of gray light whorvio neither
sky nor horizon line iippcaiW. All
that remained of the earth was n utile
strip of ground beneath their feet.

Raymond stopped nt last and Iield
toward Ann a small, Irregular pieiti of
rock. "Do you see that?" he h.iar;ioly
Inquired.

She took It woiiderlii.ly. "is (t ore?
"Yes, nud It's heavy with g.ihl. Kei- -

'5''a '''k ' w"'v" l'
" vein that will mnke us both ridi."

'l'''re was no tremor or doubt in his
,01"'-

"Oh. I'm so ulad!" she erliil out. with
unalTocted pleasure. "Now Mrs. Kelly
can K to live In the valley."

"Never mind the Kellys now," ho
cried out linpiUleiilly. "1 have a Rreat
deal to say to you, and I want to say
it here. I'm KoiiiK to try and win yon."
His manner was exultant, his voico
tense with passion. "1 am bold to reck- -

lessness today."
He bad never been humble. Now h

rose above her, masterful, an uvoweil
lover, and his even tiurnlnR down lulu
hers made her shrink and shiver ns If
from cold.

lie misread the movement. "Are you
warm enough?" he asked tenderly. "I
hope you lire, for 1 want to tell you
explain to you why I mil here. Let
us sit here." lie Indicated a Hat rock,
"This Is our only opportunity. No one
will know-M- io ouu can see us. Will
you listen?"

"I will listen," she Bald quietly and
took a seat, drawing her cloak uuout
her.

no tlmk "ft sot tlu froti B0

tll.lt ho ,, HlH) ,,,. f,iee, which wa
radiant as u rose In the mist. "Cvo
iH. trying to write you it letter ever

,.,, you ciiine. I wanted to set my- -
B(,if ,.Ki,t wlh you on Louis' account

ve w iHi ,m j wted you to
km,. ,llllt wna (l.vi11(J l0 Uo llim
good."

.., kmnv ,lnt t lmM vou ,,.

..Tmt asSm-iino- Is sweet to inc. but
r ,vllt , tt.n vml limv Ul.lt lhl. ,,,,
mysu,,v , lllv pr,, irt n,is. i , tt
Wl,st !)lul ,.,!,,,, ,,, w;ls-

-
..W(,,.,. vmlj ,.,,.,,..,. ra l;,,,, llt

,,,, .,, ,.,, u,is,:lU;,ilh, ,.,,,., Illld
K,,u SM ,.,( ,,0 f.,,

, ,vH onlv tlicre two years.
, TOl.t u,,,,.,,,,,,,,, f,. ,,,.,, of
discipline and gross Insubordination ut
the beginning ot iiiv third year."

Ul. ,K.m,, . ..you ,ml.,'t Judso
uie hastily. It. came on mv return nft- -

er fm.mlK.,. T,rs tll0 ,,, wluM1 til1
routUO Ulld (is,.ipuue pinch hardest
oll n,0 , ,rter two yo.;irs of grind
ti,t 1 hated I had a visit liomo- -u do
nduus (roe llme-n- ud to get back iu(j
school, back lutu those cold, gray tmr- -

rucks, was like going into a strait- -

Jacket. The lirst few weeks ni ter tjio
vacation are times of disorder, u period
of boyish deviltry, and 1 took my hum
Iu It. My broach of discipline was
nothing more ilniii a boy's frolic. I
should have been punished for It, iiutl

in t would have elided it, but I batisl
ouo of the olliecrs, the dlsclplluarliiii,
and when he rounded nie up he rasped
me till I lint my head. l'."ing it quick
tempered youth, I answered him, tin
abused Ino hhunief ully, uud 1 struck
him 111 tlie face, nnd (hut cudiij my
stay at West Point."

"i ill, how foolish! How
"No, It was not wrong. I would d

It llgalli. The small sucuk lived u toiio
in uddressiug me which no iiian ban n
right to use to another. Yop wouldn't
suppose u tone could hurt, hut it did.
It cut like a lush. Well, that ended
my career us u soldier. .My home wua
ou tho Ohio river, uot far from Cincin-
nati, and my family still lives tliero.
Our whole country Is rich In traditions
of General Ornnt, nud my father bud
selected me out of all his sons to b
the soldier of his family. Y'ou know
llow ""'" try 10 ""'P thelr Bon'
careers. Don't you see, I couldn't CO

1 "''cr
human, lie would not receive uie poor
nnd disgrncetl. With a big mine hchlud
mo the case will be different."

"Are we all purchasable with gold?-
-

sho asked.
Continued in Xo.t .Saturday's (iuur

Big Bargains

Saturday idlernoou and evelunu
at ( to nil h'rt hardwnre More. .V

'

(fondn reservd. KvoryMihitf k'o(h 'at
HtieHnu ... htelteif bidder. rl- -

Munro had cleverly placed him.
He repented of bis resolute passing

of her door when be heard next day
that a couple of the independent opera-
tors had spent the entire evening with
Kelly mid that one of them talked n

great deal to Ann. The sting of it lay
Iu the fact that Tracy was a line young
fellow, studious and capable. "You are
a fool," Raymond said to himself. "You '

threw away a chauce to bt hivuv
'

Hou't do it again."

CIIArTKR XVI.
n day passed that the

NOT of the patrol did not ride
w the door of trie Kelly
and leap from his saddle

with some fanciful greeting, carefully
and ornately uttered. So much lie ro-- .

tabled of his Kentucky brooding.
"The sheriff's army grows apace, but

does not inarch," he announced one
uiuriiiug.

Ann could not understand this hu-

morous deiiauce of law this colossal
recklessness. "What will you do when
it does march?"

"Meet it and bu'st it."
"Tell me, now," she said to him nt

another time, "what Is your real mo-

tive? Why should you be tho cham-
pion of the rights of labor?"

He iistjnished her by giving back
earnestness for earnestness. "I'll tell
you, my lady. Labor has got to light.
Tiiis union is the coming thing. The
toilers have not only got to stand to-

gether, but they've git to drill. 1 hap-

pen to have a little military training,
and I'm going to give western labor its
Urst lesson iu the power of military or-

ganizatiou.
"Rob and Keliy both stand for the

thing that i g ling out. They think any
man has tho same chance they have,
but I toll you this union that they de-- ;

spisc Is the coming order."
In truth, Kelly and Raymond were

watching Munro's rise to power witli
growing uneasiness. He was now In
almost complete control of the camp,
and though ho still deferred to the un-

ion and its committees, bis reckless
bravery, his prompt execution of or-- ;

ders and his knowledge of military
forms had made of him the chief
source of commamt, the only tideiniulo
regu'utive f iree on the peak. Those on
the outside did not hesitate to call him
"the arch devil of the district." and tho
ivliole westeru world was tilled witii
his doings, his reckless speeches.

His fame had fired the hearts of all
the dead shots and restless spirits of
tl'.e west, and from an Irregular squad
of twenty-liv- e or thirty men his forces
bad risen to nearly 2CU heavily armed
and hardy horsemen,

Raymond, though keeping keen eyes
upon Munro. was unable to liud outre
for war in any word or act of the gain-- j

bier, nor could he fathom Ann's mind
either toward Munro or himself. She

appeared to liud Munro diverting and
spoke of bim only In that way. If she
understood his "home life," It made no

change in Iter attitude. It was incon-
ceivable that a rclined girl should tul- -

crate a man who passed from one Igno-

rant and vicious woman to another,
and yet Ann's greeting remained gra-- !

clous. If not friendly. What It was
when they were alone, he dared not
think.

As for Raymond himself, he contiu
ued to punish himself by putting uside
the iiiany opportunities which came to
plead his own suit, and took a morbid
sort of pleasure Iu his renunciation.
"There will be one man at least who
will not persecute ber," lie said sav-

agely and bent bis best energies to the
work of developing his mine.

One afternoon as Ann and Mrs. Kel-

ly sat sewing and chatting together a
woman suddenly appeared in the open
door. She was large and high colored,
ber hat was awry, and there was a
wild glare 111 her eyes nnd a look in

her face that froze even Nora Into si-- j

lence. Both stared nt their strange
visitor in breathless apprehension till
she pointed her unsteady linger at
Ann and bnnrsely cried out:

"So you're the one that's cut me out?"
The muscles of one check contorted
nnd her eyelid drooped like that of a

paralytic ns she lixed a baleful look on

the astonished girl. After a moment's
pnuse she stepped uncertainly upon
the threshold nnd leaned ngolnst the
Jnnib. "Well, you'd better watch out.
If you don t give him up, I'll kill you;

"She's crazy," wdiispered Nora.
The Intruder fumbled In her nbsurd-l-

flamboyant skirt and nt last drew
out a pistol. "Now you better hop!"
she said, with menacing calmness.

Ann rose, white and calm. "Who
are you? What do you want?"

'
"Who am I? I'm Jack Munro's wife,

that's who I nm, nnd I want you to let.
him alone, that's what I want. You
enn understand that, can't you?" Her
hlg. flabby face again contorted bor-- i

ribly.
Nora found tonguo. "You go away

or I'll call Matt."
"Call him. What do I care for him?

I ain't afraid of no man llvln'. No,
sir: let him come. Dut I got no war
with you; you're all right. But Hint

Uiing there, with her fancy drosses
I'll pink her with a bullet If she don't
let my Jack alone."

If the drunken creature had swept a

handful of mtrc Into her face Ann
could not have been more revolted,
more Fixing a look of dis-

dain on the woman, she sold: "Y'ou are
quite mistaken. Yonr Jack Is les than
notbh to p.e. I h'm and all
he represents."

The orLer wildly laughed. "Ah, yes,
you can taik you're smooth but I
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tllAP'ILK XI CONTINUED

"Li ught 40. en, 'OU unu
Uiat Kob Kuymond borrowed him f.r
a lady." He turned to Aim. "Come;
we u""t get o' ot tuls"

, she obeyed like a child, ull her
nature iu subjection to his will.

JJftlug ber to the saddle, be led the
horse out the back way nud through im

alley luto the main street and so to the
bills. As they reached u fairly level

spot In the trail lie turned and looked

buck over the roofs of the houses.
The sheriff Is retreating wherein

he shows good sense." He poiuted
above them, where on Pine mountain
Jluuro's vedettes stood waiting, back-

ed by a thousand miner.', jocular with
battle hunger, shouting faint defiance

"1 am sorry to lie such a buri'.eu to
yon." said Ann. "I know you loeg d

to he there with Matthew Kelly, and
I have force-- you to flight."

"I will be honest. I had that im-

pulse. You see, Vv'-- ' been so in the

habit of mixing In 4nt it was 'only a
flash, for you were beside me." And
then he adtied, "And you are more to
me than any other thing in the work!.

She had no reply to this, no neat
turu of phrase, no smile. She looked

away in silence, her a little
troubled, her throat contracted.

In fear of the effect of his. words,
Raymond hastened to the Impersonal.
"If this trouble is turned aside it will
be due to Matt.';

"Why should they obey biinV Is ho
an ollicer?"

"N'ot now, but he was the Urst mar-
shal of the camp and afterward chief
of police. Everybody ykuows him, and
his influence is as great as that of any
one man. His presence here today un-

doubtedly prevented a desperate batt-

le."
As they lieured the Kelly cabin Ray-

mond said: "I am deepiy chagrined
by uii3 experience. I really thought
we were going away from disorder."

'Tlease do not trouble your mind
?with it any more," she unswered deci-

sively. "It was au experience which
will give me something new to think
about." '

Kelly did not return till late. At
about 0 o'clock be knocked ut Ray-
mond's door. "Get your gnu," he said
quietly. "We're on guard tonight."

And together they paced to uud fro
OD the hillside, listening to the yeils
of drunken men up the street and to
distant gunshots ns the storm of battle
swept uway to the south of them. By
midnight all was silent. The sheriff's
forces were either repulsed or cap-
tured.'

CHAFTER XV.

NOTWITHSTANDING or
the

perhaps
Ann
awakened

slept

as before, by the sound of the little cof-
fee mill, but she did not rise as prompt-
ly as ou the Urst morning uud was still
dozing when Nora appeared with a
piece of corn cake and a cup of coffee.

"You feel tired this moruiug, I know.
Weil, now, take your breakfast in
bed."

Ann was conscious smitten. "No, no!
You poor, dear thing! I nm ashamed
to have you waiting on me."

"It's so little a mere step or two."
"Yes, but you have so many steps.

After this I forbid you doing anything
of this kind for me, and I've been
flunking why can't we hire a China-
man to work for us? Unless I can do
something to relieve you I will not
stay. You are tired. I wish you would
ask Mr. Raymond to And us n helper
today."

"Hello, sis!" shouted Louis. "Aren't
you up yet? You'll never mnke a min-
er." Here he poked bis head in at the
floor. "Jupiter, wasn't yesterday uu
exciting day? It makes me sick to
talnk I didn't go down to Bozle with
you. rjob hns been telling me about
Matt's shielding the sheriff. It must
have been great. I was out on the
hillside. We all thought the sheriff
was coming up that way, but he didn't.
He turned back and went Into camp,
"hd last night Jack went down and
Pitched into him, and tfley had a
battle."

"They did? Was any one killed T
"Ten."
Kora gasped. "Merciful powersr
"So Terry says. Our side won."
Ann frowned. "Our side! You are

"ot taking sides with these lawless
miners?"

Louis wished to sidetrack this
"Our things have come.

"Have they? Very well; I'll get upt once and unpack. I want you to
help me a little here."

"And I want you to help fix up our
""ngalow."
. Agreed. Now run nwnv nrvl And a
"smuior nnd n,rm toi-- .

TiuKetlier flier pnmW her
a little less bleak, and together

"jey crossed the path to Raymond's"""where they toiled merrily. Annws just leaving the bungalow to help
Kelly with the mlddav meal when

l?nr? t'hod up ando flung himself
uis norse. u

. Good morning. Lady Ann! How

Something ,,n,l,-.l- presuming In his
. :.- r. :r: .l: j;.. .e :..

te..tended to check and humble

free ber hand.
Ami soimi the other arm. "I prom-

ise," she said quietly, fixing her eyes
full upon those of the infuriated wo-

man, who ceased to struggle; "Now
go awny."

"You promise?"
"I promise!"
The woniun ngiln laug.ed harshly,

drunkeuly. "I don't trustyou. I'll kill
you; then I know. Let go lue!" she
called. "Let go or I'll smash yonr
face!"

"Matt! Oh, Matt!" called Nora as
she clung desperately to that lerrlblo
wrist.

Help came from nn unexpected quar-
ter. Like a flash. Woo, the new Chinese

l

JJlui It! " he curti) cimamtuiicd, "JHt)p

cujk of the household, ruslieil Into (ho
ronni nnd fluiiK hiniself on the nnul
wretch. Ills long lingers eiielreletl her
Ihruut. "Dlop It!" he curtly eoiiun;iiul-ed- .

"Dlop gun!" For a few nioincnU"
the wuucui struggled, then the re-

volver fell to the lloor, and
It up.

Woo turned the gasping, hiccoughing
creature' to tho door and Hung her out
upon the ground. "You dlimk. Ho
home. Stop Iioieo. Me sabbe you you
sabbe me," he said ns he bent above
her.

Ann Interposed. "Dou't hurt her,
Woo."

He stood beside her while she slowly
regained a sitting positive. "She USIy
dangelous. Me go tell Mmtio. HUo

(Ight-- me kick."
The poor creature now seemed dazed

and brokeu and began to weep) and
With her tears became as abjectly piti-

ful, as pathetically tawdry, as she had
been hideous and menacing In her
wrath. Ami shuddered with a bitter
uauHca, n disorder that was half phys-
ical weakness, half mental repulsion.
There waa something ghastly beyond
word in this creature sitting In ut-

ter abandonment in her rumpled
which the pitiless sun dissected.

Stooping, she took 'the miserable one

by the arm. "(iet up. You must not
sit there."

Klowly the woman rose, all thought
of revenge swallowed up in a wave of
maudlin self pily. "You're all ugln
me all of ye! I guess you wouldn't
like It to have your husband stolen by
another woman. You let me aloue!"
she said to Woo, with a Hash of anger.
"You pigtail, what business you got to
lay hands ou a white lady V"

Tho creature began to pour forth u
flood of vile epithets, directed toward
the patient Woo, who tried again and
again to lift her and was In the midst
of a howl of wrath wheu Matt came
round the corner of the house.

"What's all this?" he usked sharply- -

The woman suddenly rose to her feet,
well aware Unit a man had arrived,
and began to mumble and weep again.

Nora rau to her husbnnd. "Oh, Mutt,
Arfve her away. She tried to kill us."

"Who Is she? Who are you, and
whut ure you doing here anyway?"

The woman,- quite dismayed, begnn
to retreat. "It's all right. She prom-
ised. I'm going now."

Woo explained; "She Munlo's wife.
Belly dlunk allee same clazy. Take
Dm gun -- go shoot lady." He pointed
At Ann. "Me choke uin. She fall ou
glound. No get up. Nola catchee gun."

Kelly followed the Invader. "You go
back to where you came from and stay
there or 'twill be the worse for ye, ye
Diurderln' ornndhaun."

Ann went to her room and mm;
herself down upon ber bed In such
abasement as she had never known In
all her life. She could not deceive
herself. She had brought this horri-
ble assault upon herself by something
more than tolerance of Munro.

The woman's Ignorance and
ber common voice, her b;idly

fitting garments, her Incredible bare-
ness of speech, all came back. "Arm

Rupert a rival to that being:" Of
?,, h.t,i for an hiatal. t Al

Mm. "I am quite well, thank you.'He was not of those whom 'disdain-
ful eyes abase. He hugged himself and
shivered comically. "Wow, but that
was a cold breeze! Some one must
have left ti e bars dovvu. You're not
going to draw the line on me. ure you?What do you know against me'r"

"I know nothing against you or fot
you either," she replied.

She was turning to go when he stop-
ped her, and his tone was hard nud
dry. "You were in Bozle yesterdaywith Kuymond. Don't do that again.
When you want au escort let me know.
I'll send a man that knows enough not
to take a lady Into danger and who
has 'savvy' enough to keen his imifor the return trip."

"Thank you. Yon are very kind, but
I'm not in need of additional protec-
tion." Ann icily replied.

"flood1, y till tonurrow," he called
after her la mockery, his voice as mu-
sical as a bugle.

Tills lut i view, short n It Was. left
the girl with the feeling of having been
grasped and shaken by n rude hand.
And yet her anger was not unmixed
with admiration. Ills magnllicent au-

dacity and the grace and dash of his
advance Interested her.

Raymond saw Munro riding away
and wondered what his errand could
have been, and when Louis told him
that the gambler had stopped nm1 de-
tained Ann in the path Ids tcelh set In

anger. "The little hound!" lie growled
under his breath. "I'll put an end to
that!"

Immediately upon finishing Ids sup-
per he went tip the path to llanley's to
find "the lookout." Munro was In his
place,, sitting high above his fnvo lay-
out clicking a c:mpie of silver dollars
together, talking with gleeful Intensity
to Denver Han. who stood at his shoul-
der broadly smiling. The saloon was
packed with men, all In high spirits
over the precipitate (light of the sheriff.

Munro sighted him at last and called
out: "Hello, Roll! How goes It?"

Raymond did not reply till he reached
his side. "1 want to talk with you;
Jack," he said in a low voice.

Munro studied him for a moment,
then turned to Dan. "Take my place a
minute."

Dan cotnpiied, and Raymond led the
way Into the open uir, and when they
were well out of the crowd be turned
and said: -

"Y'ou Intercepted Miss Rupert to-

day';"
"1 met her, yes. What nbout it?"
"Just tills. You're not tit to shake

the baud of a decent girl, much loss a
cultured, high bred woman like Ann
Rupert, uud you know It!"

Munro was staggered. "What busi-
ness Is it ot yours?" he asked, wid'
instant anger.

Raymond's wrath was self contained
"Keep your temper. Jack. We've sum-

mered and wintered together, and you
can't make any mistakes about what 1

mean. I know the kind of women you
live with and the kind of life you lead,
and I tell you to keep away from the
Kelly cabin."

Munro did not snarl as Raymond ex-

pected. His voice became softly In-

sinuating as he said: "Suppose the

lady Invited me to call? Suppose she

was Interested In my conversation?
The lady had a chance to go. The path
was open, but she lingered, she smiled."

"You're a liar!
Munro was now very confident. "Am

I? Ask the boy; he saw her talking
with me. I say the lady was gracious."

The gambler took on the uir of au in-

jured comrade. "Now, see here, Rob;
you're away out of limits. I acknowl-

edge I've known u whole lot of cheap
wonieu, but that's all the more reasou

why I should ho able to tell when I

meet the real thing. Her name Js as
safe with me as with you. Probably
she's tied up back iu the states any-

way, so that nciUicr of us has any
chance of interesting her. But It's uu

open course and no favors, and so long

ns she doesn't baud mo out the 'icy

mitt' I'm going to make the most of

my chance, and from this moment" he

took off his hat "I reform, I throw up

my job at llanley's, I cut off 'booze'

and I shake 'Eau Claire.' "

Raymond was Impressed by his ri-

val's manner. "You can quit gam-

bling, and I hope you enn leave liquor
aloue, but I see trouble when you

shake Claire. But that doesn't matter.

For the sake of old times I want to

nvold a quarrel with you, Jock. But I

warn you that if Miss Rupert finds

your presence dlsagreenble you go, nnd

yon stay! As you say. she Is probably
engaged to a better man than cither of

us. But she Is here because of tlie boy,

and I feel r certuln responsibility for

them both, ai,d the man who presumes
with her will

on a chance acquaintance
answer to me."

"AH right. Leave It to her, Rob.

nld Munro almost Jocularly. "If she

turns me down I'll pull out of my own

,i ul, t!r,w sure Good lllght.
Rnvmond walked away with a sense

0'f fa'lluro. Munro had ndrojtly writhed
nnd was probably ex0t 0f his grasp

utmg atils on n' cleverness. He was

troubled, b'O. by lb confident tone

vhirt) Munro h m !u, .

way was open; she lingered.

r.. Hp tumult of Id" doubt he
-" '' "f '"''lnerg"! wit'i au

!i

Munro turned and went out with homof
bowed bend, and Nora could not doubt 1 enn " " hnrd for yonr
tlie sincerity of Ids puln. father. Wus your mother living'"

One morning Ann rose to n slngulnr "!'. "he's living yet. I write ber
light. In place of the clear, goldou aim- - every week, but uot ouo word hat
shine which bad so often glorified her Passed between my father nnd mo
room n blue-gra- mist lay thick against ' my dismissal. Naturally enough,
her window pane. Raising tho sash, I drifted west nud Into cattle ranching,
sho put her band Into It It was Ilka I "K(',l "l0 excitement of It, and I'd
smoke, dry uud cold! Dressing bur- - trained to ride and to shoot. I
rleilly she entered tho sitting room, gradually became cow boss nnd e

Mutt wns helping his Bona to "H'1 " J'"" '""" "" with n few
dress. thousand dollars saved up. Your com- -

She stepped to tho door nnd looked '''""M.""' 'v"0' current In my life.
' 1 len"nc ambitions to do something,out with vague alarm. Tho vapor had

blotted out tho world. Nothing could lo be rlt'n- - 1 '"'"" 1"'''''- - 1 'uglit thin
te seen but the fiilnt forma of one or Dll"' tll0rn '"' K lIc
two cabins and a clump of nearby h"''1 11 """"'! he again. "Now I can
trees, and she went buck shivering uud B" ,""m'- M' r,mn '"a1"""1 becomes a

a little depressed. "I don't ilka to l
leave the peiik on such n dny," she said
ut last "I think I'll stay till the sun
comes out. I want to think of It us It
has been radlnnt and Inspiriting."

Tlie cloud bung moveless for hours,
impenetrable, yet resisting.' A hush
wus In the air as though some disaster,

as yel, was about to be dis-

covered. About 10 o'clock as fdio stood
on the steps wondering whether to

tom to tlie buiiKulow or not Hayiiiuiul
hurU fr r.n t(n ulnir'M


