
Jaken myself out" of thai
Mxmls did not kuow when with their holsTeri

J ..
'' B'T of ermine and saffron. The

air was lie&tl and crbyi. the sky cloud
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rt'Yes."
'Well, I will put you on my saddle,

aud I will walk aud lead the horse."
The light from the doorway fell upon
him as he upproaelu-- her, and tho
sight of his boyish face reassuml her.

As Harnett saw her rise to the sad-
dle he burst out: "This Is pPeposterous!
You must dot go up there. Tho boy
isn't worth it. I'm going w'.fh or
fight!" lie drew his revolver, but some
one caught his hand from hcli!nd:ind
twisted the weaiHin out of Ms grasp.
"o on, Jprk. We'll take cire of

him." called the man In the cabin door.
(

As the HkM of tlie lamp was left be-

hind and the darkness settled round
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Bprlngs," he said. Indicating Louis.
"What can I do for you?"

"Xothlng, old man. Just lined von
today. I heard thnt a man named

ll - A.

life?' And
be carried

these words to his sister that they
conveyed a deeer meaning. Ann was
aware that Raymond was holding
aloof from her, and, while she re-

spected him for his consideration, she
was, after all, a woman and resented
bis self mastery a little.

She was beginning to be bored to
hopelessness by the narrow life at the
Springs, under conditions which seem-
ed to the outsider Ideally beautiful.
But Louis came down each tiuio
browner, more manly In bearing al-
most comical In his assumption of Kel-

ly's walk and Raymond's Impassive
face. He always had exciting tales to
tell and seemed so entirely happy and
80 wo" tlint A,m ,lllJ not the heart to

-- X'E day Barnett telephoned to
f 1 his wife that he would not

J take lumheon at home There
was nothing unusual In the

words of tills announcement, but Jean
uette's keen car detected restrained
excitement in kit calm drawl.

"What's the matter?" she asked
Quickly.

"Xothlng. my deur; nothing," he glib- -

responded.
"Pen Harnett, I know better. Toll

me this Instant!"
He was 111 for It "Well, Mr. Mac- -

Itnymond hod taken a lease with Kelly, llsK ul,a t0 return east with her. She
I didn't kuow It was you till I saw eTt'n found herself llsteniug with
with Barnett today. Well, this Is tl'rest to his account of the doings of

wonderful! Where you froui? What 1,18 heroes, fur he had placed Matthew
have you been doing since we grad- - Kt'lly on the same pedestal with

There was something In his
voice thnt eluded Louis. Raymond iIra- - Barnett responded graciously to
gave Munro a warning glance. his Invitation to come up and, see the

"Oh. a little of everything cattle l,cak' 1)1,1 explained that the high
hunting, mining. I saw you ,ule was destructive to her, and Ann

last night lu nanley's saloon." shrank from meeting Raymond again.
"Why didn't you speak up?" though she expressed to him In a letter
Raymond hesitated. "I didn't know a t('l)kl sort of gratitude for his care of

whether you" her brother.
"Oh, rats! I'm not one to dodge.

What did getting flred amount to any- - CHAPTER XII.

kay, our superintendent, was tarred 8ali0 of hL'' boyish sweetness, for my
nnd ridden ou a rail by the miners this "a',ie"

morning" She wrote no further, for as her
"Gracious heavens!" mind dwelt upou that camp of rulliau

"and I'm getting oft up the stage miners and their desire for battle u
to meet him." ter resolution swept over her. "I will

"What did they do It for?" test his love for inc." With cold luteu-"Oh- ,

It's the same old business. The sity she announced her purpose. "If
men didn't like some regulation of his you Insist on going bnck to that camp
and struck, aud but It's a long story; I I shall go too."
won't go Into It now. I'll cct bnck In "You must not go," said Louis. "It's

way 1 was eady to leave."
Raymond poatcd his warning sign,

Have you been luck-ho-

Munro smile d broadly. "You be ! I
went back nnd swelled around In high
feathers told my side of the story
understand? I didn't let the institution

the drop on me. But, see here, j

eomo up to the saloon; I want to talk
things over with you. The boys are
bound to make mo take a hand 'lu this
uuion,"

"Can't do It now. Jack. But ,.mml
down nciin. Louis Is eohir Imelt tn.
morrow, and I'll be alone for a day or
two, nnd then we can talk freely."

"All right. There are a whole lot of
things I want to turn over. By the
Lord, this Is wonderful our meeting

here!" lie was reluctant to go.
"You bring up the old days. Well, so
long."

When Raymond returned to his seat
face was grave aud his eyes deeply

reflective.
Louis was much Interested In the

stranger. "Who was that, Rob?"
"A chap I used to kuow."
Next morning after breakfast Ray- -

moud hurried Louis off down the enn

V" "V '
repeated his pledge to look care- -

fully after the s health and to keep
him out of mischief

i.uui. anneo at me firings tairiy
hysterical with Joy over bis wonderful
day's ride and set about to describe
Skytown.

Ills absence bad been a revelation of
value to Aun. She bad not realized
to that moment how deeply his care

"Halt!" cried a clear voice.

her u convulsive terror seized upon the
gui. The horse, stumbling over loose
rot-k- In the road, which rail back and
forth ou the hillside like folds of braid,
passed now mid again under dark aud
silent pines.

Once, as her guard eaiuo back toward
her, something rose tn her throat, some
elemental dread, and her breath rushed
hoarsely through her lips. "If Robert

f"' ,k""T "', ,"ee'1 ,
of 8ll

J,uuiu,-- ui' wuuiu ui,riv cuiuu 10 iuv,
The man's voice was gentle ns ho

said: "You sec, lady, the camp Is In a
terrible excitement. We heard todny
thut the sheriff wub coming with a
posse, nnd the boys kind o' hold five or
alx o' those one lungers In the Springs
responsible. They are particularly
down on Harnett for putting Muckny
up to that trick. Hut you'll be perfect-
ly safe at Kelly's."

At length Ann's leader turned to-

ward n dark, high point of rocks, the
trail began to descend uud n few min-
utes later they came to a warmly
lighted cabin, on the door of which the
guide resolutely knocked. The hitch
was Immediately lifted, and a small,
pale womuu with u blur of yellow hair
about her head appeared lu the light

"Mrs. Kelly, I've brought you n
boarder," began tho vedette.

Ami caught sight of a boy at the ta-

ble and gave u cry of Joy. "Oh, Louis,
Louis!"

With a whoop tho boy rushed from
the cabin uud Hung his arms around
her.

"Oh, Anu, but I'm glud to see you!
Where Is Cousin Don? Which way did
you come? Rob has gone dowu to

tied "own I threw up my bauds. Viu
are from the vast, where things Tire
different. About one-thir-d of the men
on the peak are old prospectors aud
free miners, aud If they stay by tho
proposition you've got to take a sneak
or put up the tight of tlie age."

"We stand pat," said Barnett, "and
we shall Insist ou your arresting the
men who assaulted Mr. Mackay."

The sheriff made an elaborate bow.
"Right you are, Mr. Barnett. but I'll
want a hundred deputies to do It with."

Moving with such secrecy us he
could, the sheriff collected and swore
In some ninety men, the boldest and
hardiest to le found lu nil the towns
of the valley. They were not sedate
and considerate citizens, but they were
brave, or nt least reckless, and without
exception experienced wearers of guns.
They professed themselves quite oble
and willing to bring dawn anybody lu
tlie hills. After being urmed and pro-

visioned they were to be sent round
by way of a railroad which was build-

ing toward the camp from the south.
Barnett was heedful of his words nt

home and made light of the probable
opposition of the miners, but Louis,
With a boy's ability to discern what
was going on, soon acquired a pretty
clear Idea of the plan, and when Ann
asked him uot to return to the heights
on Monday he was ominously calm,
but "nsl.rt uu rig,,, , gJ Vhero be"

0P.lse,i
w,m(s me aml nccj, lm, ,,,

,,m guing. you CJU inu rje m ji lmt
thut U the only wny. If there is (ping
to bo war, I urn going to be hi It, and
I'm to be on the bide of the
mliiers."

Ann wrote a swift and fervent note
to unyuiomi:

I nr.i truMini? Louts to your c.lro
ho will not stay. You h:tvo won

his be:irt from us. uiul we ,r pow.-rh'P-

to prevent K.h return. O'.l:iro him. for l!io

no place for you.'
It Is no place for you."

He asserted uliusoif again. "I can
take enre of myself."

"Mr. Kiiymoud has asked me to keep
you uere. one wem iu uiuj uu inu
her arm about his neck. "Stay with
me. laddie. I am missing you these
&aYs' '

lu the end she seeiuctl to prevail, but
she took no pleasure In her victory, for
ne went nuout tue nouse use a young
eagle pinioned. Nothing snve the news

" ; ,
'ii. raid he became greatly ex

cited.
"There's going to be a battle," he said

to Aun. "I'm going."
"No, no!" she pleoded.
lie turned upon her with a resentful

stamp of Ills' heel. "I can't stay here
like a kid."

She changed her tone. "Very well.
When shall we start?"

He looked at her steadily, and luto '

els eyes icame a softer gleam. "I've

Just thought" he began reflectively;
"you can stay with Mrs. Kelly till we
build a wing for you. She's a nice wo-

man and lives in the cunuiugest little
log cabin. Thnt settles It! We will go
right away, today!"

Ann was nt a loss, but did not show
It. "If yu are determined to go, then
there Is no use In waiting. Let us start
at once!"

While Mrs. Harnett suggested what
to wear Don ordere I a carriage to take
Ami and himself to the train, and Louis
saddled his horse for his return trip up
tlie stage road. "I'll beat you up." he
lhoutt.il to Ann and galloped away
with shining face.

The railway which ran up Hear can-

yon was still building and bad not yet
leached the divide, so Hint a stage ride
of some twenty miles coninvted the
towu of Grand View with Sky camp.
Anu nnd Burnett were noticeable per
sons lu the car, which wns filled with
roughly clad workmen of nil kinds.
Ann was conscious of their admira-
tion for her, and It deeply nniioyed her.
Two or three of the better dressed meu,
who were on speaking acquaintance
with Harnett, came up to ask him what
ne thought of the strike.

"I didn't know It was a strike," said
he, Ignoring their evident desire to be
Introduced to Ann.

,t, n ..!... tl l.,l.t Vmir tn.in
xt..b.'. .,.h I,.,-- .' i.v.

'Not Imdly."
"He was a little too previous. I hope

''''"'" V , ."."'Vs.:
are a little sharp set about that busl- -

ness. Ain't goln' up there yourself, are
ye?"

.yeB. iv8 nlwnys been on good terms
w,, ul. nit,u j tlilitlc I can help to
arrange some sort of a compromise."

The two miners looked nt encli other.
'

it length the older of them said In a

aggerated. My claim Is Just below

Bozle, and so, of course, I don't ,tuo-.-

jth more about hky than you tlo.
Stin I wouldn't advise your going in nt
this time:

At f;nind View a couple of stages
met them, and as AO waited on the
platform for Don to secure a carrlag
she observed that ou the seat of each
of the coaches two guards sat, negli-
gent!." nursing rifles which glittered In

the sunlight. Soon the wh!p beg:n to
crack, und the coaches rolled nway one

by one. leaving Barnett to follow In a
road wa'W. whi'-- he had hired for
be!'- - o'j- - pOfl! !"e
Toe i:.i .v : .'.:'.) to u.i laf

M 'gallon onV l'tw:T;:,

less, aud the road, iwept for an occa-
sional inutllktle, Vila very good. Bur-

nett remarked, "We ought to puM Into
Bo7.Ie before dark on these road?"0

Night came nbru'y. A thin tr
soma rose swiftly ou the western sUy
and suddenly grayed the brighftess of
the sun. Tlie world grew lnst;iiith
stern and cold. The mad, after Hlitilv
Ing a ridge, descended Into a gjrge
with firs ou either side, and when th.--

came out upon the fiat meadow to the
northwest of M"gtlyon only the light
of Skytown could be soeii.

At the moment that Iou was ilui
lug out the lights twj
pea red In front and In the middle of
the road.

"Unit!" cried n clear voice.
The driver pullM his tired Inures to

a stand so energetically that hi hands
rose above bis bead.

"Is IonneIly Harnett with you':
asked one of the men as be rode
nearer.

"I'm Barnett. What do you want of
me?" asked Hon coolly.

"Not n thing." answered the horse-
man. "That's just It We have no
for you, and I've been watching to
meet you and say that the boys want
you to continue your quiet, uneventful
life at the Springs."

"Who are you 7"

"We're a Cv.uple of Skytown vedette.
Who Is the lady?"

"That doesn't concern you. Go on.
driver."

The driver took up the reins, but tho
Voice of the vedette grew sterner,
"Stay where you are:" Then, turning
to Harnett; 'Tin your best friend, Ion- -

neliy. llie boys u in I erst and that you
are backing Mackay lu his plans, and
It Isn't safe for you to enter the camp.
I advise you to turn around right here
aud go back."

Ann spoke up: "I'lease let us go on.
Mr. r.arnett is taking me lu to meet
uiy brother, uud I nui cold and hun-

gry."
There was something thrilling In tlie

calm, clear sweetness of her voice, and
the first of tho vedettes, pressing near,
er, leaned from his saddle to ask:

"Who Is your brother, lady?"
"Ills name Is Louis Ktipcrt. lie is

only a boy, and I am going In to cure
for hlin."

"Rob Raymond's kid. I kuow him,"
replied the vedette. "Hut I thought hi
was visltlntr von In (hp finrliiLr

"He was, but he went bnck to the
camp today, aud I am very anxious
I'bont'hlin "

..Hc.g rgllti lndy s0 long s ,tol)
nayuiond has him lu hand. You nre
welcome, but Baniett Is on tlie out- -

sld UIld must gtU. tucr0...
..t d(,cMne to ckn0,vKMge your nu.

a.,..... rps,loniiort i!r,le,t 0w thor.
oughly angry.

The horseman laughed softly, Irrltat- -

h'g'.v. "Manners don't go with us nt
the present time. I must ask you to
camp right here or go bnck to Grand
View till I can communicate with the
president of the union. If you are
here to talk compromise the men will
be glad to meet you, but my Judgment
Is that you better retire to Grand View.
I will see that tills lady gets to her
brother."

Ann was not a timid girl, but tho

thought of ridln; nwnv Into the black-
ness of the night with tlieso sinister
gtir.r) made her flesh chill and her
nerves creep. "Dou't leave mc, Don,"
she whispered.

Enrnelt stormed nt the horsemen. "It
Is Impossible! It I am forced to go
back she must go with me. What right
have you to Interfere hi our plans?"

The answer came quickly, coldly, ev
ery word telling. "I'll tell you. The
boys have learned that you have been

chiefly Instrumental In pushing the
sheriff Into another raid, and If trouble
conies they'll kill you. It Isn't safe fir
you to be on the till tomorrow. Now

you needn't be afraid to trust the lady
to me." The vedette removed bis .int.
"I am not a man to be feared by wo- -

men."
Ann again spl;e. "I can't consent to

your going into danger for me, Dun.
Turn back, and I will go on."

"it Is madness!" he said In u low
voice. "These men are not lit escorts
for you. We will both go back and
wait am ( 11 morning."

Ann's teeth were chattering with
cold. "I dread that long drive. We
must be utmost at our destination."

The two horsemen conferred together,
nnd at lust one of them returned to
say: "Driver, you may come on until
you reach the first cabin at the foot of
the hill. There the holy will get out,
and you will drive Mr. Ihiruett back
before daylight tomorrow morning."

As they drew up before the shanty
6Vr the leader of the vedettes rode
forward and said gently: "Lady, the
road from here to the summit Is lined
with cabins, and no harm can possibly
come to you while I have you lu charge.
Or, If you like, you can stay here till
morning; but I would advise you to go
ou to Mrs. K'sMy's. There Is no cabin
suited to your needs ou this side of the
peak."

Ann, stiff und weary mid hungry,
rose hi' her seut with a sort of despera-
tion. "I will go," she said with trem-

bling voice.
The vedette, dismounting quickly,

beitsl her tu the ground, whiiu the sec-

ond man, leaning low ou his horse, en-

tered into a muttered conversation with
an unkempt mull In the doorwuy.

Burnett argued und insisted on going
ou to Kelly's.

"Not one step farther!" sternly com-

manded the vedette. "Hut you can
rleep here tlil daylight If you wish."

Ann Interposed. "Don, I beg of you
to go home. 1 don't want you to go
any farther. 1 uiu not ufraid now.
This man will take me to Mrs. Kelly's.
I'm sure of It, and Louis will bo there
hv this time, and Mr. Raymond."

"Sure thing, ludy. And it isn't i.ile
not l::o:e li 7 o'eio'-':- e II al.i.Ost
; .1 t. : I.: i' ..e o.' ,.. ,;.!'. Cu . ;

riij.j a horse V"

was woven into her dally lire. It was himself came riding Into the yard at
Jealousy of Raymond's power an acrid dusk.
Juice which had turned her pity for Raymond's letter to Harnett took se--j
him, while wounded nnd helpless, Into rlous view of the situation:

'

resentment, and now that he was well : don--
, thmk Mm-ka- the proper man to

nnd triumphantly drawing the boy to attempt to reorKnuIze the working hours

HAMLIN
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r lujs face was suddenly lllumi-tr- f

He threw out Ula suiull piilm. out
Jj,,, j0 it:" lie cried out, and bis tone

enrrlcd conviction. but
Barmond continued: "You like me,

You cnu,t Ilve lu tUo
,nd I le yu- -

Soring, and your sister can't live

here So 11 eevmB a"t 1 must be your

hil brother and look after you. And,

yu lullst ralud wUat 1 Say'

or m'ta'ke a birch to you."
Tnls threat seemed not to appall tlie

hov "Can I work lu the mine?"

"No; yo can't work In the mine, but

I'll find something on top for you to

do. You must take caro of those lungs
for awhile. But come, let'sof yours

,ee'if we can't catch the stage."
"Ob, let me stay till tomorrow!"

pleaded tlie boy. "I don't want to go

today. It's to" beautiful to miss."
Raymond reflected a moment. "Very

well, hut you'll want that singe ride.

It's one of the finest roads lu the
mountains. You rattle down the

tomorrow, sure! thing. Hememher get
that!"

Together they went down toward the
mine, where n group of men were

traildlug a log cabin. "Here Is where
we ore to live, provided your sister .

consents."
Barnett came riding up the hill about

sundown and Immediately at sight of
Louis began a Jocose tirade. "You
scanip! You young flyaway! A nice
Interlude you've given us. Ann hadn't
slept a wink for a week till she got up
your message yesterday. How long
lave you been here?"

Raymond hastened to say, "1 Induced
him to wire as soon as be turned up." his

"Had you been here all the time, you
young rnttlepute?"

Louis was not afraid of Barnett
"Yes; I was down there looking for
Bob." He pointed toward the town of
Bozle.

"Well, I'm to bring you home In-

stantly!"
Louis took shelter behind Raymond.

"Xo, you don't. Tell him. Bob."
Raymond winked at Barnett. "He's

going tomorrow on a promise to me,
Don. I've made a bargain with him.
He can tell you about it on the way.
Moreover, he is going by stage. He's
on honor." bis

When they were alone Barnett said: HI)

"The most unaccountable of all things
Is the human heart. That boy is crazy
about you. By the way, how's the
lung';"

"Almost as good as ever."
"Your constitution Is a wonder. And

the mining deal?" his

"Very promising."
In the talk that followed Raymond

learned for 'the first time of the pro-

posed

do
consolidation of the Red Star

with two or three other heavy propert-
ies, and they fell Into a discussion of his
the camp. I"If I had my way," said Barnett,
"I'd have this meddling Idiot Larucd
thrown out of the camp. What busi- - and
ness has he here? lie's a rauk out--

Bluer anyway, nnd this uniou Is a
breeder of war."

Raymond raised a warning band,
"Careful, Don. It doesn't do for you to
say such things up here. This union
has come to stay, and you who employ
labor will do well to treat it with a
certain measure of respect."

"But you're nn employer too."
Itaymond laughed. "Oh, my little

crew don't count. They're nil pros-
pectors or cowboys, and, besides, I In
work right with them aud nm classed
as a working miner. Your case Is dif-

ferent."
Barnett went nwnv calmlv superior,

trat cnnie back from a conference with
Mackay, the superintendent of the Red
star, less haughty of manner, but dis-

tinctly more acrid of toue. "Mackay
says this confounded uniou Is growing
rapidly aud that practically every In-

coming miner Joins nt once. I told him
to nip the thing lu the bud, and he has
hepui to formulate a plan to do so."

' Walt a year," warued Raymond.
"Wait till I pay for my mine."

That night as Louis sat before tlie Are
In the center of the unfinished cabin
his face shone with Joy and the heart
of the tall miner grew very tender to-
ward him.. It was good to have this
gay young brother of his love to keep
him company. A new sensation arose
from having some one to plan for nnd
to protect

The dreaming lad, outstretched on a
Pile of blankets with his hands under
his head ond his small feet, clothed In

extended to the blaze, y

turned nnd said: "Rob, this Is
he kind of life for me. Wouldn't fir--

have liked this? I'd be perfectly
1'P:' If I didn't have to pack oft down
e hill tomorrow. Why couldn't Ann

jotre np herer
"Maybe, by and by, when we get our

rabin fixed up. we will ask your sister
W Mrs. Harnett to come up and visit

Is. snhl n.,i-- i...... iiiwuu,Lou: started up. "Oh, will you? If
an were here I wnubi nr wnnt to

O east nlln nerort I foU9
tveWre always."

A ,oot on,5i'le disturbed Raymond,' " n. voice called, "! Rob Rav--

O.SVr unfinished doorway stood a

J'1" ynng fellow In a white so
nl a neatlv flttln dark suit.

J"k Jl'llirn'" .(..Iron.! !? ,.- -

they )nmK "git" down.

time for dinner, probably."
In an hour Millionaire row was hum- -

mlng with news of the outrage. lie--
'

ports, confused, conflicting, flew along
the wires east and west, and the after- -

noon papers were nned wttu dramatic
tletuils of the opening of a big strike
n sk,.town nnil tlle storv of U9W tlm

uulon lmile lma ndled Mnckav.
t!lc t ot tue Rcd Star
Mining corporation

All this would have Interested Ann
very little bad not her brother been In
the midst of the disorder. She Immedi-
ately wired him to come down uud got
a reply from Raymond saying, "Louis
is on tlie way no dangur." and the boy

of thla camp. Don't try to put him back
and don't make too much of this lit'
tie affair. The whole camp is uneasy at
this time. The union Is getting very
strong and likely to m:Ute It hot for In-

dependents like Kelly and myself.

"What Is It all about'" asked Jean-nett-

Dou looked bored. "Oh, really now,
dou't usU me to go Into the cause of a

strike. A woman never understands
such n situation. However, here is
what Rob says:

Mackay ported his notices Saturday
nis'lit. puttir.g the new nine hour schedi:lo
Into eff.'Ct Jlonduy morning. Sunday t:ie
Ciimp boiled. Tile unijii pi:t r.Tlii its de-

cree, and of course nt t'.ie mon:Ing hour
a big crowd gathered to see MaeUay face
his men. lie cnine riding up (l!ie J

in tun cioi-'-- i:n.'!:t-i-

breeehes and a liili- biuni i.ray cai
you know the kir.d. Of c.,urs. t:i.y heul. J
lllm and headed his hors.' b.iri.: (I.'.vn l!.e
slope, lie was red headi d, n.u.ir.iily, nr.d.
being u double dlslilltd Idiot, Ired a
couple of desperadoes from ltozle as

guards and came back. This lir.ie ti:e
buys Jerked him und his nun frttai
horses and hustled them duwn tlie canyon
at the boot toe. I did what I c'.rj.l to
prevent this, but the men who h.iu ta
ir.ritter in charge had been drinking, uad
the crowd was with them. My r.v-'- are
not in the union, but I hear ominous
threuls. I advice you not to iUMn.pt to
put tlie new schedule into operation ut
the present time.

The effect ou the valley of llackay's
recital of his maltreatment was most
wonderful. The principal mine owners
of the Springs, met to discuss their
campaign. Tlie valley callid for the
blood of those who had du.,tej the sa-

cred person of tneir representative, and
tlie sheriff was ordered to arrest und
bring down tlie insolent "red necks"
who had bumbled the proud nnd con-

fident Red Star superintendent. "This

spin, o mw..-- s -
who developed unexpectedly Into a
leader of the mine owners by virtue of
his large Interests lu the Red Star.

Tho sheriff valiantly responded to the
call and, with a half dozen deputies,
marched up Into the glittering mist of
the high peaks and came down again
empty banded and sullen.

Bozle to meet you."
Aim tinned to thank her guide, who

was looking ut her with undisguised
admiration.

"It was u great pleasure." he re- -

plied, with an assumption of grand
manner. "Introduce me, please," hu
said tu Mrs. Kelly.

"I niiift Introduce myself first," said
the little woiiiau. "I nm Mrs. Kelly,
and your guard is Mr. Jack Munro."

Ann gave hliu her baud. "1 liiiiuk
Mr. .Munro, but I think he should huvn
allowed Mr. Barnett to come Into shel- -

ter. It seemed cruel to send him buck
oil that long, cold drive."

Munro remained unmoved. "Oh, he'll
stay at Chi.vson's overnight."

j Mi's. Kelly put lu u word. "I think
you better come Into shelter. You
must be cold and hungry. Won't you
step Inside, Mr. Munro?"

"No, thank you. It Is a great temptu- -

tlon, but I've work to tlo."
And so, chilled mi l hungry, Ann en-

tered the pleasant home of the Kellys,
and the terror of the dark ride became
a part of the outer world, shut uway
by the strong, rude door.

"Hob has gone down to the stage of-

fice." explained Mrs. Kelly. "We
thought you'd come that way."

Mrs. Kelly put Aim down to some ten
and cold tiieut, and while she was still
at the table and In the midst of her
story Raymond Hung open the door.

"Here she Is!" he called to some one
behind hlin, und his white face nnd
glowing eyes testified to his great anx-- ,
lety.

Ann rose to meet liltu with n rm-- of
trust and confidence that fll!. U her
throat and rendered her wordless, but

side her heart was bitter with
hatred, but she gave her consent to
Louis' return because she dared not

otherwise, aud In a letter to Ray
mond she sit id:

I resign Louts into your hands, because
happiness Is more than my own anu

because he no longer rejards my wishes.
have hoard much of the gambling and

drinking of mining camps. I beg of you to
guard him. IW is so tine and sweet now,

defilement Is so easy,

Tpon reading this letter the camp
suddenly became a dark and dangerous
place to the young miner. lie f.a-.u- it
harder to make excuse for profanity
nnd foul Jests of the miners, mid he
went less uud less among tlieiu and

spent more of his time with the lad

watching him draw or listening to him
while he read.

Their cabin became the center of the
fiuer spirits of the camp. Doian and
one or two of his friends often came

of an evening to smoke a pipe and

play a friendly game of carls. "A

visit to tlie bungalow always pays."
said one your.g fellow whose weakness
was drink. "They send a fellow away
feeling respectable.'

Mrs. Kelly supervised tne House-

keeping us well as she could, nnd the

rluiJ ' "''a b;j
and ur ',1.warmPlace was at least

frtl)iK!it Louis dor.n Lie

Sunday with Ann. but
!ra" tu. ''. I to '.in !:'.
I

k. l)!e.- I" lid 'I've

A meeting of the otlicers or ine itea toue that meant a good deal to cars
and allied companies was called, customed to western Inllectlons: "Well,

Barnett presiding. Most resolute res-- t reckon the whole thing has been ex
olutions were pussed. Mackay was In-

structed to press his demands to tlie
full. Barnett naturally opposed a con-

ference with tlie miners. "Litlier they
come to our terms or we close down

tie mines," he said. "It la our cue to
be firm In this demand."

The sheriff, who had lieen Invited to
be presenVoinl tell his tale, put lu a

warning iMrd.

(J:cu;cc," said he. "you're deal-

ing with a lot of free miners an 'Q)
v.ho won't 1.0 driven and

--an t b If It d Jut a

cae of Umrant d::ges I would hare
t.r...'-.-- ':.: '(en. b'i t!,. -- 'v.. Ride-

r- .! .n't i. r -' ''"
Denver ValuX tiyt leva

she held In-- r hand toward hlin.
lie seized it. "I was greatly alarmed

when I heard that you were coming
alone. How did you come? How did
you Wid tho way?"

Ann then said, "Your friend Munro
met us, turned Don back uud piloted
ine up the hill."

Raymond turned to n big mini who
stood wailing. "Miss liuperl, this Is
Matthew Kelly, my mining p inner."

Aim gave her hand Into Kelt's enor-
mous p.ihu with a look of admiration.
"! am !:tod to know you, Mr. Kelly. I
l.ave t.ei's k y o vc:t
f.ft

Cultauuvd iu :ie.i batur lity'a tiuurd.


