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man had either struck ore or bopTS lo ualr. a man who U&ed like a Caa'c(7),iv'u ,lwf ""d llle. -- -i "t
dosont.nr moment Bre nul un nve uuuureo. or anrluet ,,n.l . ho t one end ofiuey

HESPER
thousand feet underground,, working
for a comoavy. aud this Oovipany. 1

tell you, bas no regard for its bauds.
Their Interests are not those of the
miner. You may blnruey all you like,
but the miners must KkjIt out for their
own interests, Just as the employer
hires law) era and agents to look after
his."

"Very true," Miilied Kelly calmly.
"I'm not objec'tla' to that. Organize
and take care o' lalior's t:itcrsw. but
dou'l ask me, an employ. t of labor,
to throw up me hat when u vote to

I harp found Rob. We'.d n" O K.
Don't Vjrry. JlW.l

As he handed It over he said gayly,
"Will that do?"

"That's satisfactory. Now rush 1L"
As they walked out Uaym n j stern-

ly asked: "Want to stay with im do
you! Well, everybody worl.gjwhcrr I
live. We don't allow Mot. If yoa
had soiui'tliing to do you'd keep out
o' mischief."

Louis twisted his small rfjht arm.
"I'm ready for anything."

"(Jot your outtlt your wh'lo k'117

"I've got one camera and
lug materials."

Raymond packed his hand has ai

.BY..

Here n there on the slope a tall the room and culled the bouse to order.
and shapeless' shaft bouse rose, with "You know the purposes of this meet-- '
heaps of orange and blue griy refuse (Ug," he said. "Noyj who will you
rock close beside It. The wlWo camp have for chairman T"
was as yet disorganized, formless and cKelly. Kelly!" cried a doien men.

.debatable. Not one In a bmi'lred of the "Munro!" sliouted thosjj, further up
mines was a paying property; all the the ball.
others were mere prospects. "Moved and seconded that Muuro be

As they left Buldy and turned to 'chairman," said the siuoorh faced man.
climb Tine iifrtuntaiu the dwellings " of,.An wno favor say "Aye!" A shout
thickened. They were nearly all built many mingled voice answered. "tp-- j
of the smooth, straight trunks of the posl xo.' tmly an obvious inliiorl- -

aspen, but nearer the summit were of tT voted "Xo." "Munro Is elected,
j fir, aiul a rew of them stood In plctur- -

jat.k, got up here"'
esque nooks amid the rocks. Toward Aj tue llow chairman's i,.ul rose
one of these, more homelike than the bov8 (he turo u.,y,uoiul experleue-- i
others, Kelly directed his horse, and s!, -- 1 know that man," ho
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r mas he nearod the door a couple of lusty.
yellow haired boys of six or seven
years of age came bounding out to
meet him.

Mrs. Kelly was unexpectedly tody- -

"ke, small and very pretty, with a sl;!u
that no wliut pnnl.l ton noil her frrcnt.

V . . . .

wistrui, pathetic eyes appealed to nay- -

mond with Instant power. She greeted
him cordially, aud, while Kelly took
the horses to the corral, he entered tit
her invitation. Her voice was as
eharmiuir as her pale face and hair ef
burnished gold, and the young fellow
boked upon her Iu surprise.

"You don't look very well, sir," Mrs.

Kelly said to Raymond.
"I'm not very well, but I'm going to

tear np the sod Just the same. Your
husband Is to show me how."

"Matt can find gold easy enough, but
he can't keep It."

"I've confessed as much. Nora, me
girl, nud If Raymond can help me on
that sore I'll put him In the way of
makln' his pile. Can ye walk n few
rods? If so, I'll show ye the mine and
the chance."

"Certainly. I'm far from being a
'one lunger' yet."

The two men walked round the little
grove of firs to the west and came up- -

on some men busy with a very small

unriht enclne hoistlm ore from
shaft

..Hero sn(i Kpiu-- , "is where we tap
Ule rlm. of llfe .

Tll, ls U1V ov, n

mine, but the wnu I advise ye to take
LS Xtat J"St be'Vm"1' bilVB ttU aT
for tne or.n prospect, but I shall not
take it. If ye are agreeable, we'll
lease the Last Dollar together aud
work lt to the limit, for I'm satisfied
Its vein Is .the same as me own, which
will keep; but if I strike ore. Cuiran,
who owns the Last Dollar, will J'.iir.p
his price to the moon. Our lay is to
bond and lease his minemove my ma- -

h.nery over to his old shaft and work
like mad to open up ore to buy In the
property. Ye see, no one has touched
pay ore In tills quarter, and Curran ls
linxlous to sell. He offers It at $13,000.
I believe we can opeu a vein tbut'll

J,"?,.' , .. . ...

raise the wages of me L e i:uu. I'd,
fight scandalous" j

"Go it, Kel!y! You have bim on
three legs and goin':" shouted a wag,
and. amid the laughter that followe.!.
Kelly leatied down uud uiude for the
door.

When Raymond overtook bitu again
he was iu talk with a lean young fel-

low with large, bright eyes, who had
the tone of au old and bitterly disap-
pointed man.

Kelly introduced bim. ''Hob, shake
hands with Mr. Dolau, oorrespondeut
of the Valley Springs Nev. Jim, this
Is my new partner."

Dolan, ns he clasH'd bands, remark-
ed, "You've met up with a good man,
a mau that won't do ye, and there
nreu't mttuv like him 111 this town

0,l!v ,mi ntteT llul lt ,, , lt,ly.
U1;)1,,; s m,ul that Kellv had been civ- -

mg Dolau a note their
plans and that his whereabouts would
be at once made known to Vulley
Sprlutrs and to Louis.

"Who Is this man Munro?" nsked
Raymond as they left the reporter ami
started for home.

"He's a chan from
Ii(xi (jiirf Ul pretends to be u miner
uml ,,:,rtuer with an old fellow on
(ile Iuirt, Blllt, thi! hut he's
wiirkln1 for llanley-look- out for tho
roulette wheel. The boys nil think a

heap of him. They say he always glv.'S
em square dcai

" ""Does he?"
"I think so. 1 never heard to the con-

trary."
"Larued was right about tho union,"

sold Raymond. "The big owners lu
,hu Springs me sending east for their
mluers. They know that men like you
and mo will uot do their deep work for
them. He's right, too, lu saying these
cowboys and farm hands from tho
states won't make miners. They don't
lntend to work umlerground. We'll
find ourselves left short some morning
if we (leped on these fellows, who can
hit the trail at ten minutes' notice."

"Sure thing," said Kelly. "This get- -

tin' under the crust o' the earth aud
llviu' there Is unholy busluess-n- ot for
free men like ourselves. It's all golu'
to be dono by the Rooshiaus and the
dagoes."

peaks faintly lit by the big silver
bright moou.

A sentence from Uichter came luto
Haymoud's niaid, "In tho presence of
beauty, beneath the stars, men think
of ove.. na Uls heart ached with a
Bonsu of loS!i.

Unconsciously, lu spite of his at- -

tempt to pill unnseir uway from nor
presence, Ann had coiuo to dominate
bis musing hour. At thought of her
he grew resolute and hopeful ami,
reaching forth a powerful band, grnp- -

pled tho air as If lt were the throat of
hltherlo Invincible opponent nud

said, "I will win!" He acknowledged'
Unit wealth had power to aid him. "So
long as I uin unknown and poor ami
In she can only consider uiu
what I am a failure. Money Is u
measure of value, and wealth I must
have hist; then leisure uud the higher
life."

rti.PTi:n xi.
N tin.' si'coiul lnoiniiiK nftiT !i!h

0 mcoiiiiK wltli DaiMii, K;iy
uionJ, rldliiK' down tlu' trail
toward IJoalu, dlHcovurod a

Biiiad fisiii'i toiling toward liini, paus-
ing ol'ti-i- to rest. "It can't lo Louii,"
ha n;iid, "and ytt hoiiie.li.iJiS fa-

miliar lu Hint waJlv. It is Loulu, and
Jil-'- on my trail!"

Wlieu ilio boy, lifting Ids tired beud,
reooKiilzcd tho rider lit- ulloiod a licrce

iBmu- - ci.ie.s i.oue, B...eu on. no- - m silence tne two men looked a bronu nud with tlie liberal and smokingWl"- lows from other districts, iron who had 0Ver the valley toward the dim line of ..- - ........t, . k,.Iv nmvldeil but

said under his bre;.th. Munro was a

clean shaven, boyish fellow, with bluck
hair pushed back from his face. He
was young ami uainisonie nun uegau
sneaking In a clear, u:uieni ami most
persuasive voice. It was plain he was
... i l,;. ll,,...i .n,t.lw BUUU ,v.u,. " w...i.v
qt0 curtain of himself.

.., .,, ...,. .i. i .i,i,i i,, i,i,.,1e

cmllrluim of ,i,is meeting." he d aft
er some local allusions, "unless it be to
open the way for tho real speaker and
man of the hour the mau who has a

message for you Tom Lamed of Dead
Pine."

While the crowd applauded Larned
climbed to his place and begau to '

.,, ,, man, w mi u
forward thrust of the chin. Ills high
forehead was smooth aud pale, Its
calm Hues In vivid contrast with his
burning bino eyes. lie Ignored all of
Muuro's joking and thrust his way In-

to the middle of his contention.
I hear some men say we don't need

a mion ,leru lmt j tl,M you you do
You're going the way of all mining
camps. As soon ns the claims are ull
taken coiifolklntlous begin aud wages
will he cut. A big nulling camp mint
he run by union labor, the work has
got to be done by men bred to the
mlnei ,, tliey must uo organized. If

they're not, they'll work for nothing.
This camp Is about to decline"

"No! No!" shouted a dozen men.
The speaker held up li hand. "Walt
moment! I mean to say that this

of easy going tramps scratch- -

lug the surface looking for a mine will
beglu to melt away. It is already incit
ing nwuy. These men on horseback,
these grub stakers, these burro punch-
ers, will not dig gold for other men."
"You bet they won't!" sliouted a big

lunged fellow. "The real miners have
got to get underground and stay there!
You understand? Stay there! Aud
thev will want somebody on ton to
luoit nfter their InteresiS. They'll want
a union if you don't; but, I tell you,
you 8h0Vt term miners wlil want a
union befoiv February Is out,"

iu such wise he ui'g.ie.l, and even
uuiniueu me u u.u 01 uai ne

given up all hope of disco f'aig a lead
for themselves; men with families to

.feed and educate, who had fallen to,
contentment with a good wage and a
steady job. But In some of tho
speeches n note of bitterness toward
Valley Sprh.gs made Itself heard Sky- -

town hnd begun to hate the valley us
the home of those who lived on the la
bor of others, nnd some of those In the
valley, as Raymond well knew, ex-

pressed their contempt of those who
dwelt In the Sky by calling lliein "red
necks," in uliuslou to their tanned or
drink Inflamed faces. I'olltlcally the
two towns were nlready as wide apart
as the poles, and references to this .11- -

vision were numerous during the even- -

Ing. The county was divided against
Itself and hopelessly liahlttered, and
Bozle was to be free from the
valley.

Keily, weary of the wrangle, touched
Raymond on the nrm and turned to-- ;

ward the door. A bl' miner, delecting!
this moveii'CMt. shouted out, "Here's
Kelly taking u sneak!"

Instantly Kelly Has sclz-.'d- a couple
of brawny fellows lifted him to the her,
nnd so, towering over lliein ail, tho h.g
prospector t;.okoi'i his hat and, with
smiling composure, said: "Boys, I wish
ye well. I make no objection to the
plans, but why should I, an old burro
puncher, bother me head uhout a un- -

Ion? No one Is euttlu' my wages. No

0nc Is shorten!!! my hours of labor.
Besides" and here he broke Into a
broad smile "I'm an employer of labor
uiesolf."

"Down wld 'lin!" shouted Munro.
"To what extent?" asked another.
"To the whole of Ave men not count

n nipPif unsworoli Kiiy ffnh tt ro--

gulh giln. "And I'm a har-r-r- mus- -

ter.'
t nt. I..M.rt... fnur.m.ln.1 in lita

Jest.
"Down with the oppressor of labor!"

shouted Munro. "Oil with 's head:"
Kelly playrully stnick nt him with

his lint and then became serious.
"Now, boys, let me tell yon. I lion- -

estly don't think you need a union.
The landscape Is wide up here; there's
a chance for every man In the hills,
I believe In the big. free lnnd. When
any man tries to corner me. I take me
mule and Btrlke out Into Uie wild coun -

try. I nave no rear or uie mil mar
Mining company nor any other, and
you needn't. I do not oppose the un- -

inn Mirui wiiut- I'm nnvin' It'ii wfll- j
enough for Uiose who believe tn It
and nade It, but lave me out yf It.
The Kellyi will take care of them- -

selves."
LarIle,, wn, m ie hox hl.f Kely

bad time to get oown aim, leveling in

finger nt llm, crll out shanily:--J hat's all well and good for you.
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CHAPTER IX COXTI MJID
imt the nssayors. tlie men gfTearn-Ing- .

persisted and In their little mor--

tars brayed the ore ana In tiny porta-
ble furnaces smelted for many a stnr- -

... ,l.i,to Hntfmia nt cl,!,,!,,., '

metal. The gold was there, and at
last even the most skeptical believed

n.. .1.0 lfW In .... '

i ""
The trail was beaten smooth by
swarming feet. It became n stTre
road. A great railroad sent survy- -

ors tolling un eacu or tne (teop inn
winding canvous m me niiempt to
reach the mighty camp whose fama
wus beginning to shine' throughout
ice world. The beaut. .. g... hills
were blotched with c, ,. ,us o"

eartlu Talhs app.-:.:'-
. ..........g i.'j;u

burrow to burrow 1.1:0 r;:u. ..ys iu a

town of prairie uog ;.

The main street of Por.le lv-fee-
above the bea. let i., la:, I..

top of l'luo u.uui:i;:::i. a :.i : o.v
ruiiuius to I..,- - r .:i v.i; i:i.,i.v-eret- l,

and iiuother I:: a , ;:.
feet above sea 1, ;Ue lilslws

towu In all Amuiica, a;i.l lliis became
at once celebrated above all others
and was called K'.;ytowu.

Iu the end SUylowu doaiiuated the
whole camp and gave name to It. f,u-tl-

Grass Mountain, Tin Gulch, Iloi'f-ma-

all were subordinate In fame as
they were topographically, and the
press alluded to tha region us the n

mlnlug district.
Iu tho.se days the barroom of the

Mountain House iu Bozie was the cen-

tral stock exchange of the whole camp.
It swarmed of an evening with busi-
ness men from Denver, Kansas City,
Chicago, Salt Lake City, San Francis-
co aud New York. Every great news-

paper had Its representative there,
alert and indefatigable, seeking the
latest word of strikes and sales.

At the time wheu Raymond entered
It Skytowu was the busiest, most vital
and iu some ways the most pictur-
esque mining district In the world. It
was at Its height as a poor man's
camp. New territory was being open-
ed up each day. Each evening brought
stories of strikes scores of them.

The streets of Bozle were graceless
and grassless, but Valley Springs was
a bower of trees and growlug vlues.
The houses of the peak were tents, slab
shacks aud cabins of aspen poles, and
remained so, while splendid stone pal-

aces had already uppeared iu the val-

ley, and every comfort aud nearly, ev-

ery luxury of the east was obtainable,
almost common.

Skytown was tbo cupola --of Sky
camp. It surveyed the whole field
dominated ouly by the glittering cres
of Mogalyon, which rose nearly 4.0UC

feet higher into the thin and fleckiesi;
air. Bozle aud Hoffman and Indian
Creek aud Eureka nud a half dozeu
other villages lay below.

This was the town, the camp, toward
which Raymond bad been gazing in

longing and irresolution for two years
and to which he directed his steps as
soon ns he was able to walk witb
something of his old time vigor.

For a week he did nothing but stroll
slowly up uud dowu the streets of Bo-

zle, studying his surroundings, listen-

ing to all that was said uud asking
searching questions of every man who
seemed to know anything of mining
matters. Tho altitude at first troubled
him greatly, but he nte well nud slept
well, and day by day his strength and
native resolution expanded within him,
aud he began to definitely seek a place
Wlinim trt lilo In tnls n t 1iih.tr

One night as he sat toasting his shins
before the big fire In the hotel he be- -

.n, i .lionrt
physical proportions and easy, unstud- -

led grace of a middle aged miner who
stood with his back to the fire replying
to the rapid questions of a young re -

i . i,.ni,o,iiT
above bis notebook nnd pencil. The
prospector satisfied every requisite of a
mountaineer. Ills massive head, cov- -

ered with grizzled hair; hla handsome,
weather beaten, smiling fuce; bis worn
tfirttut ,1 -.- 11, liLa

rusty brown Jacket and his broad hnt
worn with careless yet unfailing grace,
made him easily tlie most picturesijuo
figure In the room, and when some one.
einnno-- i i .1.. ku nt
out, "Hello. Kelly!" Raymond realiw-d-,

with a pleasant warming of the heart,
tbnt hi ... i. i.i .. nnAk Xfnttn
tain Kelly, who knew the ranges of the
west as Intimately ns the lines on tbe
Palm of his hand.

Seeking opportunity, he touched tlio
nig man on the nhniiklor -- Are you"

aiattnew Kellv V
Kelly turned, bis keen gray eyes on

hi .. .t , Tm. .r,nif,iiunrr. l mil. Hir. nub
1 do for ye?' ,

II, ." . . . tne nearo vnirrn a from natureu
man, began Raymond.

Kelly slid his hand into his pocket,
"How much ls itr

Raymond nuehed. "Do I look like
that?"

"Tou look like a slrir. man." rei)llel
Kelly, seruUnlzing bim. "And a bu;0
RTy mnn

"I'm neltPr," Raymond smilingly re--

puca. "I've just eater Uie sup
Ujgr serve here, and I'm fairly com

joname, but I want to vour uo- -
till.. .. 7 . T3 ., ..iice nuout a business maTIer. njuha.ir. mil. ,, n,,,i mnfsl to

into Kiicin!. :t wou'J :".'J

"Take out a lease,1 answered Kelly
promptly.

"Do you know of a promising prop-
erty to lease?"

"I do."
'Will you show It to me?"
1 ''Raymond was amused hv lm n,t.n. .. ..'ot mesq replies. It was

plain that the prospector was sizin-- r

bim up. and favnrnblv.
Kelly Indicated a chair. "Sit down

man; ye look like a citizen with a
lung faded. Where are ve from?"

"I'm a rancher from the plains."
"And ye want to mine?"
"Yes."
"It's ninety-nin- e chances to one ye

lose y'r wad."
"I know it '

"Have ye wife?"
"T h;ivo no'

ooeiulin' on yc?"
"X.V';:io."
Kc'r" ,...;1vtHii mli t,,.cs ke!,n

K'.v.:i: fk'ii"ily. "Very well, then, I
con- lit to rob ye. I'm tha owner of
one mine Into which I've nut pae !a?t
dollar, but I know a dandy propo-jiclo-

which I'd like to rtirilay. I'll take ye
with !ne ove the hills when ye're a lit- -

tie bettor with me, cnJ
when ye'vo en the mine we'll talk the
terms of partnership. The bankers ah
taow me, and the faro dealers likewise,
the more shame to lue." A smiie of sin- -

pilar charm curved his handsome lips,
"But never mind that. Matt Kelly nev- -

er tuck advantage of any man, and
that.
agreed upon. ,m"B"?d.r,nt M
looks of ye that would sound like
blarney the truth bein' I'm seekin' a
partner, but In a day or tvto I'll lay me
scheme before ye."

Tutting aside business, they talked of
their personal affairs, Raymond guard-
edly, Kelly with entire freedom and
some humor. Kelly was married and
hnd two little boys, for whom he was
now living. "Since Nora came," be
said, with tenderness, "I drink no
more, but gambling Is In me blood. I

In 4 ' 4

;,,,,,.,, Moodtaipwi i thchu") It.

Play no more with cards or dice, but
with lodes and shafts. I'm always ta.;- -

ins on new chances. I load mcself up
with 'good things' till me back is broke
ana me nanus mi.

There was something winning In the
humorous glance or ... . b.

and Raymond sat with him long. His
vast experience, ms inooin. ...oe
nature, h,s physical priuc, un up "'"'
to the raucner wuu sucu ,.oc, ....i
left Inn) wuu a uisuuci CA"'

"Hero ls the man to help mo make my
1,1m'fnrttlllP. II nd I CHQ DQ gllKle TO U1IU,

be added, and no went io iop u,. t

night with grenrer coimueucc

future man ui unj nu, .. , ,
Burnett's ranch, no setiiis uiu, u.
in tim determination to win, and tnougu
be had put Aun quite out of bis plans
for tlie future, she remained an lnsplra- -

lnn n tirl fl hire.
Ula feeling of conlldence in Keny

was deepened by nis rwc " u- -
next day.

Turning from tbe gulch roau, n.euy

ii tlie way up uie iu- -- - - hl.lnl (self
tain, along a uin ""like a PUI1eupon a grassy slope
t .n.n Tlie air was keen, tlie
iini u iuu"- - -
Bky a Heckles blue bcmlspberc. Iiaj

with the Joy oillmond's blood leaped .
his feet were setthatand with a sense

at last on the road to mrra- u-

All about him the miners were enmo- -

Ing. encb ms simjckii - "
lue (, ass m

tin bucket which spuled
the morning sun. Circnt

wIUi ore rolled cren k '"B"''
ward course, while others nf tnelriwmL

9,ilod high with lumber and , alu. ry.

rr'ngtrenching In gv -
into the hillsides, .. ,
. i ...e! l n-- ll- 1 V.II"-'- - i" " i.
Irlcd out re.'Ui..l.n...v r.s c

ore t'':t-'- ' r ';!e- - ..".'.' J.'.
'

Lie Ictl the hunt: doini tie hill.

the horse, and together they set out up
tho trail. At llrst tho lad exulted and
cried out like a blue jay, but lita
brctithlut: grew luburod us they rono.
and nt last Raymond turned. "Nov,
see here, Louis, this air ls pretty thl
till a fellow gets used to It; you'd Oct- -

ter niotut. You'll enjoy Uio scenery
better."

with a feeling that ho was taieemnu- -

i,ig to an uuniiinly weakness, IiuiB
clambered to the horse's back and

orehed among his possessions, wiilto
Uavinond. stridlnir ahead, led the way
up llm p till tile whole world seemed
coming Into view. "Oh, this Is linol
ju,,iter, this Is tho place for met"

lla wag unfolgnedly Uellgliled with
everything with the new shacks, with

Blab tbles and the plank chairs

Lo drew a hissing breath of iidiulru- -

tlim OVer Ulc mlm iiKlll f old Mat--

UlLv "tiw but you're u won- -

J(,r! l pM1Jj llo

Ke.. pU!U!uil and a llttlo cin- -
bnrr issed by this ouLspokeu aduilra- -

tlou 'and regarded Louis wl.h delinilo
uiafnvor till he presented bim with a

,,, dl.wg or ulu ,i.U playlug on
lll)ol.atep, ud then he said: "Tho

L(11.(1 M Uus umilo pi)Wor u-
-

p(,oplo
Ul.lt (he Kt,yi) ll.lv0 110t ,.,,; Tll8

, ,, .,,, N(1... .,,. ....
der? pllt tll(! wh()e UllllB tlw,Uler
In Ave inluiites." Theieafter ho uo- -

copied tilt? boy for tho cuiinin Uiut. lay
In IiIh lliiKur-4- .

Itiiymoiul wrote (lint nl'tt to Ann n

formally aa tli riot lu lila bt uiu would
Icrmlt:

I ptanneil to tnko mynolf out of ymir
llto its cumplpMy its If I wrru ilv:ul. but
I.onln would not Unvii it k. When I
met him on tho hill to'.y nxui tut toM ma
how 1':ik ho IkmI l)'Mi from hiirno, I

to tuiHtlo hltn bark to Ilia
Bpriiib. but he oked to stuy u ur or
two. uml ho in. Will you tnit hint
with mi-- JI will tire of It hn by uud
by mid ko bur It to you of his own t

Just now ho It) mud ovlt thu li lo uml tli
urum rj'. Ah fr mywlf, I inn a new maru
Willi nt'v ai'intllons. TUfy itiiiy w.
na m very IiIkH to you, for am utrivtnrt
now to uimiiiIio gold, but that In only a
tin. an h to no ond, Tlnrc ia clao
In tin world fur mo to do. 1 Omi t know
what It In to Ik iHTlinp.i my r.iirn "f thfs

l.nu lu n r.rirt nf tt Af HIIV

fat he lJI here nd not to be ditv.-- awny

.,.,,,,! t;, t, wru,,r unaccoiiutubly.
Allll , ( i ihe thought of I. ai.s In a uilu- -

IJllf Clnip tr()lll),,u ,K.r. ..j. tmiiut to g.i
. . .. i.i in uway," slio Bald Vt

".'o, no! You remain here, una 1

will go over and see the little scamp
and bring I1I111 back If possible'."

Hie next morning Raymond put Into
action u measure he had formulated
(hiring the night, lie called lyiuia to
him, and together they ascended the
"Lookout," us Kelly called the leiige
back of blB cabin, "fi-- hero, lad, I'vo
brought you up here to ask you a firm

w. Id he.
I ollW ,r.v( 1 himself. "I'lre awny!"

As I understand It, you nnd Ann
nre alone lu the world I mean you aro
closer to each other than t i any 0110...... ..... ...i , ........
cine sue s your i unno.

, n f my
a , in,, y mllMt p,
j., , hu k ,.( ., ,, .,. nnil

n .k 1(f ...,,, , ,,,.,. iml.t. if
.1)1,l,tBi rn lmlU(. ,,illce fu.

..:)(, w01.t c.olls(.llt. I, ,, ,, t mil
away again, and I'd d j it:" be aiMd
defiantly.

Raymond, nfter n pause, sl.iwly m- -

,ilm,.j; "Nmv, I want 1 make a cotn- -

pact with you. If you'll go down und
e(J Jcri j wj wrlt(. a ,,tt(,r ,i(,.rccditiir,

for yoa nll,i asking li.--r to let you rn- -

turn."

Hhout of Joy, btlt bo fairly Htanjiered without Knut risk lo hltn und & ptitu
with weukmws.

' to mif. &, tWn ou objin t, I uluill
ilft la ruuiiti, lmt tift ro'.itiim

Itaymond slid from bis horse und put Z)g toharmi will e that no ciauw
bis urm about the reeling lad. "When him.
did you come to camp I" Tllt,,.e .UM uu,ug more personal in

Louis leaned against his big friend.1,,.. , i..,, .,,,, i,.,,

As their help's met thr hearts
warmed to each other. Kelly removed
bls hat and was almost Folemn ns he
said slowly: "This mnke3 us both,
Now lot's go eat."

The Kelly home was as suited to Its
surroundings as a Swiss chalet, lt
had the dirt roof, tho widely project- -

ing eaves nnd the southern porch of a
mountain cabin, and Its latclistring
and battened door were In keeping;
ouly the windows, with their machine
made frames, were out of key. There
were two suiau neuroou.s, u m iug
room, which served also for dining
room, and a tiny kitchen, and yet it
produced on Raymond's mind the
most charming effect ot unhesitating
hospitality and homeliness. This was
due as much to the charm of M rs. Kel- -

ly's manner as to the deep voiced, cor- -

dial Invitation of the host himself,
There was no lock ou their door uud
uo bar to their warm hearts.

But Raymond saw what Man's lov-

ing eyes could not discern Nora w.-- .s

overworked and losing heart. In spite
of her ready smile and cor .Hal second- -

Ing of her husband's Invitation, "Ye
must make your boiao whh us," she
was uot strong enough to take on this
extra care, and he resolved to stny In

Buzk tm ue could build u caHtu for
himself. ' '

CHArTLI! X.
In tlie afternoon, nfter they

talked long nt the mouth ofLATE
mine, Kelly nud lhiyuiond
the house uud walked out

fl, 0ie r(iKe toward Skytown,
wUkll wn8 )Uilt where the ground rose
(mm fl lnc eM )llltouu t0 tt roclfy ,

'

poiut overlooking the valley to tlie
nyJl n ,la(1 but oue business strwt,

,,l(,j i umm titiul lnmlui
M c suoJ(y aritpeture of a pruirie '

towu ose tlamlug bnttlemeuts pre- -

tend to a dignity which they do uot
fulfill.

' The chief business of the street was

gambling. Next In order stood rum- - j

selling, with assaying a close third,
The street'was swarming, as usual, trot ;

tbe talk waa directed for the moment
invention of mluers

ha(i been called to meet In Uie Golden
Horn mlooDt nnd SPvern wu0 knew

iti m,t "lin o. Matt: were
,..! m innke tou nresldeut of Uie

unloo,"
.. ... .11 ,t.i- - nnM m

Kelly .JSilira as 11 nu nviu u

,ntro(.n(vd h) frl(.m,'
i,.,..w iuiymond shook bands with ,

bmnl we knoWg t10t
f fae were ,0 remain i the camp It ;

oq Memiy turm,
..u n rollowlne Uie lend of oUkts. '

W) reilged Into a tlirong
. , . fiM ih0 ,rpmt ,,,100,, r Uic

,tr't, n lmg gambling establishment

mM ,P c;,lcl.-i- i Horn, of which Mar-
celebrated gambler. wa

K-r.

r Qiaio since Uie op' ii.ng
of the ;ol.li s n.uii!jiiu
V.'iS SU.-- j: li il in, t!ie niai-ho- s of

n- -i n,ia 'Iii close cllrpeJ liUijr

"Oh, I ve heiui Here a weeK. 1 Knew
you were here somewhere, but I

i couldn't get track of you. Don was
' OVtT llLTL' VPS t(Tll H Y. 1)11 1 I dlxlUl'l! llilll.

aud he went back. I didn't sign my
own name on the register." no grin- -

,
ueu siyiy. nee my koois. Areu i un y

ngui:
itaymond looked dowu at the boy's

small legs clothed with miner's laced
'

boots. "You believe In dressing tlie
purt, don't you? You are a kldlct."
lie laughed ut the boy's chapfalleu
look, for Louis detested being called a
boy, and added: "Well, what uqw?
Docs your sister know where you arc?

.iu.
Raymond's whole expression changed

"Climb that horse," he said stonily.
"You're iroinir hack to town, and .vou'ro- -

going to send her u telegram at once.
As he led Uie horse down the hill.

Ibiymoiid coniprehendel som.'Uiliig of
uio anxieiy tue runaway nan urougni
to Ann and that ho Indirectly was the
can oi u, uin. in uie uoor oi uie ui-

ice ue saiu more g ij : ,w, joim- -

ker, hop off. Y'ou're g . Ing to send word
to the folks Uiat you're with mo und
safe." q

'You're not going to drive me

away?"
Raymond loo!- -j! at him tn "llenco.

"No I'm going Vi put you to w-'-- "

The boy':i face threw of Hi !,"''"- -.

Matt Kelly, a skilled a
mau wlth'a paying mint' already, but
bow a'lout the-- men who have no
skill In nnillng gold, who nre working
for money to start themselves a home?
How about thine who nre hoping to

bring U.cir fomPles her'.' mil cr,:!:
ami i V"-,- t" t'- -e ? The- - e- -e -- i

3oai of all outr.oois, iLtj haven't' "

Q .

t'ontiuticd Xcxt Hnturday
;'-- U . :u-.- r na rs;.

, GJveiEe a :n.n V.o wrotoj
(toi " v fare, ttoi-ac- t m? 1 t 'f "' V,

O

o


