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CHAPTER IX COXTIMUID
mie e aedayers, the men o firn.
ing. papstited fand In thelr e mior
tars brayed the orfe and In tloy portn.
bl furaves smalted for many o star-
dy niluer; minte bhuttony of shining
metnl,  The goll wag there. am! at
Iast even the most skentionl bell

Thep the Inflow began in edrs
The tradl was  beatpn  smooth by
pwnrming  feet. 1t beoame n staee
eond. A grent rallroad sent surser.
ors tolling vn each of the Msop ned
whidine eanvons In the olternpt o
pench the mighty comp whese fame
wis begluning to  shifne throvgliout

we world.  The bwavt . & ]
wire Dlotelied with . e ol el
enrth, Polhis fgiphe. s YR

Purrow too laupow LRe min
towtt of prairie dogs,
The palny street of #o
foet nliove L8 Be 0 . Al
top of Plue npsn
rouniig Falamk o

i ¢ g g
Lid Shabatlade 3

LOND i 1 POl T

dbove all otiitis

vl
uid was enljed Tove L,

It the ¢ud 8 oy dontinngesd
wliolo wiunp and gave nae ik
ple; Grass Mountain, Pl Guicl, :
(17! wll wero pubordiuate 1
they wore topogranbledlly, and the
press alluded to the reglou as the bhy-
town minng district,

In thou duys the Lurroom of the
Mountnin House' lu Bozie was the cene
tril stock excliange of Lae whole catup,
It swdrmed of an evening wiili busl
piss men oot Denv Katsus Cley,
Chilengo, Salt Like City, Ban Ieanel
co Al New York, BEvery great news-
puper bud  Its  representilive  there,
wlert und| fodetatigable, seeking the
latest wond of strikes nod sales.

At the titne when Haymoud entersd
it Sicytown wid the busiest, wost vitkl
and I some wiayd the most pletur-
esnue minlug disteict lu the workl, It
wis nt At Nelghit o @ poor an's
ooy, New terrilory wad Lkt ogien-
od vp eacl dhy.  BEuch eveulng broglt
stories of strikes—scoros of thoem.

The strects of Borle were graceless
and grosdless, but Valley Springs was
0 bower of trees and growing vines
The houses of the penk were tents, sinb
wbucks nmd cabing of aspen poies, and
remilned w0, while splendid stone pal-
nees Lol aiready appearsd loothe val
lex, wnd every comfort and nearly. oy
ery luxury of the east wis obtainabile
nlmest cominon,

Bkytown wus the cupola sof 8Sky
comp. It surveyoed the whole feid
domiunted only Ly the glittering cres
of Mogalyon, which rose neatrly 4000
fect Bigher dnto tho thin dnd decklpgs
alf. Bozle and Hofman amd 1odlin
Creel and Hupeka amd o half doses
other villines Loy below,

This wus the town, the catup, toward
whieh Raymond had Ueen guxing In
longlug and lrvesolutlon for two yes
and 1o which e directed bis steps ns
soon s he was sble to walk with
something of his old time vigor,

For n weak e dld nothing ot stroll
glowly ap o anid Qown e steets of Bos
zle, studying his surronmll 1§
tog to pll that wos sald
selfelilng questions of «
Bt (o0 Know atything of o %
mutters. The aititnde nt fdrst troubled
bim grontly, but e ate well aod
well, md duy by day his strengt
repolutlon espanded within b,
o bogan to defiitely sevlk o plice
T 1o tes Jels Basds at ld
One nighs as he sat wastl
fore the blg fée 1n the
He I
Ten] e
Ik geraee of womiddle geed min
stood with his back to the five
fo the rmpid guestions of o 3 -
porter whose head was bent abaorballs
nhove lits pojehook and peoctl.  The
prospactor satisflisd evers requlsite of o
maotntaineer, Iiis moeslve Lead; r
orEl el gerlseled litde hig biands
yonther Lsaten, smillig face; his
lnonl boots, spattersd with mud; s
sty brown Jucket nnd bis breoad hat,
worn with eareless yet unfatling grace,
mnde Him ensily the most pleturesqun
figitre In the room, anid when sore one
clapped him on the biack and enlied
out, “Hello, Kelly!™ Raymond realimsl,
With a plensint warming of the heart,
thiut le was lnaking djpon Rosky Moun-
tnin Kolty, who knew the ranges of the
wost ag Intlmately ns the lnes on the
alm of his linnd,

Beeking opportunity, he touched the
blg man on the shoukler. *Are you
Matthow Kelly 9

Kelly tumed his keen gray eyes o
his questioner, 1 am, sir. What cun
144 for yor"

“I've héard you're a good natured
man" hegnn Haymond.

Kelly alld his hand foto his pocket.
"How mueh s (47"

Raymond ®lnnghad.  *Do 1 ook 1k
that
.“Y‘Hl look like a Eick man,”
Kelly, sorutinfelng Wm. *And o
T wian.”

"y

1"m m-lfgr'” Raymeond xmill
plied.  “I'vo Just enten th
Usy' serve here, and T'mo fu
ortable, but I want to @'; yo
Iee about n husiness mytor

!'_I-f@ lttle mower an watitisl 10
Ir

¢ loto miieg @t wonl
i } ‘
=

e, AT iy

“Take ont n lense,”

“Do sou know of a promlu

Wl whs amiss! by e erlsp

pluin that the proy
Blm wp and favomll

MAnd ye wint to milued"

nore shinmne 1o e
gular charm curyved
“But merer wind that.
ar tuek advint

il flod e nelghl
Il nor say 1 Hke ot

blirney—the triath beln® 'm s
| partnee, buat In o day o tw'o 1"l lay e

Ing aside busine=s; they thlked of
thelr personnl affeies, oy
Leily, Kelly with entlve
¥ awus martled and
Lind two Hitle boys, for whon

maore, but gaombling Is I ome hloodd,

u.mt Ravmatid sat with 1

rancher with such power il

wilere 18 the wais o belp we m
tortune, and T can be guide to him™
he ndidel, aml e went to slep thit

future than ut sny tlme since taking
He set bis teeth hand
1o the dotermination to wing and thotgh
he had put Ann quite out of lils plans
tor the futnre, she pemalied an inspiea-

His foellng of confidence in
was deepened by his ride with lLilm

Turning from the guleh pond, Kaolly
1 the way op the shle of I

tain, aiong a tmil which teenldesd IS

Tho ale was Reet, the

v that his feel were set

man bnd elther struck ore or bopRd v
Ao 50 at any moment,

Here wy there on the slope a tall
and shapeloss’ shaft house rose, with
heaps of orange and Line gray refuise
rck close heside 1. The wilde camp
wits #s yet disorganized, formless and
debatable, Not one o s bondred of the
mimes wits o payiug property: wll the
others Wore miere ProEpects,

Az they left Banly aml twroed to
climb  Ploe ufduntain the dwellltis
thilckensl, They were pearly sll Pt
of the sminoth, stralghl trinks of e
aspet, byt pisheer the nlt were of
il n rew of thety ste i pletur.
s nookd Al the rocks.  Townpd
fe of these, more homellke than the
directed his horse, nnd
ml the door n o o of lnnty

«I bors of six or seven
g caie boundiiig ont o

Ir was unespst
| aml very pre with n
at po wind eonhd tay, amd ber g
wistful, pathetle eyeés appealod to ¥
mond with Instunt power, Ehe greoted
him
the horses to the corenl, he onterst ot

SR L

her Invitntlon. Her volee was ps
chine s her pole face and r of
i gold, and the young fllow
1» upon ier o surprise,

vl slet” M,

Hally =il
“I'ay ot very well, bat Pi golag to
tear ‘uf the sinl Jusl the wame. Your

X n fowr

e and

wnkin' Wi pllp. Can
It soy 11 sbyoee

far from belng n

THix 'ty tetn waliied pound the Httle
grove of Ors o the west ol enme up
an woime wan busy with o very small

upright ohgioe holdting ore froun &
shinf

hat 3 O

sall Wells, “13 whots e tap

he Mlver of Ie! This ix iy own |

malne, but the wau 1 adyise ye to take
Is thint just beyond, ['lave gn’ ofer
for me awn prospoct, hut |1 all not
tike It. IT yo Hee we'll
lesge the Tast Dollar together and
waork It to the it for i soxlstied
Its voin Is.the sume ns e owny, wihid
will keep: but if 1 strike i m
who owns the Last Dollne, il o
hls price to the mdon, Our luy ds to
Boned mnd lease bis e move iy s
liinery over to hls ohl elinfy and: work
LEe wad to open up ore to buy In the
peoporty. Yo see, no one hits touched
pety ore In this guarter, and Cursin (s
to #uil. He offers it ot $15.000,
I bellewe we cun open o veln that'll
pay fer 1t in Jess than gix months.
Wil e go oo with mei"

1owiint

Aa their hends met thew heorts
wirimned 1o eaeh Iy removel
his bt nod wwas nlimost ¢ ST 1T
wull slowly: “TUlS mtkes us botl,
Now li's go eat,”

The Kellg b
surrouudings 18 o vide ehaler. It
had the dlet foof, the widely: projects
Ing eaves wald (he sogihorn porell of o
monitnin eatido,
nnd binttonesd  doo
only the window
e fenmmes; wi
were two suinll bedsootns, o lUviug
root, which served also for e
rogitly, aned no ting RIUGlen, and yet it
ot on Daymond's  mind e
mokt  clinrmling bt of unliedlbnting
hospitallty wmd homellness, This ity
el o tlie clinria of Alre, IKel.
3 s o the doep voieod, oor
dind fuvitation of the Tibnelf,
Hhere-wus no o dpor aad
o, bar o thelr v

14 09 sulted to [t

(R

ot of keg, Tlre

s lov-
Nomh Wos

v g eplire

ake 3
el siPbIE edough to tukeon thls

Wil Ao wgny n
il 8 valflu for

vare, and by
Dokl £l b oo
Litosael L

CHAPTER X

ATE In the afternogn, after thoy
Bad tolked foug ot the mouth of

the mi Eelly aud Daymatil

left the liouse diid wallkesd ont

alotg the rldge Skytown,
which was hullt rrotad rose
from n plie o

L 0 rooky

It had but oue Basiiess see
which repeatsd o unprinied dom
#ll the shoddy architecture of a prpdcie
town, whose fluming battletients pre:
wod to a dignity which they do not
fulfilL

Tho chlef businesa of the street was
gnmbling, Next in onder stoid rume-
selling, with assaying s closc third,
The strect’ wis swarming, ns usuil, bot
the talle wis directed for the moment
to ot tople, A conventlon of mibers
haid been eéalled to meot in the Goldem
Horn agloon, nnd wevernl who knew
HKelly ealled out, “Hello, Matt; we're
goltig to make you president of the
unlon™

Rally
joke nnd introdnesd bl friend amd
partoer,  Raymaond shook bands with
ach man benrtily, well khowlug that
£ L were 10 remmaly In the enmp it

U:'ul-.M Lt oo felendly terms

Ially, aml, whlle Kelly took '

(O [c]do)

alr, & wan who 1o Like & CaudBo )
priest, mountad & box ot one end of
the roo wnd called the house to order,
“Yon kpow the purposes of thls meet
tng” be sald,  “Nogy who wil you
inan ¥
Kelly " eried & dozén ten,
shotites] thosa farther op

the ball

“Afove] and secondisl that Munro be
chalrman't siid the smooth (need man,
wAll who favor say "Aye””  Ashoutof

wany minglel voleos answeral g

P Nottt dmly on obiyd tuadthords
iy rol Toestunne Is elecial
Juek, got wp hurel”

A' I:'.i v v

abiove the L
e u sl
‘N
Itk
fady (| He
ud begon
)RR HTL) §
1 ha was
nudlence and

ob good tertis wlth bk
guite curtisly of hlinseif
ST doti't koow why 1 st
chalrmnn of this ;
o wotne Toond plins e Ly
apeg the way for the real su hnd
min of the hour—the wan who ol o
ge for you—Tom Lurned of Denit

Il b made
nle-

s, Cunloss

me

Pl

Wik the erowd applavdsd Lornsl

climlysl to his place and
k. Mo was a short u

il thrust of the

HIO et Eay el dun't negd
but T wll youw you d
the: way of all miu

) oy all
oA atations beg I wages
b= ottt A Dl wliing ety uneit
Lie ruin by aoken ll e wark has
got to e dibe by men bre
mioe, dand ey must e ol

woon' st

they've not, thoptll work for nothing
{i Is pbiout to des -
P oliontesd e o
T spoaiier hold upoa bade HWalk
A momentt I omonn 1o say
Ewarm of eosy golbg trniups |
{tiz tho sorfaoe loolig ol o mlne will
begl 1o imelt awny, 1t 1 niredils wielt-
g wuy. These med an horacbiek,
wicse grub stakers, these hores punchs
s, WHI ot Al golil for othier oen!

You bet they won't?” shouted n big
lunged follow.] "The resl miners Lhovi
pol 1o get undergranud o pothere!
You podersmold?  Stay  the And
they sl want samebody on tp to
look arfter thelk reresas, They'll want
aoualon I you do bt 1 tell you,
you short term' miners wihil want o
unlon Lierome Pebimpary B8 oun”

Th sl wise e adguesl, il even
Relly admioed the vt of what he
gull,  Others® spoke, grizalnd otd fel-
lows from other Glatele H who lsul
given i atll Bojwe of Glscs ™ e g dead
for thomselvos; ooy with Gomliles to
fordd ond odueate, who Lad fallen to
contenttnent with 4 good witge dud o
stenily Job,  But In sonie’ of the
spocchios o note of hitteriess (oW
Valloy Sprimgs mode (el heanl. Sie
town hind begun o litte the valley o
e D of those who Heed on the 1
No of otliees, mod o of thse e
villey, s layamiotad Cwell koew, oss
prused ) ey npit of (loske
Awele In e BRy by o
necks," 1o allasion o th
deinde finmed foces, B
fwa Low s were ¥ an while npart
ns the poles, nnd o o thils qbl-
TRl were mimedouns g tho evens
Ing. Wi dounty was divTdsl ganlnt
fteall Al NWopeleaals ' t
Boglo wiks Siijeg 1o/ e Free fram’ thiv
valley,

of the wrinngle, ton
UM LR LT ALY
A e il

stigisteel  onil, “Homnes

I3 el B eonpls
aof Ly ) W 1 Idoy to K e

nnl CVY LR 0 PR AT TR
pri ! bk bt g, with
windliog ooy ]

ye walll 1 make no
plang, bt why shonhl 1,
{11} . bitlive L
lon?  Npone i cotiin® uy No
ope B oshorenln' Guy houts o labor,
Bumidew"—and  bere he Lrake nto a
brood smile—="1"m an employer of lnbor
LT

“Paorn wid “tat”™ shotited Munro
P owhint extent ¥ aulied sunther,
Yo e wi if B meh=not cotnt-

In* me il Bolly I
Eulhly oy A 'm0 Baer-td mine
tor,'"

A roar of lnoghter responded to his
Jest,

“own with the oppressor of labor!™
shouted Munro, “OMF with ‘& hesd ™

Kolly playfully stroek ot hlm with
his bnt and then  beenme  serfons,
“Now, Loy, let me tell yon, 1 hon.
estly don't think you nesl n union
The loudsenpe b wide up lere; there's
o chinee for évery maa In the hills,
1 helleve lu the blg, free fond. When
any man tries to corner me, [ take me
mule and strike out Into the wild conn-
try. 1 have no fenr of the R Star
Mining jpany nor any otlier, am)
you nesdn't. © do not oppose the nn-
fon. Mind what 't snyi It's well
enpugh for those who | wie In it
and dade 1, but Wee me out of 1L
The Kellys will take oure of thems
welyos

Laroed was om the box hefore Kelly
tiad thne to get down and, leveling his
fluger at ‘..:m oried oitt shinmiy:

TN I well and g [ar you,
Mt Rilled  pros g
i with £l

onFing m

bow & Lot O e who [ L
st} In find galld, who are

fors Wt rt thommea]ron )
flow nlwitt thews wih are boplog

M, 4
nd uf sl ootaogrs, Ltey haven's

oven the mule nud the grub s
They are holed up five hundred or a
thousand foet undergrominl, working |
for a comppy. and this Seghipany. 1
tell you, bas no regard for its boands:
Thelr lotervsts are ot
You mny barsey sl you
but the miners msast logk oot for th

As be handed it over he sail gusly,

hires lnwiers sud agints (o Jook 4

true,” replled Kelly

to- throw up me ot whew

A, amid the la 1ot thial fallome?

Kelly leapsd dowo ood wade for the

When Ravmond avertook bim s
he was in mik with o lestn you
low with largye, Lt
the tone of un old sod Diteerly disap-

Relly introdueal blo
hunds with Me.
of thie Valley Springs Nos

ady “You've met ap with oo gpood

aren’t namy ke hio In this town,'
Iy g nfter okl I come o Ray-
(TR VRS ST TS FHTT B PPOLH

L o pietier swlith. o' ol

Thiey sy Le slwnys gltven
‘el w square Jdeal

dxw dgad The B oy

M1k s Unever heard to the cone the horse, ond togethier they sl att up
A st the lagd exaited and
“Loirnidd wos tlght aboat the anlon,” erlxl
SThe' blg owners T beepthing grow nbiored oty o,
this Speinges nre seding enat for thelr and) ot Tnst Haymoml tuepesl,
0 wee bere, Louls, this ol is pretey thin
for il o fellow gets tsed fo it you'd bete
You'll enjoy the Seenecy

s ey know tharmen
and me wil) not do their desp w
them, He's right, too, 0 say g s tor mowat.
cowbnys sl farny Dands Crom e better.”

stiitoy wan't make milpers. With a feellng that hé wias sutcombs
We'll fng to nn unmanly  weikoes, Lok
flud outwélvis LerL short soue WHornibge oy bwred
1f weldepend on these §
kit the trail at ten winntes' wotive”

B wmiang Lils posiediions, whitle
1" A . b Waxmond, stehiing abedd, sl the way

“Bure thlng wald Relly. “This got. up ahd up U e wholt world secmed
tin® under the crust o the entth abd

liyin! there s unholy Uudlness—<nol 168 Jyejrer, this s tho plaee for mel™

Hirv wos unfolgnedly dellghiod with
10 be doue by the Booslinud nmd the evorsthing—with thi new slideks, with
the siab tables and the plink ehales
Lin sllenes the twa men Jooked dbrond g withi the (ot and smoking dine
over the villeg tovwared thie Ao Hue of 0 goe wiiiol M, Lelly  provided—but
penks fadbily v by dhe g sHver je qpew o Nlkslng breath of adinlee
ot over the geaull Agore
A wentencn from Rlchter cami futo )0 Rullg, G, it youloe o wan-
onee of dor! 1 omsde yon™

Kolly was puzsled ond o litthe cme

toming uto view.

Raywomd's uind, e tie pr
Beauty, bedsath the stups, pen think
of Tovey* gk s leart seled WIS ygpengged by thin outspolion adudng
ton ol regnsded Ly
g dinfavor, U he presonted Bl witts o
tenpt to put hiwself away from hor fenell deuwling of We lads 1ligiog o
prewinee, Aun hadcome to dombnnto i qagistep, il then e iki; it
Lo Gk liws it i powver 0 foople
Uaded thie Ieliys Bave ol o
Now, Ibu't ahng o wons
it the swhole Cilog Toggethue

s nsiog howes,. At thoughit of bier

reachifg foarth a poworful hiaod, graps
Pl the sle w0 were tie troat of dob® T16

sald, "I will win"
Wb wisd )L T power to alil b, “So
Libovn aed poad nad
I ditigrmes sl i only. conalde: e

& MR AT B
Iie aekuuwisigon ceptad the boy. for the o

Itaymond wrote that nl

formaily ws e tiot t e bedio wostd
|

mvasure of valoe,
Wase Best e 1o 1 ghanned 1o ke myself out off your

Hew e complitely an 1E L wers

o oand the higlivr

el B on thy Wit ot
L Todue he hnd besn from
Ui |

. g
N Ao stcond moriing BELer WIS goring

q s (1P v
pidlg oyen L eo e To V00 6 Ie T
stitnll Dguge talling towned L
MG e i Lavids,”
sitdil, Pl gyt tlore’n ool

bie's ooy enukd
wen e boy, Hiting s thed Bhead,
vttt 40k Ko 15 i A
wand i plder B I"“' Pl W tered B he e Hers and BOE 10 b dHven meay
o bt b falely stggered  without great risk G flm sl &

Bayuind sl (o hils Dorse augd |

tist no harm comss 1o
Nis frin naotit Kk F

There was nothing miore persunnl o
e detter thoan thils, bt Auin's beart
t e wrlter unscesnntabity,

-l.ll"_] ngidnst s Lig Criond

conldnt get truck of Yo
ovier hero §estorday, but 1T dodiged hing
aud N went back,
o s o Al egiiter VELe gt

@ g tronliled Ler,

T odiin't wign oy

il wee tho Hitle seacop
bl tneke 1f prosadljoe.

i worning aymond put inte
n menvtre e had
durtug the uight

yidond looked down ot e boy's

sl logs clothied  with minors laeesd He valled Lotls to

1 togetligr they asces
Shaokolt,'” s Kelly ealled e bvige
Hack of his enlin

gt $ou up beew fo axk you o fow

part, don't you?
e Joughed ot the
look, for Louls detested helug callod o

hoy's chapfnilen

Duts your slster kuow whiere Younee®™ T il witgunie.

U “An [T A R
Haymond's whole expreasion chnnged, b

bopse,” he sild  stermly,
“You're goltg biek to town, and you're
goltge to wend hoer o telegram nl once.”

An he ted the horse down
Roymwond comprelivnded sometlilog of
the anxlety the ranaway had brought
to Ant nod that he indlroctly wis the
cande of 1t but Bt the doar of e of
ales D sald more gently

ey, bop off.  You're jgolisg tosor
t the folls that ¥

pidll, afler n otk

1 nt him In wlletee

Cuat Il.,l.l‘:il Next ”;Ii'ih!n!



