A Mystery
0f Two
Continents

By
BURTON E.
STEVENSON
Copyright, 1903, by

Benry Holt and
Compuny

Junderstand, or-
d." he objectal.
P

me as a it
occasion de
bably fall, jus

remnriod, It i«

Inined. “Onlx.
mand more or
8 Fet o del-
he poltee”

Bvoted mysels
the luigsss,
Bnies voery (-
Amerian e
B raddly il
li=s i
ranning Saul
Mng whole sy,

il thint s the vers
i the Freny,”

IFQ governed by
eheloue do

it hlinsaeif
of the free'—
B Aleense, st
DUS of lrony.
Yery fortunote
nequaintines
hils business
to devawe to
B should bave
together, nnd
with consld.
He wus Interest.
alning, with thin
humor which
ed and which
ting chinracter-
then--shall 1
100,  Fome
ery  bachelor
a companion.
- - -
otirteenth day
Just opened the

ed [n with a

wson and that
lnday’s butler.”

lien hie controlled
2 into It agnln.

mt not for all

Py gnsplog for
Llboring  under

Cdemanded  Mr,
ouble now "

I erled the ath-
s been made
feft town fist
Holile, where wa
Ler, nnd nobody
nee, sir"

'ER X.

nepidl the onrms
p convulsively, nud
fo n moment
mnder the shock.
towird me,
hie sakl hoarse-
ce before, nnd 1
touches nie g0
Ink consecutively.
you?"
enl In his face
‘sudden weakness—
no reslsting, even
deeply Interest-

from the
aseeing bow over

gh,
d,” he sald. “"Get
pson. will you?"

“in Mr, Holladay's
any yedrs, baven't
gon?’ 1 nsked to glve
o compose limselr.

By youars, sir—near-

g before, Just he
1 Alr, Hallnday bonglit
house hie lired in ever
_employed then. sir.
and his wife were
Bther, weren't they?™ 1

telr, uwutll hor death
it made for each othiver,
je old saylng gathersd
MR Lo uttersd It

ant to consider. This,

et o P e e 3

|

Idn't succeed,’ :

end thint men of |
! there was nothing to war thelr happl-
t belp It s |

ar pollee tha |
WEDUpErs, 0f )
Tt ls n fm:lli

ore who want# | Their parents, of conrse, bhave beon
B he sall. Mo | gond for yoars”

from hisehnlr | Frouces had sowe school friends, bue

't

id, and sat wlth; I ndded, “tol) e, nd fully a8 you cam,
haggard In ‘!1“i what lLns happened within the Iast
engerness. Not | ihios weoks”

1 natieod Ilm'ﬁ'I
il Hirn and Worn | por father's death she sectnoed qnite
course might distructed for awhlle—wanderad about
| the Louse, sut In the lbrary of even

P 1 ate
A moment nndl 087, 442
‘about sixty en- '

| and he wold me that Miss Fronces ang

| duestionml,

pecr ¥ ol thing wore."”
sut down hy

Wk

certninly, seemed to diserwdit the tleoo.
ry thint Holladay had ever had o Jlalson
with any other womnn, and yet what
othier theory was tennble?

“There was nothing to mar their hap-
piness that you know of? Of course,”
1 added, “you understand, Thompaon,
thint I'm not asking these guestions
from Idle curlosity, but to get to the
bottom of this mystery If possible'

*1 understamd, sir,” be nodded. "No,

ness—except one thing*

“And what was that?

“Why, they hnd no children, sir, for
fifteen years umd more. After Miss
Franves came, of course that was all
changsd."™

“She was born abroad ?"

“Yes, sirj In France. I don't just
know the town'

“But you know the date of her
birth "

WL, ses, sir—the 10th of June, 1870,
We nlwiys celebraved e

“AMr. Holladay wius with his wife at
the thine ¥

“Yes, elt, He amd His wire Had béen

—

at wme dark eyes; the earnest mouth.
Then he handed it back to me

“No," be anawered, “not if It will
really help. We must use every means
we can, Only"—

“1 won't use It unless 1 absolntely
have to,” 1 nssurcd him. “And when
I'm done with It I'll destroy 1.

“Very well" he nssented, and 1 put
it in my pocket.

There was nothing wore to be dis
covered there, and we went away, wft-
er warning the two men to sa¥ not n
word to any ong concerning thelr mis-
tress' disappearnnee,

Plalnly the Arst thing to be done
was to find the coachman who bhod
driven Miss Holladay and ber maid
awny from the bonse, and with this
entt fn view we visitsd nll the stables

In the nelghborbood, but from none of |

them bad o earriage been ondersd by
her, Huad she ondersd it herself from
f stable: In some distant portion of the
city for the purpose of concenling her
whereabouts;, or had it besn ordersd
for her by ber muld, and was she real-
Iy the viethm of foul play? 1 put this

question to Mr. Royee, but he seemed |

quite unable to rench a concluslon. As
for myself, I was certaln thut =he hod
gone away of her own accord aud had
deliberately planned her Jdisappenrance,
Whyt Weil, | began to suspect that
we hadd not yet really touchid the bot-
om of the mystery,

We drove back to the office and found
Mr. Geaham there. I relnted to hln
the clreumstances of our search and
submitted to him and to onr Jjunlor coe
nuestion for linmedinte settiement,

At the best, s a delloite onze,” |
poluted out
L ddir

vent us following her, 1t me

tbrond nearly o yeur. His health hnd | fenlt (o prove thdt she lis not gone

hroken down, and the doctor made him |
tnke n dong vacation. He came bome
a few fonths later, but Mrs, fiolia- |
dny stayed on. She dido't get strong
tgnly, some wiy. Bhe stayed nearls
four years, and he went over every
few months to spend o week with her,
aml at last she came home to dle,
bringing Ler ¢hlld with her. That was
the first time nuy of 18 ever saw Miss
Frances."

*Mr. Holladay thought n great deal
of bers

“You mnay well say so, sir. She took
hls wife's pince,' sald the old mnn
slmplg.

“And she thought n great deal of
b 2

“Moare than that, sir. She falrly wor-
shipad Hlm. She was always nt the
door to meet him; always dined with
him; they almost slways spent their
evenings together. She didn't eare much
for soclety. ['ve often heard her tell
him thut she'd muoch rather just sty
nt home with him. It wans he who
rather Insisted on her golug out, for
he was proud of her, ns he'd o right
to be."

"Yes" 1 epld, for all this fitted In
exnctly with what 1 had always heard
nhout the famlily, “There were no
sther felntives, were there™

“None at all, sir. Both Mr. Holla-
dny nnd his wife were only childrep.

“Nor any intimate friends?”

“None I'd eall lutimate, slr. Miss

alie wans always—well—reserved, sl
“Yes," 1 netlded agaln, “And now,”

“Well, =in he began slowly, “after

scarcely noything. Then M,

Royes got to coming to the hoase, nud
sl brightened up, snd we all liooe
Elwd saan e all right ngain,
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gob lere ohrly this miorning and went
it to b boode.  THombs, the soe
buttler, hod been left In charge
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For o moment Mr. Gralam ald not
noswer, bhut sat tapping his desk witl,
thit desp lne of perplexity betwoen
ilg eyvebrows., Then he nodided em-
phntieally,

“It’s our duts to follow her and Ond
her,” he sald.  *It's perfectly evident
to me that no girl o ber fght miod
would nct ns shp bas done.  She had no
redason whatever for deceiving us—for
running away, We wouldn't have lu-
terfertd with et Jenklngon's right—
she's sufferlng  with dementin.  We
st see that she recelves proper med-
ical trentment.”

“It might not be dementin,” I sug
pested, *s0 much ns unduoe Influence—
on the part of the new mald, perhaps.”

“Then it's our duty to rescoe hbor
from that Influence,” rejoloed Mr, Gra-
hnm, “and restore ber to her sormal
mentality'

“Eveu It we offend her®

“We cnn't stop to think of that. Be-
sides, shewon't be offended when shs
eomes to herself, The gqueation 18 Liow
to find her most speedliy."

“The pollee, probably, conld do it
most speedily,” 1 said, “but since sbe
ean be In no lmmedinte danger of any
EMd 1 eather donbt whether 1t would
be wise to eall In the pollee. Misa
Hollndany would very properly resent
iny more publiclty”—

“But,” objected Mr. Grabam, “If we
Aon't onll fu the polles, how are we o
find ber? 1 recoguize, of course, how
undesirable It |8 that she should be
subjectsd to any further notonety, but
s there any otlipr way®*

1 glanced at Mr. RMoyee and saw thag
be was seemingly sunk in apnthy,

“1f T eould be exensed from the
office for o few days, sie” I began
besitatingly, “I might be alle to find
some trace of hert If I'm unsiccess

ful. W Dugud teen enll fo the natdor-
ks

Me Royee. brighitened up for o mb
ment.

“That's 1" Ne sald,
Jook luta 11"

“YVery well,” assente] Mr, Gralinm.
“T ugroe to that Of course Aoy ©x-
pense you may ncor will be borne by
the office.”

“Thank yFou, =ir,” and I rose with
fast ‘bentiug heart, for the sdventure
appedlad o ome strongly.  “I'l begla
ut anee then, L should lke asslstance
in oue thing, Could you let me bhave
thtco or four clerks to visit the vao-
rlons stablis of e elty? It would
Lo best, [ thlnk, to use our owy people.”

“Certninly,’”” assontal our senjor in-
stantly.
give them thelr instructions at once.'

8o four clerks were stmtooisd, and
eiel was given o distelet of the iy,
Thelr lnstructions were to il from

“Let Tester

which stuble Miss Hollodsy lad or- |

dered a carringe on the mornlig of
Thursday, April 3. They were to re
port at the ofice every duy, noon dod
evenlog, untll the search was fulshsl
They started oway ot once, nund 1
turned 1o follow them, when my eye
was caught by the expression of our
Junlor's face

“3r, Royee s AL, sie! T eeled, “Locl
at him"

He was leaning forward beavily, his
faece drawn nnd lvid, his eyes set, his
bauds plucking ot the arms of lis
chalp, We sprang to lim and led him
to n couch. 1 bathed his bands aod
face in cold water, while Mr, Grabum
hurrledly samonened & pbyalcian, The
doctor soon arrived and diagnosed the
case At o glance.

“Nervous breakdown,” be sald terse
Iy. “You lawyers drive yourselves toe
bard. VA & wouder to ue yob don't
all drop over., We'll have to look ot
oF this will etd [ Lfaly fever™

He potired out a stimulant, which the
slek man swallowad without provest
He seemad strouger In a few momenis
and Degan talking Incolierently to bl
self., We got Nlm down to the doetos”,
carriage wind drove rapidiy to hls ledg

lugs, whkre we put bif o bad withom

delay,
“1 thipk he'll pull through,™ obsery

«d the dovtor after watching Lim for

“Miss Holindax has plain. |
| Iy ndd bee plans verr enrefully to pre

Bl |

“I'H eall them fo nnd we can |

awnile. “TTl get & couple of nurses,
and we'll give him every chance. Haa
he any relatives here ln New York?"

“No; bis relatives are all in  Ohfo.
"Had they better be uotified 7

“Ol, 1 think not—not unless he gets
worse. He seemg to be paturally
strong. 1 suppose he's been worrylog

about something ¥

“Yes," I'sakl, "He hnos been greatly
worrled by one of his cases.”

“Of course,” be noddsl, *If the hu.
man race had sense enough to stop
worrying there'd be wighty lttle work
for ns doctors.”

“1'd ke to call Dr, Jenkinson Into
the cn<e” 1 sald, “"He koows Mr,
| Royee and may be of help™

*Certalnly. I'11 be glad to consult

| with Dr. Jenkinson”

80 Jenklnson was ealled and con
fgrmed the disgnpsis. He understood
of course, the cause of Mr. Royie's
bréakdown snd turnel to me when the |
consultntion was enlded and his ool |

| league hnd taken his departore. 1
|
|

“Alr. Lester,” he sald. “1 advise yon
to gn home nud get some rest. 'ut this
enso ont of your mind or you'll be
right whore Mr, Rosee = He had some
more bind news, 1 supphse ™ ‘
| T told hlm of Miss Holladay's disap- |

pearnones. e pondered over It o mo-
| ment with prave face.

“This =trongthiens my balief that i:hn|

| 18 suffering with dementin,” he said. |

|

We sprang so him and led him to a
couth.

“Sudden aversion to relatives and

[riends s one of Its most common
symwptoms. Of course she must be
found."

“I'm going to find her,” 1 nesnred
bim, with perhaps a lttle more cond- |
dence than [ really folt. |

“Well, remember to call on me if 1
enn help you. But, frst of ull, gu |
hume and sleep for ten Lours—twelve, |
if you can. Mind. no work before that
=no bullding of theorles, You'll be |
so much the freshor tomorrow.' 4

1 recognized the wisdom of this nd- |
vice, but I hud one thing to do first. |
T took o cub dud drove to the nesrest
telegraph oflice. There T gent nn lin- |
perative message to Brooks, the Holla. |
dny econchman, telling bim to returs |
to New York by the first train and
report to me at the oMee.  'That done,
1 gove the driver my addréss and set-
tled biek In the seat.

No bullkllug of theories, Jenkluson
bnd sald; yet it was difflenlt to keep
the Lraln idle, Where was Frances
Holladay? Why had she fled? Was
slio really wmentally dernoged?  Had |
the welgla of the seeret proved 100

gowit for herd O lnd she mersly
fallen under the Inflvonee of the wo.
iy who wis giliy T Bopposing slig
wis Insine, what ahonld we do with
her when ws found her?  How could
wio control lee?  Amd, supposiug she
wore not Insane, whnt legal elght hud
wo to interfers with her? These and o
hnndred othar questions erowdod npon
me i theught fulled and 1 by buck
confused, Indimeryhit

“Here we ure, sir" sild the driver,
Jumping down from his seat oo Jepk-
g open the dook, =

1 puid Lilm nood went stombling up |
| the steps. T have no doubr he wuis |
| grinning belidod me. As I fumbiled |
with wy kiy some one opened the door
from the Inside

“Why, Mistale Lester!"  exelalmod
“What Is it You
have no lness, T boped™ !

“No 1T murmured, "I'm just dead |
red,” and T storted blindly for the
| stalr.

| Mortigny's volee,

| "Let me neslat you," and e took my |
arm aod belped me up, then went on
oliead, opetied my door and Hghted the

“Thanks,” I sald as 1 dropped foto i
chalr,
He st quietly down oppesite mo |
| and, weary ns | was, I wis consclors
of s Keen eyes upon me.
“We heurd from Miss Hollnday this
morning"” 1 remarked, oneousclously
| answering thelr question.
He 1) not reply for & moment, b
I hall elose) iy evem again, oand |1
was too tired to open them and look

at him,
HART he sald in n volee a litte
| hoarse. “And she |8 well ¥
l YNne Ehe's disappeared.”

| %Yan mean®-

S mesn #he's e away” 1ol
| waking np 8 ble
[ Hanane yiw informed you''—
| “Oh, no. Wae've Jukt found it ont
She's bt gone ten days”

“And you are going to search for
Lier® hs goestloned carelessly, after
another ponae

“Yes, I'll bogin In the morning.''
raln thote was a tiommt's sllenon
with ‘n eurlous In

1 o gl Jeft e to tumebi
antindntly Inta hed,
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12 lmpploess OoF the
ool Do of  thoe plght, save |
where o mother thoneht of a daughited |
oltenldy gived or W be given In mar I
e r el e puings of the  following |
meation, or o busband wased on b
own shorteomings siice be stosd op
tiere atothe altap plghtlioe his troth
The mttssed of given folinee and white
Blodaaams In the chaneel syl gontls
i the deate fin an open window sl
soemil o beekalt the Leldal pany,
Thit from e vestey roodn chsie the
hisbiop In the fowiig robes of Lils high
office, followed by the rector, and for s
moment stiliness relgned, oo as they |
took theélr plaees befare the altar the
organ huest forth Into solemn melody.
The bridegroom, eaning on the aro
of Ble Best fetonl, cotessd, andy down
the alsle mmeehest the Unlnthy gowned
Dridesmnlds to mect the beide, Then
ghawly the procession turmisd ne Miss

father's arm; nmd, proceded by the chors
Istarw, theie youthful taves wplified in
g nsies of the benntifal wedding
hrmn, the gproup of gweet young wom:
aahond moval hinek townrd the nitir,
Just e the party halted In helr
plitees Defore the clinneel rall the doors
af the chureh were pushed open to wd-
mit the Inwt goest. To Judge of him by
the slinking manner of Wik walk and
the evhient deslie to b anseen as e
mnde bls way Ints the searest peiw, he
wos an unlnvited guedl. But all cyes
were to the Tront now, and bo one sild
him nay. e produecd o slogulioe spot
of unnttractiveness in the throng of
woll deessed, well looldng mon pnd wo
men about him. [t was oot to be wone
dered at that the young woimin beslde
whom he sented Llmgelf deew her gown
A letle eloker about hee for fear of the
effect upon ler from fovehing this an-

feal and menth] disense had woarn nwar
tho flesh, If It bnd ever been there,
which was necessnry to glve the mass:
Ive frame s preoper peoportions,  Hie
clothes, ke hiw gorment of tesls, wore
too amall, His boots had lotg Leen
without the attentlons of n shosmpker
or bineking and Lredsh, They wire
Ineed In pluces with Dits of ones white
stripg,  His trousers, barely renching
to the tops of hin misernble bhoots, were
baggy anil threadbnre and viriously
patehiod. His eont, wiileh bad once been
Winek, wis gray with diet nha slilng
from long woir sl buttoned so ¢loae.
Iy abonit Wlm fs fo give the familise
and pitiful appeatinee of having noth
Ing undernenil. A grimy, ragged collar
aliont his nick was the only bit of linen
In Wis costume. His halr was long and
mnkempt. In his hand he held 8 dusty,
greasy, ol felt hint, which le fingored
nebvously. Aud his faek crowned rlght
woll this pleture of fallen mauboxd and
miwery, Bomo wmilshiog had tereibly dis.
flgurind his foee, Great Hvld sears ran
down lls chieok mnd neck untll lost
from slght under Wi mgs, One of his
eyes us fxed and white wnd slghitless,
and o the other, blosdshot and will,
und the blonted fesh about It were the
unerring signs of the dissipated mon-
ner of s lite, anly emplnsized by his
hinrsh Httle cough aod Lreath redolent
with the sickening odor of lguor,

Aund yet there was something, had
nny ooe taken the tiouble to notice it
In the deligate siructurd of his hands,
tho queer proud tttle shake of the head
utd the thinld courtesy with which be
found his eitting, which might bhave
ade the vloke olwerver wonder whieth |
er these things were only plienomena
I thelr companionship with dirt and
wmeanness or the fllckoring rays of o
Lirlght lght Just golog out. But no-
Lody did take notice, tnless It wus to
casuully eopent mentally that one of
the elty's gredt artoy of half fremen
vagabords was taking tdvatitage of n
fow moments® grace 1o the warmth of
thi cliureh.

The serviee wias nbout to begin. The
charming, sacred notes of the “Nar
clnwus”™ e softly from the organ,

/Ir thio bishop uttered tio opening words

of the weiliding servies, concluding stil)
mora sowly and impressively with the
sentence, "If any men oy show just
vause why they may not lawfully be
jolued together, let Bim now speak or
plge bereafter forever hold his peace’
As the lnst worda Aed awny the

blshop, rector, bridsl party and con-
greention  instinctively  bowed thele
heads waltiug it 4 move or sound
(M " for n mipsnont: aven
the gowers seentd to slop thelr wave
g and to walt and Hsten,

Then thers cnme np slight, shoilling
il from the pow, nod the un-

ke the atlliteas

fen guest stood o the alsle, ercct
P FYET T ats of rags dod dirt. His
one Band elogped convnlalvely the old
t oand iy olbr was rabad  high
phove D& hend, trembling, as was his
whole freame, with excessive omiotion.
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ol Lo M Mtetdinge Tourned
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nl Hopkins close | wl Her, roaily
to veassure ber with a few burried
worids;  Only o0 falnting  womtn'
But hie Know Ib owas falpe, aml tomor:
row b wonld add te the falsebood iy
w tose whi jetes i it 18 thiae
i
Into

el Ts
ehl

RO
naid

patient g
Dlockloy

e, Tosnie
e fom
thie chreli
The wedding was over, and the bride
gtood with ber husbinnd oinder the awn:
Ing white they were opening the door
aof the varrligy, whet tbove the bum
of volees and the din of rolling wheels
ey bitind & wharp ey nmd in tie
stillness that followed d Few mutiored

got

| words of protest, nnd something beslile

the misery ln the tones starded the
womsan, and slie looked lastily and
anxiously svross the stroet to whete
two policemien worg fording an appar-
wntly  drunken boggur loto @ patrol
wagon, and theee wis o curlous mix-
ture of pliy awd rellef ln her foce ns
she turned from the ugly scene, and
she prossed close to bher lusband es
they drove nwnay.

Arsvnle Euters.

Arsenie, au 18 well koown, 18 a dead-
Iy polson, two' grulos only belng, as &
ritle, # fatial dose.  Yot, sirange to
Bay, It bas boeen well authentiented
that the bumun body can becoms ar-
aenfe proof. Over a lorge ares of
gouthern Auostrin this s quite com-
won, ensant glels eat 1t 1o Incrense
thelr atteactions, as & 5 Known to o=
prove the complexion, Laboring men
tnke It regutliely oond yet oitaln m
bealthy ofd nge. The drok hns n bene-
felul effect on thelr digestive organs
and  so  strongthons  the respleatory
organy thiut these beavers of lieavy
butilens tind 1t easler o cllmb stecp
mouninin ronds,  Ofton taken ot Arst
I seerot, ong small doske o wiek 1s
enough, but tho ceaving Inereases till
In some cuwes wix gralns a day 18
sateny enongh to polson thiree men, A

gnee begun I 8 (mposdible to give 1t
gy sud Hve,

Golow 1o Hed T Indin,
Golng to bed I fndls is 0 vory dig.

Iotie. o beggin with, It s 0 far loss
formil provess.  Thoers I In the hot
godson uo fhutting of the door, no
curting yourself off from
world, no golog upstides, and, Aunlly,
no getting Into bodc You merely He
down on your Ued, which, with fs
bedding, 18 so simple as o be worth
deweriilng.  The bed W a woodsn
frame with n webbing laced ncroas (e,
aml epeh bed los u thin cotton mnt
trisi.  Over this one dheet I8 sprend,
amd  two pilllows oo to opehl bed,
bofsters not belog ossd,  Thnt's oll
Some people de not even have the
mnttress, preferving the coolness of o
pioee of One it tting,

CCrles Agalnst Antmnls,

el o Chlpese gittior of tha alpeteontly
ventury, “think wothing of mixing in
one soup the mont of clilckon duck, plg
and goose. ot these ehlolens, ducks,
plge and goese Bave donbitless sotls,
Al these wonls will most cortaluly fle
pliltats fn the best workd of the way
Sy hove Desn trented o this. A gopd
cook will wise plenty of QITerent dish-
o Bach nrtlete of food will be made
tiv exhibit (s own charnoteristion, while
e made dish will be clinrnctorizsl
by one domdpant Qavor, Then the pal-
ute af the gormand will respond with-
out frenk and the tlowers of e soul
Dlossorm forth."

Polut Not Well Taken,

Mrs, Jennor Lop Ondogo—1 don't see
why they onll 1t “geaod ppern® when
IU'% In 'English,
when you ean understand  whao the
slgeers  nre  saylng Mre,  Hoelldous
Hole—WHy, Uless yon, you can't un-
dersiand theni ‘any lettor when they
wine In Buglish than whon they siug fn
Hatlun = Chiengo Tribnue,

Suel Is Life. h

I hiaed strigele o conduct ane's

Bitsipess  without plenty of capltal**

obsersed the man with the Bigrowitie
ohiin.

“You're right," agread (ho man with

The alid musizal voloe of the
Blahop arose from the nitar slde, reach. |
il 15 1 thei taost disthnt tem l

L oL tig livaled cotigregniion. Bluw.

Hoep

W mange pose,  “1F n fellow hwm'tc
got plenty of bmcklog be hes to don
M of slidesteppiing."— 8t Louls Reptth

penslty, however, awalis the uner, for

ferent process from galng to bed at

the outer’

"The oooks of todny" wrote Youn

1t ben't gramnd dpern:




