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“Nat, | say "
you going

“Over to the

“The deuce you are’ What

“The one I'm stopping at ™

*“Not on your life. You're not going
jJust yet. 1 haven't had balf a chance
to talk to you Robbins, take Mr
Duncan's things.”

Duncan, set upon by Robbins, who
had been hovering round for just that
purpose, lifted his shoulders In resig-
nation, turning back into the room as
Miller and Long sald good night to
him and left at Bartlett's heels, and
smiled awry In semi-humorous depre-
cation of the way in which he let Kel
logg outmaneuver him. When It came
to that 1t was hard to refuse Kellogg
anything; he bad that way with him.
especially If one liked bim. And how
conld any one help liking him?

Kellogg bad him now, ho'ding bhim
fast by either shoulder, at arm’s
length, and shaking a reproving head
at his friend *“You big duffer™ he
eald “Did von think for a minute I'd
et you 1l that?
Have vou di

At
nd fell back No, bu

Kellogg swept the
der his feet “Robbins.” he told the
man, “order in dinner for two from the
club, and tell ‘em to hurry it up.”

“Yes, sir,” said Robl and flew
obey before Duncan could get a chance
to countermand his part in the order

“And ntinned Kellogg,
“we've got the whole evening before
us in which to chin. 8it down?T He
Jed Duncan to an armchair and gently
but firmiy plumped him into its capa
eclous depths, “We'll have a snng lit-
tle dinner here and what do you say
to taking in a show afterward ¥

“]1 sdy no.”

“You dassent, my boy. This is the
night we celebrate. 1'm feeling pretty
good tonight.” .

“You ought to, Harry.” Duncan
struggled to rouse himself to share In
the spirit of gratulation with which
Kellogg was bubbling. “I'm mighty
glad, old man. It's a great step up
for you."

“It's all of that You could have
knocked me over with a feather when
Bartlett sprang it on me this morning
Of course, 1 was expecting something,
a4 boost in salary, or something lke
that. Bartlett v t other houses

hotel,” = : D

e O

sriffened

on I'nnean

ground from un

now,” continnes

in the street had made me offers. I'vi
been prett) and pulled
off one or twi big deals, |
partnershis I Bartie
Think of it, )

“I'm thinking of it, and it's

“It'l] keep mighty busy
blundered blind Ins a
of extra ¥ u ko I 1k

work.”

“That's right, you do,” agreed Dun
ean drearily. “It's queer to me. It
must be a great thing to like to work.”

“You bet it's a great thing. Why,
1 couldn’t exist if 1 couldn't work. |
You remember that time I laid off for |
a month in the country for my health's |
sake? [I'll never forget !t—lu.ng‘lng‘
round all the time with my hands
empty—every one else with something
to do. 1 wouldn't go through with it
agaln for a fortune. Never felt so use-
less and in the way"'— i

“But,” Interrupted Duncan, knitting
his brows as he grappled with this |

problem, “you were independent,

weren’t you? You had money—ecould
pay your hoard¥”

“Of conrse. Neverthelesa 1 felt In
the way."”

“That's funny.”

*It's stralght”

*] know 5, It
gou didn’t love work It w
me If 1 did ook here, Ha
pose you iKin't hne ny mone
eouldn't pay your } .
II'I,'.’ o do I8 |
case?’

*1 don’t
rot"—

“No, it isp’t rot. I'm trying tom
you understand how 1 fe
when it's that way with me, as it g
erally 18" He raised one hand and

" Jet it fall with a gesture of desponden
ey s0 eloguent that It roused Keliogy
out of his own preoccupation.

“Why, Nat!” he cried, genuinely
sympathetic. “I've beem so taken up
with myself that | forgot, I hadn't
looked for you tlll womorrow.”

*“You knew, then?”

“] met Atwater at lunch today, Hq

" told me. Saikl he was sorry, but"—

“Yes, everybody Is always sorry,
but"-

Kelloge 1ot his hand fal! on Dunenn's
shoulder “Fm sorry, too, old ma
But don't lose heart, 1 know ('8 pret.
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down. ™ itself upon Duncan’s undepstanding |m:-v1;-lluu‘:“ 11"-‘] tal If you were ever seen n 1 ) when o mhe up thelr minds that
“Doun’t think of that. It's not your | “Wounld I™ He lifted his glass and ‘m‘_: I '_ill “". o bar. And, to begin with, you must you're a decent, moral young man, for
fault"— drained it at a gulp. “Why, that's the i ; x ¥ b refuse all vitations of any sort  they know you'll draw trude.  And
“You're the ounly man who believes | first laugh I've had for a month™ | '..".. Wwobtsttul te Yy TH [1ar | Whether to dances, parties, church so.  every Sunday”
that, Harry " | “Then I'll tell you"- s DEESRN TH TR 10 7o, 507" | dhiE ol Gaan Sunday dinners” “1 know church!™
“Buck up. 1l stumble across some | Duncan placed a pleading band on I ry.;'.m talking horse seose v son | Wby Sunday dinners? “Absolutely!  Fiek out the ose the
botter opening for you before loag. | W Sorenrm. ' Now l"l'lﬂ!llllt‘l‘k\‘u]‘lﬂ:-'f ‘-l -\Il n “'.'. \m-l | “Recause Sunday's the euly day rich folks go to @ = QM oad éo
and”— “Don’t kid me, Harry." bo entreated. | | o0 decey | 7OUN be luvited.  Dinner on weekdays Just s they do-etand up and kacal,
. 0 I g VI R m.pm"“m“j“ w hen

“Don’t talk that way, Nat. [I'll get #oods If yan wanf to try it and will
you in right somewhere™ '
“You're the best hearted man allve,
Harry, but I'll see you blasted frst.™
“Walt” Kellogg demanded his at.
“Here’s this man Burnham
You don't know him, but he's as keen
as they make 'em He's on the track
of some wonderful scheme for making
{lluminating gas from crude oll If it
goes through, If the Invention's really
practicable, it's bound to work a rev
olutlon. He's down tn Washington now

—left this afterncon to look up the
patents Now, he needs me to get the
ear of the Standard Ofl people. and

I'll get you in there™

“What right "ve von go to do thar?™
demanded Duncan “What the dick
ens do 1 know ahont {lluminating gas
or erude ofl? Burnham 'd never thank
you for the !lkes o' me"

“But. thunder, you can learn. All
you need"-
“Now, s=ee here. Harry™ Dunecan

gave him pause with a manoer not to
be denled “Once and for all time
understand I'm through having von
recommend an incompetent just be-
cause we're friends ™

“But., Harry™-

“And I'm through living on yom
while I'm out of a Job., That's final ™

“But. man. listen to me—when we “Rules: Maan, I'll follow all the rules
were at college™— in the world! Come on, I'm getting

“That was another matter.” palpitation of the heart, walting. Tell

“How many times did von pay the It to me. what've 1 got to do?"
room rent when | was strapped? How “Marry.” said Kellogg serenely.
many times did your money pull me  “Marry! Duncar schoed, aghast
through when I'd have had to quit and “Marry." reatfirmed the other with
forfeit my degree because I couldn't unbroken gravity.
earn enough to keep on?" “Marry who?

“That’s different. You earned enough “A girl with a fortune. Yon see, |
up. You don't owe e€an’t guarantee the precise size of her
plle. That all depends on luck and the
locality. But 1t'll run anywhere from
several hundred thousand up to a mil-
llon. perhaps more.”

Duncan sank back despondently

*DO YOU THINK ANY GIRL WITH A MTIL-
LION WOULD TAKE A CHANCE ON ME?"
follow the rules I lay down, I'll guar-
antee you'll be a rich man inside of

twelve months.™

mé anythir

“1 owe

the gratitude for the

you
friendly hand that put me In the wasy

of ear that kept me § when

the going

wns rank Besides, the cor

ditions are just reversed now; you “You ought to be ashamed of your
do just as | did—make good in the self. Harry.” he said dully. *You had
world and. when it's convenfent, to me me all excited for a minote.”

As for living here, you're perfectly “No, but honestly, 1 mean what 1
welcome.™ say.”

it—and more.,” Duncan as-
sented a “Don’t think
1 don't reciate all you've done for

me  Bot | know' and you must under

“l1 know “Now look here, do you really think
any girl with a milllon would take a
chance on me?*

“She'll jump at it™

s W -'.'!1',')'

am

stand chat | can't keep on living Duncan thought this over for a
yon 11 gy while Thbhen his lips twitched. *What's

For » led, Kellogg stared at the matter with her? he Inquired.
him in consternation. Duncan met his  “I'm willilng to play the game as it

gaze steadllv, strong in the sincerity Hes, but | bar lunatics and cripples.”

“There's no particular her, yet. Yon |
can take your pick. I've no more ldea
where she Is than you have.” !

“Now 1 know you're stark, staring,
gibbering”— = |

“Not a bit of It. I'm Inspired, that's
all I've solved your problem; you |
only can’'t belleve It."

“How could 17 What the devil are
you getting at, anybhow?

“This pet scheme of mine. Lend me |
your ears. [HHave you ever lived ln a
one horse country town, a place with
one unspeakable hotel and about twean-
ty stores and five churches?

“No."

“l have, [ was born In one of 'em
Have you any idea what becomes of |
the young ople of such towns? |

“Not a glimmering.™ |

Then I'll enlighten your egreglous |

i 1 s—~those who've got |

) i in th strike ou for e |
cities to T e their everiasting for-
t Genrr y do it too.”

I'he =
“The snme as me,” assented Kellogg
NKATHANTEL DUNCAN. nanperturbed “But the yaps, the Jas
pers, stay there and clerk In father's

of his attitude. At length Kellogg sur After office hours they put on

Elore,

rendered, accepting defeat. “Well"—  their very best mall order clothes and
He shrugged uncomfortably. *“If you parade up and down Maln street, talk
Insist.” ing loud and firting obviously with
“I do.” | the girls. The girls haven't much else
“Then that's settled.” to do. They dou't find It so easy to
“Yes, that's settled.” |get away. A few of 'em escape to

“Dinner,” sald Robbins from the

e » o ibonrd!ng schools and colleges, where
rway, “ls served.”

| they meet and marry young men from
' the eitles, but the majority of them
' have to stay at home and help mother,
That's a tradition. If there are two
children or more the boys get the
chance every time. The girls stay
home to comfort the old folks In thelr

CHAPTER I11.
FTER dinner they smoked and
talked about Duncan’s foture.
Finailly Kellogg sald siguifi-

|
|ll\'ln¢. refusing to acvept aaythlog

| from your friends, ready (you say: to
| do almost anything 1o et soe Wwon
ey. And think of the country hel
esses with plenty of woney for
two, ploing away In-in  looocuous
desuetude—bundreds of them. 0Oue
stralght, good girls, girls you could
| easlly fall in love with, sighing thelr
lves away for the lack of the likes o
you. Now, why not take one, Nat— when
you come to cousider It, s you
M"mm her and bher bank o
make her happy, make vourself h
and lve a contented 1ife
side of Easy street for the rest of &
natural born days? Cun't
now ¥
“Yes." Duncan adwmitted, Bulf pn
suaded of the plaus y
scheme. 1 s=ee, nnl
mensely the intel t
the notion, HHarr
thinking there mu-t
somew here ™
“Not If yon follow
Dunecan
back and
eritically
“If 1 didn’t know you so well, H
ry.” sald Dunean siowly, “I'd be o
taln you were mad I'm not at
sure that I'm sane It's raving ldio
and It's a pretty darned rank
to do to start deliberately out to ma
ry a woman for ber money
been through a lttle hell of my «
my time, and It's not alluri ]
template a return to it I
ing mad enough nor bad «
stop me. What've | got to
Kellogg beamed his trivmph Yoo
try it on, then?"
“I'l vy anything on Vs n
temptible, low lUved plece of ¢t
but gond may come of It; 3
tell What've [ got to «
Blipping back, Kelloge tted his
fingers and stared at the celling, smil

m the sunt

You st

drew o brent LU
lonked I

cantly, “Nat, if you follow my

advice you can be worth a million
#ollars In a year!”

“Let bhim rave,”

enigmatic ar

old age. Why, by the time they're old

begin yonng

excitement
|}

ohserved
4 began to smoke.
dippy, and 'm perfect

Dunean

they find avallable—you

untry town he

won't fir small e

“No, I't
_ tween here and the Mississinn! wher
ly serjous M sicise it : R
“Of « ! hat'd thay do t . ; : =
L I '“
o roposit
rfs the |
re i L
L n of r ~on 1 = better. Do
f Yy
' ' Tor : " rifting
bins b .' f Iy. “Nol Why. the 1 for eligibis
. d a mnles s ! per cent In excess of the
ton at | v iat d'yon want supply. Don’t yon know—no, yon
A straitjacke nd u doctor to s don’t; 1 got to that first—that there
~} » f us nasla 1t "
“'!"1 gk n us needs it are twenty times as many old malds In
Kellogg, igrined ns he AIWAYS was | gmall country towns as there are In
4 T B h Tl : g
if joked with en expounding one of | the cities? It's a fact, and the reason

his schemes. bre
lasted antil Rob

e into a laugh th
Ins appeared.

for it Is because when they were |

| young they coulda't lower themselves

enough to think of marrying—and they |
for that's abhont the only |

"I ENEW THEKE WAS A OATCH IN IT BOMR

WHERR"

ing faintly to himself as he enamer
ated the conditions that first appealed
to h wnding as esseutlals to
"

onr t

I i rge

o 1SR MO
1 ] uterior of 'ennsyivaols
Most of such towns have at least one
rich 1w th a marriageable daugh
ter—but we'll make sure of thar before
we goettle on one, Of course any subur

ban town Is barred.”

“*How go?"

“Oh, they don't count. The girls al-
ways know people in the city—can get
there ensily. That spolls the game”

“How about the game laws?"

“I'm coming to them. Of course
there isn't an open or close season, and

‘i from 12 to 12:30, and It's stricly »
| business matter, no time for gussts
;But you needn’t fret. They wen't ask
you til they've slad you up prety
curefuily.”

b

“*YOU'LL TRY IT ON, THEN "

“Moreover, yon must be very par-
ticular about your dress. It must be
absolutely faultless, but very qulet
Clothing sober, dark grays and blacks
and plain, but the very last word as
to ent and At. And everything must
be In keeplng, the very best of shirts,
collars, ties, hats, socks, shoes, under.
wear” - Kellogg caught Duncan's
look and laughed. “Your laundress
will report on everything, you know,
80 you must be impeceable ™

“I'll be even that, whatever It (a"

“Be very particular about having
your shoes polished, shave dally and
manlcure yourself religlously, but don't
let ‘em cateh you at 1"

“Would they rald me If they did?™

“And then, my son, you must work."”

Kellogg pansed to let his lesson sink
in After a time Duncan observed
plaintively, “1 knew there was a eatch
in it somewhere. What kind of work 7

“It doesn't make any diference, w
long as you get and hold sowme job in
the town.”

“Well, that lets me out. You'll have
to sic some other poor devil on this
giittering proposition of yours I
couldn’t hold a job In™-

“Walit! I'll tell you how to do It In
Just a minute,”

*“1 don't mind listening, but™-

“You'll clnch the
going to church
Don’'t ever fall-morning and evening,
every Sunday. Don't forget that.”

“Why?t .

“It's the most {mportant thing of
all.”

“Does golng to church make such a
hit with the young femule Jasper—the
Jusperette, as it were?”

“It'll make you more solld than any
thing else with her popper and mom
mer, and that's very necessary when
you're a candidate for thelr ducats as
well as thelr daughter. You must
work and you must go to church.”™

“That can't be all, Surely you ean
think of something else.”

peenion

whole business by

without a bLreak

iose nare the cardinal rules
church and work untll you've landed
your hielr After that you ean move
back t« i untion NOwW, a8 s0O0n ns
you 1 0 your town you want to
n ements for | 1 and
lodging In some old won 3 hous
preferably an old mald.  You'll be sure
to find at least half a dozen of ‘em

willing to take boarders, but you want
to be equally plek out the
one that talks the most, so that she'll
tell the nefghbors all about yon. Don't
worry about that, though. They all
talk. When you've moved In stock

sure to

up your room with about twenty of |

| the driest looking books In the world
| Lawbooks look most lmposing. Fix up
'a table with lots of statlonery—pens
| and pencils, red and black Ink, and all
| that sort of thing. Make the room look
|as If you were the most sincere stu-
Ident ever. And by no means neglect
to have a well worn Bible prominently
In evidence. You can buy one second
(hand at some bookstore before you
start ont.”

“I'd have to, of course. I thank you
for the flattery. Proceed with the pro
gram of the gay, mad lfe 1 must lead
I'm golng to have a swell time:; that's

perfectly pinin.”

‘As ROOD you're shaken o 1
aonrt ronn I ke the roundas of th
for T to
' o ’
n
1
5
You musm't consider any ot oy me
that would moll your clothes or rough

en your Iy white hundas. ™

“You expect me to I'd have
any chance of winnlug a milllouaire's
daughter If | were a ribbon clerk o o
dry goods store

“The best In the world. The ribbon
| clerk I8 her soclal equal. He calls her
Mary, and she calls him Joe.”

“Done with you!

belleve

‘You ra: I ecent the ple o Lo | fove
“Yes. Put those decanters over her E::.:m lir'mr'i}.--tfl _'t.,?:_ :::; rL;]“lp:{:}” Ithu REMENGS SPVRUS e, S S 'm'l‘]'lr‘slt.::-”utr::::::ms (-I.ﬂ--.f'
and some | ses, please.” “You're ns Intereeting n-t.ﬂ magazine e g v, B g | ploy you at nn:wf;l }:n:[: :,elml - |
T ' serial. Ple: continue In your next . l.'l.k'-n i JUN PEmL Im. ":". e of ;‘.ﬁ ad : i ““mﬂl"ni
The mun o e and withdrew. Kel I pant with anticipation.” . bagging ' . "lml.rl',‘tu. S SO W fF N n. 4 i f
! handing one t “Sou'ro sn as. Now take a young | o L o ‘em. | Ho »-'.\}....w e afterward, all righ
Dune coap from a ciiy, with a § 1 nppe : “Like 'em Fll live by them!™ | ‘ . .”_ el
.1 et 1 lsten t " " o “W here come the (hings yom | - v e stmply call on them
Nat thi= thing over f doesn't talk lke a yap or wall Iike e 0. RN S e e v g , I v s ,' & I _. " _-”_,I] r p Hi'b
! —t'.\ I'll bet o a yap or dross Hke n yup or ¢ W wusn't smoke and you Stess ft P ":l " 'I'_"‘ '|“'"" '
thing WWhat d'you say? | a yap, and throw him into such a town | l No tron * wi .,..h.., abe ]" it ll it
| rr——————. —— 'z these people as Inhn- - - — i S R 1)
i U B, oI 2~ it ey o Sl v st ol <ot S o e et T - i R < P
R e T e oot =% - L TN L L R e A,
- o sy rum (% om ~ - o~

Me for the ribbon |

they de. Be careful Dot W sing toe
lond or anything like that Just de It
all modestly, as If you were nsed to L
HPetter go to church bere two ar three
times and get the haug of IL” N
| “Heve, now" - \

“Nearly all the wealthy codgers o
such towns are descons, you see, and,
though they may not speak to you for
mouths on the street, it's thelr busi
neas to waylay you after the service
Is over and shake hands with you and
tell you they hope you enjoyed the
sermon and ask you to cowe again
And, you ean bapk on It they'll all
take notlce from the st

“It's no wonder Bartiett made you a
partner, Harrey ™

“Now, behinve. 1 want you to get in
right If you follow the rules 've oul
Hoesl, vot only will sl the girls in
town be falling over thewselves to get
to you first, but thelr fond parents will
be egging themw on  Then all you ve
got to do s to plek out the one with
the biggest bundle and”

“Make a play for her?”

“Not on your life! That would be

fatal Your part s to put yourself in
her way Ehe'll do all the courting
and whey she scents the psyebologheoal
moment she'll do the proposing ™

“It doesn’'t sound natural, but you
certulnly seem to know what you're

droollng about.”
“You ean apchor on that, Nat™
“And are vou fAnished ¥

*1 am.  OFf course [I'll probably think
of more things to wise you to befure
you go*

Duncan lavghed shortly and tilted
back In his chalr, selecting another

clgnretie “And you're the chap who

wantsd me to go to some bromidle old
show tonight! Harry, you're lmmense
Why dikin't you ever let me suspect
you had all this romantle Imagination
in ¥ svatem 17

LR mtion be hlowed], mpon This
Is business Kellogg removed the
stopper from the decanter and 0lled

both glnsses agaln “Well, what A
you =

I fust i v rr It's
amn I'm prond of you

b.i-v.' v ! || |

‘Ev ' ' 1sldl w ean 1?
I've g " VoLl

-3 | propose to st v inn

I» ) e to earth N
you t t et 1"m | e
A t ng -
you, arrey Besldes

"“No, serl Nat, 1 mean thi
every word of It 1 want you to do It
to plense » If you |lke I've n
tion something wil! eome of It Anl
belleve from the botton af vy heart
there's not the sligphtest & 14

play the cards as they fnll
to Hovie”
“Harry, I belleve you do ™
“1 do firmly And I'll
osition on a business basis If you ke

put the prop

There's no holding you'

“You start out tomorrow
your war kit Giet thing sym
need, plenty of It, and have the
bills sent to me. You ¢an be

130 on,
and order
eYery
nnd

ready In

“TO THE PORTUNE HUNTRWL*

(wide a fortnight. The day you wstart
I'll advance you $600. When you're
'married you can repuy me the smount
of the advauces with Interest at 10 per
cent and I'll consider it a mighty good
deal for myself. Now, will you?*

“You mean 1ty

“Every word of it. Well 7

For a moment longer Duncan hesl
tated; then the vislon of what he
return otherwise decided him In
desperation he accepted “It's n
M 11 - f ! Il n
‘ uld

must

linued next week)

THE TEXAS WONDER,

Cures Kidney, Bladder and Rhen

matie troubles $1.00 bottle seldom
falls fu'r.’\'n, quick and permanent re-
Haf, \} ritea for local testimonials
}lr. T\\_ B. Hall, 2026, Olive St St
wnin, Mo,, Sold by The Re ] .
ot y [ d Croms

Patrons of our great shoe sale wil)
g0 home with plenty of shoes and
more money In thelr pockets than
l‘h(-v anticipate, Dodge Department
Store, 8th and Olive streets, 1

Piles” Cured 1n 0 10 14 :
I PAZO OINTMENT
cure any cnge

i\ys,
ruaranteed to
of itehing, blind, bloed

“INell and sprained my grm
and wWygs in terrible pain/ 1
could gt use my hand of arm

without Wtense suffering until

a neighblyr told me Ao use
Sloan's Liyiment, e first
application instant
relief and | use my
arm as well as Mus. H.

B. SrrINGER, Flora St.,

is an ext .-11.-:“’ antiseptic and
killer - hl‘.l,'- Cuts,
burns, \\uufi-!-\, and
contusionsfand will
draw the fpoison

from -\t::“f
Ipe

sOnous

SLOAN s

of poi-
b LINIMENT

‘
28¢., 504 and $1.00
-

'\I:--"q Tussle on
horses, wattle, sheop
and polltry sent free,

’ulul-- -

Dr. Earl 8. Sloan,
Boston, Mass., U. B A,
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URG PEOPLE
SWINDLED BY
BAD CHECK MAN

Supposed to Be Man Who Op
erated in Bugene Few

I].l\'i A 0
i {i)
1} 1]
s
r ) I! '
g ). H. 1]
L} I It E-
[ ] f 1 [} ' "
th '
} () iny I
i in
I
Lt a rnd
en he rocog
) ption f
it i him. theo
Lad “inspectad’” the
In s ndling Mr Lenox, the strang-

or made & purchase of a $25 phono-
Eraph, and presented a check on a
Minnesota bank for G0, recelving
$256 in change, and gave Instructions
| for the shipping of the machine. He-
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