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saints, begotten
of the He :_\ irit, will not be perfect-
ed as New Creatures until they experi-
ence the “change” of the “First Resur-
rection.” Meantime they bhave the
treasure of the Divine nature, the Holy
Spirit, the first fruits of their inberit
ance in Imperfect hun
not the fesh that Is begotten again by
the Holy Spirit, but a new mind, a new
will. The will of the flesh they sacri-
fice. They give-up all earthly rights
and ambitions and accept instead the
wili of God, the will of Christ, the
Holy Spirit, that ther may walk in
newness of life. However, from the
very beginning of their Clristian ex.
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them away frowm their resolutions of
self-sacrifice and loyalty tc God and
rightecusness. In various waye !* holds
out to them enchanting pro=pects
pleasures and r s, ease and afMuo
ence. These have their welght, even
though It be known that comparatively
few who follow the worid's beckoning

and allurements ever receive the ful
fAllment of the promises held ovt to
them

(3) The great fight of the New Crea-
ture. his closest and [most persistent
adversary, is his own flesh. The long-
Ing= of his depraved nature cry out
agalnst restraluts and® insist that he
Is taking an unreasonable course in
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wurds of glories far above anything
that the world has to offer., are the
greatest alds in this resistance of the
worldly rit
+ gTvat work for the Church Ie
be good fight of faith manifested In
the putting away of the flith of their
( flesh and spirit. Bome by na-
bave more flith of the flesh and
more meanmess, more selfish-
more naturtl depravity, ete.,
than have others Nevertheless, the
race is not to the swift, nor the bat-

tle to t} strong: for the Lord's ar-
sement b each member of the
; ood is that bhe shall be

to the spirit or In-

not A g€ to the

£ t tim the Chris-
1 opsecration to Lord he Is
re ned dead ns a human being and
ns spirit belng His test

or trial Is not with a view to seeing
whether or nmot bhe can do the im-
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- bl lving an absolutely
erfect life in an imperfect body. His
trial or test, on the o« ry. Is to see
to what extent his mind., his will
fights a good fight against his natural

weaknesses apd fralities. “There Is
none righteous, no, pot one.™ All the
try in the worid could not prove

this [Mivine statement an In orrect
one Righteouspess of the will. holl-
f heart, purity of Leurt. are the
possibllities: for these God seeks and
these be will reward In the “First
irrection” by granting perfect spir-
It bodies, In full barmony with thelr
ure hearts, thelr loyal Intentions and
purposes
How to Put Away Filth of the Flesh.
If it is impossible for the New Crea-
ture to perfect the flesh, what does
the Apostie mean by urging the saints
canse themselves from the fith
f the flesh? [le menns that we should
s New Creatures, be discournged
ind say that, because we cannot hope
to artain perfection in the flesh. thére-
fore we will make no endeavors Io
thar direction He wishes us to un-
derstand that It is the Lord's will that
we fight agalust the wenknesses of the
fesh with a rwo-fold purpose
1y That we may graduoally cleanse
ourselves—gradually become more and
more what the Lord would have us be
f what we should like to be our-

selves

ness

Hest

(<) Additionally, this fight nza'nst sin
the tlesh will make us strooger and
stronger as New Creatures, {n the spir-
it of our minds. It Is this firmness,
this determination, this positiveness of
the New Creature againgt sin and for
rightenusness that God desires. Those
who develop It are called “overcom-
ers,” and all of thelr experiences in
these trials and battlings against the
workl, the flesh and the Adversary,
are designed to wake them “strong im
the Lord and in the power of his
might.” Their experiences are so or-
dered and directed as to lead themn to
more and more of faith in God and
obedience to him. lo order to be ac-
ceptable, they must reach the place
where they love righteousness and
bhate iniguity—in-equity
Christian Filthiness of Spirit.

The word spirit In the Bible and In
ordinary language Is used in a variety
of senses. In our text it does not sig-
nify that the saints, as spirit belngs,
are fithy and weed cleansing. Quite
to the contrary, the New Creature, be-
Botte f the spirit, Is holy, pure, But
as the New Creature must use the
body of flesh until it receives the New
louly, 0 It must nse the braln or mind
of the flesh wherewith to do Its think-
ing and reasoning, until that which s
periect shall be attained in the “First
Resurrection.” The Apostie’'s means
Ing. therefore, is that the salnts should|
uot only put away flthiness of words)
and actions, and all sympathy with
Impurity of every kind, but that thelr
minds (thelr thoughts) also should be
pure, should be cleansed of everything
not fully In sympathy and accord with
the mind of Christ Nor are we to
suppose that this work Is purely God's
work In us. It Is his to forgive the
gins of the past. It Is his to cleanse
us from all condemnation of the past.
It is his to cover through Christ all of
our uniotentiopal blemishes. It Is hin
to encourage by his promises. Buoe It
Is ours to show our loyalty to the prin.
ciples of his Word and character h»
putting away, to the extent of our
adbllity, all flthinesa of the flesh and
spirit.
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