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The morning paper and the interests it represents are con-
tinually talking about the increased debt of the city, due to the
methods, so it is charged, of the present administration. And
yet that paper refuses to state how much the increased general
fund debt amounts to and what the money it represents was ex-
pended for.

As a matter of fact the $40,000 or $50,000 of increased
debt is due to the fact that the city paid that amount for paving
street intersections, and that this one item alone explains the
whole thing.

We all know that the paving of the streets was the best work
Eugene ever did. There is not a single person in the city who is
sorry the work was done, and even the morning paper points
with pride to the city's six miles of hard surface pavement.
Then it very inconsistently berates the mayor and councilmen
for spending the money that was necessary to insure this im-
provement. It has knocked and hammered at the city's credit
and misrepresented the facts until further improvement of our
streets has been held up this year and the credit of the city im-
paired, when it should be gilt-edged.

All this has been done, and is being done, in the interest of
persons and corporations who have selfish interests to subserve,
It is a rule or ruin program that is already affecting the growth
and prosperity of the city and causing grave apprehension

among those who have the real welfare of the city at heart. Iff

Eugene is to become a real city the people must pull together;
must continue to improve the streets, make public improvements
and show their faith by their works. It will be a hard pull for a|
few years—it always is when a town reaches the stages Eugene
has reached—the public debt will be increased and taxes will be
high. If, however, the determination of the people is strong|
enough the ultimate results will justify the labor and repay the
cost that progressiveness entails. The history of the upbuilding
of every city in the West tells the same story, for cities as a rule
are built by the exercise of energy on the part of their people;
and the process is quite frequently slow and laborious, as the|
building up of a great commercial enterprise, in the process of |
which the promoters frequently have to ““hang on by their teeth"
for years.

Eugene has apparently reached 2 crisis in its history. If the
knockers and the non-progressive clements are to be placed in
control it will have no street paving and no public improvements
of any character. The attempt to give the people municipal
power and light and a better water supply will be abandoned,
and the city will settle back into the old rut from which it was
lifted three or four years ago by a somewhat mysterious coal-
escing of the progressive elements in the community, after years
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time if the people of Lane county give the company the encour
agement and assistance it deserves,
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of non-progressiveness.

The question is whether this awakening is to crystallize as a|
permanent, persevering movement to build up a city, or whether
it was merely one of those transient crazes which come anng!
unexpectedly and as suddenly die out, leaving only a memory |
of their existence.

If the people endorse the criticisms of the administration for
having expended money upon street paving, and accept the idea |
that we must curtail expenses by putting a stop to all public im- |
provement, Eugene will soon be back in the class of towns that
visitors remember most by their muddy streets, empty houses, |

low rents—and low taxes,

SAFE AND SANE FOURTH

Portland is endeavoring to pass a city ordinance that will
guarantee a safe and sane celebration on the Fourth of July.
Recently Mayor Gaynor, of New York city, declared that the
use of explosives would be prohibited in the metropolis on such
occasions, and all over the country there is a movement in the
same direction.

Every observance of the national birthday has been followed,
throughout the length and breadth of the land, by a demand that
the frightful toll of life and limb, due to reckless use of explo-
sives, shall be curtailed. The agitation is usually contempora-
neous with immediate statistics, and then subsides until a few
days before the next celebration, when its revival is too tardy
to be effective. she A

In Washington, D. C., which has a most stringeat ardinance,
rigidly enforced, almost a Sabbath stillness reigned lagt Fourth
of July, yet the celebration was beautiful and patriotic, and press
and people were unanimous in praise of i,

The adoption of a similar ordinance in Eugene would resuit
in minimizing the danger from cxplosives, will prohibit a carna-
val of nose, and will make possible a celebratoin which will per-
guade every young American that noise and patriotism are not
synonymous.

Of course, an ordinance is worthless unless supported by
public sentiment strong enough to make it effective, In the in-
terest of true patriotism and to the end that not another human
life may be jeopardiezd, popular support should be enlisted in
favor of a rigid enforcement of the ordinance.
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AMERICAN EXTRAVAGANCE

[

Does the average American family throw away enough every
day to set the table of a family in almost any other country?
Walter Graham, in the New York Observer, tells how he recently
made a practical test of this often repeated statement, and de-
voted several days to the not very agreable task of visiting and
inspecting the New York garbage cans. Everywhere, he says,
he found the same thing—that enough is thrown away in New
York every day to feed the starving in North China and India.
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oF losson menttoned by our Lord when
he declares that Jonah's experien *‘
In the grave—the belly of the fish, and
his therefrom—foreshadowed
his own experiences In the tomb and
his resurrection In power and great
glory on the third day,
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