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THE MINISTER’S DUTY

The alleged confession of Ray Lamphere, now dead, as given 
in a St. Louis paper, bas again torn open the famous Gunness 
murder farm case of LaPorte, Ind., and it brings into prorvnencc 
tbe question, “Should a minister hold as sacred a confession 
made to him as a pastor, when by divulging it he could clear fo; 
the commonwealth a criminal mystery?” Lamphere, convictedl 
of binning the Gunness house, but not of murdering the in I 
mates, is said to have confessed to Rev. E A. Schell, formerly of 
LaPorte, now of Burlington, Iowa, but the minister has stead 
lastly refused to reveal the confession, and Lamphere was sup 
posed to have died with no other confidant than Mr. Schell. But 
now comes a sensational story that confession was made to an-1 
other, name not given. According to this, Lamphere had been 
used by Mrs. Gunness to lure men to her farm, or to aid her, al­
though he took no direct part in the crimes. Finally they quar­
reled over money matters, and she orderui him from the farm, 
where he was employed as an ordinary work hand. That after­
noon she put her money in the bank, and that night while drunk 
he went to the house with the intention of robbing her. He in­
tended to kill no bne, but chloroformed Mrs. Gunness and the 
children. Ho was unable to linn the money, but a lighted candle i 
he carried about evidently started the fire, which broke out after! 
Lamphere left, and the greatest female criminal of this age was 
burned to death with the innocent little ones. Of this Lamphere 
apparently did not know until the next morning.'

Ihe prison officials do not believe the alleged confession 
which also gives some information on one or two missing men 
not before known to haye died on the Gunness farm. The Rev 
Mr. Schell in all probability knows whether it is straight or not. j ( 
his belief as a minister, that he should forever hold the se­
cret, the correct one, or is it his duty as a citizen to aid the law­
laying bare the criminal story confided to him?

HAWLEY DOING GOOD WORK.

Congressman Hawley is doing good work in securing the at­
tention of the government to the necessity of making the Wil­
lamette river navigable as far as Eugene. If he should accom­
plish this object alone his services will be worth many times the 
salary he draws, because water transportation would result 
at once in the.emancipation of the Willamette valley from the 
railroad monopoly which has for years drained its resources and 
retarded its development. It would bring lower freight rates,! 
benefiting farmer and business man alike and stimulating every 
line of industry.

Mr, Hawley has cusseeded in getting into the committe a 
provision providing for a survey of the entire Willamette River 
from Oregon City to Eugene. However, he found in the report 
of the Chief Engineers for 1904, a revised project for the im-; 
provement of the river was submitted by the local engineer s 
office at Portland, and that the recommendation in that report 
would be accepted now by the Engineer's office at Washington.! 
This provides for an appropriation of $25,000 for the construc­
tion of a revetment at Salem and $27,000 for a similar purpose 
at Albany, or rather opposite these two cities at points where 
the river threatens to break through the lov -nds and do irre- 
material way.

This is a good beginning and shows that congressman Hawley 
is working along lines that will benefit h,s constituents in a 
natural way.

THE STRANGE SWOPE CkoE

at Kansas City, Mo., offers some rather 
line of daily crime as recited in the daily

throughout Finland, and the fierce Cossacks arc being sent in to 
hold the people in permanent subjection.

Taxes and troubles go band in hand. Not that they should 
but because they do. Humanity is most “touchy” where its' 
pocketbook is affected. America once fought out the old issue 
in bloody warfare, but now we are content to settle it front 
time to time with wrangling* of our law-makers. Finland is not 
powerful enough to have any real say in its present trouble, and 
so it will be forced to yield to Russia's heavy tax and at the 
same time has lost whatever privileges it formerly possessed 
under the despotic rule of the czar's government. “Man's in­
humanity to man makes countless thousands mourn.”

The South Eugene Improvement Club will meet tonight, and 
:t is quite likely that the fate of the proposed street railway loep 
around College Hill will be decided. The soliciting committee 
still has about $15,000 to raise, and only united effort on the 
part of the property owners will secure this big improt Aient.

The latest bulletin of the U. of O. is evidence that Professor 
id his assistants have made wonderful progress with the 

musical department of that institution. The course of study is 
very complete, and the teachers among the best in the country

Some professor comes forward with the word that Mars has 
been experiencing a snowstorm and blizazrd. Strange coinci­
dence; only the other night we thought we heard a sleighbell in 
that direction. .

And now the interstate commerce commission may get after 
the express companies. In which event the government officials 
will likely have to pay about a dollar an ounce for expressing 
their opinions. ;

The retail merchants of Oregon will meet in Eugene tomor­
row, and all our citizens should unite in the effort to entertain 
them, so that they may carry away a good impression of our city.
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SPRINGFIELD
BETTER TELEPHONE 

SERVICE IS GREATLY 
DESIRED AT SPRINGFIELD

Commerc* .1 Club Takes Matter 
Up at Meeting Last Night 

The Plant is Out of Date

ni

The Springfield Commercial Club 
held a long session last evening with 
a large number of lite business men 
preseni, there living probably 35 out 
which Is a i< < ord attendatici’. Com 
tnltti'V reports occupied 
of the tilin', but some n 
was brought up. nmol : 
the matter of better tv 
vice. It sei ms th it at v 
nre no less than 2 tn stibsi 
J' Bues on the Springt:'’
and in one instance ther 
phones on one line.

"I he city has simply c 
service, for with a populii 
lile timt of two years ag< 
the same small swltclilioa 
ways has been crowded I 
liiere is delà' and trouble in th ■ si r 
vico Is not dm' to the opeiators, fol 
the operators were praised on nil 
sides for the attention they give un 
der the adverse cln umstain-es. Tin re 
is no question tint wli.it the Pacific 
Stall's Telephone Company will an 
swer the club's request foi better ser 
vice, and it Is said that w lien an Ini- 
provt ment is made the automatic call 
system used tn Eugene will replace 
the antiquated svsteiu that Spring 
field now has
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jnent to the distress of the pool 
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Late today the 
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city caunell and the Booth Kelly 
More I ii.l t

The committee on light streamers 
reported that they had secured the 
same rate ns Eugene hm. which is "> 
cents a month per light. There will 
be 170 lights In seven strings, which 
burn every night. The expense of In­
stalling the streamer* w ill be paid by 
the merchants, but the commercial 
club Is to pay for the •’juice.” 
reeport was favorably accepted, 
work of making and stringing 
lights will begin nt once.

Korol Matter*
The committee to Investigate 

condition of file road up the river 
reported progress. Burts of the road 
have been gone over and It wan found 
to lx' as bad as reported The matter 
Is sort of nt a standstill nt present, 
waiting upon the residents of that 
vicinity to take action. They are ex­
pected to organize and petition the 
county court.

The member* of the rnmmlfi 
tee for the promotion of the new 
schoolhouse are awaiting the meeting 
of the school board early next month

—
And now there must be rearrangement of the stars on Old 

Glory to admit the new states of New Mexico and Arizona. The 
old original thirteen stars are not so lonesome as they used to be

---------------------------- |
Ye gods! A white man has been arrested in Louisville. Ky , 

for robbing a negro's henroost. The eternal fitness of things cer- 
tainly got out of bed wrong side foremost that day.

There should be a strong pull made to secure the district 
fair for Eugene again next fall. We have had it but twice since 
the district was organized, and are entitled to it.

Street paving and cement walks constitute one of the most 
effective methods of “boosting” the permanent growth of a city. 
Eugene people should not lose sight of this fact.

Three West Point cadets are to be dismissed for ha’’ng. 
They'll probably look rather sheepish for brave soldiers when 
they walk in home with their doll rags.

COMMERCIAL CLUB
TO FIGHT CREATION

J MAIN SEWER FOR

OF NESMITH COUNTY
Committee of Twenty Citizens 

Will Go to Roseburg Meet­
ing in February

FAIRMOUNT UP BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL
—

Special Meeting Held Last 
Evening and Adjourned Ses­

sion This Forenoon
At the monthly meeting of the1 

Commercial Club last night C. S Wil­
liams was directed to name a com­
mittee of twenty to go to Roseburg 

Ion the last Saturday in February to 
‘ confer with like committees from 
Roseburg, Springfield, Junction City, 
Coburg and other communities to ar­
range to fight the movement to create 
Nesmith county out of the southern

The city council met in special ses­
sion last evening to dispose of an ac­
cumulation of regular business.

A petition was presented by the 
property owners of Fairmount for the! 

■ construction of a main sewer In that 
portion of the <ltv.

• and Mr. Svarverud 
council in its behalf.
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HILL AiJD HARRIMAN

The Swope case 
novel features in the 
press. Last October Thomas H. Swope, millionaire and es 
teemd public benefactor, died of supposed apoplexy, and his
nephew and heir, Christian Swope, died apparently of the same 
affliction about that tim. Now come the heirs with the state-1 
ment that they believe both men were poisoned and murdered in) 
order to gain the wealth of the dead millionaire, and the whole 
estate will be used if necessary to convict the guilty one. They 
charge also that typhoid fever germs were introduced into the 
food in order to kill the eight members of the Swope family, and 
thus remove all the direct heirs, and shift the fortune into the 
desired channel. The suspect is said to be a man of high stand­
ing, and with friends of wealth who will stand by him. He is be­
ing held under surveillance day and night by detectives, it is 
claimed, and when an examination of the dead men’s stomachs 
is completed he probably will be arr^k ed.

The sensation the arrest will cause is being proclaimed in 
advance as a big one. Let 'er come; sensations don't get too big 
for the American public.

SEEDS 0= WAR
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Tlie Willamette rlveer bridge at 
Springfield Is In very bad shape 
There are several hole* in the plunk­
ing; at this end two planks are 
warped so as to stand nearly on end. 
The whole bridge Is covered with 
mud, w hich Is not only very dlsagr.....
able for pedestrians, lint amounts to 
considerable weight upon the bridge 
The matter was taken up at length 
before the commercial dull last night 
and they will bring it before the 
county court.
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Under thn term*
tile I A.x.'il. or the ... _ ..._____
at Cedilo In the Oregon Trunk l.ln 
I* arranged amicably, 
the Io wet and 
been agree, I 
Crooked rivi 
all right of 
■Madia* swept

iMr. Van Boskirk 
addressed the 
The matter was *>«*»1111111 VUUULV Olli Ml I lie BUUlUri II _ . .

porttnaof Lane and the northern Por:lXW^XaCOB’m,,'tt a"d 

I City Engineer Waggoner reported 
his investigations on the re-grading 
of Franklin street to prevent an over­
flow of the mill race, and estimated 
the cost to be $600. Mr. Bogue, one 
of the property owners interested In 
this project reported that nearly $100 
had l*en raised by property owners 
to apply on this work, and urged that 
something be done.

The council was favorable to this 
improvement, provided it be done 
without expense to the city. The mat­
ter was referred to the street com­
mittee and city attorney for their 
investigation before any action be ta­
ken.

The council adjourned at this time 
to meet again at 19:30 a. rn today. 

Tills M
At this morning's meeting the 

council continued routine business.
A petition for grading and gravel­

ing both alleys in the block between 
Tenth and Eleventh and Pearl and 
High streets was read and referred to 
the street committee.

Citizens of Fairmount presented a 
petition for an arc light at the in­
tersection of Fifteenth street and Or­
chard avenue. This was referred to 
the fir, and water committee.

Another petition for an arc light at 
Thlrtwnth and Ferry streets was re­
ferred to the same committee.

C. F. Working was granted permis­
sion to lay a temporary plank walk 
along the west side of Adams street 
instead of the regulation sidewalk 
recently ordered put In.

Wesley Pennington'* request for a 
reduction on paving assessment 
against his property ci West Eighth 
street was granted. J. M. Martin 
presented a like request, which was 

_ referred to the street committee and 
jetty attorney for Investigation,

The council Instructed the street 
| commissioner to have A. C. Mathews 
gravel a private alleyway on his 
property on East Eleventh street 
used for teaming, and at present in 
bad condition.

The annual reports of the city fire 
chief, water collector, city library and 
city treasurer were read and placed 
on file.

A communication from the govern- ’ 
ment superintendent of construction 
was read in which lie reported that, 
the city’s plan for the grounds and 
planting of shrubbery about the new .

tion of Douglas. Mr. Williams will 
name his committee probably tomor­
row. president Thompson, who is 
county judge. d«*llning to take part 
In the county division controversy. i 

Judge Thompson’s stand on this 
question provoked a live discussion. 
C S. Williams and E. M. Wilkins con­
tending that the judge and commis­
sioners should lead the fight against 

_ ! the proposed dismemberment of Lane 
’ (ounty. while Col. .1. M. William* de­

fended the judge. Finally 
agreed that C. S. Williams 
■ ante the committee.

Board of Goveraors.
At a meeting of tbe board 

* ernors of the club last night 
| mittee consisting of Manager Free­
man and F. M. Wilkins was named 

1 to attend the matter of erecting an 
' electric light sign across Willamette 
I street at the depot, displaying the 
, name ’’Eugene.” A committee con- 
I slsting of Robert McMurphey, L. R. 
Flint and F. R. Wetherbee, was 
named to attend to the matter.of 
planting the same letters in flowers 
on the south slope of the batte.

Manager Freeman gave an outline 
of the exploitation work planned by 
the promotion department for the 
present year.
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MAN WHO SHOT BROWN' S
TAME WOLF IS SUED

FOR $800.00 DAMAGES

Allan Boutin, of Bayfield, 
sin, son of Frank Boutin, a 
aire timber man well known 
ber circles, Is In Springfield, 
Oregon by his father to learn the tim­
ber situation here and lumber busi­
ness of this coast. The next year he 
will spend in the mountains with tim­
ber cruisers In this vicinity or work­
ing in various saw mills He Is a 
cousin of .Mrs. Harry Stewart, and Is 
now stopping at Mr. Stewart’s home

Steps are being taken to have Har­
ry Clark, stepson of Mr. Pennine, 
care.! for at the expense of the coun­
ty. The boy is afflicted with tuber­
culosis, and It is feared that It Is a 
hopeless case.

Clark & Washburne have nearly 
3000 peach trees, which they will 
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tract up the
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Springfield Brevities
O. Kattrln, the photographer, ye -I

postoffice building v.as Impracticable 
and thiit the government'a original 
plans would be carried out.

Several other minor matters were 
attended to ami the coiricll adjourn 
ed to meet Wednesday at 3:30 p. m 
for the completion of the btisint'S* In 
hand.
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IJbrnray Report

A summary of the library Teport 
is as follows:

Actual Increase of books, 448; to­
tal number of books on hand. 3872; 
circulation during the past year, 27,’- 
«51 . an Increase of 3*85 over liie pre­
ceding year. The number of patrons 
registered to December llth, 1909 
was 3595, as against '«so |n 1908 
tin increase of 915 for the year

Foial receipts from all sources dur­
ing 1909, $2183.97; total «'Xpendi-
tures 11*52 47; balance In treasu- 
,ury 1851.90.

Il iter Coll,‘ctor's Report
The report of City Water Collec­

tor Kiiiimons showed the following: 
Total coll, < te,i during lhe year, |20,- 
271 99; paid io city 1 r< aruCer,' |20^-

William Brown, the man from St. 
Johns, N. F., who recently arrived 
here on a trip around the world with 
four dogs and a tame gray wolf, to­
day instituted suit In the circuit 
court against Dr. C. W. Southworth, 
of this city, for damages In the sum 
of |800 for killing Brown's wolf. 
Guard readers will recall the story 
In an Issue of this paper one day 
last week that Dr. Southworth, 
thinking the wolf was wild, shot and 
killed If, while it was wandering 
iround the street near the doctor's 
home at the corner of West Ninth 
and Lincoln streets. The wolf was 
"en a f< w minutes before with one 

| of Dr. Southworth’s chickens in Its 
mouth, but. Jiad dropped it before the 
d .c'or shot, he said. L. M. Travis 
and .M. Vernon Parsons aro attor­
neys for Brown.

Taxes, the old, old issue that in o”e form or another has 
started nearly every war since the world was peopled, has now 
cost Finland what little liberty it possessed, and lroop3 of Cos- 
racks are being rushed in to completely cri’sh the last vestige 
cf Finr.-'ch Independence. For c. certury Finland has been under 
Russian dominion, but has in 3 w y had home government and 
had fared fairly well under the czar’s control. But recently 
there has been some stirring around that ha3 created a feeling 
of open enmity, and when Russia made a demand for several mil­
lion dollars from Finland for coast protection in which Finland' 
was supposed to be interested, the Fins promptly refused to 
stand for the taxation. Russia would brook no such insubordi­
nation, and promptly brought about a dissolution of the home 
governing body. Now she is constructing barracks for troops

242.39; 
balance, 
January

refunded, 53 icnts; rash to 
1152.57; balance on hand 
1, 1910, 12250.
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