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WORLD S LONGEST RAILROAD.

This country has already become familiar with wireless tel­
egraphy, hipless women, betless racetracks, brainless officials, 
conscienceless bankers and insurance companies and merciless 
landlords. The other day a novelty in the -less line was intro­
duced to New York in the shape of a ribless steamer, which ar­
rived in port from England. It was the steamer Craston Hall, 
built after a new principle, the so-called Isherwood system. 
The steamer has no ribs like other craft, but the heavy frame­
work runs longitudinally, thus giving .as it is claimed, strength 
to the whole rather than the transverse frames, 
is 3 90 feet long and is reported as having stood 
first trans-Atlantic trip exceedingly well.
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city the other 
day in consequence of eating biscuits in which lye instead of 
baking powder has been used. Optimists may emphasize the 
fact that the lye used in the preparation of the biscuits made the 
latter fatal, but those who have served even a comparaively 
short term of boardinghouse know better. They know that all 
biscuits are noxious, some of them more, some less; but the 
overwhelming majority of them is bound to become fatal if in­
dulged in habitually. The fatal ending is merely a question of 
time and dose.

An old man and his wife died in an Eastern
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been robbed by Its own 
Kailroad Detective Kllley has been 
camping among the freight cars for 
some time, and us a result of his 
vigilance he found two seta of har­
ness iu the room of one of the brake­
men. which had been stolen from a 
car One of the brakemen made a 
confession of the robbery and he im­
plicates !7 others In the steal. It 
seems that there was a regular or­
ganised gang among certain rail 
road men. Their names are now 
known by the railroad detectives and 
it Is only a question of time until 
the entire gang will be brought 
Justice.
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If the Cape-to-Cairo railroad is completed—and it is more 
than half finished now—the world's longest railroad will be in 
Africa, according to the Baltimore Sun. Then the men who 
have had a passion for girding the globe will have a new inter­
est in life. In eleven days after he begins the journey in a lux­
uriously appointed vestibuled train from Cairo he will arrive, 
if all goes well, in Cape Town. South Africa, a distance of ap­
proximately 6000 miles from his starting point in Egypt, 
about three years, it is estimated, the Cape-to-Cairo trunk 
will be in operation. But there is a stretch of 2 500 miles 
tween Khartoum, in the Egyptian Soudan, and Broken Hill,
present terminus of the railroad in Rhodesia, on which not a 
mile of track has yet been laid.

The estimated cost of completing the Cape-to-Cairo rail­
road is $1,000,000,000. The financial problem seems to pre­
sent more difficulties than the engineering. South Africa has 
vast treasures of gold and precious stones, and the men who 
control its mineral wealth are the dominant influence in the syn­
dicate organized to complete the long connecting link of 2500 
miles between Khartoum and Broken Hill. That this railroad, 
traversing Africa from north to south, will be a profitable en­
terprise in a business sense is doubtful. But it appeals to the 
imagination of many Britons who are imbued with the imperial 
spirit. This stupendous project was the conception of Cecil 
Rhodes, who died in 1902, when the accomplishment of his pro­
ject seemed very remote, if it should ever be consummated. It 
is doubtful whether Mr. Roosevelt will find in all Africa any­
thing more interesting and edifying than the extraordinary de­
velopment which Cecil Rhodes inspired.

The Prineville Journal is inclined to be sarcastic in the fol­
lowing reference to Colonel E. Hofer s fight for the “rights of 
the press:” “The Salem Journal is after the scalp of Labor 
Commissioner Hoff for levying an assessment of $5 annually on 
the Journal s plant when placing it on the factory list. This 
paper is not familiar enough with the fectory-inspection law 
to pass an opinion upon the Journal's grievance, but if the office 
is conducted along the same lines as other print shops in the 
Willamette Valley, where they take a seven dollar job for $1.25 
in order to keep some other shop from getting the work, the 
levy is a rank injustice and would soon bust the office.”
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THE WEST FOR WESTERNERS

There is scarcely enough western loyalty to the West. Not 
enough, certainly, to help very materially the country west of 
the Mississippi. Chicago is making a big complaint that the 
wealth of the west is going in a steady stream to New York 
City. The commercial organizations of the windy city are 
pointing out that all the big catch-penny schemes in the United I 
States, draining the country, are in New York.

Insurance is pointed out as a non-industrial proposition, 
which annually takes $400,000,000 from the nation, straight 
as thè crow flies, into New York, where it stays.

There is merit in the claim, although Chicago's activity 
arises from a spirit equally as selfish as in New York's. When 
the west begins to conserve its revenue, it will not be necessary 
to depend so entirely on the east for the financing of its pro­
jects.

What the itinerant theatrical companies take out of the 
west every year has never been computed, but this is also an 
enormous sum.

Chicago's idea is all right, but the campaign looks very ; 
much like the forerunner of the organization of an insurance 
company in the windy city. It makes little difference to Ore­
gon whether or not the money goes to New York or Chicago;! 
either is far enough away to assure its continued absence.

Coos Bay is seemingly thoroughly aroused over its new rail­
road movement, and the spirit shown there might well be emu­
lated in Eugene. The Marshfield Daily Times says: “More 
enthusiasm is now shown over the project than at any time since 
its inception. Today a number of local people who own consid­
erable property here have been talking of starting a bonus fund. 
One man has promised to give at least $10,000 as soon as the 
road is completed and several have indicated that they would 
give $5,000 or upwards apiece. A prominent Roseburg man 
stated the other day that he was confident that Roseburg would 
grant a bonus of $150,000 or $200,000 for the road. With 
these pledges in sight, little difficulty in financing the project 
is anticipated, when the survey and right-of-way is secured.”

Irrigation is beginning to command the attention it deserves 
the Willamette valley. There will be a big meeting at Har-in

risburg to further the movement this afternoon, and the promo­
ters of the McKenzie valley project are active in their efforts to 
bring arrangements up to the point of actual construction. The 
Guard believes that irrigation would increase land values here 
four-fold, and that if a single one of the proposed project^ is 
carried out, it will prove an object lesson that will result in the 
putting of practically the entire valley under ditch within ten 
years.
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Emma Goldman and the other apostles of anarchism find it 
rather difficult work to disseminate the teachings and dogmas 
of their destructive creed. In Patterson and a few other of 
their strongholds in New Jersey the propagandists of anarchism 
can do as they please; they may even lecture upon the best 
methods of making bombs; but there is little to be gained by 
such lectures, where nearly every man in the audience is an an­
archist or a smypathizer with anarchism. The propagandists 
have to seek other fields to make converts and that is where the 
trouble begins. A meeting in New York before which Emma 
Goldman tried to deliver one of her characteristic lectures was 
rudely broken up by the "minions of the law.” The audience, 
disappointed to the verge of a riot by this intervention of the 
police, was dismissed with the assurance that the lecture would 
be given in Orange at a later date. But it seems that the ad­
mirers of Emma will have no chance to make use of their rain- 
checks, as the authorities of Orange have announced they would 
not permit such a meeting to be held.

Jim Hill, the raiiroad builder, may be a wise guy, just as he 
is cracked up to be, but he has the human tendency to err in 
many things. Not three years ago he was telling the people 
that business had grown and would continue to grow to such an 
extent that the railroads of the country would find it impossible 
to handle the freight and passenger traffic offered them. Yet 
for two years past this same Jim Hill has bedn hustling hard to 
find use for his thousands of idle cars and has not been suc­
cessful. Three years ago he was simply carried off his feet by 
a period of abnormal business expansion, just as many others 
of lesser prominence were.

Eugene will grow right along if the people who live here do 
their full duty toward the community. There should be a city 
of at least 25,000 or 30,000 population in the Upper Willam­
ette valley—and we can make Eugene that city if we choose 
to do so. All that it is necessary for the people to do is to be 
loyal to their city, pin their faith to it, and invest their money 
at home.

■—

The ambitious schoolboys dabbling in wireless, to the dis­
comfiture of the sure-enough, wireless operators in the service 
of the commercial companies, have come in for much criticism 
recently for "butting in where they have no business to meddle. 
Now these boys have an opportunity to do a little crowing. One 
of them, a boy of fifteen, proved the other day that even med­
dlesome amateur boy wireless operators may be useful under 
certain conditions. The regular operator on the Mallory line 
steamer Mueces became sick in Tampa and had it not been for 
a boy belonging to the fraternity of the amateur wireless oper­
ators, the steamer would have been compelled to continue its 
voyage to New York without anybody in charge of the wireless 
outfit on board.

It is reported that a man in Kentucky has invented or dis­
covered some chemical process by which whisky can be divested 
of its intoxicating effect, without materially interfering with its 
taste and exhilarating effect. The story sounds a trifle fishy and 
the fact that it originated in Kentucky can not be accepted as 

: a guarantee of its truthfulness. But if it is true, the inventor 
of the process can find a lucrative field for exploiing his inven­
tion in—well, about any old place except Eugene.

Again there are prospects of the extension southward of 
the Oregon Electric railway, now operating between Portland 
and Salem. It is to be hoped this report is true, because most 
of all other things the Willamette valley needs railroad devel­
opment. In the meantime, we of Eugene must keep on hustling 
for another road into the city from some direction. The rail­
road magnates help those who help themselves.

The Guard has just received the May number of the Univer­
sity of Oregon Bulletin, which announces the summer school to 
be held at the University from June 28 to August 6. The an­
nouncement is important to teachers of Oregon in that the sum­
mer session in conducted practically free of charge in their in­
terest at a time when it is possible for them to attend. In the 
past the larger part of those attending have been teachers. The 
University believes that it can extend its advantages of library

No reason to be surprised by the fact that the press ia not I 
to any noticeable extent defending the senate tariff bill—edit­
ors all know that it will be a different bill when it gets out of 
conference, and prefer to wait and see before committing them­
selves.

The Eugene-Springfield electric line is paying good 
dends. This shows what our capitalists are missing by 
building more suburban roads in the valley.
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It is hard to keep some men in the “has been” class, 
is Joe Simon scheduled for election of mayor of Portland today.
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570 576 Olive St.

Blacksmithing

Phone Red 642 1

Tires Set. Cold Wear Longer

The work turned out by us with the new inven­
tion known as the

Hydraulic Edge Grip Tire SetXer

Gives better satisfaction than the old way of setting 
tires. The cost is no more. The tire will 
stay set longer.

The Felloe is not Burned

Which means the wheels give longer and beeter 
service. We would be pleased to have you call 
and see the Machine. For better tire service try the

Hyrauiic Tire Setter

It is always our effort to please our customers

All Work Guaranteed


