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in and develop its resources. They are engaged in railway pro
motion for no selfish reason, but realize that me one must take
up the work or it will perhaps never be don« They have busi
jess interests and property nvestn its, like hundreds of others
which will be increased in value if a railway can be built that will
put Eugene in touch with navigable water. That of itself will
give the city lower freight rates and assure its future as a job

bing centre for a large territory. More than this fact, even,
to be considered the development of the lumbering, dairy and
fruit industries of the country traversed by the road, all of which
will naturally build up the commercial interests of Eugene., A
perusal of the prospectus referred to will be sufficient to impress
these facts upon the minds of our readers

This road will be a dividend payer from the time cars are op
erating fifteen miles out of Eugene; it will pay better than any
gimilar line in the West when it reaches tidewater It is a safe
and sane plan for the investment of surplus capital at home. The
local banks could well afford to buy its stocks and bonds, just as
such institutions did in northern Ohio to build the network of
electric roads which doubled the population of Cleveland in a
few years and made cities out of country towns throughout that
region.

Build this railway and the men who are projecting the Ore
gon Electric road up the valley from Salem, and Mr. Harriman,
with his contemplated extension across the mountains, will sit
up and take notice—and then our transportation troubles will
be at an end

Has Lane county the money with which to build this rail
way? A foolish question when we consider that its probable
c¢ost will not be more than a million and a half, and that the bank
deposits of Eugene alone total three million dollars. And it is
not necessary to depend entirely upon local capital. The pro
moters have reached a point where they are confident that with
& permanent survey, which they are preparing to begin, and local
stock subscriptions of from $560,000 to $100,000 in Bugene and
.nlm.f{ the line, they will be able to secure ouiside capital to carry
the project to completion

There is not a single reason why any property owner of Lan
county should hesitate to buy stock in this company. They
should not even want to be solicited, but go to the members of
the company voluntarily with their pledeges of financial support

““The Eugene Way'' should he a highway of steel reaching to
tidewater—and the markets of the world

We reprint on this page today an article from “‘System,’’ the
great magazine devoted to business discussion, regarding the
new sphere of banks and other financial institutions in backing
such enterprises as tend to build up and develop the country and
its resources. The reasons given why local money should be
used to build electric roads through the country, branching out
from the commercial centres, are unanswerable. They apply to
Eugene and the Willamette Valley just as well as to Northern

Ohio, and emphasize the position taken by The Guard that an|

electric railway can be built to the Siuslaw without difficulty if
the people nf Lane county who are able to do so will come to the
assistance of the business men who have taken the enterprise
hand. The way to build such a railroad is to build it
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If he council shall be permitted ¢ power plant
already begun, the city of Eugene will have an asset worth a
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The Italian orator
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