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From the corridor Horrigan stamped

inte the committee room, Walnwright
at his heels
“Well™ cried the boas deflantly, glar
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charge of bribery. Even now there are
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cape 18 impossible.”
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“You were listening at the keyhole
that day last summer broke in Hor
rigan the time 1 pulled the oMice door

open, and
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when ¢y came back from the vaults
as vouchers | stole them I've got
proofs 1 Tt you—proofs—of every
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n for nine vears I've secured proofs
Wf every step In this borough franchise
bribers ind 1've turnedd them all over
to the mayor here I'hat evidence will
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CHAPTER XVIII

NDER the maniae fury that
blazed from Thompson's eyes
Walnwright sbhrank back In

panie dread
“He's—he's mad!” erled the financler.

*Don’t let him at me!™

For Thompson seemed about to hurl
himself on his foe

“Go easy, son,” adjured "helan, lay-
ing a restraining hand on the secre
tary's shoulder,

The latter, recalled to himself by the |
| I'll send the party In here and see that

| nobody butts In on you till you want

pressure, relazed his tense, menacing
attitude and, with hysterical revulaion

of feeling, sank Into a chalr, burying |

his face In bis arms on the table before
Ll

“Nine horrible years!” he sobbed bro- |

kenly, “Nine awful
of debasement! Watching, hating,
longing to crush him, and, oh, the tlme

has come, thank God! Thank God!™

“Sou're all In, Ind!" muttered Phe
Inn, pusstag an arm about the shaking
youth and lifting him to his feet
“Come with me I'll send out and get
you a bracer.’

Thompson, exhausted by his emo
tions, obeyed mechanieally, but at the

farther door paused for a moment and
agnin Nxed his wild, bl
Walnwright's huggard face

" Remem ber,” thrent®ned, his
voloe expressionless, “when
you get out of jall I'U walting for
you. And as sure as God's justice lives
I'll kill you as I'd klll & dog! Nine
years walting and—I'll murder you ns
you murdered my”

oodshot eyes on

he
dead and
(T

Phelan had forced him over the
threshold, and the slamming of the
door behind the two seemed to break
the strange spell that had fallen on all

Walnwright  straightened hlmself,
glanced fearfully about, tried to re

gnln bis shaken composure and opened

years of slavery, |
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had a long line of carriages slow
behind it. Cheaty Dick, u i chum!™
Horrigan had turned hils back 1
victorious tormentor and was facing
the mayor
Bennett,” sald he, “you forget ['ve
still got that report about your father
and™

“Tomorrow’s papers will publish It*
supplementead Alwryn

No, they won't,” contradicted Hor-
rigan “‘That woald bad politics,
I'be report will hald over till™

You're mistaken,” Interrupted Ren-
“I've sent a copy of that
eport tday to every paper in the eity

be

nelt caimiy

\ bave accompanied It with a state-
t that 1 shall make good to the
Ly trensury every penay overcharged
wary and aqueduct contracts.
N
Horrigan was staring at him open
wouthed
“Bennett,” he muttered in genunine
wonderment, "I don't know whether
you're the erazlest fool or the clevereat
politiclan o the sta
*Your honor,” humbly pleaded Waln
wright, who for several minutes had
bw*en trying In vain to draw Bennett

aslde for n private word, “1 am an old

man Is there no way of—of showing
me mercy In my"

“Yes," retorted Alwyn “You shall
recelve exactly the same mercy you
have always shown to your own finan-
clal enemies—no more, no lesa,™

“OOh, ecut out the whine, Waln-
wright!" sneered Horrigan In high con-
tempt as he linked his arm In the
broken financier's and hauled him
roughly from the room. “What's hap-
pensd to your nerve? You're almost
ns bad as Gibbs.  You're still rich, and
as long as you've got plenty of cash no
law In Ameriea need ever bother you.
I'ere's lots of talk about indictments,
and arrests, and Ionvestigations, and
prosecutions, and all that sort of rot.
But I don't see any milllonalres golng
to jall, Come on across to my law-
yer's."”

The bosa and financler departed with-
out a backward look, leaving Phelan
and Bennett alone on the late scene of
battle

“Say, your honor,” observed the al-
derman slyly, “there's one very lmpor-
tant engagement you've clean forgot
81t right where you are a minute, an®

‘em to. Oh, but we dido’'t do a thing
to Horrigan! He'll have to wateh
which way hls toes point t¢ see wheth-
er he's goln' or comin'!”

The alderman sped on his hission,
leaving Alwyn seated alone, dejected,
miserable, o the deserted committee
roo

Now
heart
wion

that tee crisis was past his
wans strangely heavy. He had
Pt at what cost? At the loas of

nll he held dear

Alwyn Bennett knew, too, that the
real fight was but just begun—a fAght
that had waged since the world began
and must last to Judgment day—the
hopeleas, uphill  battle of decency
aguinst evil. of honesty against graft.

Horrigan's sneering words, 1 don't
| see any milllonalres golng to Jjall,”

his mouth to speak. But the hurried
entrance of Willlams prevented him

‘Mr. Horggan,” gasped the excited
newcomer I've been looking every
where for you!"

“What's wrong oow?' snapped the !
boss,  “Han”

“The Borough bill's come up at last
and”

“The gallery crowd's
the place? Then™

»

rough housing

"o, they're quiet an death
And they have long ropes
nging them over the

too qpulet

and they're

“Call In the police, then!™ ordered
Horrigan. “Now's the time for them.”™
“I don't dare.” protested Williams
“*Those men the gallery are desper
ate, They're dangerous i
“The police?™ lnterrupted Bennett |
sharply “What are you talking
a bout
My orders!” returred Horerigan. *1
sent for th I'ell them to™
I t do It!" commanded Beannett In
ang
I # | mn W Ams’’ counter
1 Horrigan Have them In
1
ter sed] | nett as the
i K left 1 aon 1 oth
0 | In i to m o to
t RO A\rEe f the o -
Mr Horriga LT f I bhim 1| LN
e pust keep bis men where they are

stuck disagrveably In the young may-
or's memory. Thelr brutal, bald truth
Jarred on his be-
lief In the inevl-
table trivmph of
‘iull. After all,
was the dreary,
self sacriticing
battle agninst an
uncongquerable
foe worth while?

Could the great
god graft ever
e checked In
his mastery of
the earth? [f—
A rustle of
skirts startied
Alwyn from his

dark thoughts,

“Dallas!™ be

cried, unbellev

Ing, as he sprang

to his feet half

‘ - dazzled at the

I love youI” she said. wondrous  light
that transformed her face.

Blowly she came toward him, her

glorious dark eyes on his, her white

hands outstretched In Irresistible ap-
peal. At last she spoke
“I love you!" she sald.
THE END.
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