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CHaArFT] Caont 1ed t vou a D0 per cent better chance with
— m—— — e e | bim. Now. then.” pulling a paper from
The antechamber door opened. and | bhis pocket, 1 told you about the re-
Willlams burried In |‘ rt | had Morris & Cherringtou dig
“1 got Ellis he reported He's | sut showing up Benoett's old man
here, and with siguilficant emphasis - | Here It s Llke to look It over while
“be’ll vote right!” I re waiting”
“Good ™ nssented Horrigan | Little enough good It seems to have
thought be'd come to time Now, for | 46 returned Walowright as they

Roberts and the thing's done.’

|
|

. ; s J': ree heads beut over the documenty

“The gallery In there Is jammed re He's stlll fighting us, tooth and oa
ported Willlams, Jerking his head | “Yen igresd Horrigan grimly, “huat
ward the aldermanic chamber I nev In s a satisfaction to know it lsn't only
er saw such a mob in the place be | ¢ he's fighting. He's cutting his own
fore.” 'I'lll' mt too.”

*That's what comes of all this news [
paper publicity.” growled Horrigan. “If | CHAPTER XIV
it wasn't for the papers the people 'd HE first committee roorg that
never make any trouble for us But ay to the right of Horrigan's
they read the news and then they get Mice—In the sawe relation to it
slily Ideas aboot thelr 'ri; and a as the sutechamber to the feft
lot of them come here to see they d t was usually given over to dry off
Eet swindled Lord! If the papers clul business, and ts musty walls minst
would only suspend publication for one | almost have experienced a  distinet
month. I'd guarantee to put the whole shock about this thme as Dallns Waln
state In my vest pocket. They're al- | right entered from the corridor lw
ways butting o to spoll the organiza- | pid  Bhe was wecompanied by "eiry
tlou's honest protits llow are the and by Phelan, who, jussing .!hu._u.."
erowd In the gulleries behaving ™ the corridor toward the aldermat

“*They're qulet” answered Willlams

chamber, had colllded with the brother

ol ety 3 s . r
uRsasily l”m qulet. T'hat's what and sister at the committee room door
bothers me. Fhey seem to be walting “Here's a good sight for sore eyes
fu: the lt:-rmuzh bill to NS Wiklswriabe ™ the sldsmuss wes

If they ralse any row, rush a mo saying with his best alr But s It

tion through to clear the galleries,” or
dered Horrigan,
“Nothing short of the police could

fuir to ask what brings such a bunch

of sunshiope Into an old p'itical shell

- ke this? 1'd as soon think of seeing

clear away t.ha'l blg erowd Horrigan at mass as to find you here.”
"Tl.’l.rn we'll have the police In to “1 want to attend the aldermen's
help meeting.” exclalmed Dalias. *1 have
“But” argued Willlama, “that would | 4 special reason. 8o | made Peery

mean a riot, and a lot of people would
get hurt.  All the newspapers tomor-
ow would”

“Never mind that. Go ahead and do
as you're told. At the first sign of dis
approval from the galleriea have the
maotion passed and turn the police loose
Understand ™

“All rlight,” acqulesced Willlams du-
blously and withdrew

Walnwright opened his mouth to pro
test, but Horrigan was already busy at
the telephone

bring me But at the door they told
us the gallery wus o crowded that we
couldn't”

“Never you mind the gallery, miss™
Interrupted I'helnn “It st meant
for the Hkes of you asuyway You
Just sit here a few minutes, an' 1
eatch an  attendant
make him hustle up n couple of good
chalrs for where
you can pipe everything just ke von

sotuewhers  an’

Hoor

vou on the n

were In your own op'rg box coppin’ off
A swuid of high (s

“Hello!" he called, *“I want 00 F “I'ha Yl i h, alderman,” re
» 1 1M . (11} iy Lecgl I derms -
000 I', Yes—yes. s that the eaptain? ited Dall el | GiE're . Bab. Bt
e UTNIITE IO W e 0 M
be went on a moment later. ‘““Then ting you | " 13 > ;
E vou 1o too much trouble
send him to the phone. Tell him Mr “wo b \ ir it |
()] ] " it n “wWel ]
Horrigan Hello, captaln!™ after an- | " ol S | b: '
. i i i i N i i I
other pause. “Yes, It's Horrigan At I -
the original tro e enter tesldes, the
city nall In the aldermanic chamber
. best 1o the house I8 none too good for
there's a mob, and we're lHkely to need tl " " 1
" A WIHs KO s e i
the police to qulet 'em You No. not I y v 1 : int"y In my
. . o | outings. So long I'll be right back.™
diet’ them. you fool Qulet’ them! Wi » ol
Yesn Bend us a sqund at double lek e it _.|I-II [TH, -I._-l- he Is mused
anl let the sergeant report to Willlams b I. 9 . H: 'r' I.h s '-";.'1 ity 4 r ’
(1] Hwslon g could take
Let the boys bring thelr night sticks i . : : e & S
weeks' course In slang and hot alr

and tell "em they're to take no ek
talk and not to be afrald to slug If it
comes to that, and | guess it will. Plek

| from that man I'd be able to sew but

tons on the whoele English language.”

" on't this - o e e
out the right sort to send. Yes. Of ; ‘[. a n Trt Ink 1\ u need \'- ry much
’ unitio ohseryvms wlls o g
course I'll back up anything they do k.l : ||r k. _-. f"._ Diallas . Jut it was
Bure, Rush ‘em. Goodby ' ind of Mr. Phelan to look after us. 1

ke him be"

“But™ Walnwrighit as ‘ '
‘Becansge he's

rigan hung up the recelver

began NHor

The boss Nennett

standing by
80 pluckily In this fight 7

cut him short. “I'll let that gallery “Mr. B 7

crowd see it ain't safe to luterfere with " .r-.- e et o e

my work " No? asked Perry In  lnnocent
| amaze I'hen | wasted a lot of good

“Hut," protested Walnwright., “sure

Iy 1t will not be necessary (o' cigarette n

mey eabling to you about

“To break heads? It probably will :Ir ey 0 “,‘:'.;’ B ek
Why not?™ e blg wash last summer for a
“ i vho ‘nothing” t y ‘
I'd rather use diplomatic tactics. ™ i r‘ k s ‘!1 ”: | 'r‘ ": . -‘1‘Ll

ure 0 AFE® SWads o ntelllgent In

“Diplomncy’'s n

gnme | never took
the trouble to learn

terest Look here, llttle girl,” he went

“But those people yoo're about to on. less flippautly, “what's the matter?
¢ . L ’ i
antagonize contral votes Has anything
“Yes. The peoy vy sontial No!" she broke in, with a miserable
| | Lahl | N 1o .
votes, but we counut them. See the air effort at cournge, “Nothing's the mnat
ference 7™ ter. 1'm perfectly happy. Why shouldn't
“But doesn't the law 1w rm it the pub 1 s An engaged girl |1s always"™
le to attend these meeting An eng vl ir he shouted In
“Unly so long as they behave high gles You don't mean to say
el ves If a few of 'em got I Wl Alwyn
they wou't be 80 ready next “¢ not 1 am engaged to
Al
butt In where they aren't wanted
1-'||“'“ 1 -lrl Ens "l'] '.hl‘ I 1 ! l” ‘,'I:‘.
" If that e t fo
The tinkle of the telephone bell ent 1 imt's  mean r a
st ever I
short the boss’ publie spirited remarks, | . L ever il
Horrigan unslung the recelver VerTy I vl N ¥ery
“Hello!™ he halled Who's O : 1o engaged
Roberts, eh ¥ ’ ‘I b
t 1id  the oclt
“Is It Roberts?™ cried Gibbs ex ’ : ot
edly
‘ 1 the night
1 1 I leron
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Mayor
Based on G6M Broadhurst's Successiful Play

alnt begun to
Benuett bad crossed to where Dallas

sizzle up yet™ o

stood Irresolute and. under cover of
Phelan's talk with Perry, sald to her,
with a certaln uncouscious stiffness

“l fear | was too taken aback by

your announcement the other evening
to remember to congratulate you, but

please belleve me when | say | wish
you every happiness in the new life
you have chosen.”

“Thank you -wvery much'" faltered
Dallas

There was an awkward pause; then
ehe sald

“You came In
thing I'm

here to

ufrald we are detalning

you You must be busy with your
nght against the Borough bill You
are quite determined to continue It t
the end’

I the bitter end he answered
1 erubly I } gh that end
(B i d r t K t bitterness f
e

I't st sh In his face movedd
1 is Lhan w dared confess
[ - | (] i [ f

I su ry," she sald softly.

| % the course | have chosen.”™ he
answered, with a shrug., “and i It
euds to eternal darkness lustead of
the sunlight | expected I must follow

It none the less."
“That Is sheer obstinacy,” she ecrled

battling aguinst her own heart's pas
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! clear a couple of people out and make

place for

“But we | i+ Beits protested Imn
s s W i ert
A 1s
LY
"
.‘ 1
| " " |*
here (= i
H'n ET L rigan in some
what nncomg t vy doubt
“T wi too'™ s p Perry
Horrigan nodded approval
“You'll be all right then,” sald he

“And now"

“You spoke of the police belng in the
aldermanic chamber,” sald Dallas
“What for?"

“To check any trouble the gallery

may make,” answered FHorrigan. *“This

man Bennett's stirred the people up
with a lot of his anarchistic reformn
| ldeas till they're crazy Some one's
liable to get # brokeu skull, and then
Bennett will have himself to thank.
Maybe when the police have ham-
mered a little sense Into folks' heads

slounte plea “You have lalkl out a
plan to ruin Mr. Gibbs, to deprive |
Perry and me of my own fortupe

to enrich
self by wmelllng
Borough stocs
short and ther
vetoing the bil
80 that the stk
would
You have done
all this, and yet
You talk of fol
lowlng your
abomivable
COUrse to the
end!"
“Dallas,” he

- ¥ our
‘an g

S
£ :
8 ‘ l

ol la e

\
l. e suld very qulet
| § =y ly, *“you don't

“<&%  understand, and
“Dallas," he sald very you refused to
quietiy, "you don'l trust me to ex

Ve riide rubaamad plain, so 1 can
BAY LO more But one day you may
learn the cruel mistake you are mak
ing

“Mistuke

I dou't mean that you are mistaken

n choosing Gibbs Instead of me, but
that you are wrong In your judgment
of what 1 m dolng I hope you will
uuderstand = day It will be too
ite to change anything then, but at
lenst | shall be set right In your eyes
And that means more to me than youa
CaAn ever Kknow Lioodby.’

He left the room abruptly, and Dal
lns stared after him, her brain awhirl
with confliicting thoughts

Fhere’'s a wan “in ten miliion, miss
volunteersd Phelan, breaking in on her
reveri i’ from the looks of that
bran new dJdink three-k spark omn
\ fluger | guess vou're wise to the
et

| enguged to Mr, Gihbs vplled
I'a

W th E o Phelan heck
g [ | ST
R [ \ t ] \

] ’ it | thesd ¥ 1
) . G 8 Is g E to havs
P s hien fa . his ba
i t L In i
A 1 W mark without
¥ the leaves Why
| ¢ 1 ed D
to the eting

hs el to th Llooe
8| % I m vl
' K T 1

e beg -

I
\ “ A
W
-

| And out that he's a yellow cur

b

with thelr nightsticks, the vietims will

begin to understand just what sort of
a man Alwyn Bennett Is Itemember
now, Gibbs, ar you, too, young Waln
wright, If there's v slgn of a row
bring Miss Walnwright back here at
oncre.""

“All right.” agreed Perry, a Iittle rue-
ful at the prospect of inlssing a free
fight “let's go In there now I've
never been to an aldermen’s meeting

before, but | ran up ugainst a car
etrike rfot once, so | guess I'm on to
most of the subtle rules of elegance
that govern such
people, if you're

“Your nlece I8 a thoroughbred," re-
peated Horripan, with rare approba
tion, as the snteroom door closed be
bind Dallas and her two escorts. “So
she's to marry Glbbs, Is she?! [I'm
sorry for them both.”

“Why 7" asked Walnwright sharply.

“Because It won't take her a year to
And
when she does she’ll either kick hlm
out or lead him around on a chaln
Now, the fellow a girl of that mort
ought to bhave married Is Bennett
He's an obstinate fool, but he's & man,
I thought you sald once he was stuck
on her.”

“He was, He still 18"

“And she took (iibbs Instead ¥ cried
Horrigan, a world of incredulity in his
“Women are a8 queer lot!
Bennett,

shows. Come on,

coming.”

rough volee,
Why'd she shake
falr question?

“1 let her see
martyr,” sald Walnwright,
significance, “and that Bennett was"
Horrigan
g made

Gibbs was a herole
with qulet
chuckled

*“Oh, 1 seea!™

“8till, there might be somethin

out of Hennett's love for her even yet

“What do you n?

“I"'m not quite sure 1 have to
think It over."”

o has come™ exclaimed Wil
Hams, entering from the corridor
“He's asking for you shall 1T bring
1‘.'|. n I'!.".'I

“Yes," replled Horriga: “By the

way,” he added to Walnwright as Wl
Hams departed, “1'll have to ask you
to ¢lear out for a few n 1tes I've

got to see Roberts alone Now for the
tussle that'll decide the whole tight!™

CHHAPTER XV

ILLIAMS euntered with Rob
erts in tow T'he latter wore
A haggard, troubled look, and
his natural nervousness had
visibly deepened, so muech so that he
had not even noted Phelan's appear
unce in the corridor as he passed lato
Horrignn's private room
Good evening, alderman,” said Hor
rigan civiily
Good evenlng, sir,” answered Rob
" palpably Ml at ease
i “ nd anf ot iy
today Eve I s A fro
the s ht w here. Y e the ot
i uldn’t get here six |
1 ses wll's 1 W b
edn’'t wa Roberts ¢ W
¢ talk before he g NOwW
Wi ol he bhaos ¥ 1
i hange of manue s W "
' @ Fix what's the W
¥i
I—1 ca
Can't v ] ¢
I ~ 1 ¢ and t
for e | i
roa §
\
.

If it Is a |

| “You are square!

sneer! Her trust means everything
me Bhe told the w wen 1 wouldn't
I
B
=11 _'.-rr-'_'1 ! 0

clalmed, as t! 4 }
“Honest as the day That's w
you're voting for our | Because the
cronked clauses have been cut t of

it, and In its present form It's a beuet
to the city.’

“That Isn"t why [ promised to vote
for It contradicted Roberts, with a
despalring dash of covrage. “It was

because [--becanse”

“Never mind why, then, but jast go
ahead and do IL”

“l1 won't! [ dare not"—
“You'll do It, 1 say!" stormed Horri
gan. “You can't welch ou me at this

Those Sturtevant

stage of the game

Trust company notes of yours were
sént to you and’

“And 1 wou't take them! de 1
Roberts, sl ming two slips of er
down upon the table *There Tuks
them back!™

“What do | want of then argued
Horrigan cor: T lis belong to

T'hey don't. [ won't keep th
“You have to. | Keep you to your
promise.’
“What promise?' asked a volice be

hind them
Bennett, nmoned by P
lan, had entered the room unobserved

hastlly sur

by either of the excited men

“What promise ¥ he asked agaln. “A
| proitise to

“What are you doing here
ed Horrignn In fury. *“You called me
down once for coming Into your pri-
vate office without knocking What
d’you mean by coming Into mine?’

“Yours 7 queried Alwyn. “I had an
Idea It was the ecity's. The time ls
past when the words ‘Horrigan' and
vity' meant the same thing. Well,
Roberts, how are you going to vote?
I want to belleve you honest, and—

bellow-

Why, what's all this? his eyes falllng |

on the forgotten notes on the table

“Nothing of yours shouted Horrl-
gan, making a futlle, furfious grab for
the documents which Alwyn was pick
Ing up. “Drop them! Drop them, 1
say, or you'll

“Why should 17" asked Bennett calm-
ly, his guick eye taking In the nature
of the slips of paper even as hls alert
brain grasped In full the meaning of
the transaction In which they figured
I"I'-- they belong to you?

“They don't belong to you anyway,”

e

retortedd Horrlgan, “and If you dare
read them™

“I've already read the: Roberts,”
he in a kinder volee, turning to
th ng alderman, “these were to
na vour b L Wi t ey | 4
vl the Boro bl

B! quietly comps gt
gla forced fr Roberts a
“Yes" before Horrigan d

It ght so. He quie H
he 1 18 the furia
S it » gpeak through his choking |
wWr “This 18 between Hoberts and

Now, then'

“1 returned the notes to him!" plead
el Roberts In panl “Honestly, 1 did!
Just before you came In I mid have
kept them, and he couldn't have pre.
ventixl me even If | voted agalnst the

and™
iffirmed Bennett,
d, moist

bil But

I'm square

mn's o

Kr ng the aldern , K
¢ friendly reassuranc 1 knew
i I you were honest at heart
Horrlg wanted to bribe you, and you
wouldn't be bribed Now, 1| want von
| B to the 1 1 riw i "
your thood tells ) )
Robert ‘ tedd et = t
1 [ eV Vi I A S 1
ook t I« g
y 1 wald I it
o
tY 1 .
I s ey KA e
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i a rad '
L 1 e
e th
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eves arppped He moved awkwardly
Basie ) . " in fr
b s fr 18 positl in I
1 B ett, without so
X k, passed
K 1 H £ ot
Beat?' sereamed Gihbs
fnert at the news “You
¥' You can’'t mean (t! Great heavs

The sight of the

on seemed to

cowanlly

Horrigun

other's
rouse

rom his apathy

‘If I ean stand It, you can’™ he snarl
ad lose your percentage
on the deal, while I"—

1 on!

“A percentage?”’ echoed Glbbs, too
panie stricken to beed his own Indis
cretion “Every cent 1 had In the
world! I

e checked

bhimself an instant too

ik
= lraw!ed Horrigan, his keen
ttie es searing the othe wlih
ot liews t = t Was wil
wh wWere secretiy Iving up the stock
] E rg hiey
i r H i i
\nd e got It muing to you
yol I'he who
B s his | ers deserves all
the iy ¢ pets
i ' harr
hilad hed G . It
h I to have me buy Boi
E for myself ind 1I'd have
cleared p & milllon and more Oh,
don't glower ke that, Horrigan, but
try to think out some way of''—
Or 1 you cur’
Isn‘t there an YAY even now to
make Bennett let up on his nght

“If there

wis you couldn’t e of use

to us, s0 why should | talk about it
to you?

“But 1'd do anything in the world
anything’
“You
sharply
“Yes, yea!

1'd’
Horrigan
| lectively
“No chance 18 too slight to take ut a
time llke this, and nobody’s too rotten
to be of use found there are
three things, one of which will always

would?” cut In Horrigan

Only give me a chancve!

considered, then sald re

I've

DUy Aany mAn—a wolnan, ambition or
cash We've tried Beunett on ambi
tion; he doesn’t need money, so ounly
the first of the three remains

A womman? 1 don't understand.”
“Miss Walnwright.”
“But"

“Listen here. Bennett's In love with

Walnwright's nlece You've cut him

out t:0 amd tell him If he'll let our

L ilone you'll smash the engagement

and  leave her free to marry him.
See

I ! 1=} on, thongh! After-

I could deny the whole thing,

t 1 It'"d be his word against

and she'd er believe I could

h athing. I—-I m

" growled Horrigun,

ght try

you might,

y hat's lost all his nerve can try
things that even an ordinary crook
1 not hear. He hal re.
wridor In search of
1 1 scarcely deserved
the o brius eaped on hlm by Hor
gun A brillian luring operator, he
was, unknown to | isell, & rank cow
ard at art. | e first ti in his
life the cowardice had ropped out
and, to do Gibbs justice, it had driven
h ' pora ¥ 1# In lhis Y,
ni ‘ e 5 i r Wy
e e h \ W F 1O
CAr A 1 4
% t | " =z
n t y b
Horr I from t
r 114 nerve I
r f t shilug blow s
hojwes ’ He had staked
Al g it [
3 k of
t ge he had
s g \ It
g \ fu 1 his
1 8, lead g
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