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Ann went to her for an fnsta “ 
put her as le and knelt beside the bed. 
Her heart grew icy cold with the hor­
ror and the pity of seeing that blithe, 
boyisu face set and livid, the brows 
grave with the gravity of battle. His 
eyes were closed, and. at the moment, 
be appeared to lie dying, 
bis lax hand xud kissed it

“You shouldn't have listened. He is 
ouly a boy.”

"It is no more than fair, lady, that 
one member of your household should 
lie loyal to labor." His eyes burmsl 
Into hers as he bent toward her. "What 
has changed you toward me'.’’ he ask­
ed, with stern abruptness "You give 
me nothing but ’marble brows’ these

u ;• f,-, I tli?it way. Own Hie -liu- 
Lt.-r OBd quickest route is er t!..- 
Ll stage road. With a good spau of 
¡¡¿r.,s und a light cart we cau drive to

L- X «’alack >»ud reach ssk vtnw 
before dark.

-Then let us go!" she cried, rising. 
«1 will order a carriage at once aud 
eall for vou in half an hour."

••1 will 1* ready,” he alertly replied.
gv means of the telephone Anu or- 

flei. ,1 the liveryuiau to harness bls he t 
man of horses to a tuouutaiu buck- 
J^aril "Xo. 1 ‘lo ,vjt ueed 11 drlver ” 
rte sharply answered to bis query. 
«Get them here quick!”

Before she left tlie receiver Barnett 
wni,’ rushing Into the room. "What’s 
.11 Jeannette tells me y ou're go­
ing back to Sky town t » lay.”

••In twenty miuutes 1 shall be ou the 
road."

"Alone?”
"No: Dr. Bralde Is going with me.”
"Impossible! You mustn't do it! Our 

atti’sk is to be made tonight. Tlie 
Wi. .le bill will be a battleground to- 
giarrow.”

••I can't help that. Don. 
mv brother. 
Tliink of that poor boy 
burning with fever and a battle going 
ou! Put off your attack. It’s all f . 1- 
Ish. wicked, anyhow. What good will 
it do? You will only kill meu or get 
kllhil yourself.”

Dr. Braide was waiting as Ann drew 
up to his door. lie carried a big bear­
skin robe over his arm aud held a medi­
cine case lu his hand. "Have you 
pleuty of wraps? It’s cold up there, 
they say. Let me arrange this robe 
around your feet. Shall I drive?”

"No, thank you. I will drive.”
The horses were marvels. They 

pushed up the steep, winding road with 
Heady stride, their heads swinging. 
Not till they entered tlie canyou did 
they lag Into a walk. Tlie clouds 
hung low. in great gray masses, cover­
ing even the secondary peaks. Patches 
of snow began to appear at the road­
side. It was a bleak, inhospitable aud 
silent world.

"There Is something ominous lu this 
stillness.” Anu said at last.

“Where do you suppose we will meet 
Munro’s meu?”

"Anywhere after we leave the half­
say house, according to report.”

“You know this mau Munro?”
"I’ve met him.”
“Is be as terrible as people thiuk 

him?”
“He seemed very boyish to me and 

not at all terrible.”
“The morning papers stated that he 

had assumed absolute control up there, 
and that his men wVre drilled in true 
military fashion.”

“So much the better for us," answer­
ed Ann. “for be will see that we are 
protected.”

At about 11 o’clock they readied the 
wide mountain meadow out of which 
the Bear creek fell. The clouds hung 
just above their heads, a broad, seam­
less gray roof.

At the halfway house they found a 
Stage load of people and several freight­
er». nnd every man's mouth was agape.

The tavern was a survival of the 
days when railroads were of the far­
away future—n long, low log structure 
with n roof of dirt out of which dead 
weeds flaunted. The front room, which 
•warmed with men In rough clothing, 
seemed to l»e a country store and post- 
office as well as an eating house, 
small, active old woman met Anu 
toothless grin. "Step right this 
•nil get out o' the smudge.”

Ann followed her into a minute 
room which opened off the dining room. 
The old woman began to clatter, 
off your things 
fine furs! Did 
8pr1ngs? Are 
eatnp?”

“Yes."
"Waal, you'll

As near as I can learn they mean biz!” 
she whispered. "Some o' Jack Mun- 
**>'« men are In there now eatin'. They 
keep a mighty sharp watch on who 
romes in these days. Soon's you're 
•*ady I’ll put you nnd your man down 
at my end of the table and I'll look 
after ye.”

Ann laid aside her furs, but retain«! 
her hat. and as she re-entered the room 
made a dazzling appeal to those rough 
fr! iws, who eyed her with sly side 
fiances.

Bralde. already seated, rose to meet 
■ot "We have reached an outpost of 

guard and will be Interrogated be­
fore we leave. 4 fear.”

“I am quite ready to meet them." she 
t*p!led. l»en.ling to her plate. "They 

t refn«e to let us pass.”
Tlie talk nt the table was not illu 

minat ng Fn< h man apparently strove 
fill his paunch before his fellow 

Only one of them seem«! to study Ann 
•B,1 her companion with candid inter 
•*' This was a small man with » 
® n beard and an eye as keen as that 
* * blue Jay. as the other men filled 
■P and left the table he came down and 
«•tcletMily took a seat 
k J reckon I've seen 
’"win pleasantly.

I shouldn't wonder. 
°f..V?1I*-T Springs."

“^here you aimin' to go now, If it'»

I must go to
He needs me all the more, 

lying there

A 
with 
way

bed-

“Put 
here. My. but them’s 
ye drive up from the 
you going on to the

find It lively up there!* ■ I?»»

near Braide. 
you before," he

I’m Dr. Bralde

r<> M.ytown.
“Goin' to treat somebody?” asked the 

old wotr.an, who was hovering near.
Auu interposetl. "Y’es, be Is going up 

to treat my brother Louis, \viio is lying 
iil at Mr. Raymond’s caldn.”

The stranger glowed again. "Didn't 
see nothin' of the sheriff's army on the 
way. did ye?" Here he 
Braide.

The doctor smiled. "Not 
don't think they've left the

"I'd advise 'em not to, 
over to tlie camp myself, 
don't mind I’ll jest nscherly J. g ai'sig 
a ro.l or two ahead of you—to show 
you the road."

a ; Ue rose t > gi the strauger said: 
"If so be it y m folk have any Inf 
cnee witli Ilob Haymond. pr< aili li 
into Joining the movement. It’ll be 
mighty sight safer for liim and a big 
help to the millers."

After tin' miner left the room Brakli 
said: “Were in the enemy’s country. 
He was plainly warning us. ami his 
gling nlung is iu tlie nature of an arm­
ed guard.”

“llis escort may la» of use to t 
plied Ann. "Who was that man 
asked of tlie old woman, who fairly 
Whispered her answer.

“That's old Steve Adams. He’s boss 
of this squail. All six o’ them men art 
Munro’s pickets."

As Anu and the doctor drove on tlie 
clouds began to lift, roiling slowly, 
ponderously, reluctantly upward from 
the timbered slopes.

Tlieir guide rode 
the doctor now and 
with him, and after 
fairly level ground 
another canyon aud crawled upward 
along a prodigious wall, which beat 
back the clashing roar of a small but 
very swift stream of water.

It must have been about 5 o’clock 
when they rounded the great base of 
the Black Cone at the bead of the 
canyon and looked away across the 
big camp and far out upon the valley 
to the west.

Adams, their guide, was a consider­
able distance in advance when a 
couple of horsemen encountered them. 
After a moment's conference one turn­
ed back, and tlie other came on swiftly.

Ann's heart glowed with the hope 
that it might be Raymond with a mes­
sage from the sick one, but it proved 
to be Munro. He camo up swiftly and, 
setting liis horse upon his haunches, 
leaped cavalierly to the ground.

“Good evening, laiiy." be called as he 
approached the wagon. "Have you 
Journeyed far?”

"How Is Louis?” asked Ann quickly, 
with instant revolt of his assurance.

He felt the impersonal rebuke of her 
manner and replied simply: "lit' is bet­
ter this afternoon, so I hear. I have 
not had time to call. It is a pleasure to 
see you again.” lie fixed his eyes on 
her companion. "I don't thiuk I know 
you.” be »aid, with a challenging in­
flection in Ids voice.

“I am Dr. Bralde of Valley Springs.”
Ann explain«!. “Dr. Bralde comes to 

attend my brother."
Munro’s face lost its reckless smile, 

and he looked worn and pale. "Doc­
tor. I'm glad to meet you.”

“We must hurry on,” 
Ann, warmly Impatient 
glances.

Bralde chirped to bis
Munro swung to his seat and followed 
after. At the foot of tlie bill he called: 
"Keep that winding road. It will bring 
you to the top near Kelly's. I’ll meet 
you there.”

The ¡>eak was more than quiet—it 
was silent. It was as if a palsy had 
fallen upon every ablebodied workman, 
causing a swift devouring decay to set 
in.

"What a change!" exclaimed Bralde. 
“I was here Just before this trouble l»e- 
gan nnd these hills teemed with men’’—

"There Is one smoking chimney. It 
must be the Raymond & Kelly mine." 
Ann point«l nway up the hill.

"How do they keep going?"
“Tlie strikers fear them. and. besides, 

Munro and Raymond are old acquaint­
ances. I think he protects them.”

Raymond was standing st the Kellys’ 
door as they drove up. his face somber, 
his eyes clouded. He could not speak, 
so deeply was be moved, but with a 
no«l at Bralde nnd without a word 
threw back the rolies and reached a 
ban ! to help her. "How is lie?" she 
asked, with a catching of tlie breath

"He Is very 111. but I think" Hi« 
voice failed him for a moment "I’m 
glad to see you. doctor. He needs you."

Everything whirled before Ann. If 
he should die—oh. If be should die! 
It’s all my faultf she walled. "It ■ all 
my fault!" and her numb limbs refus­
ed to move.

"Don’t say that” he urged. Tve 
gone over It a thousand times. I don t 
see that any one is to blame I know 
you are not Come, we must go to 
him.” . ,

In that Instant something seem«! to 
pass twtween them-some lnvlsitde. in­
tangible t>ond was establi«h«l Ann 
put out her hand, and he took it gently 
between his palms. "Be brave, dear 
etrl • I,« sa d tenderly

She suddenly roused herself and. bur 
rted toward the cabin. Mre. Kelly 
ren.e to meet her with arms open«! 
wide her sweet face P«‘« 
-Oh Ann, darUi'^a'ra

winked at

"Louis, speak to me! 
sister!"

Her low cry pierced 1 
heart, and while he - > r.l be! 
with sympathetic pain, the d. 
Ann gently by the arm. 
me alone with Louis 
Trust him to me."

Raymond turned 
doctor is right, llis 
yet. 
and well he has been, 
pale slip he was when 
Please go over to the

comforter. "The 
case is not decided 

You must remember how strong 
He’s not the 

he came here, 
house mid let 

Nora make some tea for you." ho ¡»'end­
ed. aud at last she yielded mid. witli 
a final look at tlie sick boy, went out 
with Mrs. Kelly.

Witli that half superstitious confi­
dence which even tlie most Intelligent 
feel when tlie doctor is ¡iresent, Ray- 
nioud soon foll.iwel. He was Ured— 
tired! His long ride to tlie vnlicy mid

rapidly, signaling 
then to keep pace 
nearly an hour of 
the road entered

Interrupted 
of Munro's

horses and

“Louis, to me! Spiitl; to bister!”
back. Illa lack of sleep, but especially 
his anxiety, bad worn upon liim so that 
now, when lie coulu shift some part of 
his responsibility. Ills steel woven 
frame begau to quiver mid his brain to 
thicken. He sank into a chair aud lax­
ly looked at Ann.

“It is sweet to see you,” he uttered 
slowly — “doubly sweet because of 
Louis. We’ve done our best, Nora aud 1. 
I was in agony for fear you would not 
come tonight. I didn't want to shirk 
responsibility or labor—but—I—I want­
ed you. It’s been a long day for me."

Mrs. Kelly explained: "Rob is dyln’ 
for lack o' sleep. That's the tr: 
wouldn't leave the boy. i n . 
Ing all the day and the m. 
But come now, have some tea 
My mind is easier since the do ’ 
came. Sure 1 know he will check the 
fever, never fear that.”

Rayiuoud soon put down bls cup and 
rose. "Your drink has done me good. 
Nora. I will go back to the doctor and 
see if he needs help. You stay here,” 
he said to Ann, and his voice was Inti­
mate and tender. “I will report at 
once.”

When he re-entered a few moments 
later his tone was cheerful. "The doc­
tor has made bis examination and is 
confident of heading off pneumonia.”

Anu's face lit with joy. “Oh. did 
he say that?" She reached both her 
hands to him. "Now you can go to 
sleep. I will watch tonight."

Together they returned to the bunga­
low. and Raymond, after a moment's 
conversation with Braide, threw him­
self on bis couch. “Ah, this seems 
good!" he exclaimed to Ann and fell 
asleep almost instantly.

She drew the robe over him with 
careful bands and turned to Braide. 
“I'm so grateful to you. Dr. Braide. 
You are to eat supper with the Kellys. 
I think you would better go over to the 
bouse now. I will stay with Louis.”

lie protested against this, but she 
had her will.
less," be said at the 
However, I will teturn 
probably.”

A suffocating throb 
rose in Ann's throat as 
Louis' flushed face and listened to his 
troubled breathing.
profoundest slumber, his face in shad­
ow, but his presence was most palpa­
ble and appealing.

Nora came softly in. “Ann. dear, the 
supper is on the table. Go you along 
and eat. You’re needed to keep the 
peace.”

"Peace tietween whom?”
"Munro and Matt.”
"Is Munro there?"
"lie's waiting to see you. Keep him 

from Matt; hen in a bad temper to 
night" __

Anu went out with a wrinkle of vex 
ation on her brow.

Munro was waiting Just outside 
floor In the clear, yellow dusk.

•How Is the boy?” be asked as 
flrow near.

"He in better, thank you.”
"I'm mighty glad to hear it I was 

worried about him on my own account. 
You see he was brought to me by one 
of my veilettes, and as be had a great 
deal of ..’ormation I kept him with 
us ”

"I hope you didn't ask him to betray 
his friends?”

«• " « tt

Roll for the fun 
out with Bea-

a certain «av­
ila nd

itars What !i ve I doue that you shut 
your door iu uiy face?"

“What you do is of uo cotiscquctice 
to me < xi ept so fur us uiy brother is 
concerned."

lie was too keen not to ¡a-f eive bis 
advantage.- "No 
me ami not get 
of the game."

"X\ hat do you
"You know what 1 mean. You were 

amused with ’the wild man' for a time. 
You played me against 
Of it. and llis-ii ¡>ulleil 
body.”

Auu recoiled before
agery in his voice, aud. with her 
on the latch of the door, answered 
very slowly: "You interested i.ie. I ad­
mit. You’re very amusing at this mo­
ment, but you have u > reason, no rigtit, 
to any that 1 gave you tlie slightest en­
couragement to—to take this attitude 
toward me. It is the baldest presump­
tion on your part.”

At this moment Kelly openc 1 tiledoor. 
"Is it you, Alli'.':" He - • ;
"Go In. girl, ye're suiqier's waitin'." 
Ann slipped in. glad to escape under 
tlie great arm which barred Munro's 
passage. "You stay out.d.le," Kelly 
said to tlie young desperado, p: his 
voice wr... dangerously calm. "1 want 
a word with you. The blood of this 
night’s work will be on your bead, me 
lad. You can’t excuse yourself by 
say in' tlie committee demand i it. You 
ure tlie ccmmittee. Man. you're crazy!”

The young leader laughed. "They're 
the crazy ones, to come up against my 
men on tills 1 ill with n lot of old soaks, 
one lungers and ex-policemeu dead on 
tlielr hoofs. But don't worry, tliere’ll 
be no battle—tlie clatter of a till can 
will «car»1 ’em into ling house tits. 
Now. Matt, let me finish wliat I came 
to say. We've been good friends. n:r.l 
1 want tp keep friends. You're a fair 
man. but. let me t ¡1 you. the boys are 
getting Idtter against you Independents 
iu th:» fight. You hn e no business to 
stand out against the union.”

Kelly lifted Ills big f;«t In a gesture 
of menace. “Listen to me. Jack Mun­
ro. I re been a working miner all me 
life, whilst you were at school; whilst 
you were playin' hooky and stealin’ 
plums, and all tlie years voi'v»- been 
rutinin' a roulette wheel I was pickin' 
at tlie rocks If any man is fitted to 
advise 'tls Matt Kelly an I not a piny 
actor an 1 celluloid bunko steerer like 
y’rself. Go y er ways. Jack Munro, but 
lave me and mine alone. This ends It. 
Ye'll have n > welcome from the Kel 
lys’ door after this night's work, and 
if ye put so much as the toe of ye're 
foot across me path I'll kill you for the 
re I:less, murderin’ devil that ye are!"

Munro reeled under this gusty blast, 
but recovered himself. "You'll
Ing to me for help inside of twenty- 
four hours, and you’ll get It for the 
sake of 
night.”

be c >iu-

Nora and the kids. Good

"In case he grows rest­
door. “call me. 
in half an hour

of tenderness 
she tient above
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was mo»t palpa-
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CHAPTER’XXIV. 
came to himself Just before 

Ann.

of Sleep. Toward mid­
In despair of Inducing 
stretched himself In a 

fell into a doze.
2 o'clock when a

ITS
midnight and recognized 
and though Ills breath was labor­
ed and Ills face lined with suf­

fering It was good to feel tils familiar 
self reaching out to her from Ids house 
of pain.

"How did you get here?” he asked.
“1 drove with Dr. Braide.”
“I’m pretty sick. I'm glad you caine, 

•Is.” and be put tils hand feebly Into 
hers. “Where's Rob?”

“He's sleeping. Y’ou must be quiet 
now or you'll wake him.”

“He's been good to me.”
“8h. dearest.” she pleaded. “Don’t 

talk now. Go to sleep.”
“I don’t wuut to sleep. I’ve slept 

enough. It makes my head ache 
worse.”

In the end the boy ceased.to groan 
nn<l twist and at last slept, but Ann re- 
fus«Ml to go to bed. Her anxiety and 
tlie many questions pressing to be an­
swered engaged her so deeply that she 
felt no need 
night Braide, 
her to sleep, 
low chair anil

It was exactly 
single gunshot rang out shandy, like 
the voice of a sentinel questioning the 
silent nigtit. As the girl listen«! tense­
ly, three others, d«-[»er throated, an 
swered In quick succession. Then 
silence again intervened for a moment, 
only to be torn by a fusillade, a rat 
tat tat of assault which brought Braide 
to his feet.

Ann hurried to Raymond, calling 
sharply, “Rob, they an- shooting! 
Don't you bear them? Quick! Quick!"

Raymond rose to his feet diszily aud 
looked nt her blankly, the mist of sleep 
thick in his l>n<In. Other shots and 
cries followed, and though falut ami 
far they cleared his vision, t'atcblng 
a belt of cartridges from the wall and 
turning to Braide he sternly asked, 
“Can you shoot F’

Before Braide could answer another 
shrill chorus of yells, fierce as the out 
cry of wolves, arose, a vivid light 
filled the room, and a second later a 
dull concussion shook the earth be­
neath their feet. Ann shrank and 
cower«!, but Raymond, menacingly 
quiet, remarked: "Well, our turn has 
come. They've blown up our shaft 
bouse ”

“Ob. no!” cried Ann. “They wouldn't 
do that. They daren't do that.”

“That's what they've done." be bit­
terly assured her. Then a thought en­
tered bls mind which staggered him. 
"The men- the men were In the mine'” 
be shouted and rushed Into the dark 
nesa

- - 1 « ard bls -blows upon tbs done

I

What do you
How do you feel?"

head aches so. I cau’t breathe 
lie moaned. "Oh. dear, I'm so 
The voice of Ills anguish stung 
► i'ii- soul. Willi a sign to Nora, 

silence, she closed the

can’t tell. The engineer and 
the dump were 
The rest are 
reach. We 
to subdue

be- 
are 
the 
for

fT .if-T very glad to hear that. What 
of those in the mine? Are they re­
leased?”

"No, but the tire is out. and we have 
cleared the mouth of the shaft The 
first level Is blocked with rocks and 
beams. The murderers ti:u«t have low 
ered a bomb Into the mine with delib 
•rate intent t-> kilt."

’’It Is horrible to think of them d 
there In tin- -lark Di! you hear 
the sheriff had arrived?"

llis eyes darkened. "Y’es, the 
Why didn't ho attack at ome? 
Munre is intren.heil, mid they
cli.illciiging each oilier like crowds of 
Sell.Killsiys. Tlie time has come for 
the governor to take a hand.”

"Will he do so?"
"He must or be party to the blood­

iest battle ever ecu in the mountains. 
But 1 must go back.” lie si -I and turn­
ed away abruptly, leaving the girl with 
a keen sense of the stress and bigness 
of his life.

He was indeed badly ui'cded at the 
mine, for only the men of the second 
shift mid a few of the crews of Reese 
A Earle remained to help. Each Inde­
pendent mine was held to be in equal 
danger and to require the services of 
its most resolute men. and. be-idv». tlie 
certainty of a battle had drawn nway 
the mote excitable even of their own 
men. Kelly win working like a Titan, 
and liis preseuce, his concentration of 
effort, inspired every man to his best.

A messenger from Carter met Ray­
mond to assure him that the union had 
no hand lns the outrage, and the y oung 
miner sternl.t answered. "As soon as I

■'rttbln as he calk'd ”i>«'s. 
roll out! The ¡tower house Is blown up! 
Tlie men are iu the mine! Quick, out 
with you! Buckie your guns!"

Thou the girl recognised Kelly’s 
great voice. Ho was calling as he ran. 
"Rob, art' ye there?"

"Yes; I’m rousing the boys.”
“It’s the shaft house."
“It looks that wav’’
“And the men. lad: the men!”
"I don’t know. Matt. I've Just 

on my feet."
So much Ann heard before the sound 

of their feet died away down the path. 
The slis-pers in the bunk house begau 
to rumble and clatter about on the 
bare floors. One by one they emerged, 
slumming the door la'hlml them.

Once outside the door the women 
could see the flames growing each mo­
ment lu ¡lower, licking with avid 
tongues at the eonfusisl mass of splin­
tered la'ams, and on the curtain of red 
light the forms of Kelly and Raymond 
playeil in silhouette as they strove furi­
ously against the destroyer Their 
workmen »-»ill joined them, and each 
moment some hastening re cuer bur 
tied ¡last the open door an I as he ran 
cm i 1 in bitter fret-, y.

"Ann!" called I. >u s from the b«l. 
l-'nint as it was, the girl heard Ids cry 
and hurried to his side.

“Yes, I’m here, laddie
want?

“My 
good 
hot ” 
Ann t
con.man ling 
door in the hope that no sound from 
the burning mine would penetrate to 
the bedside.

Nora hurried buck to her cabin, while 
Braide dropped some helpful drug upon 
the boy s tongue. When his patient bad 
grown quiet the young physician said 
"If you are not afraid. 1 w ill g> down. 
Some one may be hurt and my help re 
quire.1."

"Go. I am not afraid," she com 
manded. "Only remember your first 
duty is here.”

"1 do n it forget that." lie answered. 
But even as he was collecting Ills outer 
clothing and his medicines Raymond 
Hung the door open mid enteri'd. Ills 
hands were blackened and bleeding. 
Ills head was bare, anil on Ids face was 
a look that thrilled the girl. "Doctor, 
three wound»«! men are coming up the 
hill. They must lie made comfortable. 
Ann, you would better go back to Kel 
ly’s. These victims must be sheltered 
here, and they are not pleasant to see."

Ann felt herself diminishing In ¡tow­
er and importance as lie spoke. His 
voice came from the man s world 
harsh, inflexible but idle uttered a pro­
test -"Louis!”

His face softened and his hand went 
to lii.s brow. "I forgot; you are right; 
we must not endanger hii^i. I will Lave 
the men taken to the other cabin.”

"Are the men in the mine all dead?” 
“We

•ome of the men on 
warned and escaped, 
low mid out of our 
working desperately
flames, but we are almost helpless 
lack of water."

“It is horrible!"
His voice was very quiet as be said, 

“Munro shall answer for this!”
“Did he do It?”
"He did not prevent It!" 

bls eyes to the sky. ‘ 
light, and then we can

He turned to leave 
explanation, but Ann 
“Send us word when 
you?”

“As soon as we know the men are 
alive I will come aud tell you,” lie 
promised.

As she watched and waited the dn.V 
came leisurely, laggffdly, over the 
bills mid swarms of excited men and 
slattern women poured from their 
shacks and tents and holes In the rock* ’ 
to acquire in detail the news of this 
midnight assault on the leaders of the 
independents. To do them Justice, even 
the most virulent unionists were for 
the moment moved to sympathetic de­
nunciation. The destruction of proper­
ty was one thing, the murder of work­
men quite another. As for the crews 
of the nonpartisan*, they were ready at 
the word of a lender to search out and 
lynch those who laid the tralu 
fired the fuse, but to nil of these 
mond gave the same word of 
mand. "Save the men below.”

On the heels of this tumult, an 
pile Pelion on Ossa, messengers came 
shouting through the sunrise. "The 
deputies have come! The sheriff’s 
army Is camped on the park!”

Instantly the throng of Idle night­
seers swept back townrd the town, 
leaving not no much as a won! of well 
wishing to stand In their places. The 
rtiln of the Kelly mine became a small 
thing to them, now that the real battle 
was on.

"Where 1» Jack Munro?” timorous 
people asked. “Where are the ve­
dettes F* No one seemed to know, and 
the officers of the union were in ■ 
panic.

The sheriff had. Indeed, stolen a 
march on Skytown and was only wait­
ing for daylight to discover his enemy. 
This was his capital mistake Had be 
pushed against the enemy at that mo­
ment. with Munro and his men still on 
a wild goose chase down the opposite 
canyon, he might have won the hill In 
• bloodless charge, but even as he dal 
lied the vedettes came tolling up the 
trail from 
fight, and 
•lope with 
so st last 
of passion nn<1 prejudice—were set face 
to face

He lifted 
“It will soon be 

i see to work.” 
without further 

i called to him, 
you cau, won't

and 
Ray- 
com

If to

the south, weary, but full of 
lined out on the northern 

the fort at their back» And 
the two forces of disorder —

Battle was now Inevitable.

CHAPTER XXV. 
sunrise Raymond reported to 
Ann. bls face a Itttle softened. 
“The dynamiter Baker shot has 
dl«l but our men are going to 
. aeaoj

Thru tore "t the roiKu anil btanii. 
have rescued my men I will demand 
that the officers of the union have 
something to do with finding the hye­
nas that did do it.”

Munro scut a letter by Frank Browu 
wherein lie said. “I can’t leave here— 
the attack may begin at any moment— 

and wlieu I dis-
I will deliver

Raymond said: 
see hlui at the 
is not a matter

I waut to

«,n.t laving cleared", volunteers thick- 
etc I and tlie exhausted leaders were 
able to rest their aching limbs and lis­
ten for signals.

Ttici ivc’-c mightily cheered by ths 
faint but unmistakable sound of knock­
ing 1' impr -"lie ! ones were calling 
in the well tried fashion by hammer­
ing on the rock with their sledgea. 
They hei t cheerfully, as if seeking to 
reassure their rescuers.

An hour ' it« the rescuers couid hear 
the vi' ces of those beneath, and It was 
hardly more than mkldtty before they 
la g in to lift them out two by two ill 
the big bucket.

Ann. hearing their shout«, came down 
flic path with N ira to meet them. Kel­
ly’s eyes were dim with tears, and 
Ann's heart went out to him ns ho 
shouted, "They are all here, and un­
hurt!"

"But you tire hurt 
mond. witli 
peering at 
11.mils.

"No—only
tleut?" lie asked ns they started to­
ward tlie cabin together.

"lie Is awake, hut Ills pulse is still 
rapid, ami lie is very restless.”

"What docs tlie ductor «ay?"
"lie insists there Is no danger. I 

think lie me.ms It. But. oh, that poor 
bov Is so sick!" She checked herself, 
"This will lie a very serious loss to 
you. will it not?"

lie strove to answer lightly. "Oh, 
yes; but our vein Is then' Just tlio 
same. Luckily they couldn't blow that 
away."

At tlie door of the bungalow he turn­
ed ’ I must leave you for a time. I 
must repair damages" he looked at 
his hands and arms—"and I want to 
talk with my men.”

Raymond tumid his men iu the bar­
rack. discussing witli characteristic 
calmness the general situation 
waiting for their dinner. Aud 
l’erry shouted "grub pile" In cow 
phrase each man bustled to his 
witli cheerful clatter. Raymond 
up with tlie rest, mid for a few minutes 
no word spoken referred to the disas­
ter.

As the first man. well filled, pushed 
back his chair Raymond called out: 
"Boys, I want to «ay a word before 
any of you go out. A c luticll of war 
Is necessary nt this minute.”

Those who had risen t ook seats again, 
and nil face I bls wav. As lie looked 
nt them Ills throat tilled witli a reaiiza- 
t’on of tlielr loyal service, mid ho could 
not find voice for a few moments, but 
sat witli bowed head, roiling a bit of 
bread between ills liligers. At Inst lie 
resolutely cleared his throat nnd began 
harshly "Well, boys, tl » game halts 
right here You ».eu where Kelly & 
Raymond are they’re flat We've got 
a good mine if we could work It, but 
we can’t. Just about every dollar we 
had to spare went into that machinery, 
nnd our ore shipments were Just begin­
ning, 
nnd I 
that’s 
more.
might 
help tin put up n now power plant, hut 
as things shape up nt tills present time 
we re ‘up a stump.’ ns they say back In 
Ohio. So I guess we’ll have to let you 
go" There was a movement among 
the men which lie felt as a protest, but 
be continued: “I hate to do this, espe­
cially now In the winter, but you cun 
nee how It la If I were In your 
places I would go to Reese and the oth­
er Independents nnd stick by ’em; help 
them flight this thing through on fair 
play lines.”

Ills slight pause brought no response. 
When he begun again Ills voice was 
softened. "And, boys, ride up and tell 
Matt a good won!. He’s hard hit.”

Ills voice trembled dangerously, and 
he was forced to stop.

The tension was eased nway by 
Nary, one of the older men. who broke 
out with deep lunged profanity In order 
to conceal his good heart.

"Well, I don't know how the rest of 
yon feel, but I want to turn right In 
and put this mine Into shape again and 
lynch the dogs that blew us up!”

Raymond lifted Ills hand. "Hold on, 
boys. Don't be too quick on the trig­
ger Keep cool till I ride up on th* 
hill and take a look around and have 
s little talk with Munro. We must 
rally all the Independents, which will 
take time, and. besides, you must re­
member I have a very sick boy on my 
hands, ami there la Baker, who needs 
care. Don’t rush. I«et me go up and 
see what the sheriff seems likely to do. 
As I've told you before. I’ve no theory 
• bout the lalair question. I never was 
np against It before, and I'm a little 
uncertain. I've always believed In ths 
best man winning. I picked you fel­
lows liecntise you were likely chaps. 
I'm paying you the highest wages go­
ing because you earn It. You're satis­
fied, you say, mid I don’t •«■ why ws 
are not privileged to go ahead in our 
own way.
going Into 
the crowd 
though we 
how, we’ll 
to do us Justice, and If be don’t, then- 
well, we’ll try some other plan.” Ils 
•book off this disagreeable cloak of 
doubt. "But be'that ns It may. boys, 
I shall never forget the good work 
you’ve done for me when you knew th« 
crowd was sgnlnst you.”

As they stepped out Into the warm 
afternoon sun Kelly, with a Jocular 
note In hia voice, remarked, "Well, 
R............. ve’re gents st leisure Nothing
to do now I.tit p ay the nurse" here 
his voice swiftly changed—"or do bat­
tle.”

"If It were not for the women and 
the nick I'd tight. We have nothing to 
lose now, and th« boys are hot for It 
Have you been up the street?”

“Ji*. L hase raf." .

she asked Ray-
anxious, timorous voice, 
bis torn and trembling

tired. How is the pa-

while 
when 
camp 
placo 
drew

but I urn ou the trail, 
cover the scoundrels 
them to justice."

To this messenger 
"Tell Jack I waut to 
earllcMt moment. This
for long range adjustment, 
talk with him.”

Brown, with true cowboy unconcern, 
grinned mid said: "Well, you see, 
Rob. Jack's busy Just now. They'« a 
bull ou aud he's floor manager for our 
side.”

Raymond was in no mood to respond 
to humor. "Very well. Say to him 
that when I have dug my men out I 
will come to him,’’ ami something in 
the tone of this answer stopped the 
grill on the messenger’s face.

Re|iort<’rs drifted up, made hasty 
notes and parsed on, lured by the more 
Important material disclosed In the op­
position of rankl'd and ready warriors 
on the hill. Only Dolan stayed, eager 
and sympathetic, fetching coffee from 
the cook house and lending such other 
aid as he could, so deeply concerned 
with this tragic deed that he seemed 
wastefully negligent of bls own affairs. 
Seizing an opportunity for a private 
word, he began, in a low voice: "Rob. 
I know who led this thing. The union 
bud nothing to do with it. It was done 
by a lot of Curran's spittoon cleaners 
The fellow that Baker killed Is from 
tlie Springs I’ve seen him around 
Curran's.”

“Do you think soF’
“I know It. When you want me to 

tell you what I know I’ll do It; only 
not now. Walt till the militia takes 
possession.”

•Will the militia come? Has the 
governor ordered it out?"

"He’s got to or«'?r 'em out now. He’s 
a dead duck, anyway.”

Raymond return«! to bla work be 
aide Kelly, and together they tore at 
the rocks nnd beams, mngnificent In 
thelrdj-iidenihlp An hour later all wan 
ready, and Into the heavy, shifting 
smoke which rose from the smoldering 
debris at the first level Kelly and his 
young partner deecended to extinguish 
the burning timbers, to dear away the 
fallen rock and to signal to the Im 
prison«! men below

Again and again they were fore«! to 
lie fiat on their faces with their lips 
touching the earth In order to breathe; 
but at last the smoldering material 
was all hoisted, the mine cleared, and 
they were able to look atx>ut them, 
dizzy, but exultant. The iron beams 
had caught and held a huge mana of 
rock which the concussion had shaken 
from the mouth of the mine, and to dig 
through thia was the task that now 
■onfuUtd ’hep» UuL Aha klr- et tkc

I've been doing a little figuring, 
find we can pretty near pay all 
due you. but we can’t do any 
If this strike were settled we 

get sornelMHly to come In and

I haven’t felt any need of 
this fight for the benefit of 
till now. It looks now as 
should take a hand. Any- 
give Munro another chance

Continued Neat Week
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