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Tji-Jbt vo. Well, you tell him 
Rob Kaynoud borrowed him for 
if” He turned to .'.un. “Come; 
„•jjt get out of this."

obeved like a child, all her im- 
L nature in subjection to his will. 
|ng her to tbe saddle, bo b-d the 
¿out the back way and through an 

ia’o the main street and so to tbe
Is they reached a fairly level 

jn the trail he turned and looked 
i over the roofs of tbe houses. 
V sheriff Is retreating—wherein 
djows good sense.” He pointed 

them. where on I’ine mountain 
[tv’s vedettes stood waiting, ba k- 
w a thousand miners, jocular with 
|e bttnger.
am so. . 

a saiil Ann. 
L there 
ire force' 

will be 
L. You s

shouting faint defiance 
s;>rry to be such a burden to 

I know you longed 
andah Matthew Kelly, 

you to flight.”
Ii ci.-st. I bad that 
>e. I've been so in

fo'f mixing in—but it was only a 
L for you were beside me.” And 

he added. "And you are more to 
hau any other thing iu the world.’ 
„ bad no reply to this, no neat 
[of phrase, no smile. She looked 
L in silence, her breath a little 
blel. her throat contracted.
[fear of the effect of his words. 
Loud hastened to tbe impersonal, 
[his trouble is turned aside it will 
be to Matt”
fhy should they obey him? Is he 
Kcer?”
Lt now, but he was the first mar- 
Lf the camp and afterward chief 
Bllce. Everybody knows him, and 
Lduence is as great as that of any 
Lau. IDs presence here today un­
itedly prevented a desperate bat-

I they neared the Kelly cabin Itny- 
s said: “I ant deeply chagrined 
|ii.s experience. I really thought 
irtre going away from disorder.” 
lease do not trouble your mind 
litany more,” she answered deci- 
k. “It was an experience which 
Live me something new to think

|I!y did not return till late. At 
it 'J o'clock be knocked ut Ray­
as door. “Get you» gun,” he said 
Kj- “We're on guard tonight.” 
Id tofetber they paced to and fro 
■r hillside, listening to tbe yells 
nikru uien up the street and to 
kt gunshots as the storm of battle 
raway to tbe south of them. By 
light all was silent. The sheriff’s 
b were either repulsed or cap-

CHAPTER XV. 
NOTWITHSTANDING tbe excite 
II Bents of the day. or perhaps 
U because of tin tn, Ann slept 
r soundly. She was awakened 
[tore. by the sound of the little cof- 
Bili, but she did not rise as prompt- 
I on the first morning and was still 
K when Nora appeared with a 
lot corn cake and a cup of coffee, 
pu feel tired this morning. I know. 
L now, take your breakfast In

1

Hi was <■ .nsc’ous smitten. "No. no! 
Poor, dear thing! I am ashamed 
keyou waiting on me.”
[• so tittle—a mere step or two.” 
K liut you have so many steps 
fids 1 forbid you doing anything 
pls kind for me, and I’ve been 
pi why can’t we hire a China- 
Il’ work for us? Unless I can do 
Kbii.g to relieve you I will not 
i You are tired. I wish you would 
?"• Raymond to find us a helper

J“°> sis!” shouted Louis. “Aren’t
• yet? You’ll never make a mln- 
¡Here he poked hi* head in at the
I “Jupiter, wasn’t yesterday an 
■t day? It makes me sick to
II didn't go down to Bozle with 

Rob has been telling me nbout
• shielding tbe sheriff. It must

great 1 was out on ths 
We all thought the sheriff 

w-!ng tip that way, but he didn’t 
®tued back and went Into camp, 
«t nlgut Jack went down and

aM into him, and they bad

Wm any one killedF

F* gasped. “Merciful power,!“’
SaJ’*’ Onr Blde won-’ k fr-.MTKKi "Our side! You are 

L sides with these lawless

F* w1’ile’» to sidetrack this dls- 
r6’ ^ur things have come.”
L** they? Very well; I’ll get up 
r* u*d unpack. I want you to 
r* 8 little here.”
L,‘ I want you to help fix up our

away 
could 

and when Louis told him 
nnd de-

him. “1 urn quite well, thank you.
He was u it of those whom disdain­

ful eyes abase. lie hugged himself and 
shivered comically. "Wow. tint that 
" as a cold breeze! S »mo one must 
have left t'.e bars down You’re not 
going to draw t!.e line on me, are you? 
What <! > you know a .-alnst mo':"

“I know nothing against you or fat 
you either.” she replied.

She was turning to go when he stop­
ped her. and his tone was hard and 
dry. “Y’ou were in Bozle yesterday 
with Raymond. Don’t do flint again. 
When you want an escort let me know. 
I’ll send a man that knows enough not 
to take a lady into danger and who 
has ‘savvy’ enough to keep his horses 
for the return trip."

“Thank you. You are very kind, but 
I’m not In need of r ld!ti >nal prot««e- 
tiou." Ann icily replied.

“Goodly till tomorrow,” he called 
after her In tmtekery, hit voice as mu­
sical as a bugle.

This Interview, short m It wn 
the g.rl with tile feeliug of bavin 
grasped nnd shaken by a rude 
And yet Iter anger was not un 
with admiration. Ills magnifies 
ilaclry and the grace and dash 
advance Interested her.

Raymond saw Munro riding 
and wondered what his errand 
have been.
that the gambler had stopped 
tallied Alin in the path bis tv- th set In 
anger. "The little bourn!!" lie growled 
under his breath. “I’ll put nn end to 
that!”

Immediately upon finishing bis sim­
per be Went up t! • path to Hanley’s to 
find "the 1 r kout” Munro was In his 
place, sitting high above his faro lay­
out clicking a couple of silver dollars 
together, talking with gleeful intensity 
to Denver Dan. who stood at his shoul­
der broadly smiling. The saloon was 
packed with men. all In high spirits 
over the i re 'pítate flight of the sheriff.

Munro sighted him at last and called 
out: "Hello, Rob! How goes it?”

Raymond did not reply till he reached 
his side. "I want to talk with you. 
Jack,” he said In a low voice.

Munro studied him for a moment 
then turned to Dan. "Take nty place a 
minute.”

Dan con piled, and Raymond led the 
way into the open air, and when they 
were well out of the crowd he turned 
and said:

“You Intercepted Miss Rupert to­
day ?”

“I met her, yes. What alsjut it?”
“Just this. Y'ou're not tit to shake 

the baud of a decent girl, much less a 
cultured, b'gh bred woman like -Van 
Rupert, and you know it!”

Munro was staggered. “What busi­
ness is it of yours?” ho a-sked, with 
instant auger.

Raymond's wrath was self contained 
“Keep your temper, Jack. We've sum­
mered and wintered together, and you 
can't make any mistakes about what 1 
meau.
live with and tbe kiud of life you 
uud I tell you to keep away from 
Kelly cabin.”

Munro did not snarl as Raymond 
pected. His voice became softly 
siuuatiug as he said: "Suppose 
lady invited me to call? Suppose 
was interested in my conversation? 
The lady had a chance to go. The path 
was open, but she lingered, she smiled.

“You're a liar!”
Munro was now ver 

I? Ask tbe boy: he 
with me. 1 say tbe lu

Tbe gambler took on the air of an 
jured comrade. "Now. se 
you're away out of limits.

I know the kiud of women you 
lead, 

the

•y confident. "Am 
i saw her talking 
dy was gracious.'1 

* i in- 
ee her©, Rob; 
. I acknowl­

edge I’ve known a whole lot of cbeai
women, but that’s all tbe 
why I should 
meet the real 
safe with me 
she's tied up 
way, so that 
chance of intere 
open course and no favors, and so long 
as she doesn't hand me out tbe 'ley 
mitt I’tn going to make the most of 
mv chance, and from this moment”—be 
took off bls hat—"I reform, 1 throw up 
my job at Hanley s. I cut off ‘booze 
and I shake 'Eau Claire.’ ”

Raymond was Impressed by bls ri­
val's manner. “You can quit _

be able to tell when I 
thing. Iler uurne is us 
as with you. Probably 
back in tbe states any- 
neither of us has any 

g her. But It’s an

'• X*ow run away and find a 
per and some talks.”
H 7 U‘^r Wor»ed to render her 
I **” tjleak» ,nJ together
L ,’A'1 Path to Raymond's 
hnt 7* merrily. Ann
[V.., Psv'ai the bungalow to help 
L 'J tn’dday meal when
[Abitol UP ,nd CVng himself 

P Lady Annl How

I * ■■■ "ly presuming In h!»

quit gam­
bling, and I hope you can leave liquor 
alone, but I see trouble when you 
shake Claire. But that doesn't matter. 
For the sake of old times I want to 
avoid a quarrel with you. Jack. But I 
warn you that If Miss Rupert finds 
your presence disagreeable you go and 
you stay! As you say. she is proMtdy 
engaged to a better man than either of 
u. But she is hare because of the boy. 
and I feel certain responsibility for 
them both, and the man who pres-uro~-s 
on a chance «cqualntance with her wt.l 
answer to me.” „

-All right Leave It .to ber.^Rob.

f my own 
night r*

[ h fl 8PU fl*1

»aid Munro almost jocularly, 
turns me down I’D pull out o 
accord.

Rayti
•f fnllt 
out of

C

lichtnl 
ODd wi 
re. Md

^*ndej to check and humble

ulttr 
tra»'

O'

im had adì 
n and wr* 
rn eleverò 
by tbe <*
• ».iban Ir

He was 
nt tone

way i
Ont

emerg

•L«
t

»• 1 as u.-iUk’i ner tolerance nt him 
*» due to igu »ran. e of his real charac­
ter. Mrs. Kelly must tell her."

He saw the light in Kelly’s home, 
and Its allurement was stronger than 
ever before, but be resolutely held his 
way to his own fireside, ■ there to bit­
terly muse the entire evening over his 
poverty ami the false ¡»osirion in which 
Munro had cleverly placed him.

He repentevl of his resolute passing 
of her door when tie heard next day 
that a couple of tbe lmlei*emlent opera­
tors had spent the entire evening with 
Kelly and that one of them talked a 
great deal to Ann. The sting of it lay 
la the fact that Tracy was a fine young 
fellow, studious ami capable. “You are 
a fool,” Raymond said to himself. “You 
threw away a chance to b# hux>uv 
Don't do It again.”

CHAPTER XVI.
TOT a day passed that th»’ enp- 

|\ I tain of the patrol did not ride 
down VO the door of the Kelly 

a ’ cabin nnd leap from bis saddle 
with some fanciful greeting, carefully 
ami ornately utterisl. So much lie re­
tain. 1 of bis Kentucky breeding.

"The sheriff’s army grows apace, bitt 
does not march,” he atinoumed one 
morulng.

Anu coni»! not understand this bu-
morous defiance of law—this colossal 
recklessness. "YVbat will you do when 
it does r.larch?”

“Meet It and I u'st it.”
“Tell me, now." she said to him r.t 

another time, "what is your real mo­
tive? Why slwuld you be the cham­
pion of the rights of labor?"

lie n-tmished her bv giving back 
earnestness for earnestness. "1'11 toll
you. my lady. Labor has got to fight. 
This union is the coming thing. The 
tollers have not only got to stand to­
gether, but they've g >t to cr'!l. I hap­
pen to have a little military training, 
and. I'm going to give western labor its 
first lesson in the power of military < r 
ganization.

"Rob and Kelly both stand for the 
thing that is going out. They think any 
man has tin1 s t tie chan a* the.v have, 
but I tell you this union that they de­
spite la the coming order."

In truth, Kelly ami Raymond were 
watching Munro's rise to power with 
growing tmea>.Hess. He was now in 
almost complete control of tile camp.
and though lie still deferred to the un­
ion and its committees, his re kless 
bravery, h's prompt execution i f or­
ders and his knowledge of military 
forms had made of liim the chief 
source of comraan 1. the < illy adeqita v 
regulative f irce on tbe peak. Those on 
the outside did not hesitate to call him 
“the arch devil of the district," and the 
whole western world was filled with 
bls doing*, his recklesa speeches.

Ills fame had fired the hearts of all 
the dead shots and restless spirits of 
the west, and from un irregular squad 
of twenty-live or thirty men bls forces 
bad risen to nearly 'Jd heavily armed 
and hardy liorst»: cn.

Raymond, though keeping keen eyes 
upon Munro, was unable t > find cause 
for war iu any vrord or act of the gam­
bler, nor could be fathom Ann's mind 
either toward Munro or himself. She 
appeared to find Munro diverting nnd 
spoke of him ouly iu that way. If .she 
understood bis "botue life,” It made no 
change in her attitude. It was incon­
ceivable that a relined girl should tol­
erate a man who passtsl from one igno- 
rant and vicious woman to another, 
and yet Ann's greet.ng ret.mined gra­
cious, if uot friendly. What It was 
when they were alone, be dared uot 
think.

As for Raymond himself, be contin 
ued to punish himself by putting aside 
the many opportunities which came to 
plead his own suit, and took a morbid 
sort of pleasure in his renunciation. 
"There wiil be one man ut least who 
will not persecute her," he said sav­
agely* and lietit his best eio»rgies to th" 
work of developing bls mine.

One afternoon as Anu and Mrs. Kel­
ly sat sewing anil chatting tog.-tlier a 
woman suddenly appeared in tile open 
door. She was large am! high colored, 
her bat was awry, ami there v.. < t< 
wild glare tn her eyes and a look in 
ber face that froze even Nora Into s'- 
lence. Both stared at their strange 
visitor in breathless apprehension till 
she pointed ber unsteady finger at 
Ann amt hoarsely cried out:

"So you're the one that’s cut me out?" 
Tbe muscles of one cheek contorted 
and her eyelid drooped Ilk*- that of a 
paralytic as she fixed a baleful look on 
the astonished girl. After a moment's 
pause she stepped uncertainly upon 
the threshold and leaned against the 
jamb. "Well, you'd better watch out. 
If you don’t give him up. I’ll kill you!' 

“She’s crazy,” wblspere-1 Nora.
The Intruder fumbled In her absurd­

ly flamboyant skirt and at last drew 
out a pistol. “Now you better hop!” 
she saiil. with menacing calmness.

Ann rose, whit* and calm. "Who 
are you? Wbat do you want?"

"Wbo am I? I'm Jack Munro's wife, 
that’s who I am. and I want you to let 
him alone, that's wbat I want. You 
can understand that, can't you?” Her 
big flabby face again contorted hor 
rlbly.

Nora found tong'»*. "You go »way 
or I'll call Matt."

“Call him. Wbat do I care for him? 
I ain’t afraid of no man Tirin’. No. 
air* let him come. But 1 got no war 
with yon: you're all right. But that 
thing there, with ber fancy dresses 
I'll pink ber with a bullet If she don’t 
let my Jack alone."

If the drunken creature had swept a 
handful of mire Into ber fare Ann 
could not have been more revolted.

,,, Trad*-' Fix’ng » Inok of dl»- 
dn’n on the woman, she said: "You are 
nnfte mistaken. Your Jack Is less than

I

wifh hfniT I -ii w yon yesterday " Sfie 
raised the pistol. ’’*1 tell you. I'll blow 
you Into kingdom come If you dou't 
promise right now to give him up!”

As she advanced tbe two little lads 
at play just outside appeared iu the 
doorway, and the sight of them steeled 
Che little mother's heart, “tio away, 
darlin's,” she culled to them. "Quick, 
run for da»!!"

Tbe woman turned to see who was 
behind her, ami the desperate Nora 
Seized her by the wrist. “Give me the 
Rua!” she culled.

“1 w »n't! !.<>’ go me!" shriekisl th«
k»truder, jerking bunl iu the i-ii irt to 
fret» her hand.

Ann seized the other arm. “I prom­
ise." she said quietly, fixing her eyes 
full upon those of tbe infuriated wo­
man. who ceased to struggle. "Now 
go away.”

"You promise?"
"I promfst !”
The woman again laughed harshly, 

drunkeuly. "I don't trust you. I'M kill 
you: then I know. Let go me!" she 
called. "Let go or I'll smash your 
face!”

"Matt! Oh. Matt!” called Nora as 
she clung des|»erutcly to that t» : r ' lo 
wrist.

IIe!p came from an unexpected quar­
ter. Like a flash, Woo, the new Chinese

hail appealed to her aud she bad lis­
tened.

"Rob should have warned me." she 
complained, her mind going l»ack to the 
man she coukl trust. At the moment 
«lie could not see or would uot ac­
knowledge that Raymond had veutured 
as far as he dared In revealing Mun­
ro's private life. She was t h> angry 
with herself and ev» ry one around her 
to be j-.t-t. As her flaming wrath died 
she grew cold and bitter. "This Is 
what c 'itii»s of going outside one's own 
proper world. I »hall leave the p>* tk 
at »»m e. and 1 bop* I shall never »ve it 
or bear it spoken of again.”

CIIAI’TEU XVII.
N'S disgust ami bitterness ot 
self accusation wore away ns 
she faced tlie resolving sun­
light and mensure.l her sears

against the breast of mighty Mogalyon. 
In the dawn of the sccoim! day the In­
cident. having lost much of its shuttle 
and terror, was debatable, and under 
M itt's kindly counsel she reaelte»! a 
certain resignation.

"No one but ourselves need know 
what to *k place." he said in conclu- i.m. 
“Woo is no talebearer, uml when the 
woman herself s vbers off s' c’ll not re­
member it word of It. Furthermore, I 
warms! her that Jack would wring her 
neck if he knew what site had done. 
So 1 wouldn't give auother thought of 
it—not one."

"I’ll try to forget it.” she promised
bttmblt«■. but she could not at once put
the ex[lerlence out of tn!nd. Rhe <*ouKI
only wait for that be>»otttsi face to fade
Into n grtaly appar! Hon. In the end
she pit:!e«l th« poo•r xvornan who laved
and w:is willing t< ì <!<pfend her love.

Rayrnond was chi!led bv the chanpe
lu Am i by a retuiru to tho cold aloof
nc»s of tier matiner at Barnett'»—<ad

1 ‘d b i t
T1i<‘ 'ilav follovviine the woman’s visit

it! ” he cur.lu C'liuiiitimu'i 
yuiel”

cook of the household, rushed Into the 
room and flung himself on the mid 
wretch. His long fingers enclrclwl her 
throat. “Dlop it!” be curtly comma:.d- 
cd. “Dlop gun!" For a few momenta 
the woman struggled, then the re­
volver fell to tbe floor, and Norn 
snatched it tip.

Woo turned the gasping, hiccoughing 
creature to tbe door and flung her out 
upon the ground. "You dhmk. Go 
home. Stop home. Me sabbe you—you 
sabbe tue,” be said as he bent above 
her.

Anu interposed. “Don't hurt her. 
Woo."

lie stood beside her while she slowly 
regained a sitting posture. “S'...» be'.!y 
dangeloUN. Me go tell Munlo. She 
fight—me kick."

The poor creature uow »Mined dazed 
and broken and began to weep, uutl 
with her tears became ns abjei-tly piti­
ful, a.s pathetically tawdry, as she bad 
been lii b-o.is and menacing lu her 
wrath. Anu shuddered with a bitter 
nausea, a disorder that was half phys­
ical weakness, half mental repulsion. 
There was something ghastly beyond 
words in th » creat ¡re sitting iu ut 
ter abandonment in ber rumpled fin­
ery. which the pitiless sun dissected. 
Stooping, sho took the miserable one 
by the arm. “Get up. You must not 
sit there.”

Slowly tbe woman rose, all thought 
of revenge swallowed up In a wave of 
maudlin self pity. "You're all a;; i 
me—all of ye! I guess you wouldn't 
like It to have your husband stolen by 
another woman. You let uie uloue!” 
she said to Woo, with a flash of unger. 
"You pigtail, what b 1 im , juu gjt t , 
lay hands on a white lady?"

Tbe creature begun to pour forth a 
flood of vile epithi ts, directed towanl 
the patient Woo, who tried again aud 
again to lift ber and was In the midst 
of a bowl of wrath when Mutt came 
round the eorner of tbe bouse.

“What's all this?" he askeil sharply. 
Tbe woman suddenly rose to her feet, 

well aware that a man had arrived, 
aud began to mumble and weep again.

Nora ran to her husband. "Oh. Matt, 
flrlve her away. She triad to kill us.”

"Who 1» she? Who are you. and 
what are you doing here anyway?”

The woman, quite dismayed, began 
to retreat. "It’s all right. She prom­
ised. I'm going uow.”

Woo explained: "She Manio's wife. 
Belly dlur.k—allee same clazy. Take 
um gun- go shoot lady.” He pointed 
at Ann. "Me rtioke um. She fall on 
glouud. No gel up. Nola calcbee gun.

Kelly followed tbe Invader "You go 
back to where you came from and stay 
there or ’twill be the wars* for ye. ye 
murderin' omadhaun.” .

Munro r sb- t’rovr is ti -iial t > enll .w! 
sceme ! nmuzetl when Mrs. Kelly g”»'et- 
e<l him coldly. "Anti does not want to 
se»' .» oil or any one else this morulng- 
yotl least of all.”

Muttr.» whistled. "Another col l blast. 
It's sure draft)' up here on tbe side 
hill. Isn't It? What do you suppos«» Is 
the cause of It."

From the Inner ro >m a clear, low 
voice. Icy as a mountain stream, ro 
pibal. "Miss Rupert is not receiving 
Captain Munro today or at any other 
time."

He took a step towanl tin1 door 
“What have I done to get a crack like 
that?"

Th»» door closed with n decided Jar 
and a bolt slid.

Munro l»ow<sl. “I understand. I 
take th“ hint. But some day when yon 
are feeling jolly I'd like to know what 
lias frost“»l the ttlr down here among 
tbe nspens."

"I can tell you,” said Nora, with the 
directness of a woman wbo has known 
rough men all ber lif»' “Ann It is Iirn- 
ed the kind of lift* you live, an l she de­
spises the sight of your fai’c."

For the first time In bls life Munro 
was confounded. 1I<» sto , I for a t: ■

thfs'a strange effect?”
His eye» were »bluing, bu fact* pala 

and his voice vibrant us be abruptly 
said: "Conie with me; tho time baa 
eouie. I want to talk with you.”

"\riiat bus liappetted ?" she a.-ked La 
alarm.

He took ber liy the arm. "You prom­
ised to listeu. You ate uot afraid of 
tue, are you?"

"No, but 1 do not understand. Where 
Is I. »tils? Has anything happened to 
him

"Louis is safe with Kelly. I want t» 
•“e you Iss-ause things have happen J 
tot .«*. Come, I must see you alotte.”

They moved off up tho path towarfl 
the overlook, and, notwithstanding her 
brave words, the girl wavered in fit« 
gust of this man's ovet ma-»oo ,ug ex­
citement. The mist elo-ed round them, 
all signs of other human pres« uco dis 
appeared, an.l the.v s um st > d alone 1» 
a world of gray light v h »iv'u uellhcr 
sky nor horizon line app»»are 1. All 
that remain»»»! of tl»«» earth was a little 
strip of groun.1 Iwueath their feet.

Raymond stopped ut last and held 
towanl Ann a small. Irregular piece of 
rock. "Do you s«»e that?” lie hoarsely 
Inquired.

Kite took It wonderlngly. "Is It ore?"
"Yes, ait,! it's heavy with g»l«l. Kel­

ly's luck has W'vn again. We’ve open 
ed a vein that will make us both rich." 
There was no tremor or doubt In bls 
tone.

"Oh. I’m so glad!" sin» crhsl out. with 
uuaffeeted pleasure. "Now Mrs. Kelly 
can g > to live In the valley."

“Never mind tb«» Kellys now.” lie 
crlnl out Impatiently "I have a great 
deal to say to you. un.l I want to say 
It her»» I'm going to try and win you.” 
Ills manner was exultant, bi.s vole* 
tense with piuadon. "1 am Hold to reck- 
le.ssness tialay.”

He bud never been bumble. Now h* 
rose above her, masterful, an avowed 
lover, and Ills eyes burning down Into 
hers made her shrink and shiver as If 
from cold.

II«» misread the movement "Areyoa 
warm enough?" he asked tenderly, "I 
hope you tire, for I want to tell you— 
explain to you—why I am here. Let 
us sit here." He Itidlcati'd u flat rock. 
"Tills is our only opportunity. No one 
will know-»no one can see us. Will 
you listen?”

"1 will listen,” »lie said quietly nnd 
took a seat, drawing ber cloak about 
ber.

He took n seat a little In front, so 
that lie could set- her face, which was 
radiant as a rose In the mist. “I've 
been trying to write you a letter ever 
since you came. I wanted to set my­
self right with you on Louis’ a<*cotint. 
1 love the Ind, aud I wanted you to 
know that 1 was trying to do him 
good.”

"I know that. I trust you now."
“That assurance is sweet to me, but 

I want to tell you now that the only 
mystery In my life I* this: I am a 
West Point cadet- I mean. I was"—

“Were you. really?" She looked nt 
him with such unmistakable relief nnd

Ann wrent to her room sod ffhn; 
herself down upon her bed In su»h 
■ basement as »he had never known In 
all her Ilf*. She could not deceive 
berse If. Rlie had brought this horri­
ble assaott upon herself by something 
more than tolerance of Munro.

Th- wotrsn's Ignorant»* *n<l taste- 
ItW“!:»**. her common voice, her badly 
fitting garments, ber incredible base 
r»e s of -(“-cch, »11 cam* bath. "Ann 
Rn;»ert a rival to that being!” Of 

wv-zx ■*>• h'l f nA-f.r fz«* *»n f >n* A'

meat revolving nil explanation. At Inst 
he said, "Yon mustn't take nn enemy’s 
report of me.”

“We do not." sulil Norn calmly. 
"Your wife lias calk'd on us."

“My wife!"
"The woman who calls herself your 

wife. 'Tie all one so fur as we are 
concerned.”

Munro frowned. “Claire called! 
II. re? ", '.»•n with a 1 er that was char­
acteristic of him. In» added, “I hope you 
bad a pleasant chat.”

“Ask her. Rhe did all the talkin'."
Munro became very serious mid very 

winning. “Now, see here, Nora"—
“Call me Mrs. Kelly,” she interposed 

shortly.
He was not smiling now. Ills heart 

was In his voice. "You tell Ann not to 
misjudge me. She must give me a 
chalice to square myself. I don't claim 
to b<» a saint, but 1’ve been open and 
aboveboard with every mint or woman 
I've ever had any dealings with. What­
ever my past bus been. I'm living on a 
different plan«» now. I've cut off all 
my old habits for ber sake. I'm trying 
to live up to her standaril of things. 1 
know alto’s better tban I am, but I can 
climb. My family 1* as good as here. I 
started right, and with the help of a 
good woman 1 can g“t back to where I 
was. I claim tin» work I’m doing here 
is worthy her approval. Asx her to let 
me see her i^iln.”

Nora turn“»I her face toward Anu's 
door and both waited In silence, but 
no sound came fro. i the inner room, 
and Nora, seeing suffering in the lines 
of bis face, said more kindly: "Ye may 
a* well go. The door will not open to 
you this day nor any other.”

Munro turned and went out with 
bowe»1 head, and Nora could not doubt 
the sincerity of bls pain.

One morning Ann rose to a singular 
light. In place of the clear, golden sun- 
si line which had so often glorified her 
room a blue gray mist lay thick against 
ber window pane. Raising the sash, 
she put her hand Into It—it was like 
smoke, dry ami cold! Dressing hur­
riedly she entered the sitting room, 
where Matt was helping bls sons to 
dress.

Site stepp«! to the door nnd look«! 
out with vague alarm. Tbe vapor bad 
blotted out the world. Nothing could 
be seen but the faint form* of one or 
two cabin* and a clump of nearby 
trees, and sit* went back shivering ami 
a little depressed. “I don’t like to 
leave the pesk nn such a day." she said 
at last. “I think I'll stay till tbe sun 
comes out. I want to think of It a* It 
has been—radiant and Inspiriting."

The cloud bung moveles* for boors, 
impenetrable, jet realstlng. A bush 
was In tb* air as tlungti *om* disaster.

gladness that he faltered.
"Wait. I was ouly there tw > year*. 

I was court iiiurtlul«»»! for breach of 
dlacipllm- and gross ltumbordlnatl<»n at 
the Izeginuiug of my thiitl year.”

He hastened on. "You mustn’t Judge 
tue hastily. It esute on my return aft­
er furlough 'lluit’s the time when tli* 
routine and discipline pinch bard »-st 
on tbe men. After two years of grind 
that I hatcl I laid n visit home n de- 
llelou.s free time and to get back lut* 
school, back Into those cold, gray bar­
racks, was like going into n strait­
jacket. Hie first few weeks after the 
vacation are times of disorder, u period 
of boyish deviltry, and I took my share 
lu it. My breach of discipline was 
nothing more than a boy's frolic. I 
should have beeu punlidieil for it, and 
that wonlii have ended It, but I hated 
on«» <>f tbe otlicers, the disciplinarian, 
and when he roumled nn» up he rasped 
mo till 1 lost my bead. Being n quick 
tempered youth, I answered hint. He 
abu-isl me shamefully, and 1 struck 
hint In the face, and that ended my 
stay ut West Point."

“Oh, how fooil»b! How wrong!”
"No, it wan not wrong I would de 

it again. Th«» small an< ak u -d a ton* 
In addressing me wIHrh no man baa a 
right to use to another. You wouldn’t 
suppose a tone could hurt, but It did. 
It cut like a lash. Well, that ended 
my career as a »oldler. My home wa* 
on the Ohio river, uot far from Clnrfn- 
nntl, and my fumlly still Ilves there. 
Our whole country Is rich In tradition* 
of General Grant, and my father had 
select“»! me out of all hl* *ons to b* 
the soldier of his family. You kuoW 
how some men try to map their son** 
careers. Dou't you see, 1 couldn't gn 
home?"

“Yea, 1 ran see It was bard for yonr 
father. Was your mother living?"

"Ye*, »he's living yet. I write hey 
•very wark, but not one won! ba» 
passed between my father and m* 
since tity dismi -al. Naturally encxign, 
I drlftis! wi-st and Int* cattle ranching. 
I ilk«! the «•«' ternent of it, and I'd 
been trains«! to ride nnd to shoot. I 
gradually 1... »me » »w lev«« and fore­
man, and so you found me. with a few 
thousand dollars mtw| irp Toor com­
ing chang>"l every current In u.y life. 
I became ambitious to do some thing, 
to !>“ rich. I came her- I '.: '!.!* 
Bdne, and there »»lilnea “»y gold.” H* 
held It toward h'-r again. “Now I caa 
go borne. My court martini bea otne» a 
joke. Iton't you s«-e? My fattier la 
bumnn. II* wool«! not re-“tve me poor 
and disgrace«!. With a big mine behind 
m* the can* will lx» different.”

“Are we all purchasable will: gold?” 
*h* asked.

Continued N’e t We» k

eovp-sd. About 10 o’clo» k aa she stood 
on ite s’ops wondering whether to

re’s no gift of earth or sky. 
Inch your rich »torea withhubi, 

> th»» breath of life to me.

is a popular lustilutiou tb*»e day»


