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j.lce was suddenly illumi- 
tlliew out bls small palm, 
he cried out, and his tofte

•Ictiou.
.ptinued: “You like me. 

You can't live in the 
sister can't live

sand
like you.

and vour
" it <(,.nis that 1 must be your 

ml look after you. Ami.
“ von must mind what I say, 
nke a birch to you.” 
mreat seemed not to appall the

i work in the mine?" 
roti can't work In the mine, but 
J something on top for you to 

must take care of those lungs 
(or awhile. But come, let's 

we can't catch the stage."
let me stay till tomorrow!” 

j the boy. "1 don’t want to go
Its too beautiful to miss." 

nwnd reflected a moment. "Very 
bllt you'll want that stage ride. 
1De uf the finest roads In the 
talus. You rattle down the can­
sorrow, sure thing. Remember

■tber they went down toward the 
where a group of 

ag a log cabin.
men were 

ng a log cabin. "Here Is where 
„ to live, provided your sister 
its.”
nett came riding up tlie hill about 
(tra and Immediately at sight of 

began a jocose tirade. “You 
»! You young flyaway! A nice 
ude you've given us. Ann hadn't 
a wink for a week till she got 

How longBtessage yesterday, 
you been here?” 
rinonil hastened to say. 
n wire as soon as he turned up. 
ul you been here all the time, you 
t rattlepate?”
iis wa- not afraid of Barnett. 

I wa down there looking for 
He pointed toward the town of

“1 Induced

ell. I'm to bring you home—In-

iis took shelter behind Raymond, 
y. u don't. Tell him, Rob." 
fmond winked at Barnett. "He's 
; tomorrow on a promise to me. 

I've unde a bargain with him. 
an tell you about it on the war. 
it«, lie is going by stage. He'S

rntbey were alone Barnett said: 
| u»t uii .(-countable of all things 
itaiau heart. That boy is crazy 
I you. By the way, how's the

What busi- 
Ile's a rank out- 
tUi.s union is a

a warning hand.

little 
pros-

laughed. "Oh, my 
count. They're all 
cowboys, and, besides, I 
with them and am classed

host as good as ever."
stir constitution is a wonder. And

try pr**.: - -ig.”
tin- t alk til« it followed Raymond 
el for the first time of the pro- 
i consolidation of the Red Star 
two or three other heavy proper- 
nil they tell into a discussion of 
amp.

I hail my way," said Barnett. 
Lave this meddling Idiot Larned 
rn out of the camp.
lias be here?
anyway, and

ler of war." 
jmiiiul raised
rful, Ihin. It doesn't do fur you to 
«ucb things up here. This union 
»me to stay, and you who employ 
' will do well to treat it with a 
in measure of respect.” 
it you're an employer too." 
fmond
don't 

vs or 
i right
working miner. Your case is dif- 
if
irnett went away calmly superior, 
came ba k from a conference with 
kay, the superintendent of the Red 
. ie'-s haughty of manner, but dis- 
*1; l. > , acrid of tone. "Mackay 
tb:s conf ,umied union Is growing 

ily au-l that practically every in- 
ing mln* r joins at once. I told blm 
‘1- the th : • in the bud. and be has 

to formulate a plan to do so.”
u.t a y> ,r." warned Raymond.

Lil I pay for my mine.”
is Louis sat before the Are

* «-enter of the unfinished cabin 
— H -u >u«* with joy and the heart
* tall i. u,.r very tender to-

h.tu. it was g.>od to have this 
Isung brother of bls love to keep 
®®psay. a new sensation arose 
1 “ ’ *•' - me one to plan for and ■ .-. r
» drram'ng lad. outstretched on a 
^hlaukiH with bis hands under

•1 and bis small feet, clothed In 
extended to the blaze, sud- 

‘J turned am! Ral(1; ..Rob thig ls 
, . ■/ -.. for me Wouldn't fa-

1 '‘1 this? I'd be perfectly
' I «1 dn t have to pack off down 

-cl -row. Why couldn't Ann

Springs." lie said, indicating Louis. 
“What can I do for you?”

“Nothing, old man. Just lined you 
out today. I heard that a man named 
Itaymoml had taken a lease with Kelly, 
but 1 didn't know it was you till I saw 
you with Barnett today. Well, this is 
wonderful! Where you from? What 
have you been doing since we—gra 1- 
uated?” There was something In his 
voice that eluded Louis. Raymond 
gave Munro n warning glance.

“Oh. a little of everything — cattle 
ranching, hunting, mining. I saw you 
last night in Hanley's saloon."

“Why didn't you speak up?"
Raymond hesitated. “I didn't know 

whether yon"—
“Oh. rats! I'm not one to dodge. 

What did getting fired amount to any­
way? I was ready to leave.”

Raymond repeated his warning sign. 
“Have you been back—home?"

Munro smiled broadly. “You bet! I 
went back and swelled around In high 
feathers—told my side of the story— 
understand? I didn’t let the Institution 
get the drop on me. But. set* here, 
come up tn tlie st*! m; I want to talk 
things over with you. The boys are 
bound to make me take a hand in this 
union."

"Can't do It now. Jack. But come 
down again. Louis Is going back to­
morrow, and I'll be alone for a day or 
two, and then we can talk freely.”

“All right. There are a whole lot of 
things I want to turn over. By the 
Lord, this is wonderful—our meeting 
up here!” He was reluctant to g i. 
“You bring up the old days. Well, s > 
long."

When Raymond returned to his sent 
bis face was grave and bis eyes deeply 
reflective.

Lonls was much Interested In the 
stranger. “Who was that. Rob?”

“A chap I used to know."
Next morning after breakfast Ray­

mond hurried Louis off down the can­
yon to the stage and In his letter to 
Ann repented his pledge to look care­
fully after the boy's health and to keep 
him out of mischief.

Louis ar" ' ‘ •*■«' «*__*„— ».*«>*i-
hysterical 
day's ride
Skytown.

Ills abse
his value t
up to that 
was wovei
Jealousy of ........ «... , .. .
juice—which hail turned her pity for 
him, while wounded and helpless. Into 
resentment, and now that he was well 
and triumphantly drawing the boy to 
his side her heart was flitter with 
hatred, but she gave her consent to 
Louis' return because she dared not 
do otherwise, and in a letter to Ray­
mond she said:

I resign Louis Into your hands, because 
his happiness is more than m> own unu 
because he no longer regards mv wishes. 
I have h ard much of the gambling and 
drinking of mining camps. I b**g of you to 
guard him. He Is so fine and sweet now, 
and deflloment Is so easy.

T’pon reading this letter the camp 
suddenly became a dark and dangerous 
place to the young miner. He found it 
harder to make excuse for profanity 
and foul jests of the miners, and lie 
went less and less among them and 
Spent more of his time with the lad 
watching him draw or list* Ing to him 
while be read.

Their cabin became the center of the 
finer spirits of the camp. Dolan and 
one or two of bls friends often came 
In of an evening to smoke a pipe and 
play a friendly game of cards. "A 
visit to the bungalow always pays." 
said one young fellow whose weakness 
was drink. "They send a fellow away 
feeling respectable."

Mrs. Kelly suiiervlsed the house­
keeping as well as she could, and the

taken myself out of that life." And 
lavuis did not know when he carried 
these words to bis sister that they 
conveyed a deeper meaning. Anu was 
aware that Raymond was holding 
aloof from her. and, while she re- 
epected him for his consideration, she 
was, after nil, a woman and resented 
his self mastery a little.

She was beginning to be bored to 
hopelessness by the narrow life at the 
Springs, under conditions which swtu- 
ed to the outsider ideally beautiful. 
But Louis came down each time 
browner, more mauly in bearing—al­
most comical In his assumption of Kel­
ly's walk and Raymond's impassive 
face. He always liad exciting tales to 
tell an«! seemed so entirely happy an«l 
s> well that Ann ha«l not the heart to 
ask him to return east with her. She 
even found herself listening with in­
terest to his account of the doings of 
liis heroes, for lie had placed Matthew 
Kelly on the same pedestal with Rob­
ert.

Mrs. Barnett responded graciously to 
bis invitation to cotne up and see tlie 
peak, but explained that the high alti­
tude was destructive to her, and Ann 
shrank from meeting Raymond again, 
though she expressed to him in a letter 
a tepid sort of gratitude for his care of 
her brother.

CHAPTER NIL

O
NE day Raruett telephone«! to 

his wife that he would not 
take luncheon at home. There 
was nothing unusual in the 

words of this announcement, but Jean- 
uette's keen ear detected restrained 
excitement in bit calm drawl.

"What’s the matter?" she asked
quickly.

"Nothing, my dear; uotlilng," be glib­
ly responded.

"Don Barnett, I know better. Tell 
me this Instant!"

He was in for it. "Well, Mr. Mac­
kay, our superintendent, was tarred 
and ridden on a rail by the miners this 
morning”—

"Gracious heavens!"
—"and I'm getting off up the stage 

road to meet him."
"What «lid they do It for?”
“Oil. It's the same old business. The 

men didn't Eke some regulation of his
and -tn: ■’ m 1 but It's a long story; I 
won't go Into It now I'll get back In 
time for dinner, probably.”

In an hour Millionaire row was bum­
ming with news of the outrage. Re­
ports, confused, conflicting, flew along 
the wires east and west, and the after­
noon papers were filled with dramatic 
details of the opening of a big strike 
In Sky-town and the story of how the 
union leaders had mishandled Mackay, 
th«* superintendent of the Red Star

Jack Munro met me with their bolsters 
tl«*d down I threw ~p my hands You 
are from the east, where things are 
different. About one-third of the men 
on tlie peak are old prospectors and 
free miners, and if they stay by the 
proposition you've got to tak«* a sneak 
or put up the tight of the age."

“We stand pat," said Barnett, "ami 
we shall insist on your arre-ting tlie 
men who assaulted Mr. Mackay."

The sheriff tuade an elaborate bow. 
“Right you are, Mr. Barnett, but 1 11 
want a hundretl deputies to do it with "

Moving with such secrecy as he 
cotlid. the sheriff e dleeud and swore 
In some ninety melt, the bohlest and 
hardiest to be found in all the towns 
of the valley. They were not «e late 
atnl eons derate citizens, but they were 
brav«*. or at least reckless, ami without 
exception evi»*rieuc«sl wearers of g-ms 
They professed themselves quite able 
and willb-g to bring down anybody in 
tin* hills After l"*iiig armed and pro­
vision«! they were to la* s«*ut round 
by way of a railroad which was bull«! 
Ing toward the camp from the south

Barnett was heedful of his words nt 
home and mad«* light of the probable 
opiHwltlon of the miners, but Lulls, 
with a boy's ability to dlsceru what 
was going on, soon acijuired a pretty 
clear idea of the plan, uml when Ann 
askeil him not to return to the heights 
on Monday be was ominously calm, 
but asserted his right to go where he 
plttaaed.

"Rob wants me ami needs me. ami 
I’nt going. You can put me In jail, but 
that is tin* only way. If there ls going 
to be war, I am going to be in it, ami 
I’m going to be on the side* of the 
miners."

Ann wrote a swift and fervent note 
to Raymond:

I tun trusting Louis to your care be­
cause he will not stay. You have i a 
his heart from us. and we are power'.* ss 
to prevent his return. Guard hint, tor the 
sake of his boyish sweetness, for my 
sake.

She wrote no further, for ns her 
mind, dwelt upon that camp of rufliau 
miners ami their desire for battle a bit­
ter resolution «wept over her. "1 will 
test his love for me.” With cold inten­
sity she announced her purpose. "If 
you Insist on going back to that camp 
I shall go too."

“Yon must not go,” said Ixiuis. "It's 
no place for you."

"It ls no place for you."
He, asserted himself again. “I can 

take care of myself.”
"Mr. Raymond lias nsk«l me to keep 

you her«*." She went to him and put 
her arm about his neck. "Stay with 
me, laddie. I am missing you these 
days.”

In th«* end sh«* seemed to prevail, but

full glory of ermine am! saffron Tli«* 
air was keen and crisp, the sky cloud­
less, and th«* r >a«l, except for an occa­
sional mudhole, was very g*«od. Bar­
nett remarked. "We «night to pull Into 
Box:«* liefore «lark on these roads.”

Night came abruptly A thin gray 
■cum rose swiftly on th«* westi'ru sky 
•u*l suddenly graved the brightness of 
th«* sun. Tl:** world grew instantly 
stern an«l cold. The road, after climb­
ing a ridge. des«*cnde«l into a gorg«* 
with firs on either side, and when they 
cam«* out lip "11 th«» flat meadow to the 
northwest of M'lgalyon only th«* light« 
of Skytown could I «• «ecu.

At th.«* ni 'i.n'iit that Don was point 
Ing out th«* light» two horsemen ap­
pealed In front and In tlie middle of 
tlie road.

"Halt!" cried a clear voice.
The driver pull«*d his tired horses to 

a stand so energetically that his bands 
ros«* above his head.

“Is Donnelly Barnett with, you? 
asktxl on«' of the men us he rode 
nearer.

“I'm Barnett. What do you want ot 
me?” ask«*«! Don coolly.

"Not a thing." answered the horse 
man. “That's just It. We ha««* no use 
for von. and I’ve been watching to 
meet you and say that the boys want 
you to cont nue your quiet, uneventful 
life nt the Springs."

"Who are you?"
“W**'re n couple of Skytown v«*dett«*s. 

Who ls th«* lady?"
“That doesu't <x»ncern you. Go on. 

driver."
Th«* driver took up th«* reins, but the 

vole«* of th«' ved«*tte grew sterner, 
“Stay when* you nr«*!" Then, turning 
to Barnett: "I'm your l>«*st friend, Don­
nelly. Th«* boy« understand that you 
are backing Mackay In his plans, nml 
it Isn't safe for you to enter th«' camp. 
I advla«* you to turn around right here 
and go back."

Ann «poke up: "Please let us go on. 
Mr. Barnett ls taking mi* in to meet 
my brother, and I mn cohl nml buu 
gry.”

There was something thrilling In the 
calm, clenr sw«M*tuess of her voice, and 
the first of th«» vedettes, pressing near 
er, leaned from his saddle to usk:

“Wbo is your brother, lady?"
“Ills num«* Is I.ouls Rupert. II«» is 

only a boy. and I am going In to cure 
for him.”

"Rob Raymond'« kid. I know him," 
replied the vedette. "But 1 thought lie 
was visiting you In th«* Springs."

"Ho was, but he went buck to the 
camp today, and I um very anxious 
i.bout him."

“He's nil r|ght, lady, so long ns Rob 
Raymond bus him In band. You are 
welcome, but Barnett 1« on tlie out­
side and must stay then».”

“Yea."
“Well. I will put you on my saddle, 

and I wdl walk ami l«-.i«l the horse.” 
The light from the «1 • irway f«*ll ujain 
him as he approa« hed her, and the 
sight of his boyish face r«*assur«sl her.

As Barnett saw her rise t«> the sad­
dle burst *ul "Tl. - is preposterous! 
You must not go up there. Th«* boy 
Isn’t worth It. I'm go : j with you or 
figl.t!" IL' «lr«*w hl< r>*volv«*r. butaoma 
um* caught his h .*1 fro:a liehiud and 
twlsttsl th«* weapon out of his grasp.

“G<> on. Jack. W* 11 t ike in* of 
him." <nlh I tin* n*:in in the cabin door.

As the light of th«* I tnp wa« left l*e- 
h!n«l am! the darkness setthxl rounil

Hull 1 ” cried <t clear voice

her ii convulsive terror seized upon tha 
girl, lhe hors«*, stumbling over lo«xsa 
rocks In the road, which ran back and 
forth on the hillside like fohls of braid, 
puss«sl now ami again under dark and 
silent pines.

Ouce. as her guard cam«* back toward 
her. something rose in her throat, soma 
elemental dread, ami her breath rushed 
hoarsely through her lips "If Robert 
oulj knew my need of him.” sha 
thought, "he would surely come to me.”

Th«* man's lolce ,was gentle us ha 
snld "You see, lady, tie entnp Is in • 
terrible excitement. We beard today 
that the sheriff was coming with n
posse, nml th«* Loys kin I o' h dd five or

(I

they
• •b .J

Raymond's letter to Barnett took se 
rious view of tlie situation:

»■'dse..........
t. road work 4“ 85 1 lie* !’s **■ 

■’m iñ'on W'dtds * Son

I don't think Mackay the proper man to 
attempt to reora .ntze th,* working hours 
of this camp. I*on’t try to put him b.«*-k. 
and don't make too much of th!«’ lit­
tle affair. Tl • whole camp Is uneasy at 
this tim,*. The union Is p -tting very 
strong and Ilk* !y to make t: hot for in­
dependents like Kelly and my -If.

“What is it all alstut?" asked Jean­
nette.

I«on look«*d bor«*d. "Oh. really now, 
don't ask me to go Into the cause of a 
strike. A woman never understands 
such n situation. However, here ls 
wli.it Ilob says:

Mackay posted his notices P iturdny 
night, putt , : th«* ii* w nl a- hour - lud'.le 
into effect Mot day morn: ik Sunday tne 
camp boiled. The union put forth lut d,-- 
cre.. and of course al the morninj hour 
a big crowd gathered to s«?e Mackay face 
Ills men He came ri«l!n" up (the J k- 

« in tan colored English riding 
breeches and a little two billed gray «alp— 
you know- the I.'.tai. Of course the.. hoot*-d 
him and headed his horse t,a< k down t’.e 
■lope. He was red headed, naturally, and. 
being a double distill*.«! Idiot, hired a 
couple of ¿eaperadoee from Loz.e as 
guards and came back. This t'.ae the 
boys jerked him and his men from their 
horses and hustled them down the canvo-i 
at the boot toe. I did w:.at 1 CuU.J to 
prevent this, but the men who had th. 
matter In charge had been drinking, anil 
the crowd was with them. My men are 
not In the union, but 1 hear ominous 
threats. I advise you not to attempt to 
put the new schedule Into operation at 
the present time.

nd by. when we get our 
we will ask your slater 

eft to come up and visit 
ond.
up. “Oh, will yon? If 
I would never want to 
again—never! I could

■le disturbed Raymond. 
Io« called. "Is Rob Ray-

ji*b**d doorway stood a 
r f«-'low In a white «om­

it fitting dark suit, 
xrisimcl Raymond, 
bands. “Sit down.- r.

trlcod of mine from th»

The effect on the valley of Ma«-kay's
recital of his maltreatment was most 
wonderful. Tlie principal mine owm-rs 
of the Spring* met to discuss their 
campaign. The valley called for tlie 
blcxxl of those who hail dusted the sa­
cred person of their representative, and 
tlie sin-riff was ordered to arrest and 
bring down the insolent “red necks” 
who had humbled the proud and coo- 
fident Red Star superintendent. "Tills 
spirit of lawlessness must be checked 
or it will run into riot," said Barnett, 
who developed unexi«ectedly into a 
leader of the mine owners by virtue of 
his large interests Lu the Red Star.

Tbs sheriff raiiautly responded to the 
cad and, with a half dozen deputies, 
marcbed up into the glittering mist of 
the high peaks and came down again 
sapty banded and sulk*n.

A ne^eting of the ottb-ers of the Red 
Star and allied companies was callwl. 
Barnett presiding. Most resolute res­
olutions were passel Mackay was in 
■tructed to press his demands to the 
full. Barnett naturally oppo-«.*d a con 
fer-nce with the miners. "Either they 
come to our terms or we close down 
the mines,” be »aid. "It la our cue to 
be firm in this demand

The sheriff, wbo bad been Invited to 
be present and tell bta tale, put In a 
warning word.

-Gentlemen." »aid be, “you're deal- 
w> • w :E a I t -*f ft " miners and pros- 

M wuiA i dbrivtO uim!
ran’t be If had jrwt a

th i. 
_ "1 am

en 
n

it

>ra ut rlagoes I would bare 
uown, but tb, y're got lead- 

< an't monkey with. When 
sad that <kv4„ Denta I -4«

"No, no!” sbe pleaded.
lb- turned upon her with a resentful 

stamp of his heel. “I can't stay here 
like a kid.”

She changed her tone. "Very well. 
When shall we start?”

H* look«*«! nt her steadily, and Into 
bls eyes came a softer glentn. “I've 
pist thought," he began reflectively; 
"you can stay with Mrs. Kelly till we 
build a wing for you. She's a nice wo­
man mid lives in the eunnlngcst little 
log cabin. Unit settles it! We will go 
Mght away, today!”

Ann was at a loss, but dl 1 not show 
It. ' if y >u are «1«-termlu«*<l to g >. then 
th« re Is u > us«* In waiting. Let us start 
at once!"

While Mrs. Barnett sugg"st«*<l what 
ti wear Don ordered a • arrlag«* to take 
Ami and himself to the train, ami Ixtuis 
«addhsl Ills horse for tils return trip up 
til«* stage r Hid. "I’ll ts*ut you lip.” be 
Ihouteil to Ann uud galioiied away 
with shining face.

Tlie railway which rati up Bear mn- 
yon was still building and had not yet 
ti*a«-h«sl th«* divide, so that n stag«* ride 
of some twenty miles connect«»! the 
town of Grand View with Sky camp. 
Ann ami Barnett were noticeable per 
eons In th«* car, wlih-h was till«*«! with 
roughly clad workmen of all kinds. 
Ann was conscious of their admira­
tion for her. and It deeply minoye«! her 
Two or three of the better drease«! men. 
who were on speaking acqualntan«-» 
with Barnett, csime up to ask him what 
he tbought of the strike.

"I didn’t know It was a strike." said 
he. Ignoring their evident desire to l>e 
Introduce«! to Ann.

“Oh, It's a strike all right. Your man 
Mackay wnsn't much hurt, was he?"

”N.*t badly.”
“He was a little too previous. I ho[>e 

th«* sheriff won’t try to do anything 
nior»* atsmt It. The boys up at Sky 
are a little sharp set alsmt that bual- 
n«*ss. Ain't K dn’ up there yourself, are 
ye?”

"Yes; I've always been on g-exl terms 
with my men. I think I can help to 
arrange some sort of ■ «ampromlse."

The two miner« looktsl at each other 
At length the older of them said In a 
tone that meant «good deal to ears ac­
customed to western Inflections: "Well, 
1 reckon the whole thing has been ex 
aggerat««! My claim ls just below 
Bozle, and «o. of course, T don't know 
much mor» «bout Sky than yon do. 
Still I wouldn't advise your going In at 
this time."

At Grsml View a eonpk* of stages 
m**t them, anil >• Ann wait«*«! on the 
platform for T>on to secure a carriage 
she oltserve«! that <xi the seat of each 
of the «■oacbea two guards sat, negll- 
gmtly nursing rifles which gllttere«! !n 
the sunl'ght Soon the w*i'ns began to 
crack, and 'h° ce -'*s rn'b-4 sway one 
by one Jeavlr g Barnett to follow In a 
road wagon which be bad hired tor 
their own espartal n»e

The sun wa« «Inking to fctdafter 
Doom and M< gilyon ou th« left was In

Vrl • 1TO With Ht
du »• tu thi " 1 »tmt y«>o tv

1 ; t'AIJ aUilk’hlV V* tl* th*

here to talk compromise the men will 
be glad to meet you. but my jmlgnient 
ls that you better retire to Grand View. 
I will see that this lady gets to her 
brother."

Ann was not a timid girl, but the 
thought of rldlnj awuv Into the black­
ness of the night with the*--«» sinister 
gu: s >< made her flesh chill and her 
nerves creep. “Dou't leave me, Don," 
she whlspeml.

Barnett ■torn.« *1 nt the horsemen. "It 
Is Impossible! If I am forcnl to go 
back she must g> with me. What right 
have you to interfere In our plans?"

The answer camo quickly, coldly, ev­
ery wonl tel'ng. "I'll tell y -u. 'lhe 
boys have learned that you have b«*«*n 
chiefly Instrumental In pusbmx the 
sheriff Into an >tln r rahl, nml If trouble 
fotnes they'll kill you. It isn’t safe for 
you to b<* oil the hill tomorrow. Now 
you mssln’t be ufralil to trust th«* Indy 
to me.” Tin* vedette remove«! Ills *iat. 
“1 am not a man to b«» feared by wo­
men.”

Ann ngnln spoke. "I enn't consent to 
your going Int i danger for me, Don. 
Turn bai'k. ami I will go on.”

“It Is mndness!" be said In a low 
voice. "Tln*se men are not fit escorts 
for you. We will Imth go back and 
wait until morning."

Ann's teeth were chattering with 
col«I. "I dn*ml that long drive. We 
must be nlniost nt our destination.”

The two horsemen conferred together, 
and at lust one of them returned to 
say: "Driver, you may come on until 
you reach tlie first cabin at th«* foot of 
the bill. There the lady will get out, 
■ml you will drive Mr. Burnett buck 
before daylight tomorrow morning.”

As they drew up before tlie shanty 
door the leader of tin- nslettes rod«* 
forward nml ’«l«l gent!}' "Lady, th«* 
road from hen* to the summit is llnt-d 
with cabins, nml no harm <-nu jioasibly 
conn* to you while I have you In charge. 
Or. If you like, you can stay here till 
morning but I would ad vis- you to go 
on to Mrs. K«dly’«. There Is no cabin 
suit*«! to your nc*ed» on this side of the 
peak.”

Ann, stiff and weary and hungry, 
rose in her seat with a sort of despera- 
tlon. "1 will go,” »he »uid with trem­
bling voice.

Tlie vedette, dismounting quickly, 
belps-l h«*r to the grouml, while tie* »««■ 
ond man, leaning low on bis horse, eu 
tens) into« mutter«! conversation with 
an unkempt man in tlie d«s<rway.

Barnett argn«l ami insist«! on going 
on to Kelly’».

“Not one step fartiier!” sternly com­
manded the ve*l«*tte. “But you can 
■leep here till daylight if you wish.”

Ann interposed. "Don, I D-g ot you 
to go home I don't want you to go 
any farther. I am not afraid now. 
Tb.« man will take me to Mrs. Kelly'». 
I'm »'.i of It, «nd Louis will be there 
by this time, and Mr. Rnymon«!.”

"Sure thing, lady. Ami it i»u"t late— 
not more than 7 o'clock. We'll alt..««st 
get there In time for »upper. Can you 
ride ■ her*« ’

lighted cabin, on th«» door of which the 
guldt* resolutely knoekisl. Th«* 1 itch
was inmmdlately llftixl, nml n small, 
pale woman with a blur of yellow hair 
•bout her beau appeared lu the light

“Mrs, Kelly, I've brought you a 
boarder," began the vedette.

Ann caught sight of a boy nt th«* ta­
ble and gave u cry of Joy. “Oil, Duns, 
Louis!”

.With ii whoop the boy rushed from 
the cabin utid tiling his arms ut-ouml 
her.

"(ill, Ann, but I'm glad to se«* you! 
Where Is Cousin Doa? Which way «11«! 
you com«*? Roh h is gme down to 
Bozle to meet you."

Ann turmsl t « thank her guide, who 
was looking st her with undisguised 
admiration.

"It wan a great pleasure,” h«» re­
pik'd, with uu assumption of grand 
manner. “Introduce me, please," lie 
■aid to Mrs. Kelly.

"I mu«t intr<»iu<-o myself first," said 
the little woman. "I um Mrs. Kelly, 
oml your guard ls Mr. Jm-k Munro.”

Ann gave him her bund. ”1 thank 
Mr Munro, but I think lie should have 
allow«! Mr. Barnett to come Into shel­
ter It »Mollis! cru.'l t* send him back 
on that Iona, cold drive."

Munro remulmsl unmoved. "Oh, lie'll 
■tay nt (liiyson's overnight.”

Mrs. Kelly put in a won!. “I think 
you lietter colli«' Imo shelter. You 
must be «»I<1 and hungry. Won't you 
step Inside, Mr. Munrx?”

“No, thank you. It Is it great tempta­
tion. but I've work to do.”

And so, cbill«»d uml hungry, Ann en- 
tered tie* pleasant home of the Kellys, 
and the terror of the dark ride became 
a part of th»* outer world, »hut away 
by the strong, rude door.

"Rob has gone down to th«* stage of­
fice." explained Mr». Kelly. “We 
thongtit you'll come Hint way.”

Mrs. Kelly put Ann <l«iwn to some tea 
awl «-old ment, nml while she was still 
at the table nnd In the midst of her 
story Ituymomi flung op«*n the door.

“Her«' she Is!” he called to some one 
behind him. and his white face and 
glowing «-yes t<-»tlil«-d to his great anx­
iety

Ann rose to m«*«*t him wlUi a rush of 
trust an«l confiilence that fill«l her 
throat and naidered her wordless, but 
sh«* held her hun«l towsnl him.

He seiz«l It. "1 was greatly alarmed 
when I heard Hint you were coming 
alone How <li«l you come? How did 
you fin«! the way?”

Ann then said, "Your friend Munro 
met us. turmsl Don bnck nml piloted 
me up the hill.”

Raymond turned to a big man wbo 
■too*! waiting “Ml»« Rupert, this la 
Matthew Kelly, my mining partner."

Ann gave tier hnn<! Into Kelly*« »nor- 
mom p.uui ai'li a I»* of admiration. 
"1 nm gla*l to know you. Mr. Kelly. 1 
have heard I.oula apeak of you very 
often.”
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