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to notlfy Leadonarters, I was vn the
polnt of wmiui.ug a me anduimn of
such detalls ws seemel lwportant,
when baprtern sudde weunt out
leaving e in total darkness

This was f from pleasant, but the
eflfect it proguced Uupull my nund wuas
not withceut f1s result; for no sooner
did 1 find wysclf alone and in the un
relleved dar 5 £ 1 rravellke
room than 1 becane conviuced thmt no

woman, hewover fron 1. wenlit make
her piunge into an UBKuuwn exisieilce
from the milet of a dorkness only too
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was hoster 1
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Either she ha? nitted the fi 't
before such daylight as could fiter
through the shutters of this closed up
room hnd uite di red a hy
pothesis | itiy desiroyed by the
warmih which still lingered In certuin
portions of Ler body—or else the light

which lhnd been burninzg when she
pulled the fatal trigger had since been
carrled elsewhere or extinguished.
Recalling the uncertain gleams which
we had scen flashing from one of the
upper windows, [ was Inclined to give
some credence to the former theaors,
but was disposed to be fair to both, Ro
after relighting my lamp I turned on
one of the gus cocks of the massive
chandeller over my head and applled
a match, The result was just what I
anticipated; no gas In the plpes A
meter had not been put in for the wed-
ding. This the papers had repeated!y
stated In dwelling upon the garish ef-
fect of the daylight on the elabornte
rostumes worn by the ladles, Candles

kad not eren been provided—ah, ean-
dles! What, then, was It that I saw
glittering on a swaull table at the other
end of the room? Surely a candlestick,
or, rather, an old fashloned candela-
brum with a half burned eandle in one
of jts sockets. Hastlly crossing to It,
I feit of the candle wick. It was quite
stiff and hard. DBut not considering
this a satisfactory proof that it had
not been lately burning—the tip of the
wick soon dries after the flame I8
blown out—I took out my penknife and
nttacked the wick at what might be
called Its root; whereupon I found that
where the threads had been protected
by the wax they were comparatively
soft and penetrable,

The conclusion was obvlous., True
“to my Instinet in this matter, the wo-
man had not lifted her weapon in dark-
ness; this candle had been burning.
But here my thoughts received a fresh
shock. 1¥ burning, then by whom had
it since Leen blown out? Not by her;
her wound was too fatally sure for
that. The steps taken between the
table where the candelabrum stood and
the pince where she lay were taken,
if taken at all by her, before that ahot
was fired. Some one else—some one
whose breath still lingered in the air
about me—had extingulshed this candle
flame ufter she fell, and the death I
looked down upon was not a sulcide,
but a murder!

The excitement which this discovery
cansed to tingle through my every nerve
had its birth in the ambitions feeling
referred to in the opening paragraph of
this parrative. 1 belleved that my long
pought for opportunity bad come; that
with the start given me by the con-
victlon just stated I should be en-
abled to colleet such clews and estab-
Iish such facts as would lead to the ac-
ceptance of this new theory Instead of
the apparent one of sulcide embraced
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atlon by a eriminal’'s hand.
of delicate black net which encircled
her neck rose fresh and Intact to her
chin; por did the heavy folds of her

scene of her death without ornaments
—such severe shplicity marked he:
whole attire,

as elegant as the rest of Lher clothing,
lay near her on the floor, It h
taken off and thrown down, ma
by an impatient hand, That this hand
was her own was evident from a small
but very significant faect., The pin
which had held it to her hair had been
thrust again luto the hat.
but hers would have taken this precau-
tion. A man would have*flung It aside
Just as he would have flung the hat.

on her part of resiming her hat, or
was the action the result of an uncon-
sclous habit?

sible concerning her without Infringing
on the rights of the coroner. I next pro-
ceeded to cdst about for clews to the
{dentity of the person whom I consid-
ered responsible for the extingulshed
candle,
ment awanlted we.
ing expressive of a second person's
presence save a plle of cigar ashes

kitchen chair which stood face to face

the room where the candelabrum rested
on a small table. But these ashes look- | hoted how the long and embracing
ed old, nor could I detect any evidence
of tobacco smoke In the general musti-
ness pervading the place,

The great asetile

in the room of death thoughts for a moment, I bad not ven

tured to approach It beyond a certain
safe radius, Now In looking to see if 1
might not lessen this radius 1 experi-
enced that sudden and overwhelming
interest in its every feature which at
taches to all objects peculiarly asso
lated with danger |
‘ I even took a step toward it, holding
| up my lamp so that a stray ray struck
the fuded surface of an old engraving
| hanglng over the fireplace. It was the
well kuown one, in Washington at
least, of DBenjamin ranklin at the
court of France, inter 12, no doubt,
| in a general way, but scarcely ealeu-
| lated to hold the eye at so eritical an
| Instant. Neither did the shell below
| call for more than momentary atten
|
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tion, for it was absolutely bare. 8o
was the time worn, If not blood stu!med,
hearth, save for the Ilmpenetrable
shadow cast over it by the huge bulk

The boa

rich broadeloth gown betray that suy | ©F the great settle stunding at its edge. | r
disturbance bad taken place in Ler I have already described the lmpres
figure after its fall. If a jewel had slon I.Jt:ul!- on me nt my first --'lu':m--:-
flashed at ber throat, or earrings | LY this ancient and characteristic artl
adorned her ears, they had been re- | ¢l of furniture

moved by a carefu f not n loving, It wus inieusitled now us my eve i
hand But 1 was rather inclined t over the clumsy carviog which added
think that she bad entered upon the to the discomfort of {ts high, straight

back and as | smelled the smell of s

woldy awud possibly wouse  Launted

cushions, A crawling sense of dread

took the place of my first instinctive
'rr|n1,,;n.'m-'s-, not because guperstition
had as yet lald lts grip upon me, al
though the place, the hour and the near
and verltable presence of death were
enough to rouse the lmagination past
the bounds of the actual, but because
| of a discovery 1 had made—a discovery
| which emphasized the tradition that all

who had been found dead under toe
| mantel had fallen as if frow the end of

this monstrous and patriarchal bench.
Question: | Do you ask what this dilscovery was?
Did this argne a natural expectation | It can be told In a word. TLis one
S I end and valy this end had been made
! comfortable for the sitter. For a space
| searcely wide enough for one the seat
| and back at this special point had
| been upholstered with leather, fastened
| to the wood with heavy wrought nalls,
I'l'lu- remalning portion stretched out
! bare, hard and inexpressibly forbldding
to one who sought euse there or even
a moment of casual rest.

The naturnl Inference was that the'
owner of this qualnt piece of furniture
had been a very selfish man who
thought only of his own comfort. But
might he not have had some other rea-
son for his apparent niggardliness?
As 1 asked myself this question and '

Her hat, which was as plaln and also

No hand

Having thus noted all that woas pos-

But here a great disappelnt-
I could find noth-

scattered near the legs of o cowmmon

with the bookshelves In that part of

arm which guarded this cushioned re- |
treat was flattened on top for the con- |
venient holding of decanter and glass,
feclings to which 1 can give no name
man who Med here a fortnight since | and which I had foadly believed my-
accountable for these ashes? 1f so, |

his unfinished cigar must be within | selt pfnuf against began to take the |
ﬁlgllt, Should I seareh for it? XNo, for place of judgment and reason. Before
this would take we to the hearih and | 1 realized the nature of my own im- |
that was quite too deadly & place lul pulse or to what It was driving me l|
be heedlessly approached. | found myself moving slowly and stead-
Besides, 1 was not yet finished with | {ly toward this formidable seat under |
the spot where I then stood, If i.n irresistible desire to fling Wlﬂlfi
could gather nothing satisfactory from | g50n upon tlhiese old cushions and—
the ashes, perhaps I could from the | “pus pere the creaking of some faroff |
chalr or the shelves before which It| gnytter, possibly the one I had seen |
bad been placed. Some one with an in- | swaying from the opposite slde of the |
terest in books had sat there; some o0ne | giraat, recalled me to the dutles of the
who expected to spend sutliclent time bour, and, remembering that my In-
over these old tomes to feel the ll""“| vestigations were but half completed |
of a chair. Had this Interest been a ' gng that I might be Interrupted any |
general one, or had it centered in a par | moment by detectives from headquar |
ticular volume? I ran my eye over the | targ I broke from the accursed charm,
shelves within reach, possibly with a0 | which horrified me the moment I es- |
fdea of settling this question, and| eaped it, and, quitting the room by a |
though my knowledge of books 18 lim | goor at the farther end, sought to find |
ited I could see that these were what | 45 gome of the adjacent rooms the def- |
one might call rarities. BSowe of thew | ynite traces I had failed to discover on
contained specimens of black letter, all | this the actual scene of the crime. |
moldy and smothered in dust; io others | It was a dismal search, revealing at |
I saw dates of publication which| every turn the almost maddened haste |
placed them among volumes dear to 8| with which the house had been aban-
collector’s heart, But none of thui-| doned, 1 passed out Into the kitchen |
80 far as 1 could see, gave any evl- | gnd 50 on by a close and narrow pas |
dence of having been lately handled: | gage to the negro quarters clustered In

Was the

by Hibbard" and about to be promu'-
gated at police headquarters. If so,
what a triumph would be mine and
what a debt 1 should owe to the
crabbed old gentleman whose seeming-
ly fantastic fears bad first drawn me
to this place!

Reallzing the value of the opportu-
nity afforded me by the few minutes I
was likely to spend alone on this scene | o b "o L phar were pure Greek to
of erime, | procesded, to my task with | me, but because it lacked the dust on
that directness and method which I fts upper edge which bad marked

ymised myself should every other volume I bhad handled

and, anxious to waste no time oo
puerile details, I hastily quitted my
chalr and was proceeding to turn my |
attention elsewhere when 1 notlced |
on an upper shelf a book projecting
glightly beyond the others. Instantly
my foot was on the chalr and the book
in my band. Did I find It of Interest?
Yes, but not on account of its con-

had always p

charncterize my first success In detec This. then, was what had attracted the
g g look at t! unknown to thes elves, thls—let me
First, for apother look aft t see If [ can remember Its t “Diisen
fair yot tim bers What a Hoe | guoe 'non Old Coast Lines.” Pshaw!
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while less startling, was perhaps fu
as significant. All the rings were gons, : e : ‘
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even 1 g wh 1 [ vas vl { a pest slending agalusy a

placed":here such 'n short time before.

the rear. Here 1 made a discovery. |
One of the windows in this long dis-
used portion of the house was not only
unlocked, but partly open. But, as [
came upon no marks showing that this |
outlet had been used by the eseaping |
murderer, 1 made my way back to the
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wward whi I now wroed o wy Wilder and wider till the whole roon
ourse of wvestigation. " el
T pave already mentioned thls mu I'lie Instantaneovs honging of a =hut
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dle sputtering in {ts own grease at the

bottom of a tumbler placed on one cor
ner of an old fashioned dressing table.

Thiz, the one

if Incongruity It

not stately in

a room other

rockless=of conse

wnees, but of this presence nothing
wias to e seen

Not satistied with tLis short survey, 1
turned my att Ou (0 my surrom
g | I sler

t 1 » waia !
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1t I It r ‘I

HKe in use before id 1 was gr tly

Z¢ aml the air of

v it by its closely
r ded brocade
den with wo n's

nnd various articles of the toi

let, all of sn unexpected value and
cliness, occupled the spoee between
the two windows, and on the floor, hin
medintely In front of a high mahogany
1tel, there lavy, smid a number of
pty  boxes, an overturned chair

1 claler nud the conjectures Its po
n i vened led me to look up at

» mantel, with which It geemed to

v st gl
minect i

) . and thus 1
became awere of a1 wan old drawing
banging on the wall above it. Why
this picture, which was a totally unin-
teresting eketch of a simpering girl
ace, should have held my eve after
the frst glanee 1 cannot SAY even now,
It Lad po beauty, even of the sentimen-
tal kind, and very little if any mean-
Ing. Its lines, weak at the best, were
rearly obliterated and in some places
quite faded out, yet 1 not only paused
to look at it, but in looking at it forgot
myself and well nigh my errand. Yet
there was no apparent reason for the
epell It exerted over me,

It may seem both unnecessary and
out of character for a man of my call-
ing to acknowledge these chance sen-
eations, but only by dolng so can 1 ae-
count for the minutes which elapsed
before T summoned sufficlent self pos-
sesslon to draw aside the closed cur
tains of the bed and take the quick
look luslde which my present doubtful
rosition demanded. But, once I had

| broken the spell and taken the look

Just mentioned, I found my manhood
return and with it my old ardor for
clews. The bed held no gaping, chat-
tering criminal, yet was It not quite
empty. BSowething lay there, and this
something, while commonplace in It-
self, was enough out of keeping with
the place and hour to rouse my inter-
est and awaken my conjectures, It
wes & lady's wrap, so rich In quality
and of such a festive appearance that
it was astonishing to find it Iying In a

neglected state In this crumbling old |

house. Though I know little of the
cost of women's garments, I do know

the walae of lace, and this garment
win covered with it

Interesting as was this find, It was
followed by one still more so. Nestled
in the folds of the cloak Iay the with-
ered remains of what could only have
been the bridal bouquet. Unsightly
now and scentless, It was once a beau-
tiful specimen of the florist's art. As |

]
noted how the maln bunch of roses!

and lllies was connected by long satin
ribbona to the lesser clusters which
bung from it I recalled with concelva-
ble horror the use to which a similar
ribbon had been put in . the room be-

low. In the shudder called up by this |

coineldence I forgot to speculate how
a bouquet carried by the bride could
have found its way back to this up-
stalrs room when, as all accounts
agree, she had fled from the parlor be-
low without spenking or staying foot
the moment she was told of the catas-
tropbhe which had taken place in the
library. That her wrap should be ly-
ing here was not strange, but that the
wedding bouquet—

That It really was the wedding bon-
quet and that tLis was the room In
which the bride had dressed for the
ceremony was apparent to the most
casnal observer, But it became an es-
tablished fact when in my further
course about the room I chanced on a
handkerchief with the name Veronlca

I embroldered In one corner.

The candle in the tumbler

fr of the 1 se nnd thus to the
& 3 O iting with the uapper
tlc
It wns 1 18 g at the foot

these stairs that 1 came upon the first
of a doz or more burned matches
which lay In a distin trail up th
stalrcase and along the floors of th
upper halls Az these matches wers
ell burned as short as fingers could

hold them, It s evident that they
nod been used to lignt tne steps ot
some one seeking refuge above, poss|
bly in the very room where we had
Seen Lhe gLl wWuich Dad Lrst -.a..‘\,.1

| us te this house. How then? Bhores I

This handkerchief had an [nterest
apart from the name on It. It was of
dalnty texture and quite In keeplng so
far as value went with the other be
longlings of its fastidlous owner. Hut

it was mnot clean, Indeed Wl

oy solled, nnd this soll 4 of a

I did t readily understand, A
women would ¢ tless ha o1
hended oy t cat of
brown streaks [ found on It 't
took me ites to reallze that
1 ' 5 [}

To 1 f
From the n telshelf probably,

one end of which 1 found It. 1}

One look nalong the polished
convineed me whatever « 1
been dusted this sooms

had not. The accumulation of days if

o 1 ,_’ | - " ¥

end to the other of ta unrelleved su
face save where the handkerchlef had
lald, and—the greatest discovery yot

where five clear spols Just to Lug lelt

Had sle Yeen robbed? There Were U0 o i e ——— -
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HEALTH
is the
Most Important

The manufacturers of Royal Baking

| experience.

Powder have had forty years of scientific

Every method of bread-and-cake rais-

ing has been exhaustivelv studied in this

The result 1s a perfect product in Royal

E country and abroad.
| Baking Powder.
Royal Baking

There 1s no substitute
| for it. The E)Dunty and efficiency of
owder have been com-

mended by the highest authorities.

These facts mean

two 1mportant

First: that Royal Baking Powder is
healthful and makes wholesome food.

|
J things to all housekeepers:
|
|

| Second: that Royal Baking Powder
| makes food good to taste.

ROYAL

BAKING POWDER

ABSOLUTELY PURE ,

sented by these spota, By serutinzin
them clogely 1 could even tell whior
the thumb had rested and at onee fore
saw the possibility of determinlng by
menns of these marks both the =k
and shape of the hand which had lof
hehind it so neat and unmistakable
clew,

Wonderful! Bot what did 1t all mean
Why slouid a*maa rest bls flnge.s Jp
on this out of the way shelf? Flad
done so in nn effort to balance himsel
for a look up the chlmpey? No, fo
then the marks wade by his tinoer
wonld have extended to the edge of (s
shelf, whereas these were In the
dle of it. Thelr shape, too, was ronmnd
not ollong. Henece the pressure L
come from above, and—al! 1 had
These Impressions In the dust of th

| shelf were just such as would e mds

| by n person steadyving hhinself for o
| close look at the old picture. And this
accounted also for the overturned
chair and for the handkerchief uied n
| a duster,  Some one's luterest in thi
| picture b e! been greater than mine
some one who was elther Very near
J sighted or whose temperament waos
| such that oniy the closest Inspection

would satlsfy an aroused curlosity.

This gave me an idea, or, rather, Im-
pressed upon me the neceasity of pre-
serving the outline of these telltule
marks while they were still plaln to the
| eye. Tuaking cut wy penknife, I lglt-
ly ran the point of my sharpest blade
around ench separate Impression till 1
bad fixed them for all time In the well
worn varnlsh of the mahogany.

Thia done, my thoughts recurred to
the question already ralsed. What was
there In this old nleture to arouse such
| curlosity In one bent on evil If not fresh

from a hideous erfme? 1 have sald be-

fore that the pleture as a pleture was
! worthless, a mere faded sketch, fit only
for lumbering up some old garret. Then
| whereln lay its charm, a charm which

of the center showed where some clogset not fur [row the great bea, a1t
mnn's finger tips had re l. Nothing g was an ompty closet, so far as the
bt the pressure of finger tips conls ,lmutm‘ went and the two great deaw
have enused just the appearance pro | ers which 1 § 1l standing half open

at its baek, b n the middle of the

floor Iny an overturned eandelnbrom
slmilar to the one below, but with s
prisms seattered aond its one candle
erusghed and battered out of ull shape
on the blackened boards, If upset
while alight, the foot which had stamp-
ed upon It In a wild endeavor to put
out the tames hoad been o frenzied one
Now, by whom had this (renzy been
shown and when? Within the hour?
1 could detect no swell of gmoke, At
some former time, then—say on the
day of the bridal?

Glanclng from the broken candle at
my feet to the one giving Its last sput-
ter In the tumbler on the dressing ta-
ble, 1 owned myself perplexed.

Burely no ordinary explanation fitted
these extraordinary and secinlngly
contradietory clreumstances,

-

[ro BE CONTINUED,]

CLOTHES AND THE MOTH.

Plans For Keeping Winter Garments
Nafe Through the Summer.

The most effectual way to rendey &
house moth swef I to give it ench re-
currfng spring and fafl a goneral and
thorough cleaning. One of the arch
i enemles of the moth s cleanliness. An-
other 1s light. This pest, like all evil
doers, loves dark baunts and dirt and
hates the sunlight, says a writer la
Good Housekerping.

To the possessor of a cedar chest or
wardrobe the task of storing clothing
Is 0 comparatively easy one.

Meth bLulls are considered by many
to be wdeguate protection If dropped
smong stored articles, But on account
of the disagreeable odor which clings

I myself had felt, though not to this  to gnrinents long after vnpacking their
extent? It was useless to conjecture, | Use hecomes objectionable,
A fresh difficulty had bheen added to| All fur garments, rugs and the like
my task by this puzzling discovery, | should be safely stored before there
but difficulties only Increased my In- | bas been heat enough to transform the
terest. It was with an odd feeling of | chrysalld nto the winged Insect. The
elation that, in a further examination | prellminary step In putting away furs
of this room, I came vpon two addl- | for the summer Is (o give them & thor
tlonal facts equally odd and irrecon. ' ough combing with n dressing cowmb,
cllable | thereby dislodging any possible torpld
One was the presence of a penknife, | worm or egge. Then ufter beating well
with the file blade open, on & small ta- , and airing sprio y with pulver
dust, tobacco

ble under the window marked by the | I2ed gum carnpl
leaves or any g el ily aromat
The penknile and le, and dispo of the (urs in paper
the filings en the table \ Bour sa ot awuple
— | Do not tle
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Were s nZs which I8 the jously i
i . 1 fell I ot 1 to be n suare
but wl ) ere g0 lipe as 1o call for prevent 4 ! st the ravages of
magnl R Klass to make them out. | moths As to oll stalns, care must Le
The other was In connectlon with a | taken that it does not come In contact
| witly clho
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