fH_E DEAREST GIFT

n she has waltged ber bhappy

jth Will and Jack and Ted and
Fred,

d of the whirl and jollity

or lovely eyes weighed
sleep,

n at the last, Ahe comes to me,

nd she Is all my own—to keep!

d her gloves and tie her wrap,
¢ say our good nights left and right;
I'm the to be-envied

h, now, indeed, it is go i
Jover's joy let wooers prate;
‘bat counld 8 man ask more in
n this best, dearest gift of fate
o have a sweetheart for a wife?
mart Set.
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JOHN'S TEST.
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UT. Millleent, ean’t you see that
er—that 1 love you as no man
has ever loved before?” I'hie

ck eyes glowed with suppressed ar

Inferring that no man ever has
ed poor lttle Millleent Bigelow be
e. And, to tell the truth, John,
t's just what's the matter—that I»
¢ g certaln detinite point In my life
miale creature ever deigned to cast
lapce at my insignificance, that be
¢ Aunt Mary Invited me to spend a
buth with ber in New York and sent
home with a carload of trunks, con
ning nothing but wearing apparel
hressly designed and manufacturad
New York and Paris modlstes to
forth and enhance my previously
discovered beauty, that before |

ne home and lost all my girl friends |

t of jealousy for my better clothes,
n were not in the habit of tumbling
over themselves to tell me twenty
mes o day that they loved me”

smiled provokingly at the look

juine astonishment that her sud
wutburst had brought to the sen

Iy lined mascullne face before

r
‘And now, you, whom I considered
vy best friend, have become as non

asieal ns any of them. It is true you |

ve sald the apparently enticing
rds but once, and stumbled over
sm1 at that, by the way, but, con
fering that we have just arrived at
» plenle grounds and that presently

shall ask you to take me out In a |

noe on the lake, and expect you to
me to go with you again after

mch, I doubt not that by the twen- |

th time you will become as tluent as
s others."”
‘Millle, I ecan't deny that 1 shall
yhably keep on repeating the ques-
bn untll 1 get the one answer that
§11 satisfy me, but when you accuse
of wanting to marry you because
u may have more or less worthless
ery on, it's beyond—""
*Johin Atwood, 1 don't know what
bu designate as cheap finery, but I
puld have you know that this gown,

wn with |

well as the boa which adorns my
oulders, was a speclal present from |
ntle and {imported direct from
ris.” The rufMled feelings sought
nsolation In rearranging the fluffy |
atlon of lace and artificial flowers |
jnt composed the neckwear In ques-
n.

You understand what I meant, Mil
ut. 1 can't say you don't look nice
that thing around your neck, but I
ed you just as well in the brown
»s8 that you used to wear with |
ywn ribbons, and then you used to
me put my arms around you.”

An Indignant shoulder turned in his |

rection was the only answer,

k me to take you out on the lake, as
pu sald you would, before [ do the
king and offend you again.”
The pouting face, half hidden behind |
e white parasol, looked almost as |
hough about to refuse to go out on
he lake altogether, but John pulled |
y & canoe and guietly began arrang-
g the cushlons. When he had fin- |
hed, a figure behind a parasol stepped
b and settled down among them
Nothing was sald until they had
oceeded nearly across the lake and
re skirting along the opposite shore,
hen as John was paddling Idly,
atching a reflection In the water
volee suddenly demanded that he
irn aside and enter an opening that
¢ shore made at this point and
hirough which could be seen a small
wl of water thickly studded with the
Flhilte blossoms of the water lilies
Without hesitation John turned the
ose of the ecanoe In the directlon in
ited and paddled up to the point
terin when he noticed that the
r In the Inclosed space was very

and covered a surface of dark

topped] progress and walted for

f the volee to observe the

of entering whers
ent water to allow paddling. But
hie flowers gleamed white In the sun-
ight and a scornful ripple of laughter |
as his answer
Manlike. he gave in y woman's |

th
the

8 the owner procs

A grea
fly rose
ere. dire
boat, and

Ing luffin

spring
the anoe, and yhn
knien .-}.,.:\ fa black. =
bedraggled and
Weeping r ; b
der, and an overturned canoce with'a
Lis reach

It was then be saw his chance. “Mil- |

’ | heads.
“But won't you please hurry and .1“ d

| foxy old darky made literally thou

POPE LEO XHL., WHO RECENTLY CELEBRATED
THE SILVER JUBILEE OF HIS PONTIFICATE.

ong wire has |

Forrest Willard t

water bag for appiyir

zZ

Pope Leo XIIL, who recently celebrated the silver jubllee of his pontifl
cate, was born at Carpineto, Italy, March 2, 181, He is the son of Count
Louls Pecel and was baptized by the names of Vineenzo and Gloaccehino

laloed In ISST, v 1 le | n 1846, proclalmed a cardinal in

He was or I
} Muarch 3 fol

1853, and was elected Pope Fel
low ing

licent, stop your « i ever saw | 1} hat would take down in a coun
a worse looking crea e In my life.” | try iere  yeller-legged chickena are
A white face of astonishment turned  thicker'n bees, and where watermel
up to his. *“And, for heaven's sake, |ons just pop out of the soll out of
take off that black, cozy thing around 'their own volition. The ignorant blacks
Your neck.” Unconsclously a muddy | fell to those little bone charms all In
fist stole up and dragged off the cling- | a bunch, and they dug up from £5 to
ing mass of slime and dropped it with £15 apiece for the things at that
a shudder, | “They absolutely and implicitly be-
“Now, Millicent, will you marry leved that the wearing of the charms
me?" Not till then did the face show would render them Invisible, and for
any comprehension of the words being months the darkies down our way
spoken. Then a flash of color appeared provided with these charms have heen
under the streaks of black and a quer- attempting to help themselves to all
ulous little sob escaped from the sorts of things that didn't belong 1o
trembling lips as, burylng her face them, right in the presence of the own
agaln on the wet, heaving chest, she ers of the property, and in broad day
answered, sofely, “Yes, John!"—Plila- lzght, under the bellef that thelr
delphia Item.

charms screened them from the vision
. of men. It took a long time, and not a

BOUGHT MAGIC BONES.

little buckshot, to convinee them that
| their bone charms didn't amount to
Florida Negroes Secking Invisibility much, and then they came to the (ront
Realized that They Were Seen. with the story of how they had got
“For a good many years,” sald a hold of the charms.”—Washington
Florida man, who was up thils way Post i
recently, “we have been famillar in the |
far South with the schemes which de-
glgning negroes with the money-mak-
ing Instinet have been working upon
thelr ignorant fellows to coax the coln
from thelr clothes. I'd hate to say
how many thousands of dollars the
more lgnorant negroes of Florlda alone
give up every year for concections,
manufactured out of nothing worth
while by the crafty negroes, for ‘whit-
.llli"ll there are the

Rallway Company's Logic.

A woman In Belglum whose husband
had lost his life In a rallway accldent
recelved from the company 10,000
francs by way of compensation. Short-
ly after she heard of a traveler who
had lost a leg and bad been pald 20,000 |
francs, The widow at once put on her |
bonnet and shawl and went to the of- |
fice of the company,

“Gentlemen, how Is this?" she asked
“You give 20,000 francs for a leg and
ey att thix n sale Ly You allowed me only 10,000 francs for
Whatevar 06 G5 Shewm l; ::'.| "‘ the loss of my husband.” |

r negroes down ray for ‘taking . |
lr;il.:\h:.l‘ﬁ':ri':nr :?fl\:\l.],...!t:r[:;\‘|I:.,ur“,...;l.“:.l:: ll-"“']}l[.lj,-' “.-n-s the reply, n.-:-‘.r.!j““
l'ulul'.-(l women, !"!llo‘l'\Ti:_\' the to the New York \IH..IJ and l'u‘iii'l'ﬁ'_

“the reason Is plaln. Twenty thousand
franes won't provide him with a leg,
but for 10,000 francs you can get a hus
band."”

ening their skins
mualtitudinous lotlons or ointments or

yvounger ones, fall victims to this kind
of stuff for all of thelr spare change,
and there are plenty of young black
bloods who eagerly give up £5 and even
£10 for fake contraptions that are al Beautifying Slot Machine,
leged to be designed to make their A beautifying automatic machine is
noses aqulline Instead of flat, the latest slot novelty that Is now to
“But an anclent black schemer was be seen In Berlin, The machines are to
be placed in dressing rooms at dancing

put away down In Florlda not long
v  halls, In cafes, on rallway statlons, and

ago for springing and successful

working an entlrely new one. The lke places where people congregate
You drop your money in the slot, and In
sands of dollars out of his dodge be. return you receive powder, eyebrow
fore he was nalled He passed the pencll, lip pomade, rouge and other ad
word around among the Ignorant ne- punects to female beauty. With the ald
gro men that he had a consignment of of a mirror o ¢'s money's worth ecan

charms. in the shape of small pleces of then be satisfactorily used.

O i} ol come pretly near . : -
bone, that would I ; s The truth Is that the long halr found
on a husband's coat doesn’t enter as
often into famlily quarrels as visits

from his wife's kin

'

re | ¥
their purchasers bosses of ev

making
erything In sight The owner and
\\'q":qi‘- r of one of his bone charms, he
announced, would be rendered com
1f you accomplish anything, you must

pletely invisible to human eyes Well
do It In spite of the critles.

you « readily imagine how a charm

BILL SEWALL, THE MAINE GUIDE.

am Wingate

Pride. of Island

I'resident Roossvelt

mevelt At the White

al Malne woodsman

k ‘ing expeditions when
acqualotance thus formed bhas

abdomen
In one hundred analyses of
Blane's s
robe was four

plentiful in the o

ber showed a #tles
scending the mounts
“Weather shoot
such lhuportance
that not
Congresses (0 CONSi
held. The latest
perts are mostiy
firlng s useless
or hall, although experiment
ed untll the possible effects ar
understood.
The mysterious “sleepln
of West Africa, which ha
subject of late sclentitie luy
proves to be a form of men
ferlng from cerebro \i»‘:;(.
in its chronic and almost lavariab
futal character. It {8 classed !
drogliobla as one of the 1
diseases known It 1s commul
from person to person in
known way, begiuning with
lesaness, which passes int
then into death, Its duration
to slx months. Thus
been known only among negroes
has depopulated large distr
ever, and its spread Is fon
the opening of African trade
The fascinating legend, which
led to many speculative the
fantastical storles, of the former
Istence of a great and populous cont
Atlantie ocen t

of G

A meetin » Royal 1rish

In November, when the Atlantls prob
lem was diseussed by Dr. R. F. Scharfy
who contended that the evidence show
ed that the fauna of the Atlantie Isl
ands was mainly derived from a for
mer land connectlon with Portugal and
Morocco Dr. Scharff also defended
the theory of a land ULridge, In the
same latitudes, connecting Europe and
America, and persisting untll Mlocene
thines,

In Austria and Germany an auto
matic system of stopplug fast rallroad
trains without the co-operation of the
engline driver or the brakemen has re
cently been tried with satisfactory re
sults. The apparntus consists of two
parts, one carrled by the locomotive,
close to the ralls, and acting directly
upon the brakes of the traln, and the
other attached to the track and <on
nected with all signal points at curves,
gates, and so forth. 1f It becomes nec
essary suddenly to stop an approach
ing train, the turning of a lever throws
up a connectlon from the track to the
apparatus under the locomotive which
governs the brakes, At the same thme
au auntomatie signal whistle waras the
engineer of what has been done. The
brakes can be released In a simllar
manner. Between Vienna and Krems
the device has worked
with tralns running 62 miles an hour,

successfully

HUNTER'S DEAREST TROPHY.

Sportasman’s Ambition Marred Unless
He Hns Killed a Hear.

A blg black bear is the trophy that
all sportsmen who have been In the
woods are after, Shootlng deer 1s all
right, and a moose, of course, is a
sportsman’s ambition until be gets one;
then he must have a bear
so0 much bigger, you know, to say that
you have kllled a bear, comments the

It sounds

Bangor Commerclal Bears are sup
posed to be very dangerous and ounly
shot after hand-to-hand encounters and
thurllling escapes from death

Bear hunting, however, I8 not so
precarious as the sportsmen often
make It out to be. The killing often

consists of merely rupning ncross one

in the woods and shooting him before |

Then dogs are often
While the dogs

sunpping are

he can get away
used In hunting bears
Ly thelr barking and
keeping the brute excited, the hunter
has time to take a good alm and get
his game. Bears are often found In
their dens and smoked out. They nre
sometimes Inclined to be ugly when
this Is done, but do not stand mnuch
chance against two or three 45-DUs.
Practically all bears which are shot
hy sportsmen are brought out of the
woods and elther mounted whole or
made into rugs, or the heads are wsel
up with the mouth open to give them a
flerce expression. Bears are outside
the pale of the law In Maine and way
be shot, trapped or killed In any other
way wherever they may be found
Whenever o bear comes down from
up river the owner can always be
found at the western depot Perhaps
he has a deer or moose along that he
has to ldentify. After doing so he wi
always ask If It |ls necessary for hlm
to prove property In regard to the
bear, and he smliles proudly on the
crowds which are always gathered
around the wardens. If the bear |s nl
the game he has, why he will make a
big touse about not belng able to find
the warden so as to ldentify his bear
w, of course, he wants to be sure that
b bear isn't selzed He wouldn't
jave that happen hing. ©Oh,
to Nor would he hav he crowd re
maln lgnorant of the fact that he pot

bis bear
A GRATEFUL BNAKE

Ktory Told of One in a New Orleans
“Yeracity" Clah,
that n soaks

m ever know
] gErateful

@ asa Jdog at or any other ai

neked the

poem |
ed up the |
ey e wound

| Chauncey M

replenished

1ldenly the serpent
raspring T'hey both

ime thme and met b

| snake struck the other

ng him back about two
of the prettiest strug
r witnessed Eunch rep-
after the other, and the

wsld
llsteners ceording to the New O
leans Times - Democrat, and the Vera
ty Club adjourned without date,

One on be
Returning recently f
nual trips to X
Depew  was,

the center and life of the

| hud gathered in the steamer

after dinner, and all
leut storfes were brushed
made to do duty once wore
nll of the other passengers voluntees
contributions tw the gen
entertnlnment, but one old e«

Yarious

man ‘i.'lt III ] COrner l'\l‘|_\' eveln
smoking his pipe in sllenee, bro
only now and then by a gutiuara
chuckle. As the steamer nearsd New
York Mr. Depew proposed to the oth
ers that he should have a little fan
with this old hayseed and try to get
a rise out of him, and, calling a
the room, he sald

Mr. Jones, all the rest of us have
been dolng what we could to amuse
the company darbing the voynge, but
we have not heard from you, Can't
you tell us a story ¥

Mr. Jones could not think of any
story

“Well, can't you sing us a song?”

Oh, no! Mr. Jones could not sing.

“Well, you certalnly ought to do
your share; perhaps you can give us
a conundrum.™

Well, e had been thinking of a co
nundrom, Mr. Jones flnally admitted
and It was this: .

“What {g'the difference between Mr
Depew and a wild turkey ?”

When no one present conld suggest
the answer Mr. Jones drawled ont

“Wall, a wild turkey aln't stuffed
with chestnuts till after he's dead.”

Cats of All Kinds.

A dangerous eat (eatastrophe),

An aspiring cat (eatamount)

A cat that ean swim (eatfish).

A cat that can Ay (eathird)

A cat that will be a butterfly (eater
plliar)

A llbrary cat (eatalogue)

A ont that asks guestions (cate
chism)

A cat’'s near relatlon (eatskin)

A cat that I1s good to eat (catsup).

Lorned eat (eattie)
eat that throws stones (eatapult)

A tree eat (catalpa)

A wiuter cat (eataract).

A eat that flavors grapes (catawba)

A eat that covers acres of ground
(eataclysm) .

A subterranean eat (catacomb)

A cat that, living, appears dead (eat
nlepsy)

A cat prized as a gem (eatseye)

A eat with a cold (catarrh) Ladiss'
Home Journal.

Hebuke to a Charl,

A small negre boy went into a gro
cery store a few days ago and asked a
smart” clerk for a match. The clerk
snid they sold them and dido't give
them away. The boy fumbled In his
pocket, got a penny, bought a box of
matches, took out & few and handed
the rest to the clerk. “Fut these on the
counter, and when a g
for & match give him one
nified little man as he walked away

itleman asks
"sald the dig

How They Calculated,
How did you come to re-elect that
an who was so genernlly suspected
rregular methods
wWell answered Farmer Corntos
we figured It out and neluded
wght to be pretty comfortable
atisfled by this tin an that
hetter to let b on than
office over e one that
& In fresh nd hungry

n Rtar

spfoan Cenftenarians

]

AFTER ALL, WHAT IS FAME?

Uncle Sam-—Hobhson, Hobson? Seems to me | can't place him. Oh, yes,
didu’t be kiss somebody or sluk a skip?

THE PANAMA CANAL.

Some of the Mayin Features of a Great
Engineering Work,

Now that the diplomatle obstacles In

the wuy of the construction of the

Panama Canal are removed, many peo
the Tribune Farmer belleves, will
refresh thelr memories col

¢ leading engineering fea

miles wide

hut line, b he canal widl

be about thirty-elght ar a half mlles
long, oot Including channel dredging
In the terminal harbors e general
direction from the Atiantie (Carlbbean) |
and to the Pacific outlet 1s from north
west to southeast I'he Paclifle port
Panamna, Is about twenty miles further
east than Colon on the Atlantle. The
highest ground is off to the south, and
the elevation here Is sometimes 300
feet above sea level. The water sup
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water of Lake Bohlo, will be construct-
ed three miles to the southwest of the
dam and locks, on a small tributary
alled the Glgante. A natural cut ex-
113 here, sixty-five feet above sea ley-
el Of course the splllway must be
Ligher than that to malotain the de
sired level ln Lake Bohlo The com
mlsslon proposes to have It eighty five
above l '3 om the Gigante
the wnter i1 I off through
swaumps to the lower Chagres, a little
exceavating belping the flow here. 1t
Is expected that the Glgante splllway
will serve ns an automatle safety valve
In time of Noods,
As already stated, about twelve and
a half miles of route lle through Lake
Bohlo. For fully seven miles there

| will be deep water. Only a lttle dredg

ing will be necessary as Gamboa Is ap-
proached. To the southeast of the lat
ter polnt Yes the heaviest work along
the whole route. For nearly eight
miles (705, to be exact) a cut In the
backbone of the Isthmus will be need
ed to bring the canal down to the
proper level. This I8 known as the
Culebra cut.  The water will be no
bigher here than In Lake Rohlo, and
there will be no locks, However, as It
may be desirabile to draln the Culebra
level sowme tlme, gates will be intro-
duced near Gamboa (nt Obispo),

It may be remarked, In passing, that
the depth of the Culebra cut bears a
close relation to the helght of the Bo-
hio dam. The amount of execavation
in the former was lessened twenty feet
when the commission declded to ralse

ALnAagupen

e AN :

PACIFIC QCEAN

ROUTE OF THE PANAMA CANAL,
ply comes from the Chagres Hiver, to
the enstward of the eannl route. That
stream Joins the latter near Gamboa,
ind widens out lnto a lake (Bohlo)
twelve and a half miles long. Much
of this can be utilized for the canal at
very lttle cost. The geweral courss
of the Chagres Ils northwestward, and
t empties Into the Caribbean several
mlles west of Colon, having fAowed
through a low, marshy country much
of the wnay From lake Bohlo the
canal foallows a diferent route from
the river. It Is proposed to have the
bottom of the canal 150 feet wide. The
slope of the banks, and hence the
width at the top, will depend on the
| nature of the soll through which the
The cnual is 10 be thirty

nnal s cut
five feet deep

the level of Lake Bohlo to ninety feet
above the sea, Instead of seventy feet.
On the other hand, If General Abbot's
recommendations had been adopted, It
would have been necessary to go twen-
ty feet lower In the cut. Part of the
material to be removed here Is rock,
but a good deal Is merely clay.

Fartly to control the excesses of the
Chagres In very ralny weather, It has
been proposed to bulld a dam at Alha-
Jueln, ten or eleven miles east of Gam-
boa, near the source of the stream, An
artificlal Igke there would serve as a
reservolr, take care of part of the sur
plus water when the precipltation was
Lheavy, aod thus relleve Lake Bohle
of a part of Its responsibility. By af-
fording storage, too, It would be able
to relnforce the lower lake In the dry
KeAsOn.

At the southeastern end of the Cule-
bra cut, at Pedro Miguel, there Is a
drap of sixtytwo feet, managed by
two locks. At Miraflores, a mile and a
third further, another lock lowers the
level twenty-elght feet more. Beyond
that polnt to Panama, over four miles,
the cannl Is at sea level. Dredging In
Colon Harbor to the extent of 2.0 miles
and at Panama for 3.6 miles will add
materinlly to the work required, but
these figures are not Ineluded In the
estlimntes already glven for the eanal

proper.

Spontaneons Combustion,
Cottou waste molst with lard or oth-
er anlmal oll will Ignite from the sun's
rays. So will damp lampblack. Nitrie
acld and charcoal create spontaneous
combustion. New printer's Ink on pa-
per when lo contact with a hot steam
plpe will Ignite quickly. Bolled lin-
seed oll and turpentine In equal parts
on cotton or linen rags or cotton waste
will Ignite In a few hours under a
mild heat, and will In time creats
enough beat to lgnite spontaneously,
Bituminous coal should not be stored
where It will come In contact with
wooden partitions or columns, or
against warm buller settings or steam

I'o the first stretch of twelve and a |
half miles southward from Colon thers |
will probably be no Interruption, In
order to reach the level of Lake Bohlo
two or three locks will be necessary :
Genernl 1. V. Abbot sdvised hltlu‘i
the lake, whose helght will be deter
miined by a dam across the old path
af the Chagres, only meventy feet
abare sea level he United States |
vommission sdopted ninety feet as the
staundard, although In the driest season
thls may fall off to eighty-two,. Where |
he eanal taps the lnke two or three
I'he com

aslon favored only two, each making
a difference of forty-two or forty-five

locks are to be Introduced

fect In the water level
locks are feasible, It \s remotely possi
oy 1y finally be adopted
fe lock up and down only
thirty feet as a time If a third lock
s introduesd perbaps It will not be |
lopen tedd other two, but be
constracted at Tiger HI An enor
blocking the course of the |
to be hullt a NHttle enst of |
ke Engloeers say that |
he less danger of uw-[-;gr_
hrongh the soll, If there 1s
nly sizxty five to seveaty
temd of one of ninety |
Is another lock atgliger |
offoert would be secured

we to the

A wplllway to discharge the surplus

Although suech |

plpes This coal should not be very
deep If It In to be kept on storage for
a long period. [If piled In the base-
ment of a bullding it should be shallow
and free from molsture and under good
ventllation

It Accommodated Barglars

A placard reading “WUl Not Return
Uaotll December 8, placed upon the
door of a resldence In West Philadel-
phin, was so Informing to burglars that
when the famiy did return at the date
fixed they found the house ransacked,
and sllverware, Jewelry and much
elothing missing. The police were notl-

| led, but the thieves had not been so

accommodating and left no hints on
thelr part.

The Problem Novel
Noggshy —~What Is a problem novel?
Waggshy — It Is one In Wwhich the
maotive of the author and the Judgment
of the publle are equally puzsiing to
the reader. —Baltimore American.

Cellars in Berlin.
Recent statistics published In Berlin
show that there are 25,760 dwelling eel-
lars in that clity.

A Differesce in Welght
A hody welghing one pound on earth
would welgh twenty-seven and a balf
puunds upon the sul

o A




