DELIGHTS OF

THE MAPLE SUGAR SE

ASON.

HE “Caw! Caw! Caw!" of a bunch of ever hungry
crowd, lazlly fapping thelr way across the meadows
and over the frozen honey-combed wheat telds; the
bright plumaged bluejays, scolding among the bare
treetops on the edge of the wood lot; the red-breasted
irobins, hopping around on the short, dull green grass. In
he sheep pasture; the bluebirds, chirping In the dead
ywranches of an old beech tree, looking over a last year's
mest: a red-headed woodpecker, rapping on the dead bark
of a tall hickory tree on the edgze of the clearing, where the
wollen creek washes its muddy waters agalnst the lower
sranches of the pussy willow, just beginning to show a
faiut tinge of green, and the skunk cabbage foreing Its
way through the thin lee in the marshland. Those are all
laigns of spring, but the surest signs, from a practical stand
olnt, |8 when the farmer and his boy and hired man first
].prum‘h the sununy hillside of the old sugar bush, where
he snow still stubbornly hangs In ecurlous-looking wet
inatches among the dead leaves and branches, With auger
land bit, spout and pail, they proceed to snare the crystal
Arops of sweet sap that spring from the roots of the maple
imt the first breath of spring.

When all the maples in the “bush” are tapped and the
palls hung, “old Nell,” the oldest horse In the stable, is
hitched to the stoneboat or bhobsled, with barrels staked on
1t. and the rounds of the camp are made, gathering the first
run of sap.

The sap is dumped Into a huge wooden trough, and from
n iron pipe It runs into the evaporating pans over a brick
urnace In the sugar house. When [t freezes up hard at
pight, followed by a heavy thaw the next day, it produces
“big run” of sap. Then the farmer, his boys and bired
1an will have to stay up all night to boll down the sap be-
'ore It gets sour,

Usually several neighbors will drop In during the even-

WORLD'S A-GOIN' RIGHT.

An' g-rantin’' and a-railin® ‘cause the |

world aln't goin’ right.

They are weepin' o'er its sorrows an’
they keep its woes in view,

An’' they never note the sweetness o' the

roses drippin’ dew.

tutedd. An

Ing, and while the boys tend the fire and skim the sap the |

I asked. They explained lnm-hurently‘-

old famlly dlamonds of great

- ; that Mme. Laroche's
Bome people are a-growlin’ an’ a-howlin' | g 10n
day an' night, | value, All the

gervants
summoned Into an adjoining room
| ghort, a formal search was to be Instl-
old gentleman,
had been unanimously
rect this Investigation just as I was

older men will smoke and tell storles that make the boys

hug closer to the bright firelight and start at strange nolses,

| or again the woods and sillsldes will echo back the joyous

lnughter at a funny story and then comes a midnight sup-
per on ham and eggs. bolled In sweet sap, and potatoes
baked In the ashes, Games and storles follow as the night
wears on, till the sap Is bolled down and the fires banked,
and the sleepy but happy crowd trudge homeward over the
frozen stubble In the early dawn.

The last sugaring-off at the end of the senson I8 the day
of festivities and hard work combined. The nelghbors’
children are there, gathered around the steaming Kettle of
sirup with their dishes and little paddles whittled out of
hasswood, eagerly walting for the word when the sirup Is
thick enough to stir Into sugar.

A patch of snow s found in a sheltered spot In the woods
near by and a dipperful of thick liquid Is thrown over it. It
quickly cools into the form of taffy. It Is fine.

That night the stlecky sugar Is washed from hands and
faces of little children, the taffy Is combed out of their halr,
and they are put to bed full of sweet stuff and thoughts of
an enjoyable day in the old “sugar bush.”

The frost is all out of the ground on the hillside. The
warm winds have drled up the sap. The soft maples are
already In bud, and the pussy willows are In full bloom
along the ecreek. The =ap palls are all gathered In and
stacked away. The fire in the furnace Is flooded and the
“sugar house” 1s locked up and the eamp deserted.

The red squirrels chase each other over the roof and a
restless bluejay scolds in the branches of the old birch tree,
A flock of ducks splash nolslly around In a shadowed pool
of the ereek trying to settle down for the night,

The full moon Is rising above the swamp, while a two

horse wagon rumbles up the lane ladened with the sweet
spolls of the “sugar season.”"—E. A. Bushnell, In Cloelnnat!
Post.

diamonds were | and the old gentleman.

My heart beat furlously. I felt my-
self become terribly pale, but, conceal
ing my agitatlon and steadying my
volee, 1 asked to be searched first,

M. Coppe smiled at what bhe consid
ered the whim of & young man, and
proceeded methodleally to my exam-

been
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had

M. Coppe,
selected to dl-

s 8, entering, and his first propositlon was  (nation. 1 blushed, I became pale,
ome sonle 1 hel elt . . q
e p.-nihl.l- }]I1 e ok I;_r . . that everyone should submit, or, rath- | without anyone finding that peculiar
v lessings .
K P \g8 rare, er, offer himself to be searched. Al | ynder the eclreumstances. When It

They fail to breathe the fragrance that
is floatin’ on the air.

They keep the thorn an' thistle an’
nettles aye in view.

he

that, after the

They pass the blushin’ roses in their
haste to pluck the rue. |
|
This world may have its failin's, but 2
there's good enough for all, | cares; and, with
An' we may choose the sweetness or bit-  awalted the end

terness an' gall. while M, Cq
An' if we meck the shadows, an’ if we

shun the light, domestics.
"Tis we, an’ not the world, friends, that

ain’t a-goin’ right.
—Los Angeles Herald,
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S T could
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talk In
overheard
low:

T that time I was engaged (and “If you love me,

though the thing was rather offensive,
no one protested, and It was declded
servants,
present should be examined.

To tell the truth, all this seemed of
small lmportance beside my personal

|-r
ppe, his two witnesses and
our host, began the inspection of the

Very soon I fell again Into my medl-
tation, my eyes fixed on the fireplace
as though there were a fire, when sud
denly a felt a light touch on my elbow.
i head with a start,
king at me most beeseech
We were alone near the fireside

low
She murmured very

was over 1 made two or three stepa
backward and found myself near
Jeanne, She lowered her fan and
handed me something with a coolness
that was only equaled by my calmness
In selzing the object and placing It In
a pocket of my coat. After which I
leant against the fireplace, belng now
merely a witness and above all susp!
clon

M. Coppe's search was unproductive
of results. There remalued nothing
to do but to visit all the rooms and
then Inform the police

Still my trouble of mind Increased as
I remalned standing by the freplace,
My brain was In a whirl, and 1 felt the
erime welgh om me as though I were
Indesd the thief.

Jeanne at last came toward me, with
| that undulating step of hers, and gave
me a look of such passionate gratitude

each person

others, 1
adventure,

several
the

to see
without

tones

arrange that they

very. pleased to be) to & most search you first; then try to be near that It almost seemed to scorch me
enigmatical young person. She me and. without belng seen, try to con Then In an !mperative tone she aald
epoke rarely and in a way always a “Ido you still love me?

little mysteriously, making voluntary | _ . . 4

eeoal the object that I shall pass you

I did not hesitate. I replled firmly:

; secrets of a hundred little actions ‘-'rl = sy blood ran eold This annoylng “Yes."
ife a - o *+ s Ir - e b v ’
!;.'.1' and loving solitude In an &IATD-| 4\ igent became terrible, filling me| “In spite of all that I have done?”
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- — ' Y | my=elf to smile, am hilsperedq: {1l mus you.
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me, and that, according to her : : ) — ‘ .',, — p——
wWas enonugh to declde a v ng gir r [ L - . . : oty K
marriage™ In vain 1 suppl : end o B :
valn I tried to animate this « £ 2 . "
being: she remalned as distant as the . . n - e : 10
manner In which she loved, as £ ¥ D : en [ found that
known as she was dominating g . ne was gently urging me out
One evening as T was dre z I ¢ ) errace '-"'*r’i" the shadows laj
Nttle I'I:'_".,'“.q.-' e A - - . . . r ‘-'“‘l = '.“F Nead seized
tion was heard In the | - r A While two pure lipe
turned to the salon, where o g v - e ' pressed to ming, e Jesase wer
was In disorder. my stE o d '
treased, thelr frien 1& - Irrass £ 'y f adores you! Khe has
troubled. and old M La H the ked ) To test your love she
ribly pale and trembiing arcRing i o oW jewel box ™™ —New
“What 1o the world has | 1ppead e . te Pl York News
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POISON OF SNAKES.

The Apparatus of Defense Used by

Serpenta.
There exist numerous degrees in the

perfection of the polson appars

derpents, certaln species L at
tached to the upper jawbor or
more long teeth or hoellow fangs, |
vided with a dropper froma which the
venom flows These teeth are Armly
fizxed to the subjacent bone, and are
lmmovable The ophl i W ,
provided with the st sl Appar
atus are the solenoglyphes, thelr very
short upper maxillaries belng ¥
able and each provided with a polso
fang pleced with a ceuntral canal and
not with a simple dropper, this canal
communlicating with a poison gland on
each side

These polson fangs, movable or Im
movable, with a dropper or with a
central ecanal, are distinguished
others by thelr greater length and by

their needle-dke polnts. The canal s

plerced by two openings; a cir
one & found near the root of the t
which permits the venom to ent
from the venom glands during
time the month I8 opened 'he low
opening Is situated at the polut of t

tooth, and serves as the distributor .
the pelson.

If one of the teeth Is broken tho
neighboring teeth supplement it, and
sometimes three days after the accl

torm

dent the new fang la completely

od Bnake charmers, to prevent this
replacement, not only remove the
fangs, but also the folds of the gun
in which they repose The polson

glands are the sallvary glands, the up
per lablals, the sallva of which con
talns the polson. They are occaslonal

ly very large and In certaln species
reach the abdominal cavity., but or
dinarily they do mnot pass the neck
At the moment the fangs rise the
sacks are pressed against the tem
poral muscles and the secretlon flows
into the wound

The venom s a llmpld fluld simila
to water, often colored yellow
greet Its active m ples Is n
azotize] matter tlaten I
absolute aleohol g dried
resembles a varnish, keeping its da
gerous power for years It I8 at the

game time a polson to the blood and GAMBLING A GROWING EVIL OF SOCIETY.

A polson to the nervous system, La

Sclence lllustree.
SMALLEST WOMAN DOCTOR

Mra. Hada M, Burkhart of #pringfield
Has Good Practice

Dr. Hada M. Burkhbhart, eandidate be
fore the lllinols State convention for
the office of Bupreme Medical Exam-
Iner to the Royal Nelghbors of Amer
fea, an auxillary to the Modern Wood
men, s unigue In belng the
woman physician In the United States

smnllest

majesty Queen Vietorla

of stock noted for longevity. Her great-
grandfather, Samuel Lewls, lived to be

DR. HADA M, BURKHART.

101 years old, and her great-great grand
mother 115 years. Another great great
grandmother dled In Strawberry, Tex.,
aged 104, Bhe In pre-eminently a mem
ber of orders, belng a member of the
Royal Nelghbors of Amerlea, a past
noble grand of the Daughters of He
bekah, a member of the Loyal Amerl
cans, Court of Honor, Lady Maccabees
Woman's Rellef Corps, the Woman's
Christlan Temperance Unlon, Ladles
of the Globe, the Unlversal Suffrage So
clety, the Ladles’ Ald Boelety, the
Springfleld Woman's Club, and the
Christian Chureh of Springfleld

Naturalist by Trade,

The owner of a certaln small farm In
the Midlands s not a bad fellow In
his way. Untll recently he pald little
heed to trespassers, so long, of courss
as they refrained from dolng wiiful
damage to his property, says Tit-Rits

Of late, however, he has been compar
ing notes with his neighbors, with the
result that when, early the other mor:

ilng, he found a particularly suspicious
looking trespasser on his land he had
something to say

“Wot are ye doln' on my land?" he
hegnn

“I'm a doin" no harm,” came the
ply. “I wor only looking If 1 ¢
find a few nuts!™

“Oh, nuttin’ this time, eh?" dryly

remArked the farmer. “"Extending y«

business, 1 reckon?”

‘1 don't know what you means, Mr

“Oh, don't you?' |

“Well

iterrapted Farmer

Drake I'll just explaln mat
ters. When Nelghbor Bull caught you
on his land you wor mushrooming, »
when he got back to the house ‘e
issed an owd hen Wh Nelghbor
MHavfield saw vou vou wos arter hra
bles, an’ yon left his farm about the
same time as a couple durks! Now
I ketehes you youre nuttin’, an’ you'll
just come along o me while | take
L 34 K
rmer Drake missed 1 g 1t
ing
The Way of the World
What would you do If you wers
I'd buy what | wanted first t 2z
e | that's whers ' .
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. S '8 J 4 4 5 A e t >
- violen .
¥ . 2
s uoioy ks . f
CV ’ s g
of vie e | A -
. y ta B 1
i [m ¥ and A
f 5 N1
I lation % W .
having lesarned PSS by Y ke -k . Y 88 v
ertence ~ ¢ W 0omggnimet hers £ ‘
S . l"'_ - : Publ wpinlon In elther avenu gl set  itself
s Mt o .
Andics artitos N - shike 'h hnw B st this uel love of a galm w 1 NeCess \ . %
. | t rs It 1s a trulsm among us to-day that *
ot 0o d 1 - vy not only ' 2 : g : ¢ LT g .
X enjoyment of berty must f
ustified ' ‘ ended. We| o 0 e and , .
. g .| B0l sense anmnd good moral we wisl ' AVA 4
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e Work und el \oditions . or an W n \ i 4
of good 1 I'he standard of 1 »
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the Dours of labor o olel » abe o fod if '.-i nlarged ar wlval d by n it 1
the -« { ™ \ '3 a 1ile
t w=on than t} such lalw s =11 I'rades i s led by .
based upon a 1 t of | DOOr, n 1A L
m idenls are exalted as human s i ne n quick ’
ened by the divir ] ation of 1 ideship in the old, old
cause of the emancipation of labor and ¢ achlevement of TRUSTS ARE CHECKRING INVENTION,
equity | By James N Raymond
I'he @ of apital and the sl 1
- . 1 tions of inufacturing Interests have d fed
PROSPERITY WILL CONTINUE 1TS REIGN the poculiar cl avintin ke ¥ h
By James R. Keene, Wall Street Flnancler. tion, and the successful activity of “the Yankes
I'he | ity of the year 1903 will, | (2) to the detriment of the public good have ham
think, lu every respect keep pace witl pered, marred, and dwarfed the publl eneflts of
that of the vears that have immediately | the patent system, have resulted In great finan
]“.'*-'-'-1-!1 It I have been unable to ob- | conl loss to our great army of Inventors, and in
serve any evidences of retrogression In cldentally In loss to the whole great craft of
the situation Rusiness In every bhranch | patent counsel; and (3) have, to an alarming extent, de
continues to be conducted on a profitable | stroyed the malnsprings of the ilnventive genlus of Ameri
basls, Manufacturers are finding a grow- | cans—namely; pride of Invention and hope of reward, to
Ing market for thelr output, the l:nr.u--"i which genius more than to all other facts, conditions, or
are prosperous and happy, and domestic | characteristic Is to be justly attributed the great measure
trade will also Increase In volume I f onr national prosperity and prestige, both past and pres
rallroads will take care of thelr Inereased i ent
oat of operation hy a modernte advancs A single lustr n out of many at hand will suffice
rutes, and thelr physieal conditlon has been ! ght to s Miree great concerns con date. The three had been In
perf } Arg he f de d to b tive 1 health ‘ | Iy 1
ments W . . - . e ividend or s he production of all the tools sed] In
I unt I'hs v dim ty In the situation s ‘the f our largest and most lmportant in Prior to !
fu thers t igh money o the country to trans onsolidation the president of one company devoted fully
act the people's | n ne-third of his entire activity, and was assisted by three
men who were Inventors, englneers, or expert machinists,

and who devoted thelr entire tlme and energy to making
inventions and improvements which should produce greater

By Julla Ward Howe, economy, efficlency, speed, quantity, quality, and safety,

1 fear that the evil custom of playing for both In construction and In operation, But after the
money has made considerable progress In fash | commercial monopoly was formed, the three assist
lonable soclety Heads of familles In our gny | ants and those of the other companies were dis
citles are sometimes made aware of the Inter- | But after the commercial monoply was formed, the three
change between thelr own and other young peo- | gssistants and those of the other companies were dis-

cards
of n

S son

galns

of Invitatlona to fashionable

elined by youths of amall or moderate Incomes, who cannot
This feature of our time
She s exactly the helght of her late appears to me f reversion to the hablts of a low stage of
| elvillzation, In which poverty of object Induces the passion
Born In Centerville, lowa, she comes | for enmes of hazard which Is common among barbarous

afford losses at the eard table,

p‘-n].[p_

The better culture attalnable In modern soclety should

A SEQUOIA FOREST FIRE.

Eublime Spectacle Witnessed by John
Muir Near the Kaweah River.

In the forest between the middle and
east forks of the Kaweah River John
Muir met a great fire; and as the fire
Is the master scourge and controller
of the distribution of trees, he stopped
to watch It and learn what bhe could
of Its ways with the glauts., He de
scribes the lmpressive scene o an artl
cle on the sequola.

It came racing up the steep chapar-
ral-covered slopes of the East Fork
canyon with passionate enthusiasm In
i broad cataract of flames, now bend
Ing down low to feed on the green
bushes, devouring acres of them at a
breath, now toweriug high In the alr,
as If looking abroad to choose & way,
then stooplug to feed agaln, the lurid
tapping surges and the smoke and ter-
rible rushing and roaring hilding all
that Is gentle and orderly In the work

| But as soon as the deep forest was

reached the ungovernable lood became
calm, llke a torrent eotering a lake,
creeplng and spreadlng beneath the
trees where the groum] was level, slow

'Ip' nibbling the cake of compressed

needlea and scales with flames an lnch
high, rising here and there to a foot or
so on dry twigs and clumps of small
bushes and brome-grass.

Une of the most lmpressive and beau
tiful sights was made by the great
fallen trunks lylng on the hillsides, all
1ed and glowing ke colossal iron bars
fresh from a furpace-200 feet long,
some of them, and ten to twenty feet
thick After repeated burnings have
consumed the bark and sap wood, the
sound, charred surface, belng full of
cracks and sprinkled with leaves, Is
quickly overspread with a pure, rich,
furred, ruby glow almost flameless and
smokeless, producing a marvelous ef-
fect In the night.

The Immense bonflres, where fifty or
& hundred cords of peeled, split,
smashed wood have been plled around
pome old glant by a single stroke of
lightning Is another grand sight ln the
night

Perbaps the most startling phenom
enn of all was the quick death of |
chlldlike sequolas only a century or
two of age. In the midst of the other
comparatively slow and steady work

ple of checks lutended to cover recent losses at
Young ladles are heard to boast of the
at Newport
some cases, exceeding one thousand dollars
houses

in
We
are de

thase galns,

which
take it at our price
Wil publicity,

cheeged, for the patterns of the three companies were com
pared and “standards” or “leaders” Involving that which
could be made and marketed the most cheaply and still
answer the purpose were adopted and offered to the publie,
with the Implled statement, “Take this and this only, and
s, or go to -

discussion, a pronounced publle sentl-

ment, & public demand, and forelgn competition restore the
“Yankee™ to his throne of inventlye pre-eminence; or have
these aggregations of eapital and these commercial mo-
nopolles permanently dwarfed our Inventlve activity and
our industrial supremacy?

HUMAN “FREIGHT CAR” IN MEXICO.

carried by rallroads,
it is thoroughly honeycombed with

country.

n house of slabs on It These crabs
back Into the best shell they can find
which fits them and proceed as If 1

alwnys belonged to them

There are two specles at the New
York aquarium -—water and land her
mit eraba, They both have the same

left

does not

whells
In
Is n conch

charncteristie of living In
empty by other anlmals,

seein to matter whether It
shell or a snall's shell that they creep
Into—they adapt themselves to the
shape of elther with equal facility and
nimbly earry It around on thelr pere

grinations untill they find one which
sults them better. It appears to be casy
for them to move out of one house
and take up thelr abode In another
FProbalily Thoreau would count them
among the most fortunate of lving

things, for they appear to have no su-
perflulty of goods to prevent them from

fire one o P o |
?fn.l.-:_' |.-':r3-‘ fa:ﬁf".‘ mhrTnnrff%'v .:-l'fnrulf.l'.l ."r?p!’""”"‘ out of life all the bappiness
et » : o p | there Is Inu It
seen blazing up suddenly, all lo one -
heaving, passionate, hooming flame, I:,\l'lvnrly they do not believe In
reaching from the ground to the '“I.!Thl.l.’hl.nrlll.l-u’ for ”,,-.)- enjoy a little
of the tree, and Afty to a hundred l-l'lﬂght e _Mppesr = Fhey ate armed
more feet above It, with a smoke col. | ¥HD & claw that would cause consid
vmn bending forward and streaming Fbis paln K Interted fn cuv’h flosh
away on the upper, free-flowing wind. | 1 0i8 claw 18 of such a shape and size
To burn these gréen trees a "M“‘! that It fits tightly over the opening In
fire of dry wood beneath them s re | the shell and seals it againet the In
quired to send up a current of alr hot trusion of an enemy. When the enemy
enough to ¢istll Inflammable gases|!8 of & size and aggressiveness that
from the leaves and sprays. Then, in- | Makes discretion the better part of
atead of the lower limha K-'l'l'!.l:]]’ valor, the erab pulis his small claws
entehing fire and igniting the next and | Into the shell and locks the door after
next n successlon, the whaole tres him with his great claw This s hard
secma to explode almost almultagerous- | A8 well as large, and acts as an effective
Iy. and with awful roaring and fhrob | barrier The water hermit eraba are
bing. & round, tapering Aame shoots fed with bits of clam and fsh They
t r thires indred feet, and In & do not walt to be fed, however, says
second or two B quenched, leaving  the New York Tribune, and spend mucl
the green spire a hiack, dead mast, | of thelr time digging up the sand In
bris g and roughened with down- | the bottom of thelr jJar and throwing
g -houghs it Into thelr mouths In search for food

HEARMIT CRABS ARE BQUATTERS.

They Take Any Empty Shell They
Chance to Fancy and Live in In,

Hermit

Armean
s

erabe  are llke squatters |
g men, who take any unoccupled

nd which they chance to find and erect

The land craba sat bananas and other
frulta. Thelr only ase for water Is for
drinking

q‘a.n.w.n.-.- Mark for Heal Estate,

I'be highesat priced land (n the world
Is that bounded by Wall and Broad
streets and Broadway, la lower New

In severnl parts of Mexico all freight 1s carried on the backs of burros,
Heavy seems the burden which 1s resting on this patient animal's back, yet
he bears It stolidly, and doubtless never murmurs at his hard fate.

For many generations his ancestors have borne equally heavy burdens
In this fashion, and presumably his descendants will continue to bear sim-
flarly heavy burdens until that golden time arrvives when all freight will be

Mexleo, however, Is a large country, and some time must elapse before

railronds, Meanwhile these patlent

frelght earriers will continue to form one of the pleturesque sights of the

York city. A square foot of ground on
a corner of Broadway and Wall street
ecannot be had for less than $450. The
expensive land In London sells
for $300 a square foot. The average
price of land In New York city's finan-
clnl district Is about $£170. Next in the
scale comes the woman's shopping dis-
trict, from Fourteenth to Twenty-third
on Sixth avenue, and from
I'hilrty-fourth to Forty-second
street, on Broadway. Here land ranges
all the way from $00 to $350 a square
foot On the northwest corner of
Brondway and Thirty -fourth street the
Intter price was obtained. The real
estate man who ean tell the future
movements of population on Manhat-
tan Is In a position to reallze a for
tune. The growth of Brooklyn and
Joersey Clty has checked the movement
of the population north, and It is sald
the most valuable land on Manhattan
Island will always remaln south of
Central Park. The lower half of the
Island will soon have nothing on It ex-
cept office hulldings, factorles and ten-
Snurrose

nost

streets,
Rireet

ement honses

What Made Him el Badly.
Aumtle (inding Jackle sobbing In a
cornes—Why, Jackle, bhas hap-
I;..-r.---l to make you feel so badly this
| morning?
Jackle—M-—ma missed some jelly
Auntle—Ho, ho!
picions fell upon you, eh?

wlhat

1 see

And her sus-

I. .lr.;-.-'u.-- No, auntle, It was her slip-
per
|

The Difference.
. Mamma—I was surprised and shock.
ed by the coldness with which you

Ereeted Miss Boresum when she call
ed,

| FEthel—Yes, mamma, but I made up
ifﬂf It later

| Mamma—Did you?

| Ethel—Yes, Indeed, you should have

seen how cordial 1 bade ber “good-bye.”

Mis Position.
| Wigwag-"Are you a female suffra
gist 7

Henpeck—"No; but my wife la. I'm

| merely one of the sufferers”
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