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which he had llterally bullt for her
with his own hands, In the course of
the following year a son was born,
and “Kiddy,” as he was called by rela-
tives and friends, soon became a very
{mportant member of the small com-
munity., Jack Hartley, Ned's younger
brother and Klddy's most devoted

“REFORE TIHEM STOOD A MAN"

Tom, the retrlever, who, entering fully
Into t spirit of the game,
stand quite still while Kiddy, laborl
ously alming the barmless weapon af
him, called out In his clear treble volee,

Kiddy's delight at this pew game was
boundless; and when at last Jack,
breathless with the exertion of hls re-
peated “death struggles,” declared that
it was time for him to be off and re
took possession of his revolver, the
child sobbed.

“Kiddy wants the gun! Klddy wants
to shoot eviybody! Nasty, unkind un-
cle! Give me the gun! Give me - the—
gu-u-u-un!” be cried

By this time his uncle had mounted
his horse, and, with a wave of the
hand, rode away, while Master Kiddy
was recaptured by his mother, a gen-
tle, dellcate-looking girl, and after a
prolonged struggle, was foally dis-
posed of In his little b,

L] . . . - - .

Two hours later Ned Hartley and his
wife were sitting out on the ve srandaly,
he smoking a short pipe, Lucy slowiy

slave, had been a resident In “The Bun- |
galow™ about mix months. i

“Nonsense, Jack! When yon have
been a little longer among us you will
not be so ready to belleve all the ru-
mors that are spread among the
‘hands.’ And then, you see, [ recelved
the six hundred pounds from Barton
only last night, and no one with the
exception of Lucy, you, and myself
ean have the slightest notlon that such
a sum of money is in my possession.
Lucy has been alling lately, and I
promised to take her to Melbourne as
soon as 1 could spare the time and
money. Now the shearing Is over, 1
mean her to take the hollday with the
Kiddy and myself, 1 know you will

look after things for me, old man, Now |

don't wear such a worrled look! It
doesn’t sult your style of beauty half
as well as your elegant sombreso and |
cloak, not to speak »rf that six-shooter
1 see in your belt! Golng for a ride?
Well, ta-ta, see you by-and-by!" '
Jack did not seem much convineed
by his brother’s arguments and ban-
tering manner. The “rumors™ he had
beard were alarming: there wns no
doubt that the desperado dt d ex-con-
vict known as “Lord Jim" had been
seen In the nelghborhood and that dar-
Ing attacke had been made on solitary
settlers.  “Still," thounght the young
man, “the resuits might have been ex
aggerated, and after all Ned !s not
likely to run any unnecessary risks
However, 1 will ride as far ‘The
Copse,’ and bring Sergeant Gilpin and

As

& couple of his men back with me. Ex-
tra preeaution ean dogpo harm.”
As he was about to moun 8 horse

a shrill volee called ont: “Uncle Jack,

Caocle Jack, take me with you! Kiddy
wants a ride on your big borse! Walt
f r ::ll':"

“Never mind, K ddy.” ®al ed out
Jack, “you can't come out will me to
day. you know; It's your bed-Ume,
't 1t? Besides, people don't go for
Fides In night-dress! There, don't ory;

You shall fire uucle's revolver all by
Yourself. see™

And. having assured himself that the

iver was unloaded, Jack | wed
Instruet the 1 in art of
pulling the t and a

ip succeeded, o w lmagin

i1 beansts wore “killed dead,” the

fid wild beasts

m\'“‘_

Pl s ot ‘}'
fours, and

belng
reunicg ono all

rocking herself to and fro .md now and
then upn&nng herself to some needle-
work.

They had been discussing thelr plans
| for the long-talked-of and often-defer-
red trip to Melbourne, and there was
an unwonted look of animation In the
young woman's face,

“aAnd you really think we shall be
able to go this time?" she sald. "Ob,
Ned, how 1 do long to get among peo-
ple, to see houses, streets, carriages,
anything and everything —to get away
from this eternal, monotonous bush!™

| And with a sigh she hid her face on

her busband's shoulder,

“Nothing will prevent us this time,
dear; unless”"—with a short lav
“Jack's croakings should take d«

shape—unless, In short, we she
rushed' and the money taken, Th
there would be po trip for us this

year, at any ratel”

“Don't!" she exclalmed, looking fear
fully around her. *It could not hag
pen! 1 eannot think that

The sentence was unt ed. Before
them stood a man who had seemingly
dropped from nowhere Ned  threw

himself In froot of Lila wife.
The )
eurduroy breeches and a tattered wo N,|,

stranger was attired In sh

f which

len shirt, the eolor ¢ K
been once bBlue; tall o ots ¢n
cased his feet and legs; In one hand
he held wih mock politeness an
gr for a hat & the other. pointed
stralght at Ned's head, was a u
ous-looking six shooter
Sorry to inter the billing 1
ooing, but mig 1 trou 1
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“Shoot! Bang! Fire!" This was the
signal for the “wild beast” to fall |
down.

was to have brought back health
mpplness to Luey,

and

In sllence he handed the bag and
notes to the ruffan, who, still keeping
Ned covered with his weapon, foreed

him back to the verandah

“*Now, mate, having called upon you
Just about sapper-thne, It wonld not be
manners for me to depart before ['ve
Liad the pleasure of sharing the family
menl! Lord Jim remarked In pltiless,
tones. “Ladles’ company ls
when they are
does this young
In bhers?'—with a
grim « “Not having the fellicity
of belng married myself, 1 am not ac
quainted with the means of restoring

macking
always pleasant,
In a falut! How
lady g rally

even
long
siay

wickle

young annd sensitlve females to thelr
senses! Perhaps a kiss might do 1t
As the brute approached his wife
with the Intention of fulfilling his vile
threat, Ned, with a yell of fury, re-
gardless of consequences, unarmed as
he was, threw himself upon the ruf-
flan, Surprised by the sud@n and
unexpected  onslaught, “Lord Jhm"
dropped his weapon, which rolled a
few feet away from the two comba-
tanta. Each then endeavored with all

his might and main to throw down his
and take possession of It

men were well mateh
ed, n Lord Jim" getting
the upper hand. Ned's breath eame In
He knew that now It was
r for his money alone, but for
life that he wrestling!
keep up? The perspiration
Another

adversary
Physleally the
wiy *

it &l wns

Ehort gnsps
no longe
his very

Could he

Wis

was pouring down his face,

ite would see the end of the con
' “Lornd Jim's” sinewy arm wns
gradually squeezing the life out of the
¥ g in's body, when a burst of
hildlgh laughter startled the two com-
ts.

There, his white nightshirt gathered
n s chubby 1s, his curls «till
st. hls cheeks flushed from his fArst

&l hi= ttle naked feet o P

g the g 1 in wild excltement

st ] Kide
The nolse had disturbed him., and
the s of his father and the ‘genpel
n g at ‘ g. like he 1
1 1 ] - o n 1 2 a4 '| b m
a8 Lt unds as he caught sight of
ey or for the possession ol
L h of these two men would
d £
' s 1lnd sennelman t ..:'f."
v 1 I ly shoot big llon™—
' grabibed 1 revolver eagerly
* 1 saw that tl i { held the
means of dellverance or death in his
han:d 1 he d bLis waning

Shoot the tiger first, Kiddy he
Lo TR

soy llon first™ shouted t} wild,
sl f matrad lon awakening
v ger first, da z2." Ned

| laddy will buy you &
y sl
~ g 8 father's ipner ap-
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each fox killed within Its borders, Laust
year the this
amounted to $1.272.

payiments on account
almost as
lackbird,
Axe Vale

A white badger, which Is
great a rarity as a white
vwas killed recently by
(England) badger hounds

The total
bamn s glven at
120,187 are operated by
und 984,083 by colored farmers

Sweden's last census records the low-
esat death rate yet attalned by a elv-
llized nation. Durlng the last
years It only averaged 16.49 per 1,000,

According to Dr. Flugge, alr willl go
through the walls of n closed room at a
rate depenting on difference of temper
ature between the leside and the out

the

number of farms !n Ala

slde.

Instead of belng a modern notion, the
plan of preventing destructive storms
by exploding bombs among the clouds
wns suggested nearly 100 years ago by
Professor Parrot, of Riga, In Russia,

In respect to park area the chief
American clitles rank in the order fol-

lowlug: New York, Phllidalphia, Bos-
ton, St. Louls, Chicago, Cleveland, San
Francisco, Baltimore, Plttsburg, New
Orleans and Cinelunatl

Salem, N. J., was recently rid of a
eaterplilar plague by natlonal guards
men. The concussion of their ritles

when discharged cauvsed the caterpil
1nr!| to thelr hold Lrees.
"hen they were swept

In Russia no meetings of private el
for any purpose sre permiited;
the privilege of holding meetings s
granted ounly to chartered
or assoclations, All crowds, ex
places of amusement or worship,
dispersed by the police. No |

loose on the

up

Zeus

corporation
ept o
are
remises

of which |

white farmers

ten |

orything good thint comes his way. At

thirty, If he leads a elean life, he has
more of the boy In him than his eity
cousin has left at Afteen. He does
what I8 before hlm because 1t 18 his

duty, while the other 1s too apt eynleal
Iy to question the value of doing any-
thing and nsk, “What Is the use?

Of the men who have nehleved great
prominence and high Influence In our
nifalrs of state the country boys are at
| least twenty to one over the city lads.
| Nowndays, Indeed, our cynieal ety lads
look upon men who take an actlve inter
est ln publie afMalrs as rather low fellows
and quite bencath thelr assoclations
and notlce. But the country boys are
| at the top In other linea of endeavor,
i In inance they are preeminent, and the

great bank presidents of to<day In the
great cltles nearly all learned to read
and to clpher ln country schools where
bireh and ferule had not succumbed to
the elvilizing Influences of sclentific
pedagogy. Our great rallways were In
the maln bullt by them, and to-day the
pdministrators of these great compan-
les are In great mensure from farims
and country villages, from places where
work Legan In early Infancy, and a
sense of duty l1l'\l‘lllill‘ll while still the
Hsp of ehlldhood lngered.

Some ety boys, however, are of such
sturdy stuff, and endowed with such
natural gifts, that they suceeed by rea
).... of thelr Inherent superiority; others
uu- eeed] abundantly because they have
used thelr opportunities wisey, and In
renl 1ife have pursued the same course
which enables so many country
to win fame and fortune, The more
honor to them for having survived thelir
too greiat opportunities.  But the coun-
try bay when he comes to town reaches
out for the kigh places; though not all

Inijl

“Do you know much about the care
of flowers? Ilave you had experi
ence? he asked

“I've never been out to work,” sald
the young man, “but I know all about
‘em - fowers. Oh, yea, 1 ean take care
of ‘em all right. Geranlums gnd nas
turtiums aml—all of "em. Oh, you ecan
trust me, sir"”

“Then go down that path to your
right,” sald Mr, Powers. “When you
reach the flower garden you'll see that
the sweet peas need brushing; let me
see how well you ean do it.”

The would-be gardener went as he
was bidden, In less than ten minutes
he reappeared, to Interrupt hils employ-
er, then deop In a book on the plazza.

“Excuse me, sir,” sald the young
man, jnuntily, “but If you'll come now,
I think you'll find I've brushed those
peas enough. There was hardly any
dust on them, anyway., Of course If
you want me to keep on I can, but It
looks to me Hke n woste of thme.”

A Poor Compliment.

“People don't often Insult you when
they mean to be graclous” sald an
nrtist the other day, “lnsults are the
creations of il nature, and not mere
mnatters of words, But | had an ex
perlence today that made me laugh
and yet Irritated me.”

“Bomwebody take one of
scenes for a spring landscape?
guired an amisble friend,

“No," replied the artlst, “this was not
A matter of professional pride, A
tradesman sent me a bill in which he
unintentionally charged me ouly about
n third of what I owed him."”

“*Thought he stowd a better chance
of getting It, 1 suppose,” |lnterrupted
the facetlous friend.

“Now hold en, Billy, and let me tell
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The face of his first love; the bills that
he owes;

The twaddle of friends, and venom of
foes;

The sermon hoe heard when to church he
last went;

The mobey he borrow'd, the money he
mpent;

All of these things a man, 1 belleve, may
forget,

And not be the worse for forgetting; but
yet

Never, never, oh, never! earth’s
sinner

Hath, unpunish'd, forgotten the hour of
Lis dinner!

Indigestion, that consclence of every bad
stomach,

Shall relentlessly guaw and pursue him
with some ache

Or some pain; and troulle, m
his best ense,

An the Furies once troubled the aleep of
Orestes,

luckivat

We may live without poetry, musle and
nrt;

We mny live without consclence, and
live without heart;

We may live without friends; we may
live without books;

Bat civillzed man eannot live without
cooks.

He may live without books—what Is
knowledge but grieving?

He may live without hope—what Is hopa
but decelving?

e may live without love—what la pas
slon but pining?

But wher s the man that can live with
out dining?

—~Owen Meredith,

Rong.
Hark, hark! the lark at heaven's gats
sings,
And Phoebus ‘gine arise,
His steeds to water at those springs
On chaliced Bowers that les;
And winking Mary-buds begin
To ope their golden eyes:
With everything that pretty le,
My lady sweet, arise,
Arise, nrise,
-\\'allium l‘huhp@nu.

———— |
u Was a Hopeless Case.

A balky horse ls an annoyling ereature
under any clreumstances, but the story
of an Incldent which happened during a
reglmental drill ralscs the question
whether such a horse may not slmply
be overconsclentious,

The sun blazed down on a fleld of
hot, tired horses and excited men, all
walting for a blg, raw-boned anlmal to
succumb to the urgings of the starter
and get into line.

“Bring up that horse!” shouted one
of the o™« -ra at last, his patience hav-
ing siven rut. “You'll get Into treuble
if you don't!"

The youthful rider of the refractory
horse looked at his officer despaliringly.

“I'm as tired of it as you are, sir,™
he sald, with dull resignation, “but I
can't help It He's a cab horse, #ir,
that's what he I He won't start till

ha hears the door shut, sir, and I
haven't got any door to shut!™

Poet Won Against Time.

“hamplon poet of the town, is he?”
luquired the suminer boarder.

“Yea, wir,” replied the postmaster;
“his record Is three an' a bhalf hours
better'n the next fellers.™

“What do you mean Ly that?

“Why, he wrote a poem, sent It to
New York and got It back In twenty-
seven hours” I‘hﬂl(thh Press,

The time comes terribly soon to peo-
ple when they quit staying out late
nights, and Joln these whe lle wide
nwake 'p worrylug over those who are
out.

| The ghtls named Liille never agree
on the spelling. Some spell it Lily,
:mhm Lilly, and others Lillie
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