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If there is only one unpardonabie sin
It must be Insincerity.

In one way a I-.Aad habit is like a bill |

collector. It is hard to get away frowm.

The best way to punish the brigands
will be to cut off thelr missionary sup-
ply.

He Is a wise fatber who knows his

own child was as much at fault as the |

other man s

Some men are kept so busy maln-
talning their diguity that they haven't
time to earn a decent living.

It is probably safe to say that po tl
tled European will be able to marry
Hetty Green for her woney,

Io order to be at her silver wedding
Anniversary a woman is willing to ad
mit that she isu't as young as she used
o be

“Ping to me ouly with thine eyes,
and 1 will pong with mine” That's
the way they are playing the game
over in Lunnon,

An esteemed contemporary says that
any attempt to run down Nlagara Falls
i lese majesty in this country. More
often It's sulclde,

An editor wants to know what
would bappen If Prince Heary aund
Admiral Evans should ever meet in

battle. We give It up. What's the an-
swer?

“Is the press degenerating?'  asks
the Literary Digest We think not,

The reputable press seems to be hald
lng Its own, and the yellows cannot de-
Eruerate,

All the pulpit and platform elo
quence o the world doesn’'t make as
much for good government as a little
wholesome activity before and at e

primaries

Under The Hague treaty prisoners of
war b employed by the
capturing them, History may contaln
the thrilling deti: “The old guard dies,
but pever works!”

may state

Bir Heury lrving has launched the
keenest eritlelsm agalost the Baconlan
theory and It enn be pot In & sentence
He says that it took an actor to write
Shakspeare’s plays and that no
poet or philosopher could have done It

mere

The Inlleations are that Uncle Sam's
door will not “swing Inward” on its
hinges as readlly In the future as |t
has o the past,  In order to be admit
ted the Immigrant will have to give
the password, “Fitted for good citizen
whip."”

President Ellot of Harvard in his ad.
dAress conferring the degree of doctor
of lnws on 'rince Heory spoke of the
“venerable American unlon” and the
“young German emplre,”  and  thus
wisely called attention to a fact hith-
erto unrecognized ln Europe, that the
Awmerlcan republic s not on trial, but
has proven Itself worthy to live by 125
yeurs of glorious history In war and
peace,

A mining expert recently deseribed a
lode a8 traversing “a metamorphle
matrix of a somewhat argllloarena
ceous composition' This means, Hter
ally, “n changel mass of a4 somew hat
clayey-sandy composition.” This In Its
turn may be translated loto plain En
glish us m-udd, Why choke o puny fact
with murderous polysyllablea? Hux
ley and Darwin, Lyell and Faraday
could so write as to be “understandsd
of the people.” and there Is a susplelon
abroad In these times that the big
words so freely used by small men are
a device to conceal lgnorance and Inex
act thought rather than a proof of su
perior knowledge

Bishop Potter says that when he has
been travellng In Europe or visiting
public places he has never beard a loud
or harsh volce ralsed above the tone of
others around him  without turning
with a shudder of apprehension to find
if the volce were that of a fellow coun
tryman. Are Americans ln so much
haste that they do not take time to
modulate thelr volees? That concln
slon s more probable than that the alr
of freedom Is not favorable to an agree
able utterance. A man I8 known by
the volee he keeps ldentification ‘s
Just as practicable when a woman
spenks In the cultivation of good
manners the vocal chords must not be
forgotten

What's the use of crowding, anyway !
There's no need of anyvone belng jos
tled off the map Ihere's plenty of
room. When the crowd beglos to push
and shove and the struggle for stand
lng room grows strenuous and
strife for dollars too flerce
Just step over Inte Labrador. This Is
an age of sxpansion If there ian't
room epough for you to sxpand o our
new (nsular possessions labrader, with
Its vast expanse of unoccupied terr
tory, holds out its ley arms to you and
says, “Uome.” The census returns for
1901 show a total population for Labra
dor of 3,634, which Indieates a falling
off of 472 from the returns of the pre
ceding census As labrador has an
area of 2000000 square miles 1t will be
seen that there Is plenty of room for
the ambitlous young man to grow up
and expand with the country, In fact
Is more room In Labrador than
for 472 persons have

the
hescomes

there
there was In 180]

moved out It is diMcult to account for
this decline ln population labrador
has plenty of space and a hracing at
mosphere Its cold storage facilities
are unsurpassed except In Gireenla
and In the oMice of Russell Sagy T
people who are cramped and crowded
and who clamor for more r » M |
cast thelr eye toward Labes

Again comes the old question “What
ia the good of money If it will not buy
the things that one desires A
wealthy lady of Chicage bas more

money than she can possibly use. She
can draw & big check as casily as most

persons can spend a nickel. But the
thing she wanted was a child, a laugh-
Ing, rusy-cheeked cherub, to put both
arms around ber peck and make her
realize the real, deep meaning of love,

| to round out her life and make her
Lappy 8o she looked around and
| found a bit of a boy, who had cap-

tured suushine tangled In his hair and
:qu- in his blue eyes, a brave mouth
land a sturdy lttle fgure. Ile was
one of seven children, and he didn't
know that his mother, a widow, was
wearing out her life to provide food
| for the seven. The rich lady borrowed
| the boy for a time and carried him
'.llull}' to falryland. BShe bouglt fne
clothing for him, toys enough to stock
and loved him, too, Bhe had
|a great artist paint the child's por-
tinlt, and she discovered that It was
guing to be very hard to return this
|Im|mm blossom, Oune day she called
on his wother and offered $35,000 for
him “I'l adopt him., 1 love him
You have so many, and 1 have pone,”
she ventured And the widow looked
| over ber fock and sald: “1 can't spare
| oue; no, not for a milllon dollars,” and
she drew her baby to her beart. The
| gl wife of o New York garment
trimmer presented bhim with triplets.
It ralsed his family census to nine. At
the very best the father can earn $12 &

a slore,

week, That Is 8 sltuation that would
drive sowme men to sulelde Hut he
sald: “I'm glad they came, God has

blessed me with them, and we will get
along somehow, 1 haven't one
many.” Cllld-love dwarfs every oth-
er buman passion, It makes men apd
wowmen carry heavy burdens without a
murmur; It makes them accept self-
denial patiently, and gloriles lives.
There Is scarcely a howe In the land,
no matter how great Its poverty,
where, for mere money, & an or
woman would part with even one of a
little flock, and the reasou is bhuman
love for Its own blood,

oo

Hitherto, when the time has conie
around for taking the national census,
the entire force engnged in the work,
from the director down to the humblest
clerk, has been assembled at short no-

tice. Few of the many thousands ew
ployed have had previous tralnipg or

xperience In the peculiar duties of a
COnsns When the work was done the
force was disbanded leaving only
printed reports to enable the next corps
of workers to profit by its knowledge
and to avold Its errors.  This method
I mo wasteful that repeated efforts

have been made to establish a perma-
nent census service, which should carry
along some branches of statistical in-
vestigation ln the intervals between
censuses, and be capable of expansion
for the full census work when the de
cenninl vear arrived. This suggestion

was made before the eleventh census
was taken, bot without result. The
proposition was renewed before the
twelfth census was taken, and a bill
embodying It passed the House, but
filled In the Sennte. The blll upon
whieh both houses of Congress bave

now agresd, although It 's open to eritl-
elam from the clvil wervice reform polng
of view In lts provislons for covering
present employes Into the classified
service, Is highly commendable in Its
maln purpose, The bill confines the de
connial work of the bureau to the sub
Jeets of population, agriculture, vital
statistics and manufactures, and leaves
the other subjects now covered by the
consus, and some new ones, to be dealt

permanent force.
make It possible to broaden the census
inquiries without Increased expense or
delay In the publieation of results. A
permanent census bureau can co-oper-
ate with States and local officers, and
can open up new felds of study, The
next envmeration will be more difficult
than previous ones, because it will In
clude the insular the
United Siates. It will be a great galn
to enter upon that work with an al-
ready organiged burean, directed and
largely manned by experts, Instead of
committing It to an lmprovised force

possessions of

Biggest Mailroad Station.

The clity of 'St. Louls now possesses
the of having the largest
rallway station In the Unlted States
It s 430 feet long and GO feet wilide,
and has thirty tracks, enough to han
dle ten incoming and ten outgolng
trains simuoltancously It Is known as
the Station, and the territory
owned Ii) the operating it
covers twenty seven acres

distinetion

I'nlon
comjpany

I'he city of Boston has the next to
the largest station for passenger ser
vice In the couniry The Unlon Sta
tion In Boston, en the north slde, has
a length of MO feet, a1 whidth of 40
feet and twenly three tracks

Both of these huge statlons are to be

anp;\nn‘nl by the new Southern Unlon
Station In Boston which work
was begun n January (£ Uy and
which s now nearing completion 1
s designed to be the biggest rallroad
station In the United States. The walls
are Dullt, the steelwork is all tn place
and the material

upon

Is on the ground for

the completion of the structure 'he

Ledger Monthly

President's Estimate of Danghter
In speaking of his daughter Alice

a friend President Roosevelt once sald
She doess not stay In the house and

fold her hands and Jdo nothing she

can walk as far as | can, and she ofts

Akes & tramp of several miles at the

pace | set for her. She ean ride, drive
skew, shoot—though she doesn't Care
miach for the shooting I dom't mind
that. 1t Iso't necessary for her hea
but the outdoor exercise s, and she
nas plenty of IL" - Ladiea’ Home Jo
nal
Struck (M)
Ted - What's that peculiar od about

Miss Cobwigger?

Nedl  1'm not sure whether ahe's been
riding In an auto or cleaning her dress
with bentine — New York Sun

Cultivated Farms in Cuba

|

|

Fhere were n Coba 1S a0 T
farms. with an average slze of 14
acres And an average cultivation
ACTeN

Hot Water from Well

Hot water, steam and volcanic stones
are being discharged from a well drtiled
to a depth of MW feet In the Colorade
Araert

e fare on the Congo raliroad for

250 wiles Is 10, or 4 cents & mile

with more deliberately by the smaller |
The new system will |

[tlon. At

cience’

véﬁtio

The Eunglish sparrow, which has
made so wany euvewmies o the Eastern
and Central States, has Invaded the
Rocky Mouuntain region. For some time
past, T. D. A. Cockerell reports, it has
been knewn In the vortheastern sec-
tion of New Mexico, at Raton and Las |
Vegas., and It seems to be gradually
spreading westward and southward,
having recently been noticed, for the
first time, at Albuquerque.

An acre of grass land, according to
experiments, gives off not less than
6,400 quarts of water ln twenty-four
bours, and an acre of suntiowers would
give a relatively greater quantity. In
fact, swamps have been reclalmed and
malarial marshes rendered Inocuous by
planting sunflowers or eucalyptus
trees, which are great pumpers of wa-
ter, and also exert other Iinfluences
counteracting haneful conditions of alr,
earth and water

Mount St. Ellas s 5520 wmeters In
helght, Mount Falrweather Is 4940
and Mount Logan Is 5947. There is a
higher peak still that has uever yet
been climbed. 1t les (n G634 degrees of
porth Iatitude and In 155 degrees of
west loogitude and has been called
Mount MeKinley. Its altitode Is 6,120
meters or 20,226 feet, and will proba-
bly remain unclimbed for many years
owing to Its remoteness and to the ln-
herent dificulties of the ascent.

In weather forecasting, no clouds are
worthy of such attention as the cirrus
clouds, which attain a greater r-lt-\'u-l
tion than any others, averaging in sum- j
mer a belght of five or slx miles above |
the earth. Thelr sudden appearance In |
a clear sky is generally a signal of foul |
weather, especinlly when their stream-
ers have an upward tendency, for lhis|
indicates that the clouds are falling.
After heavy ralns, on the other hand,
the formation of these clouds Is often
A sign of lmprovement. l

In a recent bulletin
Lick Observatory, €. D
deseribing the
the nebuloas rings
Nova in Perseus,
adids the “If this
nebula ls expanding In all directions,
and should continue to expand at Its |
present rate, some of it should reach
the solar system In 250 years.” It may
be added that long before it could at-
taln such extension the nebula would
become so rarefied as to be Invisble, |
and probably Insensible to any present
menns of obsgervation

issued by the
Perrine, after
continued expansion of
and spirals around
Persel, the new star

interesting remark

The recurrent alarm about the ap-
proaching exhaustion of the coal sup
ply In Great Britain fanned
a little by the recent appointment of a |
roval commission to ingquire Into the
matter. About thirty years ago n slmi-
lar commission investigated the British
coal supply, but since then, It Is sald,
unexpected changes In the coal trade
have taken place which affect the ques. |
present Great Britaln pro
duces one-third of the world's entire |
supply of coal. No lmmediate danger
of exhaustion |8 fearad, but among the
duties of the new commission s to In
quire into the possible substitution of
other fuel, or the employment of kinds
of power not depending upon the use
of coal,

hins been

VALUE OF AN IDEA,

Young Man Got a High
Price for His.
An elderly gentleman, whose appear:

him ta be a

One HBright

ance correctly Indicated
wan of wealth, handed a young man |
a check a few aflernoons agoe in the
lobbiy of an uptown hotel, Observing |
that it was drawn for $1,000, a friend
that the young man mMuss
have renderad some lmportant service
to the benevolent gentleman,

“He has,” replied the latter
put $1,000,000 jnto wy pocket™

“Why didn't he keep it himself?”
asked the friend, enviously, as suct
ecxamples of generosity are rare

“Because he could not It; the
$£1,000 will be more valuable to bim. 1
will explain, as nelther of us were ac-
tuated by motives but |
cold business,

“As you know, | am the presideat of
a corporation, which some people call
a trust, that is one of the largest ad-
vertisers In the world, as we spend
thousands--yes, hundreds of thousands

of dollars a year in letting the people
know just what they must have, what
ever else they don't have.

“We belleve in advertising, and this
young man knows it, and has profited
accordingly He came to me to-day,
as we are utter strangers, and asked
me If | would pay him §1,(ax) for an
idea on advertising our goods. 1 did
not try to beat blm down to $100, a |
good figure for an ldea, but promptly

remarked

“Hle

usa

of generosily

told him that 1 would gladly pay his
price If, upon communicating to ne
the Mea, | considers] it worth \\lhlll
he demanded, Otherwise | would pay |
him what 1, and not he, cons!'derad It |
worth |

T'o this he readily assented, and in
an honr's talk he explained to me the
brightest 'dea on advertising 1 bhave
recelved out of thousands of sug
e, We will make over $1, 000,088
of a

sales and permanent business

oV e

)

profit inside year on lncregsed

ta el

his price was «he

B, you see »

“Fort

ness by

unes have been made o bLusi

the advertising of a single
h & manner

f the great

m In su that the

see It oot mass of
matter pgoing through thelr
: tisment

and this

o rapldly that there must be

ng above
fracts pubili
hing’
MaAD gave o me

obliged to him

wis w Al Al wigh youm
Akl | am very mu
Washington X

MR, CROKER'S WANTAQGE

of Piace 1t Is and Why Me
Went There.

The Sart

in these davs of W vater (estiv

ties Aan
twen somewhat
that the town whers

wirp celebrates) the annlversar

Waniage market pas
organization of an ane

| school, where most of the hardy yeo

men farmers in that district recelved
their education. Few more appropri-
ate memorials to the founder of Eng-
lish education could have been cob-
celved, and Miss Gibbons has been
well advised to take advantage of the
present interest in all that pertalns to
the great West Saxon leader by lssuing
an authoritative history of the town
which gave him birth,

The qulet town of Wantage has sud-
denly found itself placarded with a
strange notorlety lu the |ast year or
two. No doubt it was chlefly its al-
most unequaled opportunities for tralo-
ing race horses that first attracted the
celebrated Mr. Croker to this distriet,

|a district which persistently clalms

the honor of the birth of Eclipse,
against all the assertions of the inhab-
itants of Windsor Great Park or the
Isle of Dogs; and sportsmen who fol-
low the dolngs of thoroughbreds In
training are by now well accustomed to
turning to the news of Wantage for a
report of what Mr. Morton, or Mr,
Hotuby, or Mr. Robson has been dolng
with his 2-year-olds.

But by such passing phases of pub-
licity the town Is very little disturbed.
It was content for a long time with
the reputation of King Alfred. Then
shop Butler of the “Analogy” con-
ferred 4 more modern luster upon the
town where he was born and educated,
and in these last years |r was the en-
ergy and organization of anotber But-
ler, “Butler of Wantage,” as the dean
of Lincoln was called, to the end of his
strenuous career, which finally ralsed
the little Berkshire town out of Its old
rut and placed it in the forefront of
model educational centers.

The name ls assoclated, too, with that
of the peer, ouly lately dead, who took
it for his title. Lord Wantage did
much for the place in which he was so
largely Interested, and among the most
picturesque =ecords of his generosity
will ever be that Gallery of the Vie-
torla Cross, where the first heroes of
that splendid decoration are commen:-
orated by the art of Chevaller Desan-
ges. It would be a pity, says the Lon-
don Telegzaph, If this historic series
were left Incomplete by the lack of the

| more recent owners of the cross o the

period after the artist’s work here pre-
served was stopped, for it would be
dithenlt to find a more stirring or In
collection of patriotic ple-
tures In any gallery in the world

feresting

TO WHOM DOES BABY BELONG ?

Three Women Claim It and Naturally
There Is a Tangle.

The chief magistrate in the Canton of
Berne, Switzerland, has been called
upon to glve judgment in a most com-
plicated case, which suggests the prob-
lem submitted to King Selomon about
twenty-nine centuries ago, says the
London Mall.

A tallor named Meler, who married
n Swiss girl three years ago, threat-
ened to divorce her because they had
no family. At the end of last year he
went to Germany on business. A few
months afterward he received a letter
from his wife with the good tidings of

|the birth of a child,

The father was overjoyed, and pre-
pared to return to Berne. The child,

however, died soon after Its birth, and |

the poor wife was afrald to tell her
husband., So she determined to adver-
tise for a newly born chlld. Forty-
elghit hours afterward a woman called
on Mme, Meler with a baby, and a bar-
galn was struck transferring the child,
which was reglstered as Mwe., Meler's
l'llll!’

The bhusband pald his wife a fying
visit, saw the new-born babe and re-
turned to Germany a happy man. A
little while ago the real wother of the
child appeared, and, having repald the
money which she had received, de-
manded her child. In this dilemma
Mme. Meler again advertised, this time
for a tittle girl 6 months old, of whom
a detalled description was given., To
her great joy a woman appeared with
an infant so ke her own that any
observer would bave taken the two
chlldren for twins. Again a bargain
was struck, and Mme. Meler had ar-
ranged everything to return her first
adopted child to Its mother when this
chilld eaught cold and died.

The real mother (of No. 1) then turn-

| ed up and refused to take Mme, Meler's

word, although the death certificate
was shown her, and she clalmed baby
No. 2, which she swore was her own.
To make matters still more ecompli-
cated, the mother of No, 2 baby now

| eame upon the scene and claimed her
| ehild
| had any effect on the two woinen, who

Neither promises nor threats
both clalmed the same baby. In de
spalr Mme., Meler wrote to her hus
mand In  Jdermany, making a clean
breast of the matter, and telllng bhim
what a terrible predicament she was
in

The bushand arrived home on the fol-
lowing day and refused to belleve his
wife's story, bad everything packed up
and took his wife and child off to Ger-

| many with him

At the Instigation of her hushand,
Mme. Meler has now put in a claim for
the child also, and the magistrate,
therefore, has the herculean task be
fore him of deciding to which of the

three “mothers™ the child belongs
Somewhat Disquieting.
“How did old Bissinger treat youa

when you asked him for Mand?

“He got ihe start of me by fercely
inquiring what 1 meant hy my atten-
tlons to Minnle, [ told him 1 hada't

pald any Minnie. Then
ar«] right cut and asked me why
I hadn't. 1 sald It was because | pre-
Maod, Then be looked at me
tyingly and sald 1| was the sixth Miot
for admisaion to the family
| mustersd up courage to ask him who

iftentions to

he ro
ferrmd

v apply

he other five were, and he replied that

ev were Lis five sons-in-law Not
e of them: knew enough to take Min
e he sald and yet she Is the only
e of unch worth marrying I
sa il was & matter of taste, | sup
posed. bt wildn't help preferring
Maud All right., It's your funeral’
he sald Maud s yours. Let's have
something Cleveland Plaln Dealer

lLows of \ rssels
Four per ceat of salling veasels and
. per cent of steamships are lost In a

V\PArMs
A boy's
who has & town named after bim.

dea of a big man is & man |

CHAPTER IV—=Continued.

1 cannot but confess that thr_mtvrwt
Miss Lacroix thas manifested in what
touched me awoke in me sensations,

may even say vague hopes, « fa very
pleasant and consoling kind.
dreamed bright dreams that might,

which hung about me during the next
day, but in the evening they were dis-
]n-i!wi somewhat rudely by a note
from the bishop requesting me to call
upon him, and by a message from the
rector desiring me to call on him

I went first to the bishop. My in-
terview with him was more agreeable
than I had anticipated and I went with

s tolerably light heart to the r_et'tur.
He was still in bed. My short inter-
The

view with him was not pleasant.
words we exchanged wers warm; I".“
they do not concern this story except in
their result. He wished, he urged, lu_«
almost ordered me to cease all recogni-
tion in any way of the existence of the
man Freeman; I refused to give any
pledge to that effect—and so [ was given
to understand that I would not be
wanted in the parish after the six
months for which I had been at first
engaged.

It was only then when my departure
from Timperley seemed imminent (I
had already peen almost four months
in the place) that I began to mmp«'tl
how very much my hopes and affections |
had entangled themselves with the
hannting sadness, the nnconscious grace
and beanty of Miss Lacroix. What
likelihood was there now, if there ever|
had been any, of a poor curate who had |
already done something to discount
his chances of preferment—of my being |
more than an agreeable and tolerably |
sympathetic acquaintance of a month |
or two, of my hearing her say more
than ‘‘so very sorry, indeed, that you
are going,'’ and of thus finding the epi-
sode closed? No likelihood at all there
seemed. And yet so much may happen
in two short months. [ have to admit
that, even in the midst of serious work
(of writing a sermon, for instance),
vain, wild thoughts would arise in me
of commending myself to the young
lady by some great service—by, per-
chance, discovering her father, or at
least finding out for certain what had
become of him (although I had yet had
no word from the two friends whom [
had asked to make inquniries in Lon-
don). But these foolish, fruitless long-
ings were soon crowded aside by the
excitement of events.

A strange thing happened which was
a direct result of my hitherto luckless
adventme with Mr. Freeman. I found
that affair had commended me to the
favorable attention of all types of dis-
senters in the village; one mark of this

favor [ especially appreciated, as all
| clergymen would—the increased con-
gregations I had at church, on Sunday
evenings particularly. |

““I almost regret, for my own eake,
oyu know,'’ Freeman said to me one
| day, with a langh, **that I asked yon
‘ to be my chairman at that direful lect- |

ure. 1 find you are taking many of my
congregation from me—not ail together,
though, I must say that for myself.

But they do their duty by me in the
morning, and then seem to take their |
pleasure with you in the evening."’

Of those who thas forsook Mr., Free-
man [ noticed a remarkable group of
working folk, whom he had pointed
out to me ag the most closely cohering,
and the most cnriously inter-related
congeries of families in the village
(where there is an excess of cousinship).
They were steady, stolid, shrewd peo-
ple, very comfortably off, vet all of|
whom, male and female, worked at the |
loom or the chemical vat. My atten- |
tion was first attracted to them by
their taking up a good seat well for-
ward, and refusing to budge when the
butcher's family, who paid for it, eame
in, and by their evidently being quite
unused to the order of service in
church. The praver book was & maze
to them, and the rising np and sitting
down constantly took them by surprise,
The family, 1 learned, had rigorously
dissented for generations.

At a special flower service (for which
few flowers could be gathered in Tim-
perley) they were not in their accus-
tomed pew. The church was densely
crowded—more crowded, 1 think, be-
canse the fact and the reason of mv
speedy departure from Timperley had
somehow got abroad. At the end of
| the week, however, (on Friday night, I
| think), & message came to me when I
| was in bed, requesting me to visit gt
once & man who was dving—one of the
sons of this interesting family. I
dressed, and went. d
| 1 heard sounds of wailing and lamen-
| tation from the house before I entered
| I passed into the kitchen, a clean,

bright room, in which the men of

family =at smoking in varions absorbeld
attitodes, oppressed with silence and
sleep. One of the women stooped over
a pan on the fire, while the old mother
in a firm, clear voice, directed her oper-

ations She turned to me, saving
merely
“He's npstairs, He wants bad to

sew vo', but at present he's leet i' th'
light in the head)
| U patairs [ found the dving man in
the smaller of the bedroomes —for
warmth That sick room, as it then
appearad to me, will not easily be for-
gotten At that dead hour of
night, when "“the very houses
" and even the tall chimnev of
the chemical works had ceased to emit
its tintesl vapors, the gas flared full
the little room, and six persons
were round the bed

_\O!l_”

twi

the
s med

aslewy

men
and w
the poor fellow lay in the
ity of ‘

men where
last extrem
helplessness, soaked 1n

Near him

lelirions
perspiration
friend Freeman
[ learned in a few words Free
man that the poor fellow had been en

stoosd myv

from

pioved for vears at the chemical works

w here he had ntracted uleeration {

the n Sunday night he had
stoond in the loorway of the crowdad
| eharch had canght cold and had come
home to the bed from which be would
Bever rise again

While he spoke he was seired with a
it of viclent delirium, in which he had
to be restrained from getting
bad. Soom be calmed down again inte
a more lucld interval While be lay
| speechiess. and & veighbor by the bed

out {

| throwing some heavy body,

cracked

1 water,

kept moistening his dry, lipe

with s rag soaked in brandy and watef,
he gazed around him, and at last fxed
his eves on me, and essayed to speak—
but no words came. This prostration
and silence continued for time.
Now and again the head of family
would ascend from the kitchen (in his
stockings, lest he should make & noise),
and stand in solemn with in-
quiring eyes on his son
so still and retired that

was forgotten till the guip of & big sob
Wi heard, and the loose back of his
Jarge waistcoat was seen disappearing

BOLIE
the

silence
he would stand

his presence

round the door. At length the son
found speech.
“Father,” he eaid, when the _»...l

man was about to withdraw, **bid

He then signified that all the others
should leave the room except Freeman
and myself. When they were gone he
motioned his father to his pillow. The
old man went.

“Ha'e you summat to say, Dick?” He
nodded. **Man I raise you up?”’

He was raised and propped up with
pillows. He asked for a drink, and
was given some whiskey and milk.

“I'm a dying mon,”" he began; M
know I am.” His eyes, glazed with
disease and want of sleep, turned wildly
about: his head drooped; and his

damp thin fingers (still discolored with |

dve) clawed at the bed clothes. He
resumed fixing his eyes on me—"'I
must confess summat; I
forgive me. I had nought to do wi' it;
what for should 1?7 He was aye good
to me. I had nought to do wi't, I tell
ou!""

““No, lad,"" said his father to
him; “‘thoo hadna."’

“Weel." said he, ‘‘dunnot say I had,
because [ hadna. Wasna I on night
shift? That was all. I took Jim's
place; he wanted to go whoam to wile
—in bed wi' babby. That was it.”’
He muttered other ]rhr;g-«-.

goothe

on some

while he turned his eves about as i
lost: his recollection was wandering
He resumed with energy, ‘'They cai

right in, speaking loud and angry. He
walks up to thing, and lifts lid ‘1
knowed it!’ savs he. ‘But yo' needna

let a' th' world know it!'says th’ other.
‘This shannot be!’ says he,"’

The poor fellow was growing terribly
excited; every word was uttered with
fierce emphasis and wild gesture;
eyes were fixed on vacaney. and, in my

reflex excitement, I fancied | saw the
interior of the color shed, with 1ts
| vague tinted wvapors, through which
loomed the figures of two quarreling

watched in
this
man

men, whom I tremblingly
imagination by the side of
demon of the vat. The
excited, and we were s0 engrossed, with
his revelation, that he had risen to his
knees in bed beiore we could prevent
him. He continued fierce, dis-
jointed ntterances.

d yed

Erew =0

lis

““ ‘We mun ha' no more of it!" says
he. He leans lower! Ah, Lord! he
wants to spill it! A—h—h!"

With a wild leap be was standing up
in bed, and fiercely imitating the action
of a man stooping, and tipping or
We were
so transfixed with surprise and horror
that we could not stir a hand to restrain
him. He looked like a

weird corpse
suddenly raised from the dead to a
grotesque, galvanic life. What chiefly
seized my attenion was the Dblack

shadow on the wall of this delirions fig-
ure thus stooping with his head and
hands outstretched, The incident lasted
but a moment, and then the poor L
feil back on his pillow with distracted
Crles,

“Murder! Oh, my God! murder’
An’ | couldna speak! Nay, I couldna’
But I'd nonght to do wi't'—nonght!"

Again he lay exhansted, and nis rel-
atives and neighbors came back hur-
riedly to his bedeide to wail over hin
He looked sadly but calmly on them,
gasping in the last faint stroggle of
nature against dissolution, And
died, and the wailing broke out re-
doubled,

Before Freeman and 1 left the hons
together to go out into the conl summer
morning air, the old man said

w0 b

b |

to us—"‘I"ve seen for long he had =
mat on his moind, but what he means,
[ conna tell: s0 we'd best ho'd our

tongues, I think.'

CHAPTER V.

I left Freeman at his own door, anl

wandered away in search of some spot

in which distraction and calm
come.  Buat the search was vain
returned to the village to my lodgings
Ihe tall chimneys had begun to pour
forth their volumes of black sn m‘- ti
befoul and bepoison the air, whi
cleared itself somewhat in

h had

the night

When [ entered the village its pave-
ments resounded with the clatter of
loge: the daily contingent of toil
which almost emptied the vill we '
men and women, voung 1, was
drowsily marching out var 5
stations The men and lads on their
way to Lacroix and Steinhardi’s Ches
ical Works attracted most of mv atte
tion They were of fearful ar w
derful aspect; they were of | rilliant
colors, euriously blent r were whol
TRreen, of a fine Menhistole
red; they were indeed ..
to what they work i —dved ‘_.__."'
the roots of beard and evebrows I \s

[ looked, I wondered wheth

stant wearing of t}

paint were not of itsell o %
ever alive 1In these "

2 Care s
they looked, fierce pacs d

wther

men sy
onthbreak of agy

age nature am .

the mephitic vapor inw s -
might be no vers ey s
A ® suct toreak, ¢ 4 _a. ¥ _I-
feath for e of the " .
man ving in that . - .'
white | . T . 2 b Rz
stricken witness® () . g
#ion Deen mere the ray ;
—delirinn wl o - :
measnures t ave B
me, tired as | was wit) g : "
and w waAnt of ales

When [ reached my lodeine
%o bod, and alont for cone "
awoke more mysell disrcesd : -
clearer and soberer - . ..
Over my late breakiast | ropolve
I would do. 1, for my vart, would o
nothing of the o afession heard '], :,|

night, satil I could be sure it had U ae

| Mates, vou see, are aye at hand.
hope God'll |

his |

1 » __—----
foundation in fact. This T woulq

morning try to discover in the villagy

1 knew that any of the .1,..1.“""
would be only too ready to welrume
gossip; for except at meal timey u.u;
in the evening, the village iy
,.”.‘,l_\' of customers,

[ found the draper, a little middle
aged man, who bore the evidences -'.!
hard work in the mills from his earlios
vouth, He was the very man
would have chosen for my purpoge-
had a feminine fondness for gossip, and
he knew the affairs of every one 1p the
village, and all that had happene] for
a generation or two. [ had no diff.
eulty in arriving quickly at the enq I
had in view, He already knew thgt |
had been ealled up in the night to visig
the dying vietim of applied chemistpy
and that Freeman and | had beep Ilik;
him till he end.

“Very delirious," said the draper
“I hear say he was—jabbered an| raml-
bled away about a’ kinds o' stuff, and
then slumered (slumbered) off ggqip
I suppose? Yea; that's the way t|,...;
do. Eh, dear! [t's a bad business fop
the wife and the family."

““‘Are diseases like "his,"' T gukeq
“often got at the chemical works"'" :

““Nay,"" said he, “‘I think not:
smells seem to agree wi'
pretty weel."'

“But the work 18 very llm;gpr”u’
Don't accidents often l"P'-

Learly

the
must {Ulk

is it not?
pen?”’

“Yea; it is risky. When they work
ower the vats, and the retorts, anq
things, they mun tie up their mouthy
and noses wi' a clout, and even wj'
that they may sometimes get choked
and overcome dwalmlike all at wonsg
wi' th' smell, or sommat, and theg
they're a gonmer."’

“*Accidents often happen, then*"

“Weel, mon, they do and they don't,
The
lads often get an eye burnt, but they
don’t reckon much to that. See;
there's a lad ower there by th' beer
shop door."'

I looked and saw a sturdy fellow al|
red, with a white handkerchief tied
ronnd his head under his cap.

“He's been two or three times like
that—wi' his eye burnt. Oh, vea; it's
riskv; but we dont’ often ha' a grit ac.
cident. The worst [ remember was g
lad on th' night shift that fell in and
was smothered; he was found in thing
next morning. That was a bad

ness: a' th' hair was off, an' th’
ind flesh was—but it mak's you fesl
queer; yea, can see it do. It was a
bad business.”

Very horrib'e,'” said I, while my

heart thumped almost audibly. How

| long was that ago?"’

“Let me see.  It's a matter, I do be-
lieve, o' 15 vear ilk'"-“

“1 hope,”' said I, ‘‘a
sort don't often ocenr.”’

“*Nay; or our folk, quiet as they are
might pull the whole men.
agerie down.”’

I was surpriced to see the vindictive
glitter that passed from the little man's

death of that

mostiins

e

““Has there really,”” 1 asked with
some constraint, ‘‘been any other death
like that since the one vou mention?"”"

“Nay; | conna remember one.™

(To b2 continued)

SHE LOST NOTHING.

Omission in the Wedding Service that Didn't
Count.

A distinguished naval officer was
telling this story on himself the other
evening to a gathering of his friends,
At the time of his marriage he had been
through the Civil war and had had
many harrowing experiences aboard
ship, through all of which he kept his
courage and remained as calm as a
brave man should. As the time for
the ceremony came on, however, his
calmness gradually gave way. At the
altar, amid the blaze of brass buttons
and gold lace marking the full naval
wedding, the officer was all bur stame
peded, and what went on there seemed
very much mixed to him. Fearing the
excitement of the moment would tem-
porarily take him off his feet, the officer
had learned the marriage ceremony let-
ter perfect, as he thought, and he re-
membered repeating the words after the
ninister in a4 mechanical sort of way.

After the ceremony was pll over and
all was . the

serene again, including
ithicer's state of mind, the kindly
lergyman came up and touched him on
the shoulder

look here, oldman,”” he said, *‘vou

lidn't endow your wife with any world-
IV L O l- "
‘What's that?"' asked the bride-
m with something of astomishment
in Lis voice

“Why, I repeated the sentence ‘With
all my worldly goods 1 thee endow’ sev-
eral times and, despite my efforts, you
would not say it after me.’

I'he bridegroom seemed perturbed for
a moment and then a beaming light
came into his face,
mind, sir,"" he

‘Never ‘ghe

said,
n’t lo<e a blessed thing by my fail-

i
ure.'—Washington Star.

Solving It
k, a thrifty tradesman in the
rhood of the Dublin docks, was,

¢ story goes in Tit-Bits, a man who
never spent a penny more than he
eedea to spend; but he was, neverthe
ess, as good a man at the making of

in Irish bull as any who lived between

and

Ballveastle.
day

ceend 8
FPat-
him

Having one oceasion to
distanec:
nger and asked
e for going such a distance
1t be a ‘i"-l'-ll’.“ the man,
Patrick

some

A CRLIe i al

waied

F'wice t .
Iwice too sa il

mach!’

et it be sixpence.”’

Nivver,” anwsered the messenger

e way 18 that lonelv that 1'd nivver
L der a shillin".*"
ely, is it?"’ said Patrick, scratch-
€ hishead. *‘Faith, an’ ve're roight
Now an, | tell ve n‘;ﬁ we'll do;
Ke it sixpence, and I'll go wid yeto
Kape ve company!’

The Fretful Baby in an Omnibus.

\ correspondent of the Lot Pall

Hall Urazette vouches for this ir jent

\ young woman with a fretiu aby

t mnibus (aloud) “Poor it

er, [ suppose 1 shall end v

ng to take 'im to the ‘orspital.”

\aising the child's veil and locking
nd for sympathy.) “‘Dont’ get

- E is sufferin’ so with small

X
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Mre. Browne—I didn't know you?
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