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IHE DANGERS OF ' IMPERIAL-
ISM.

BY CARL BCHURZ.

[ am profoundly convinced that
the adoption of the imperialistic
policy—a policy of criminal ag-
gression by forcible conquest and
of substantially arbitrary rule over

subjugated people—will, no matter |
whut the purposes may be, involve

i

the subversion of the fundamental |
principles of our democratic gov=

ernment
I'o avert 8o calamitous result it

18 neces ary that the Awmerican |

people should, in the directest and

most unequivocal manner, ii‘;lllill‘l

Al the undemocratlc [rllll')’ of
eriminal aggression and of subju-
gating foreign |m.-|ilu.'.un to Amer-
jcan sovereignty: and that can at
present bs done only by defeating
Mr McKinley in the ¢ ming presis
dential election,

I'o seccomplish this we may, he-
ing forced to choose letween two
evils, have to pay & neavy prios;
but the stake is8 80 great that we
well ask ourselves whether any
price ean be too high. And | say
this, after very mature deliberation,
a4 & congervative man, a great part
of whoee publie life has been de-
voted to fighting against the finan-
cinl theories represented by Mr
Bryan.

If it were even trus that Mr
Brvan would lead us into an inter-
n .l revolution il elected it would,
in my opinion, be not nearly as
gerious and dangerons a revolution
a= that into which the policy of

imperialism 1= sare to lead us, and

than the total subvertion of the
fundamental principles of our
democracy which the policy of im-
perialism involves,

And can you be blind to the
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eflects which the tendencies of im-
perialism are already exercising
amwong ourselves upon the popular
minds,

I’0 you hear the scofling levity
with which the Declaration of In-
depeudence and the high ideals of

er'y and human rights which
have 8o long been sacred to our
people are made sport of;, how the
teachings of Washiogton and Lin-
coln ure derided as antiquated
nursery rhymes and now the con-
stitution, when it stands in the
way of grasping schemes, is lightly
brushed aside with the flippant
word that conetitutions are made
for men and not men for the con-
stitutions?

It eannot be repeated too ollen
that there are things that may le
done by monarchial or aristocratic
governments without making them
less strong ag monarchies or aris-
toorncies; but which canaot be
done by a demoocracy, basad upon
universal suffrage, without fatally
demoralizing it a8 a democracy
and that one of these things is the
arbitrary ruling of foreign popula-
tions as subjeots,

| can hardly imagine any kind
of government more repellant than
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a democracy that has ceased to be- |

lieve 1n anything, and in which all
ambitions are directed toward a
sellish use of power,

Indeed, there may be some per-
sons expecting to make more money
out of the Philippines if we subju-
gate them at the cost of ever so
muchblood and devastation, and
then rule them by a substantial
ide spotiy way

Buat who are they?

Not the people at large, especially
not the laboring classes, but a
favored few. And here 1 iuvite
the special attention of our con-
servative lellow citizens, who are
s0 much alarmed at the possibility
that the political struggles in this
democracy—a democracy working

through universal suflrage—may

devel p into a -'rl.;-;_':- of the poor
against the rich, Have they con-
dered how apt this kind of im-
periaietic | y would be to exoits
1 hasten su v 'U»‘]u'j ment?
Nothing can be more danger
n & democracy like ours than 1
prevalenes of & notlon that might
A DO ) v g 1
rel & Wi ADOY And
W And that rinciple
BN d and proois med eve ry fay
by Lhis 1mperiaiis policy.

Is 1t not high time that Lhe
American people, sobered from the
debaunching intoxication of wictory,
should rise up again to a just ap-
preciation of the true respoasinility

of this great republic? That true
|
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