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i DAMASCUS.

l nder the blue dome of & Syrian
‘sky lies a rainous heap, showing
forth in their fullillment the  power
‘and truth of -the prophicies of the

Lord. While_the lamentation was

' gomg up on acgount of the cutge.

which destroyed the city of Tyre|

and the wail lorthe departed glory |

of Babylen, queen city ol the world, |

The pr ophet "Isaiah in very few |
words gives us the burden ot D YIS
uw “ BoLuld Ddmascus. is
“AWay from being a city, and it shall
he a ruinous heapl’

us it has for centuries, while

many rich cities ol the Syriag plains |

have drpmbled and searce o relie ol

their former Enmiuu- ean be fonnd |

"neath the sands of the desert,

No change hus tiken place in the |
'ul) of Damascus since it received
mul there will 1t
I‘:auh-n

the cursé of God,
stand till the uul of Lie,
tell us of tne caravans from the east
that still stop of the low
gquare houses, aud of the files ol

there,

ploring ot ‘the narrow, crooked
slregls a serious matter.  Damascus |
is bielieved Lo be the oldesi city ii
the world, at least, it is the oldest of
any reeord Being
Xiv (-haptt:'r of
of Eliezer, Is
: as it is

which_we have
the
Genesis, as the t:it_n,'J
history i8 a meager one,
mentioned but # few times in The
Bible, and seldom in secular Nisjory.
David ggnquered it, sluying more

nd
-the Syrians becume servants ‘Lo
David aud ‘brought  girtts, There

however, who fled when

R.n I.i.l;!ll:‘:ln!ll\ g 1(,1(_ Jh' “d
unto him uotil he became captain of
a band and dwelt in Damascas and
reigned there. “And he was an

W as Ulre,

o 1 O - |
”;l'i wns
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Thus it a-'-lmnl.a,
‘-Ill |

e E"“' blue Damson  plums, nhomug

T er, had their origin as well as thelr

1 silver,

s —

Lord; he wns led - within 1lna gates | sons eonauu in pcunndmg olhm Le

blmd \ml nuiplu\n uniil the hangs | try their methodsofeure.
| of the pious Ananias fell upon him.
| Up through' the long YiaFrow street | them is to swallow soy
| oatind atraight (imarsls eallad &

| without ‘any appesrance -of truth,

| one mmn'd Judas, where,tu-da) lim
[ wike of wasterd trafic and Arub
| Sheiks  with  tarbaped heads are
' beard and seen. The bright spark-
| ling wateps trows Lebanon still curve
| in *riphons of silver” and rivers of*
[zol] ns they were woht to da
tl.mu b the plains< of Syria, bt
is - waxed feeble anl.

“Damuscuns

'| turifeth I.erreH b flée,’ for thussaith

the Lurl “1 will kindle s fire in the
' wall of Damassus, and it shall con-
sume¢ the palaces of Benhadad. Yea,

{or three transgressions ol Dumaseus
{ wind for four T will not turn away | the
| punishment thereol ™ _' .

With the dowifall of Damascus
were lost sume of the arts that the
[ world I:Iwwn nul.hing ot at the
present time.~ The Damascus blade
! has never been lq'.l.ﬂll.d singe Tumer
| lane earried the artists: away jnto

| Petsia, and thus lost the “secret of
[ tempering Damascus steel.  The
luscivus apricot ol Poringal called
Damaseo came from Damascus, and

their purplish blue clusters thieagh
their shining green leaves in Ouror

The most
delicpte comphmeni?ﬁﬂ Thn pay

nauseating

upeon their rechmmendation,

| which all the while beary a stromg
| says Mark Twuin), Ananias soaght | family likenbss to that of those who
an Saul ol Tarsus, pt the house ol ' with bad omnpluwm assnre -yom,

that soap is wholesome for the skin,
or o1 bald people who extol the vir
tie of certain washey whioll they
Imvbulupluytd This srt ot dosing
does wot interfere, however, with the
usefulness ef the fumily -physician,
but rather supplies him with prac-
tice by laying the foundetious for:
positive disease, The stomach which
hus been unrighteously corrécted re
bels at lengib ; the nerves that have
been too often artifiolally soothéd fi-
vully retuse toacknowledge the pow.
éroof the ¢harmer;
genered by stimulants’ proves but a
broken Teed ; appetites fortified by
frequent tonies sarrender one day |
without reserve. -If the science of
medicine itsell is as yet only experi:
mental, smust not amateur dosing,
beyond question, belong 1o the most
objectionable .class of Efﬂ}iitibiﬂ!ﬂ!?
Almost evety body with whom it is
a habit cultivates ber favorite nos-
teum, To one ced liver oil .is the
snother's salvation lies in sulphur—

a third worships blue pill” and con-

.the strength en |

‘fountain of perpenal youth and heajth; |

to the disparagenent of erthodoxy; |
L3 iamzunge of- theﬂ- own; and the

eloguent

10 meet ml.h in man or wnmnn, thnt

we are apt Lo treit Lhe owner as if it
were a plant of his own selecting and
sowing, since we Jdonot stop to in- |
quire hew much is indigenousor l\pw |
much exotie; for though thi effeut is
the same tpon the speotator, yet the
mead belunys to those who; having
no natural inclination toward cheer
fulness, have yet sucoeeded in-graft
ing it ypon the l:lurrau stock of a de-
spongdent disposition,® who have beea
obligel 1o fight bravely for the sun-

shine they spend lavishly, We do |-
- not question bat it is a more certain

recipe againat the encruasbman.ln o
disease than the specifics” of medical
science. By examinaton we should |~
doubtless.find that the rew who reach.
the viyetien are those who cultivate |

Asanguine tempers wlho wear life

like a garland ratlier thatka joke;

-who do net wring their hands when

their stocks depreciate, but are céi-
tuin they will rice to-morrow ; who,
when the ship is leaking, are on"the
ontlook for a sail ; who,2 when their’
case 18 desperate, du notmake it worse
by d,r»-apn-ml.wn-—pcople‘whu can say,

*If life an empty bnbble be,
How sad are those who never see
~ The minbow ln l.he bubble 1"

:ltﬁflilx.

The nails ohhe humsu hand haver

[ seed.
lads,” Both Theophrastus and Pliny

| sun,

are like to onions, bﬁt' lesse. Tt sel-

dom beares either stalke, floare, or

It is used to be eaten in sal-

reler ;_n__tﬂl_-_g,_jne latter in the sixth
chapter in hia nineteenth book, where
he says: *“The One rerving for a
sance or Lo season meat with.,”. Cuan
‘it be then, that in l‘bmpeii of old,
chivis, as we know unow, were nsed

populnrl y— Gardcmv s C'lamnwlc

—p———

'-'nm' How,'™

At er a gieat sgow stoim, a lmlo
fellow began t6" shovel a path
through, #:large snow-bank before
his  grandmother’s door. He had
nothing but a small shovel to work
with. x 3

“How do you expect to’ get
through that drit 2" asked 3 man
passing along.

“ By keeping at it,” said the boy,
cheertully, “That’s how.”

That is the secret of mastering
almost every * difficulty- under the
If ahard task is before yon,
stick to it. Do net) keep thinking
‘how large or how bard it.is; bu' go
at-it, and little by little-iv will grow
umaller until it is done.,

Af a hard lesson is 1o be lelrned
do not spend & moment in fretling ;

1do” not lode breath in saying, “I1

cau’t,” or ¥ ¥ don't k6¢ bow ;" but go
at-it, and keep at it—sipdy. Tha‘s
is the nnly way Lo conquer it,

name from the city of Dg.\mnscus.
Damaxk et6tlis, so highly prized by
‘housekeepers, came - first “from
Pamascus, as also that beautiful art
of inlaying wood with gold and
called damaskening. = The
I)Alllaﬁk rQse was I.ramplu.nwd by
Ilenry VIL from Damascus to Eng.
land, and brightens many’ a howe
rieh —eolor,
When the “head of all Syria”
Damascus must have been g magni
ficent cu.y, for. Muhurmued ﬂ'buhl not

'@ 1
at its Iu\'elluunu, !mcf “ ﬁv is dl'r:‘n

[ but onece to man to efiter Paradise,

and I do not want to em.er mine on

adversary to Israél all the “days ofs
Solomon, and he, al)horrad Iéravi_and |
reigned ever Syria.’

, Afterwardy - during the reign 0!,

Ahaz over Judah, there arose a fear.

fal strite between Rezin ard the
hosts of the Lord who had foreaken |
the way of righteousness and had

givon themselyes aver 1d every

*wickedness and foul idolatry, Ahaz
fearful 6t being defeated sent meagen

ger and great treasures to the king
of Assyria that he would come and
help him overcome the king. of
Syria. *“ And the king of Assyria
hearkened unto him ; for the king of
Assyria went up against Damascus |
and took it, and carried the people
of iv- captives to Kir and.slew
Rezin,” " Joshephus tells the story
of this war and the capture of
Damascus in almost the same words
as those ef the Bible already quoted

and adds that the people of Damas- |

cus were earried off imte Upper
Media, while the city was again
peopled by a celony of Assyrians.
Thus was fullfilled another propheey
of Isaiah, **The riches of Damascus
and the spoil of Samaria shall be
taken away l!efo‘re the king of
Assyria.” It was finally taken by
Pompey, who, with his Roman
legions, overran and conquered the
entire east, making from the Orient
a thoroughfare which ended in
Rome and oppression,
Every Bible teader familiat with
Paul's conversion, knows that our
great interest in that old eastern
city lies in the faot that it witnessed
the first labors of Paul in turning
sinful souls to the faith of Jesus, A
'nbor: distance from Damascus the
light ot the Lord shone rewnd abeut
bim, and he heard the voice of the
Lord saying unto hir, “Saul, Saul,
_why persccutest thou me?” How
very: differeat bis eniry-into the
city than he had imagined ; instead
of breathing out threatenings auwd
slaughter against the disciples of the

earth,” . .
Maxy W ELLING.
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Thera are a host af peaple who
seem to have little else to do but to
administer doses for its improvement;
people who are positively dissipated
and intemperate in their use of med-
icines, and uppenrl.ol.hlnk this world
net 80 much a vale of tears as of
drugs; people to whom & new pre-
scription affords a delight auly equal.
ed by that which a savant woald de
| rive from the possession of a bone of
[the extent megatherium. TIf they
| are troubled with |naomurl, instead
| of reserting to the nataral assistance
| of occupation and exercise, they turn
| te the bremides for aid, and call 1n
| chloral for their defense; it they
have low spirits, they lay siege with
blue "pills; it rheumatism invades
their borders, they summon ocolehi
. c#f rather than endurange; a slight
attack of indigestion is an occasion
tor a Sedlitz powder; if colic threat-
ens, they advance npon it with eas
ter-oil ; quinine is their pass-word,
and camphor the panacen for all their
ills from hysteria to keart.burn;
while they entertain the idea that
Death himself is atraid of carbelic
acid! In fact, rhubarb, senns, thor-
oughwort, and all the ghastly array
of drugs, the mere mentien of which
is agitating to & well-bred stomach,
are familiar words .with them, and
household gods to whom they sacri.
fice almost daily. . If they are in the
least degree under the weather, it
never ocours to them 10 allow Na-
ture to work out ber own salvation,
but they take her affairs into their
own hands, and bhaving small ac-
quaintance with her precesses, tlie
)rlll;ll. resembles.that of a novice at-
templing the tasks of a supsrior, and’
making them the more difficult for
that superior to accomplish.  One of
‘of the peculiar pleasures of sueh per.

« lglpelt

S S — P

consider their physieal conditionand |

fides in calomel; while there yet e
man thosé who have such respect

for «ll mvdlunmeuu tlml. they slight

ngne. — E.

The }lalnlww in lho Bnbblr.

JEN -

Cheerfulness is to the mind w;m.
sunshine is te the earth—ita rejuve
nating foree, The cheeriul pwple
are_ always ).ung, howévér gray

" their loeks, dim their vision, or wrink-

led theiw faces. Nay, chmrhilnesa
will keep gray bairs and wrinkles at
lnq!v more effeotually than o Ds

‘ww tnw

man which altr;},w aﬂ';c!.lon and re'
gard to those "who' wear it, The
.cheerful person is every where wel
come, and nowhere out of flace. She
lights up the darkest day, and has
the same genial and stimulating effeet
as the sunbeam ; she makes the best
of every thmg——eveu misfortune seen
through her upeol.lolu does not look

 cate, filmy livtle * half moon ™

Some keep them long and peinted
like reminiscence ot Claws; some
pare and trim and scrape dnd poligh
up to the bighest point- ot artific¥l
besuty; and others, oarrylng the
doetrine of natute to the outside lim

it, let 1hem grow wiﬁl with jagged
edges, broken tracts, and hanguulla
or “ back-friend,” as the sgenizing
vonsequences. “Sometimes you see
1 the most Leautiful nails, piak, traos-
parent, filbert-shaped; with the deli-
indi

cated at the base—all whe conditions
Ot Baanry garried *= re-fevie=, hat
all rendered of no avail by dirt. and.
sloveliness; while others, thick,
white-ribbed, square, with no half
moon, spotted like so many eircos
horses with “ gitus” and *firiends”
and the like—that i8, without beau-

ties, snd with positive blémishes—
are yet pleasant to look at for the
aore bestowed on vhem, their daiuty

wo- wgly;-she
“ahead, and is sure that trouble will’
get detained on the way ; she sees
the silver lining of every clond, and’

the.first rift; where another. mor-,
murs and dnnbt.n, she is full of thanks-
giving and hope. The small dis-

comforts of life do not fret her as
many another.. She is the best trav-
eler the world over—heeds the- jolts
on the road only to laugh at them ;
breakdowns and detentions are only
#0 many novel experiences to ‘her;
and we deubt if even a highwayman
could rob her of the habit of looking
at the bright side of every thing. She
does net make faces over a poor din-
ner or a hard bed, but resigns her-

| sell Lo inconvenienves so complacent-

ly that one might be deceived into
thinking ber sccustomed 1o them,
That she is a most companionable
personage, the comfort of ‘ber- pres-
ence attests. Her example is infec-
tious, and we find ourselves groping
our way out of the slough of despond
by the light of her countenance, If
“ good nature is stronger-than tema-
hawks,” as the sage tells us, ‘then
cheerfulness is its twin sister.. With
many of us, perhaps, nhmrfulnou is
no more a virtue for which’ we are
responsible thana quiek ear for ma
sic would be, thawn a Grecian profile,
or a fine head of bair, It is bred in
the bone with a few of us, just as a
talent for carpentry, for gculptaring,
or versilying in; and as it is reckon.

virtue to spell well, so the talent for
cheerfulness, being our birthright, is
not so mueh e down te our credit,
but #o much subiracted: therefrom if
we do*not develop it into a gesius,
'But it is'none Lbe less & sweetener of

existetior, sud such a charwing thing

ed a disgrace Lo spell badly, but-no-

perfection of cleanliness being s
charm id iteelf. Nothing indeed is
more disgusting than dirty hands
and negleoted nails, as nothing gives
one such an idea ‘of freshness and
care a8 the same membelgwell kapl.
—Ez,

History of the Ouion.

—

Very tew wiemberd-of the vegeta

“ble kingdom exist that can boast an

older record than the onion, The-
ophrastus alluded to it as follows:
“There be divers sorts of onions
which have their surnames of the
plaees where they grow; some also
lesser, others greater, some Le round,
divers others Jong.” This is ample
proof that, evda in his early days, a
variety of sorts were grown, and in
many places, Pliny adds the ques
tionable information that *“mnone
grow wilde."” The onion is also spo-
ken of in Holy Writ, where, in con
nection” of the leek and other vege-
tables, it is referred to as a luxury
belonging to the Egyptians, at the
earliest date we possess any history
in regard to them. Though Theoph
rastus siows by his statement above

that.distinel sorts existed, we arein- | .

1 a fanle is o be cured, or a Paa =

liabit broken up, it cannot be doue
by merely being sorry, or bunly ory.
ing & little, | You must keep fighting
dntil i is got rid of.

@

It you Lave entered your Master’s

service, and are trying to be good,
fyou - will sometimes - find  hills of
difficulty in the way. Things will
often look Hiscoursging, aud you with
ot seeui to make Dy progress at
all; but Ileep al u: Never ﬁo!gat
“Thn s how.™

f‘!’pert.

You want us. to tell .you wlm]. is
shoddy. Well, the first difference
i8 the mpterial.j
long fibres, as fonnd in wool and

other materinls, such short ibres are

ased as are found . in the refyse
material of &th and woolen manu-
factures, or even eld wornout clothes
are torn up and treated as if & paper
pulp bad to be made of them: The
material is then purified frem dust
and such fibres as are altogether too
short ; and as even the remnant is
too short to be spun into threads
and woven, it is simply felted. Now
felting is well enough, and may be
as strong as weven (cloth, providing
the fibres are long enough, as is the
case with the new fur of the beaver
and the hare, which becomes so

mutually emangled by the curling

produced in felling, as to strongly
résist any force which may-be used
to tear the stuffapart ; but it is clear
that if the fibres are shért they can-
vot well be held together in this
way, and henge the oase with which
material made of euch short fibre
tears and wenrs out,

During the late war, blankets by
the thounsands were sold to the
government made of material of
fibres so short as literally to fall
apart. Such stuff could only be ap.
proved of and aceepted through
sheer ignorance or briber;—-mo.;
likely the latter, It was the same
with the elothing, and nof enly short
woolen fibre, but short. cotton fibre
was used, mixed up with the rest;

dlined to believé-shas there were nﬁ:ﬁh lha material was only fit for

move than three distinot types th
They derived, however, a varriety of
pamee from the various places where
they werd known as “ Ascalonitides,”
a namé said by Gerarde to be “of a
towne in Judem, otherwise called
Pompeisns.” - Singularly enough,
however, the English vame of thix
kind by, this latter suthority as “Soal |
lions,” and along with it is given an
illustration and tbe following state
ment:* “This hath but small roots
growing many togeiper; the leaves

.

r, and & rotten paper at that, as
paper made of & good leng fibre is
indeed stronger than the shoddy sold
to the government by contraetors
without consciences,.— e,

“There's something in this r
that makes me 'sick,” ssid n.;!l\'
livtle boy to his sister. “ I know
Fwhat it is,” - responded the little
girl, lt'n tobacker.”

The bump of destractivenes—a
railway oolillion "

- Child's (,ompm»wn. :

instead of using .
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