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Publishing the Details of Crime.
ar Biv. 1.1. »W1MK1.L, ». ».

One of the most urgent reforms 
that needs to be undertaken in the 
interest of public morals, is one against 
the publishing of the details of crime. 
The wonderful prominence of the 
newspaper in modern civilization, its 
enterprise in seizing everything of 
public interest, and the competition 
which stimulates it to do its utmost 
to enlarge the number of its readers 
have made crime and everything con­
nected with it a favorite topic tor its 
columns. So, unconsciously and with­
out any corrupt design, -one of the 
brightest and most active agencies of 
our civilization has become one of the 
powerful corruptors of public morals.. 
It cannot escape the» observation of 
any thoughtful man, that there is a 
remarkable coincidence between the 
scattering broadcast, all over the land

• of. the minute description of social 
horrors byz the newspapeas in our 
day, and flie ¡nidtipltatl^ "oTTfiose’ 
horrors. If those descriptions' were 
actual seeds of crime filling the air 
and falling on congenial soil, and then 
springing up in fresh and larger har- 
YtMts of crime, the appearance would 
not be different from what it is. There 
may be other causes in part, but they 
are not ^.o apparent, while this lies on 
the surface and is adequate to account 
for the coincidence, ip good degree.

• I. In the first place, publishing the 
details of crime puts the criminal sug­
gestion in many minds that otherwise 
might never haye it. ; It puts into in- of all the skill and mistakes and 
nocent minds an atmosphere of critn-i-

<al thought which they cannot get rid 
f. Many a man has carried through 
life fearful spectres of wickedness in 

connection with things which he read 
about when a boy, which have risen 
in hours of "temptation, to annoy him 
or even to leal him on ti> guilt. ’ Such 
details are not things that can be for­
gotten. They make alliance with the 
wayward element in human nature, 
and become a ¡»art of the permanent 
furniture of the soul. Men who after­
wards become tlioroughly good are ef»- 
occupied and haunted by the appari­
tions of these recitals, thoughtlessly 
entertained in early life, that they are 
plagued by their unsavory re appear­
ance in untimely hours and places, till 
the grave closes over them. What is 
an unwelcome visitor to .them may be 
a syren to others.

2. Again, publicity arouses and fires 
the slumbering criminal passion. It 
has long been noticed that particular 
«ocial horrors are likely to be repeated 
Suicides, murders, railroad robberies, 
crimes against the State, of a peculiar 
type, are found in clusters—not neces­
sarily in the same neighborhood, but 
near the same time—in historical clus­
ters. It is not the influnce of the air 
or the soil, or the water, or of the law 
or social organization, or any power of 
physical contagion in crime that 
tiuses this, but the spread of the 

nowledge of the crime, sweeping 
t«ith all its fiery, maddening details 
•ver weak hearts in which the latent 
tasibility is slumbering, which leads 

em to imitation. The press is the 
inwitti^ig medium of passing this dis- 

strious information; and through its 
Ubiquity one poison flower of the his­
torical cluster of wickedness may be 
■ Russia, another in America, one in 
Germany, another in Ireland, one in 
America, one in Italy, another in 
4etico, or they all may be close to­
gether in place as well as time. The 
instantaneous omnipresence of the in- 
t*mation of the press cafuses a crime 
«ammitted in Missouri or Kansas to- 
4ay to be festering in wild brains and 
»cimulating to its repetition in Cali- 
f»rnia to-morrow; and tends, to pro- 
riy» the vast sympathetic bruthei kvud 
it the types of guilt among ths ua- i 
tins which we would witness ia our 
<hy. And where the effect is not an 
imitation, it may lead to horrors ol 
oiler forms. All crime is related; 
¡ml crimes of one sort, corrupting the j 
mud by familiarity with their recitals

debauching the consçience, arousing lates to the tone of the pre«« towards j 
the »lumbering depravity and making 
it daring and reckless, stimulate to i 
crimes of other kind* as well. High- I 
waymen start out afresh after having , 
their blood set on fire by reading ac- I 
counts of murders. Assassins are ! 
stimulated by the recitals of lynching 
by a mob. Theft and arson play into I 
each other’s' hands.. To anouse the 
criminal impulse in society anywhere 
is to call out a deadly fang and make 
it active, and no one can tell where it 
will strike next, whether in an imita­
tion or independently. . , '

3. Publishing the details also sug­
gests a programme which, in the opin- 
pf the candidates for crime, only needs 
slight modification, here and there, to 
be made successful in their case. 
Su ph persons see where others failed ; 

'what a small mistake was made ; and 
out of the full disclosure they imagine 
they see away in which they can do 
wrong .and escape punishment-. All 
these minute recitals are thus made
tlie Basis of a keener education of 
criminals. They use them as text 
books—the nteans by theaid'of which 
they drin their faculties, form their 
plans, and prepare themselves to out­
rage society more adroitly and suc­
cessfully. The newspaper, the bloom 
of our civilization, the enlightener of 
the people, the popular mirror of so­
ciety, in its eagerness to furnish the 
news,-is thus telling assassins and rob­
bers and burglars and thieves and 
counterfeiters just howjto do it, giving 
them the advantage of the knowledge
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crooked ways of their fraternity, and 
putting them on the way to greater 
cunning and more successful malignity 
To scatter such information is to lay 
the ’ trains of crime far and wide, in 
many places, fot time and opportunity 
to tire. If the press were to pay a 
great pricc forthe privilege 6fdistrib- 
uting these examples and models and 
programmes of lawlessness, all wrought 
out to the minutest particulars^jt 
could not compensate for the pecunia­
ry disadvantage to society for the 
«piiekenvd criminal educationan4skill 
thereby .pioduced, to say nothing of 
the moral effects. -. St.

*4 Publishing crime in its incidents 
and details, and overlooking the order­
ly flow of social life, encourages crime 
also, by giving a false view of its pro­
portion. Peisons criminally inclined 
ire led to think they are in a great 
company; that nearly all are wrong­
doer* ; and thus lose the sense of the 
relative horror of crime. What such 
multitudes are engaged in doing does 
not seem repulsive to them. Compa­
ny in evil breaks down the moral bar­
rier restraining from evil. A thous­
and men joined together will each 
plunge into sin when they see one an­
other doing it, and no one acting dif­
ferently, when they would not think 
of doing it if they felt their case was 
exceptional. The press joins the hands 
of the rogues alj over the country, and 
they see one another, and feel thb in­
fluence of ono another, and invite one 
another to fresh forms of mischief, 
which they never- would think of 
committing if it were not for the 
stimulus caused by their misapprehen­
sion about the relative amount of 
crime in the community, given them 
by the papers. Many half-virtuous 
men, not anchored in principle, simple 
and easily influenced, look out upon 
the country which they think is 
steaming and boiling with lawlessness 
and they think they may well prac­
tice it as the-, rest. If the honest peo­
ple were brought as prominently into 
their notice as the rogues, they might 
be deterred from the first step. “Evil 
company doth corrupt good manners,” 
and this maxim of the Apostle Paul 
Las no truer application than »when 
»¡»plied to the influence of tbe press in 
spreading out the details of crime be- 
'ors thpse of weak virtue Rogues 
keep altogether too much company 
with those of weak virtue through thtf 
presi.

5. Another point of criticism re-

crime, as well as the fact of spreading 
i it out with full descriptions. It is 
common for the editorial staff-to speak 
of it smartly, derisively, jestingly, not 
as if it were a moral enormity. They 
appeal to other part* of our nature 
than conscience to make a sprightly 
paper, and amuse the reader, rather i 
than educate him to virtue anJ a hor­
ror of wickedness. They may trust 
the occurrence with the indifference 
of a horse ' race or a dog tight, or a 
show without moral earnestness. They 
may speak of the men wko have at­
tempted crime and failed, as stupid, or Î 
cowardly, giving "the impression that ' 
they would have been more admirable i 
villians if they had succeeded. It is a 
dangerous undertaking to set forth 
human* malignity and depravity in i 
e sthetic colors. It can never be de­
picted safely to society unless the de- ! 
scription is made to arouse the con 
sciençe of the reader in good, strong, I 
unflinching condemnation of___the J 
whole wicked procedure. To produce! 
any other effect, or arouse any other , 
interest contrary to this, is to.encour- i 
age disorder and lose répertoriai op­
portunity to help the public. Crime 
cannot be dealt with u-sthetically or 
rhetorically or sensationally, or in any 
other way than morally, without mak­
ing it seem Joinething else than that 
awful guilty thin^ it is. Popular 
writers should be in the mood of true : 
moral earnestness, determined to set 

-the heart and conscience of their read­
ers against it, or they should enter on 1 
no account of it. It is one of the | 
things that should be approached* from : 
high ground, in the interestj»f.public ' 
morals, or it should not be approached ' 
at all. To joke and polish tlie shafts 
of wit, and extort a smile from the 
reader, over the man who has butcher- j 
ed his fellow-uian, or tried to do it; 
who has wrecked’¿"Tailroad train, or 
tried to do it ; who has shaken his 
pistol over a man in bed in the dead 1 
hours of the night, while he robbed i 
him of his valuables; who has de-! 
strayed the peace of his neighbor’s 
home; who has stolen the moneys put

convictions of the people anti promote 
moral corruption. Nor is it enough 
to treat social wrong with denuncia-1 
tion and vituperation. Stings are 
not medicinal; nor is the pain they 
inflict likely to lodge in the guilty 
parties. The public needs to be help 
ed by the references made to the ■ 
wrongs from which it suffers, to be 
itself more thoroughly grounded iu 
virtue and all good living It wants 
to be helped up to righteousness ar.d 
purity’ and love; and denunciation is 
not the most successful way of doing 
this.

The better way, undoubtedly, is, in 
all ordinary cases, to suppress the de­
tails,—the things which seize the im­
agination, fasten on the memory and 
incite the criminals impulse! Keep' 
those definite fire-brands out of print; | 
as much aa possible out of the speech 
and thoughts of the public. Bury I 
them in silence and oblivion, that 
they may go out, and not be borne Í 
over the land to kindle other hearts to i 
mischief.

The next reform, therefore, that is 
needeil, is a reform of the Press in 
this ¡Articular. This cvil has sprung 
up inadvertantly; in fact, unconscfi-! 
ously. Neither thq Press nor the pub- | 
lie has realized its bearing on the in- ' 
crease of crime. Attention should be « 
called to this subject. Thoughtful , 
persons are beginning to see the evil. ' 
They should speak out. Let a move-: 
ment be made gathering up the en­
lightened and advanced public senti­
ment on this subject, and disclosing 
the number who turn with a sicken­
ing feeling away from the paragraphs 
devoted to the-details of individual 
and social misdemeanors and vices in 
our prints, and the Press will readily 
respond when it sees that, the public 
taste requires something cleaner and 
more helpful. It thinks now that 
there is a popular demand for what 
it gives. When the public studies the 
subject and understands it, there will 
not be a demand for it; but the pub­
lic will dem*nd the suppression of the 
seeds of crime flying on these w nged 
sheets'; of ib« d.¿closures that propa­
gate qDrruption; of the publicity that 
sends the tire and the pistol and the 
sword, alarms and horrors, desolation 
and sorrow, on the swift currents of 
the wind over the lard.—Padjic.

TUTT’S
PILLS

INDORSED BY
PHYSICIANS, CLERGYMEN, AND 

THE AFFLICTED EVERYWHERE.

the Greatest medical
TRIUMPH OF THE AGE.

SYMPTOMS OF A ”

TORPID LIVER.
Loa, of appetite.Nauaea.bowela eontiv», 
FainTn theHead.with a d □Taejiaation in 
fhe back part,Tain under the shoulder- 
blade, fullness after eating, with » disin- 
clination to exertion of body or mind’, 
Trritabllityof temper, Lo wypinta,Xx>as 
ofme&ory, with a feeling of Baylm, neg­
lected some duty, weariness.Tiixxineee. 
fluttering of the HwuriTDota before tK» 
eyes,~YeUow 8kin. H'eads<-he, Usstlees- 
ness st night, highly Sblored Urine.
IF THESE WARMINGS ARE UNHEEDED, 
SERIOUS DISEASES WILL SOON BE DEVELOPED.
I UTT'S PILLS are especially adapted to 

• uclj eases.one dose eiTeets suchachange 
of feeling a. to astonish the sufferer.

Tbrv Inervase the Appetite, .nd cans* the 
body to Take on S'lch. thus th«» syytem is 
nourished. * nd by then Tóale Aetl on on lbs 
■•ICMtlr. Organa. Regular «tool, ar^pro- 
du«-ed. Price 3 «-ruts, fo Mnrray MU. M.T.

TUTT’S HAIR DYE.
<4ray Hair or Whibifm 'hanged to aGLoesr 
JRf.At k by a single application of this Hyk. It 
Imparts a natural colorTact« Instantaneously. 
Bold by DrugfliMe. or g«nt by esprsM <n receipt of fl 
Office, 35 Murray St., Mew York. 
<Dr. TVTTH RAXl'AL ef YaluahU leforeiaUoe ■ ■«
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THE

FACIJ^ICChristian Messenger
HAS 5OW ENTERED UPON ITS

Eleventh Volume,
And proposes to'bring itself up to ar

- standard of excellence equal
to the best

CHRISTIAN WEEKLYS.
It is of special interest to .the Brotherhood 

West of the Rocky Mountains, and 
Avery Discjple on the

T’ja.OIJF’lO SLOPE

Should subscribe for it.
' “■»-------------

Its Literature
Will be* of the Best, Purest, nyjst in­

structive kind,, while Church News, 
Eerx.xts from the Field, the
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,

7’

Terms : $2.50 Per Year.,
Address ’ . _

PACIFIC CHRISTIAN MESSENGER
Monmonth. Oregon. _

Original Communications, and general- 
item« of interest will make it a

* desirable weekly visitor 
jn every Christian family.

ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
REMEDIES IN THE WORLD FOR 

the cure of
Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, 

Boro Throat, Bronchitis, 
• - Influenza, Asthma,

Whooping Cough, 
Croup, and

Every affection of the

THROAT, LUNGS ANO CHEST,
including-

CONSUMPTION,
A WELL-KNOWN PHYSICIAN WRITES:

" It <ioe» not dry up a cough, and leave the <a-j« 
behind, M is the case with most preparations, but 
looser.» i:, tlense, the |.inj« aipl aU-.s.irrita,irm.
thus removing the catisc of cnmpia.-.:.''

PO .NUT Uli UULIUJI by „tfcfe, t,.r. 
ing similar names. Ee sure you get

DR. WISTAR’S BALSAM OF WILD CHERRY, 

with the signature of “ I. BUTTS " on the wrapper. 
, CO Cent, nod H,«X> a Bottl,-.

Prepared by SETH W. FOWLE Sc SONS, Bos- 
tew, Mass. Sold by drug^uu fftd dealers generally.

A

VitalUe. and Enriches the Blond, Tone* 
up thw System, Makes the Weak 

Strong, Build» up the Broken- 
down, Invigorates the 

Brain, and

----- CURES------
Dyspepsia, Nervous Affections, Gen­

eral Debility, Neuralgia. Fever 
and Ague, P tr tlysis. Chronic 

Dia^hce^, Boils, Dropsy, 
Humors, Female Cod­

plaints, Liver Com­
plaint, Remittent 

Fever, and
ALL DISEASES ORIGINATING IN A BAD STATE 

OF THE BLOOD, OR ACCOMPANIED BY 
DEBILITY OR A LOW STATE 

OF THE SYSTEM.

PERUVIAN SYRUP
Supplies the blood with its Vital Principle, or 
Ute Element, IRON, infusing strength. 
Vigor ar.d New Life into all parts of the system. 
BEING I REE FROM ALCOHOL, its energu- 
ing effects a)e not followed by corresponding reac­
tion, but arc permanent.

SETH W. TOWLE & SONS, Proprietors, 86 ' 
Harrison Avenue, Boston. Sold by all Druggut*

WESTERN tMrlnt.
*>■<»■ th» !■ pnraration by ablest Gt*>- 

ptphieal aeholar. CouBty Maps of every Stat« and Terri­
tory ib ♦•lor«. mad< eiprvMly, »howiag every Railroad and 
•very iBportan* T»wb. Beautifully Illustrated. 181* 
Urt«P»<to R«tari»6i.t*aad Tells al) about
■ itoni, FBrwHBjr. Home»t«ad, Railroad and other Lands. 
Tr*Mpertata«B. Price»; Social. Educational and Reliyt* nt 
Oadi&fB; NatkaalHie» r»|m»entcd; Chmats. Soil», rro- 
du»U. Herd»; w*<e«. »11 Trade» and Pro fee« io®»; Mcreaa- 
tU« aad MaaafitotuH«« BactacM; all HutHUe»; Ar»aB: 
BaialMto; Naattobk Vritf»h Colnasbia. Alaska. Tesas- 
•very »eetloa beyond«Ahe Mi»»l»»ipps. Sell» teeverv cl*»», 
•tod 8BMf«B th» 8mm waeaMbad «adaneM«• t» Bubataa - 
tlally boaad. 1« tach«« m lea«th and over 1 in width, out- 
ttVSSL. st. ‘
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GARFIELD

Chicago & North-Western Railway
1« the OLDEST ' PEST CONSTRICTED! BEST 

■' EQUIPPED ! and hence Uie

LEADING RAILWAY
—OF THE—

WEST AND NORTHWEST!
It is the SHOUT, SURE mid SAFE Ruytc between

COUNCIL BLUFFS
-ixn

CHICAGO. .MILWAUKEE,
And all point» EAST, auch as

VlRKria Falla. W«W York. Philadelphia.
Bo.lon. Wu'lilngiini Baltimore. Pitta­

burg. .Montreal. Tcrondo. Detroit, * 
Cleveland.

At Council Blutl“ tie Tra-ini» • f the CLic«ffo*A 
North-We*t< rn aiul i.e I. 1. It x - i-m t h*oni. 
arrive at and gae th<-.n.< r intcj ion

At £bieag< .'■>!« . ■ irei with the
Lake Shore. Michigan and Centra), Baltimore and 
Ohio, Ft. Wayne and Pfiin-ylvania, and Chicago 
«t Oran<l Trunk and the Kankakee and I’an
Handle Routes.

Pullman Palace Drawing Room 
Cars

Are run on all through trains 11 this r »¿J.
It ia the OXLY ROAD Between

COUNCIL BLUFFS & CHICACO
Upon winch in run the celebrated

Pullman Hotel Dining Cars.
Insiat upon Ticket Agents welling yon Ticket/ 

via thia road, Exan.ino jx;ur Tickets, and refuse 
to buy if they do m t read ever ti e Chicago and 
North-Western Railway. * t--

I.fyou wieh the Be?*t Traveling Accoounodationa 
yon will bnv yonr Ticket» by this lluate AND 
will take nonk other

All Ticket Agents «.eil Ticket» by this Line.
Marvin hughitt,

2d . 1‘. »< Gr in Mang'r, Chicago.
11-17-ly
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NEW RICH BLOOD!
Paiioni’ Purgative Pilla make New Rich 

Blood, and will completely change the blood in

who will take 1 pill each night from 1 to 13 weeks -------V---------— --- -------------. W
_B possible. Sentbv mail for 8 letter stamps.

J. A. JOHNSON A CO., BoeteWf Jfoae^ - ----------»„ ------------ —-,

rsonâ9 Purgativa Pill» make New Rich

the entire er stem in three months. Anvperson 
v : 2, L “ T tz
may tie re«tored to sound health. If such a thing 
bejKi^^ible^^ent bv^maiHor 8 Jettrr stamps.

^Tiwrly Batty0r9 Me.

«f* V Outfit Inrni.bed free, with full in- 
III ■trik-'iii., I« I <■< educin g the n»»t 
Ilf I r-.r-.t• !«■ ti U Hiivi-ne can

engage in. The bu.ineaa ia ro eaav 
U- learn and our inatnictiona are *a .imple and 
pliin. <Lat any one can make great profits from 
<be very «tart. No one can fail who ia willing to 
work, nomen are m sncceMfuf a. men. Bova 
•nd girls can earn large »num. Many have maile 
al the burinera oyer ene hundred dollars in a 

.atr-Ule week, b’o’bing like it ever known before. 
At: who engage are .nrjinaed at the eaae and 
rapidity with which they are able to make money, 
loa can èiigr,—-4** **— • ------------ --------- -----------------------
lime at fircat 
e.pktslin it. ----------- ... ----- ---------- -----
o.-ctl ready money, »¡..-uld »rite to ns at once. AU 
furnished free. Adt’resn Tut A Co., Augusta, 

—s,_______________

My Xew TUwM-nt"t! Ft’
<u«r lUOrivld and S»l»vr Wt»hu»i»» Watobri» 
pe*>l for a 3« mibhfp. It twitw bow I n>4 
w*»cb«a to all partant L'Ah beo«amiu«4 
hafnra D*«hw «nr nxwwr. VMauMad r«fr

nic ww'iv w uissc llidie}.
Wjfrip UU« lUMir.et* tin ring vour »pare 

A'ou <lu nw( have to invest 
. We take al) the rink. There who
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