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District Courts of the United
R States;-

numr.m D. D

The judicial power of the United
States, as granted in the third article
of the Constitution, is vested in nad
exercised by the Distriet and Cirenit
Courts and the Supreme, Court of the
United States: The first two courts
are referred to in the Constitution as
“ inferior courts” or “tribunals in-
ferior to the Supreme Court.” They
are  infevior”
lower in -rank than the Supreme
"Court, and also subject to its ap-
pellate jurisdietion. Their organiza-
tion, number, relation to.each other,
and jurisdiction, whether original or
appellate, belong to the legislative
diseretion of Congress, limited in its
exercise to the cases and controversies
specified in the Constitution. - -

The Judiciary Aet of 1789, by
which the Judicial Department of the
General Government was organized,
divideidl the United Stetes into thir-
teen judieial districts, with two addi-
tienal- districts—one for Kentucky
and the other for Maine—which were

» then parts of Virginia and Massachu- |

setts respectiyely. This act provided
for a Distriet Court in each of these
districts, eonsisting of a single district
judge, and to this court gave original
Jjurisdiction in certain specified cases.

Subsequent l.ebwlanon, called for" by
the growth of the country, has from
time o time added to the number of
these districts, and conseauently to
the nulnber ‘of Distriet Courts, and
also enlatged their jurisdietion beyond

“ the Yimits originally fixed. The entire

legislation of Congress with regard to
lh&;t courts - in. force on’ the 1st of
December, 1673, is compiled, restated,
and re-enacted in the Revised Statutes
of the United States, chiefly in the
first four chapters of Title XIII. The
purpese of this article is to present a
brief summary of the law as now
existing in respect to the District
Courts of the United. States.

1. Jvoicar Iustricrs.—The total
number of these districts is fifty -nlnei
and in twenty-one of the states a
district embraces the whole state. |
Thirteen states are divided each into |
two distrieta ; and four states—name-

Ay, Alabawa, New York, Tennessee,
and Texas—are divided each into
three districts. Each distriet em-
braces either the whole or & part of &
state and in no instance does = dis-
trict include either two states or parts
of two states. Congress, in arranging
these districts, has adopted the state
as the unit of territorial divieion,
sometimes dividing it into two or
more t]i!_a:.‘.i(.'lﬁ, but never uniting two
or more states or parts of ¢we or mere
states in the same distriet. This was
the original plan as to judicial die-
tricts in the Judiciary Aet of 1789
and it has been adhered to ever since

2. Orcasration oF  DisTRICT
Cotnrts—The law, as a general rule,
provides that a distriet judge shall be
appointed for each jadicial distriet
and makes it the duty of the jedge to
reside in the district for which he was
appointed, declaring nen-compliance
with this provision as to residence to
be “a high misdemeanor.” The ¢otal
number of distriet judges of the
United States is fifty-two; and of
this number ome judge is assigned to
the three distriets in Alabama, one o
the two districts in (ieorgia, one to
the two districts in Mississippi, one to

the two districts in South Ceroftna, ]

and one to two of the~three districts
into which Tennessee is divided,
making in all five judges amgnd to
more than one district.

The disthict judges have poww to
appoint clerks of their respective,
courts and, when necessary, deputy
clerks. The records of each court are
to be kept at the place where the
court is held ; and when the dlll‘t is

in the sense of being |

'by conspirators, as mentioned in sec-

the place uf keeping thuo ueordi lm ,
not been specially fixed by law.

The annual compensation of the
district judges is as follows: w0 the
judge of the District of California five
thousand dollars ; to the judge of the
District of Louisiana four thousand
five hundred dollars ; to the judges of
the Distriet of Massachusetts, of the
Northern, Southern, and Eastern Dis-
tricts of New York, of the Eastern
and Western Districts of Pennsyl-
vania, of the District of New Jersey,
[of the Distriet of Maryland, of the
Sauthern District of Ohio, and of the
Northern Distriet of Illinois four
thousand dellars; and to the judges
of all the other districts three thou-
sand five hundred dollars each. No
other allowance or payment is made
for travel, expenses, or otherwise, It
is hardly necessary to say that this is
aniggardly. rate of compensation, if
we consider the amount and charac-
ter of the servied to be performed and
the grade of legal a.hlht‘v required for |

earn move by the practice of his pro-
fession.

—Section 563 of the Revised Statutes '
provides that the District Courts shall
have Jurm[:ct.wn in the i’ollowing

cases: = "

able under
United _ States,
their respeetive districts or upon the
high seas, the pumshmem of which is
not eapital, except in the cases mcn—]
tioned in section 3412,

he authority of~ the

chit Courtds held in thc district of |
such courts.

feitures incurred under any law gf the |
United States.

(¢) All suits at common

any officer thereof authorized to sue. 1

(5.) All guits in equity to enforce |

[ for any internal revenue tax.

(6.) All suite for forfeitures or
damages under section 3400 relating
to debts due by er to the United
States,

7. AU causes arising wader the
postal laws of the United States. ’

and maritime _jurisdietion,
seizures ¢m land and en waters not
within this jurisdiction, in both ef
which eases the jurisdiction is ex-
clusive, except where concurrént

jurisdiction is given to the Circuit | *
[ Courts ; and all prizes brought into

the United States in respect to which
the jurisdiction is original and ex-
clusive, except as provided in para-
graph six of seetion 620, relating. to
the condemnation of property used
for insurreetionary purposes.

(0.) All proeeedings for the con-
demnation of property taken as prize,
in pursuanee of section (5305 relating
¢o insurrection.

(10) All suits by assignees of de-
bentures for drawback of duties.

11.) All suits for damages on ac-
count of injuries to person or property

tion 1085,

(12.) All suits at law or in equity
to redress and deprivation of rights
secured by the Constitution and laws
of the 1Tnited States to persons w&bm
the jurisdiction thereof

(13.) All duits to recover possession
of an office where it appears that the
sole question touching the title of
such offige arises out of the denial of
the right to vote to any citizen offer-
ing te vote on account of race, color,
4 or previous comdition of servitude.

14.) All progeedings by writ of
quo warranto for the removal of per-
sons from office holding the same con-
trary to the third seasion of the Four-
teenth Amendment.

"(15) All suits by or gyainst nation-
&l banks located in the distriet for

{ or section.
may be taken by any Distriet tourt'
within ‘whose jurisdiction the ]»ro-tject matter (Randall v.
perty so seized may be brought, Wall, 523; and Bnnﬂn} v. Fisher, 13 |

| gardless of any previous condition of

fl&) -Adl suits by aliens for torts
only in violation of the law of natiens
or of a treaty of the United States.

(17) All suite against consuls or
vice-consuls, except for offenses sbou

‘& certain grade.
(18.)- All proceedings in bmkruptcy !
within their respective districts,  The |

repeal of the National Bankrupt Law
since the enactment of the Revised
Statutes renders this provision inoper-
ative. : -

These eighteen general elgsaes of
cases do not exhaust the jurisdietion
of the District Courts., The ReviSed
Statutes specify other en.aes and mat-
ters to which the Jurmdaeuon equally |
exténds.

These courts have jurisdiction in
| tinuance of their salaries (see. 714).

ptoceedings on seizurgs for the for-|
feiture of any vessel or cargo entering
any port of entry which has been |
¢losed by the President, in puuuauce
of law, or of gdeds or chattels coming
from a stite or seetion declared by
the President to be‘in msurrectmn

its proper performance. The office is .i into other parts of the United btntaq, practice of law, and any violation of
an honorable one. yet almost any | | or of any vessel er vehicle convgying " this prohlbll.lon is deemed “a high
lawyer who is fit for the position ean, ' such property or conveying persons__r misdemeanor "

to or from such staté or section, or of |
'any vessel belonging, in whole or in |

or not (sec. .:84

consequence of the Rebellion then ex-
istiug.

The District Courts also - have
cognizance of all proceedingy. in- re-

trade,” and any such court within |

| whose distriet such vessels may be
(3. All suits for pemalties’and for-’found seized eor brought, may take put together. A comparison of Lhe[
They several dates at which Congress hu]
have jurisdiction in “ the summary | conferred  jurisdietion upon
law | trials for certain offenses against navi- | shows
brought by the United States, or by | gation laws,” provided for in sections | pecially within the last twenty years, |

this cognizance (sec. 2150

4300—4305.
So, also, when a territory of the |

liens of the United States upon lands | United States is admitted into the | Act of 1789

.| the Senate, andyhold office during

e e e a————— e o

may bn necessary for their jlll'lllhe
uon ‘and agreeable to the prineiples

and usages of law (see. 716, 751)
They are authorized, in pursuance of
law, to admit aliens to the privileges
of United States citizenship (sec. 2165
—2174).

Distriet judges, like all the other
judges of the, eourts of the United
States, are appointed by the Presi-
dent, with the-advice and eonsent of

good behavior, being removable there-
from only by the process of impedch-
ment. ' If they' resign their  office,
after having held it for, at least, ten

I

years and after” attaining the age of
| seventy Yyears, they are entitled dur-
ing the remainder of life to the con-

Before entering upon the duties of the
office, they are required “to take the |
 oath prescribed in section 712 of the
'Revised Statutes. They are exeluded |

from exercising the profession of
counsel or attorney or engaging in the

(see: 713). They are
not liable in civil actions for judicial

‘acts, even though in excess of their |
; Fes | is 28 by
3. JrRISDICTION OF THESE COULTS. gl'“t to any inhabitant of such state jurisdiction:; yet they are liable for '

Cognizance of such cases | such aéts when there is a total ab-

sence of all jarisdietion over the snb-
" Brigham, 7

|
(1.) All cnmes and offenses cogniz- thether it'was seized in that district Wall, 333).
Congress originally. This is 4 summary of the existing

committed m;hmlemted this law in July, I8C1, in [provisions of law relating to the or-

'ganization, nuniber, powers, an
| jurisdistion of the Oistriet ,Courts o
the United States.

i hear and deciile more eauses than all
the other courts of the United States

them |
that their jurisdietion,. es-

lias been greatly enlarged beyond the
limit éstablished by the Judiciary
Events "in the history

| Union as a state, and a Distriet Court |and progress of the eountriy have

| iu established therein, such court is |

required to take cognizance of all|
cases which were pending and ‘unde- |
termmed in the Superior Courf uf[

nuch territory, froni the judgments orfcreased and-the-eases 4o whieh their+
|jurisdietion extends cover a much
(8.) All civil causes of admirality | of error could have been sued out or | wider field of subjects than at the
and all | appeals taken to the Supreme Court |outset.
 of the United States.

decrees to be rendered in which writs

duty of the court to hear and deter-
mine these cases (see. 369 ).

The Act of Mareh 1, 1875, entitled
An Act to protect all citizens in |
their civil and legal rights,” and de-
signed to secure to them “ the full and
equal enjoyment of the accommoda-
tions, advinlagc!, facilities, and pri-
vileges of inns, publie conveyanees on
land or water, theaters and other
places of public amusement, subject
only to the conditions and limitations
established by law and applicable to
citizens of every raee and oo-hr 1e-

servitude,” gives to the. District
Courts concurrently with the Cireuit
Courts, but exclusively of state courts,
cognizance of all the offenses specified
in the act, and of suits for the re-
covery of penalties in behalf of per-
sone aggrieved by any violation of the
provisions of the law (18 U. 5. Stat.
at Large, 335} ——

All issues of fact in these courts,
exeept in cquity and admiralty cases,
and baskruptey cases otherwise pro-
vided by law, are te be tred by jury.
Admiralty eases, however, arising on
the lakes of this country, or the na- |
vigable waters connecting the same,
and relating to conyacts or torts,
.mnst, in respect to all issues of
be determined by a jury, when ei
party shall require it (see. 506, The
lgrgle, 5 Wall, 15,

The District Courls have power 10

It is made the |

nade .this enlargement necessary.
The courts are the same in the theory
of the judicial system of the United
States, yet their number has been in-

frhfﬂ'lu'mff:l!

‘ SN .
~—This is the age of grent diction-

aries. France has produced her. Lit-

tre and Germany her ' Grimm.+ The

scale on which these dictionaries are

| done is so vast that it is no wonder

that a number of special lexicons have
grown up by their side. Thus by the
side of Grimm's enormous work are
the two great dictienaries of Bavarian
and Carinthian German ; and the first
part (from A to Agnus Dei) has been
published of a great Swiss dictionary,
which will be a prodigy of its kind.
This first part, extending over less
than half of a single letter, is the first
result of the labors "of neatly twenty
years. The first idea of it was con-
coived in 1545; but it was not till
18G2 that the Antiquarian Society
took the matter up, and organized a
commission of representatives from
every Ueraian-speaking cantpn, by
whose means workers for the diction-

; i motn-
tain hamlets and among every class of
the people. The dictionary has pro-
fited from the unrequited labors of no
fewer than four hundred contributors.
With all our boasted intelligence, the
United States seems to be behind
some other covntries in_respect to
great dictionaries— £,

c e - e

Cu ﬂﬁmmor Oomplaint ¥

¢ For diarrhca, d
eram ﬂ in -mb’mlm

issue writs of scire jacias and habeas m from

corpus, and all other writs not speei-

which the court is held.

fically provided for by statute, which

These courts have |
no appelate jurisdietion; yet, by
(2) All cases under any law for the | gard to vessels forfeited to the Uhited | reason of their number and the ex;ent
punishment of piracy, when -no Cir- | States by being engaged in the “cooly | of their original jurisdietion, they

‘1 m

The uvu-qc vuighl of an adult man

is 140 Ibs. 6 o0z, :

The average weight of a lkolohn i
about 14 lhs.

The skeleton measyres onn inch

lews - than the helght of the hving,

man.

The average we:gl:t of the brains of
a man is 3} 1bs; of a woman, 2 bs. ll F
0.

The brain of a man exceeds t.wico
that of any other animal.

| The average height of an English-

man is 5 ft. 9 in.; of a Frenchman, 5
ft. 4 in.; and of 8 Belgian, 3 ft. 5] in.

The average weight of an English-
man is 150 lbs; of a Frenchman, 136
Ibs; and a Belgian, 140 Ibs.

A man breathes about 20 times ina

minute, also about 18 pints of air in a
| winute, or upwards of Tygﬂheads in
la day.

A man consumes 105-66 ceubie feet

of oxygen in 24 hours—I125 cubic
inches of common air. -

The average of the pulsé in infancy
is 120 pef minute ; in manhood, 80;
at 60 years, 00,

The weight of the circulntmg blood

The heart beats 75 times a minute,
sends nearly 10 Ibs. of blood through
the veins and arteries each beat
makes four beats while -we breathe

once -
[* 174,000,000 holes or tells aré in t.he
| lungs, which would cover a space 30
| times greater than the human body.
2,000 squase inches may be estima-.
as the surface of an ordlwy-mzed
man's body.
| There are mbout 2,000,000 pores im
| an ordinary-sized man.
Each pore is about a quarter of inch
| in length.

one square inch of the palm of the
hand.

| There are 175,000 inches of pores—
| that is, 145,833 feet, or 48,600 yards,
| nearly 28 miles of this drainage, in a

{ luman body. -

One man can raise 10 fhs, 10 ft. ina
second, 10 hours a day.

One man can raise 100 Ibs. one foot
in a second,

One man can draw on a level 640
ihs, '

One man can lift with both bn.nds
236 pounds. .

One man can support on hik ngjl-
ders 330 Ihs.

Five men working 10 hours a day
is equal to one horse working S hours.

Three men carrying 100 fbs. each,
will descend a hill quicker than one
horse carrying 300 lbs,

A man’s strength is greatest in rais-
ing & weight when his weight is to
that of his load as 4 is to 3 Ihs.

A man may eat and drink heartily
all day, says an unknown writer, and
sit and lounge about, doing nothing,
in one sense of the word, but his body
must keep hard at work all the time
or he will die. Suppose the stomach
refused to work within ten minutes-
after a hearty dinner, the man would
die in eonvulsions in a few hours, or
cholera, or eramp cholic wounld rack
and wreck him. Supposing the pores.
of the ‘skin—meaning thereby the
glandulgr apparatus with which they
are connected—should go on a “strike”
he would in an hour be burning up
with fever, oppression would weigh
upon the system, and soon beecome un-
supportable. If the little worhbopl-
of the eye should close, in an hour he
could not shut nor open them without.
physical force, and in another he’
would be stone blind. To keep such
a complication of machinery in work-
ing order for a lifetime is & miracle of
wisdom, but“to work them by the

pleasures of eating and drinking is &
wmiracle of beneficence—-Er.

»
3,528 pores have been coynted on




