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_ . Ngwupaper;
BY ¥. M. HURST, -

I frequently find a large congrega-
tion without one religious paper. I

take a political paper.

house. The mail arrives. Some mem-

-

* | ber of the family brings in the papers.

The sixteen-year-old danghter eagerly
snatches up the Ledger to complete an

_have never met a church too poor te|year-old son grabs the Police Gazette
As a general

and glahces over the columns until

|thoy'mprintmhmy. i :

Suppose it costs $100 to get the
‘type ready to print this paper this
" week, and $5,200 a year. If the ink

unfinished leve-story; the ecighteen-jand paper costs but fifty cents per

loopy s year, it would require about
4,000 subseribers to allow him to come

|

rule you can find the Enguiref or | his eyes
Gazette in every house in the congre- | Ing as.

falls upon some such a head- out even, allowing $1.50 profit on each
“ A Terrible Tragedy;’ then copo. Now give that same editor

| under .t-l:o old M‘a eaves. Theu

hang on the wall the reaper, the
mower and the thresher of a few de-
cades ago; each is as good as new,
and all are typical of the simplicity of
an age forever past. What were once
indispersable impléments of toil, in
hand “unremittingly in the busiest
season, are now thought of only in a
liesure hour ; and like the escutcheon

demonstrated notioms in the open.
palms of their hands, just as ready to
yield them up as to lay hold of what--
ever new .thing offers itself. Had
Galileo and Harvey and their like
lived in our day the voice of the
bigoted persecutor would never have
disturbed their peace of wind, to say
nothing of hindering the progress of
their advanced ideas ; and this thought

»

. gation, while I have frequently gone | everything settling down, the good | 80,000 subseribers at $1.50 each, leav-

LY

ant concerning church matters,
N

.

i

-

other, who

have. made his -mark,”

laugh.
Now, these - good
naturally intélligent, and you will find

to politics. They can give you the
pedigree and biography of every
noted politician in the conntry

This lack of information greatly

It takes Bro.- Munnell two days to
introduce himself to_the whole con-
; gregation, (it Would ‘take most men
i two weeks), four days to explain’ the
nature of his work, and about one day
to set thtngs in order,

Besides being a hindrance to evan-
gelical work, frequently brethren be-

and refuse to contribute. The time
would fail me to tell of the ills that

two or three weeks without seeing
either the Times or Standard. As u | disquisition on the cheracter of “Mark
natural consequence, ovr brethren,
otherwise intélligent, are very ignor-

wants to eonceal his | Woman. _
ignorance, looks wise like an owl, and -tunes on her piano, and perbaps ha.sl
very thoughtfully remarks that «if learned to carry her person  erect,

McGarvey had have lived, he would ; Which she supposes to be dignity ; but [
while you | that true dignity of soul and mind is |’

change the subject to get a chapee to

" them so if you but change the subject | {ughing at herelothies.

mother entertains you with a learned

Twain Roughing 1t,” or “lunocents
|Abroad” She is very anxious to
' know which you think is the best for

Among a congregation of one\liun- boys to read. After a time the da.-ugh_-
—  dred, frequently there is not a member | ter goes off to muse ‘upon her- ldeq.l
who knows anything about such men | lover, and wonders in her wind if
as Bres. Graham, Grubbs, McGarvey, John, the fop, ismot just the hero she
Briney or Munnell.. When you spel;k ' has been reading of in her new novel,
familiarly &f sueh men, some of the This girl is to become a wife and
brethren, ask ‘about them.as though | motlrer; remember, and is to help to
they were characters that lived.a--mold the character of the next genera-
- fhousand years ago, while others.ask tion, while she could vot tell for her
if they are “ Bibte students” An- | life whether Gideon was a man or a

She can ‘play-a few giddy

a stranger to her. That.principle of

' manners which provides for the happi- |
brethren are  hess of all, she violates every time

she meets a poor-dressed girl, by
1 -~
| :Presently the- son -arises, after:
| having read of every murder and rob-

l bery in the United States. Hg walks
‘out, murmuring: “ There is not an|

™ hinders the work of our. ovangeliut‘.s‘ l'lmuest man in the world. The world | fr

[is ‘going down hill. Yes, it is.. An|
 honest man can’t make a living here, |
that is certain, and it ain’t no use of

| trying it. The world is a goose, and
the smartest men pluck the most|
feathers,”

| The father of that family is sur-| many religious papers, and thaj, it is
{ the duty of the Times, Standard, fand

{-prised to find bis home void of piety

' mediately falls into the Predestination
| theory to account for the wickedness

. ' , grow out ‘of this one branch of | of his children. All of this has taken X . S
| place because after'he had spent from (about other-men’s business, and will

ignorance,

A man's conclusions are never
broader than his field of observation ;
hence you go into a chureh that is

concludes that religion is on the de-
cline, never ence supposing that the
chureh in his immediate vicinity is
not a representative of the universe.

literature among the people is one of
the first duties of an evangelist.

Every thoughtful man knows that

- the literature of a people has a great
deal to do with their morals. What
can we expect of children whose
minds are continually erammed with
such stuff as is generally found in our
political journals # These papers are
generally published by men who have
more party spirit than principle. They
publish anything that the reading
public may desire, without regard to

' kiud or eolor, from the market to a
- Boecher seandal. :

. One day they are abusing a man;
she next, praising him. Their con-
seience (if the thing way be called by
that name) is like melted wax—ready
to take any form that a general con-
vention may dictate. Everything
scnsational finds its way into their
colomns.  Onone page you find Tal-
mage's serion, and side by side you
find a lestioneering sesndal.

Au old man met s young man
shortly after the birth of his first
child, and addressed him thus :

“ Well, John, you have a boy, have
you t” 3

" Yes, sir,” was the reply.

“Well, how do you expect to raise
b ¢ 2 :

“I don't knaw. The best I ean, I
suppose.”

“Well, I will just tell you. If you
ruiseé hin to believe thet everybody is
w uest, he will die in tne poor-house.
i .ou raise him te believe that every-

: __l)«‘t.y is dishonest, he 'i:ll die in the
i lilwnti.w-“ T E

01 18 too trus w make a joke of.
» . are seated 10 sowe good brother's

»

progressing slowly, and every member :

-.better mding._. _——

| mon. Says a good brother, “ I think

| Why, sir, I can get a political paper
| containing much more reading
| magerial for $1.15, while our papers
cost $200. I'll tell you, sir, they |
think more of the fleece than the |
| flock.” % , '

I don't know why it is, but I find
those burry sheep think amd talk |
| more about their fleece, than the good |
sheep. But so it is.

I do not understand enough of the
running gear of an editor'’s office to
fully explain this problem, having
never spent two hours at one time in
a printing-ofice. But I trust that 1
kave a few general ideas that are cor-
rect, and perhaps will serve in some
measure to relieve soure good brother’s
mind.

*1. It cost more, to prepare the
 maerial for the paper and set up the
type, than it does to print the paper
and furnish ink and paper after every-
thing” is ready. Consequently, you

L -—

| papers) are men of deep piety, who

|
come suspicious of our mission work,  and even honest principles, and im- | :
| to furnish the papers cheaper to those

While solieiting subseribers for our |
our papers, 1 frequently meet with
objectiong that appear to be plausible. |
One in particular seems rather com- |

| ing only $1.00 profit, and he has more
clear profit at the reduced subscription
and increased number of subseribers
‘than he had before.’ oo

A great many political papers strike
100,000 ies each week, and as a
matfer of course, they can print them
cheaper than the paper that has onl
4,000 or 5,000 subscribers: ——

{‘_t appears from the above figures
that-the brethren are to blame for the
high price of our papers. If every
family in Kentucky, who has mem-
bers in it belonging to the Christian
church, would take a copy of the
Times, it could be furnished to them
much cleaper than it is‘at present.

2. Your county paper, often mot
more than one-half as large as the
Times, costs $2 per year, and you
.never hearof a couply editor getting
rich. Besides, our editors (of religions

would not dare to impose upon our
brethren, but are mere willing to give
than to receive. They are not getting
rich. Many of them are well ac-
quainted with the hungry wolf,

"baving met him at their own door

equently. - e
One abjection” frequently urged is

that they must have the Cincinnati

| papers in order to get the markets.- 1
}do not know how te answer this, but

will leave it to the editor to explain. .
Again it is urged that we have toc
others, to unite, and thus be enabled

who do read them,
I do net profess to know anything

10 to 820 a year for trash, he wa.s|l°l' them answer for themselves; but

too poor to provide his children with | I‘ enjoy & papér printed in my own
| State, and I suppose the Ohio_breth-

ren are of the same mind.— A4 postolic
f‘!.rlﬂi.
e

The Havoc of Desuetude.

Never before in the -hist.ory of in-

: | : : :
I believe that circulating religious | OUr elders are guilty of extortion. telligent races was there so universal

and manifest readiness to abandon the
old for the new as now. In Paul's
time it could be said that “ that which
decayeth and waxeth old as doth a
garment is ready to vanish away.”
But now, garments do not “ wax old "
before they are ready to be cast away ;
they have only to go out of the fash-
ion for the season. In all matters
where there is room for the exercise
of our evér varying tastes, in archi-
tecture and landscape gardening, up-
holstery and general furnishing, and
in dress and gait, there are abundant
illustrations of the prevailing fickle
ness to which we refer. At a glance
the changes which take place in these
things seem trivial as compared to

changes of customs and laws, of
theories and beliefs, and of meehanical
and social plans and operations; and
so are the winds and waters volatile
and unsubstantial as compared with

can get 100 hand-bills printed almest
as cheap as 11.°

The first thing to be done is to pre-
pare reading material, and_you know
how we all grumble if this is not done
well. The next thing is to take each
letter and mark, one by ome, and set
them in place. This would take an
inexperienced man about twelve
is done, one copy is printed, and soime
experienced proof-reader must read
everything carefully, and correci all

Thelm-eugine and various ‘ot-hér | elevations and depressions, the hollows
inventions all go to help the editor | gnd hills, the valleys and mountains,
print after the type is prepared. '

the solid carth over which they move ;
yet, the mounds and excavations, the

all owe their shaping to the courses
and forees of storms and tides. The
shifting zephyr's soft breath bears a
definite relation to the ponderous
forces of nature, and is laden with in-
telligence relative to the impending
and” i tible tempest, and its
message may easily be read in the
the effeminacy or the strength, the
weakness or the power of the common
mind way be indicatad by exponents

o, which are properly put down gg little

“Wesitin the bamyard and muse

those more radical and fundamental |

T

and amonial ensigns, they are hung
up as reminders of a period of brave

quest of invention and the triamph of
the new over the old. Almost simul-
taneously the earthen lamp with lard
and wick gave place to the kerosene
burner ; then came the hydro-carbon
gasJight, A,'?h“f“ Iuster is now lost in
the superior brilliancy of the electric
torch. The foot-path through the
woods was -improved into an open
county road, the county road wald
graded and macadamized, and at last
the graded road has been supplied
with iron rails, and the carriages
propelled by a stronger than Samson
bound .to the wheel. But what we
-wish to note. is the readiness and
gladness_with which we have accepted
and helped on these changes. A de-
sire for improvement led to changes
everywhere, .and change became’ a
synonym for improvement ;, so that to
say a thing is new is to gife it the
very_best recommendation to our age.
Nothing that is old is too dear to be
given up. If a joint-stock company
were started for the ‘purpose of fur-
nishing a substitute for our- reliable
and enduring solar torch and for the
night lamps that God has set to blaze
around our globe, it being anderstood
that the polar regions are to be per-
petually lighted up, and that no region
is to have an intermittant supply of
light, thousands would subscribe in
aid of the enterprise, and all would
hail with pleasure the change. Were
the appliances for aerial navigation
completed to-day, and an excursion
from New York to London or Paris
announced to-morrow morning, every
available ticket would be sold before
the morrow’s midday ; and -when the
wronauts should put off on their
journey, they would leave behind
them countless multitudes in sadness
because they could not go on the first
trans-atlantic trip.

Look we in what direction we will
and we see manifestations of the same
spirit of desuetude. In all the lead-
ing nations of the earth there: are
sighs of 1estiessness growing out of a
desire to break away from old and
established customs and to try some
new methods of administration. The
nihilism of Russia, the communism of
Germany, the land-league of Ireland,
and the ever-recurring “strikes” of
America, all mean one and the same
thing. These are just so many mad
and blind attempts at “ bringing about
some change for the better.” In this
connection hundreds of specifications
might be made. Mormonism and
free-loveism attack the time-honored
institution of marriage, liberalism and
infidelity war against the appoint-
ments of Christianity, and political
charlatanry purposely endangers the
institutions of the Commonwealth,
Nothing in American polities is now
‘half so noticeable as the readiness of
all parties and party leaders to
abandon old issues and old land marks
for new theories, new plans and a new
ern. Wé seem to be in the last scenes
of o grand carnival, ready to bid fare-
well to that which hes hitherto sus-
tained the lily of existing theories, be-
Jiels, and customs

Among the world of scientific in-
vestigatorsthechanges are as incessant
and as radical as elsewhere. The
men of this class in particular have
begon to learn to give out their views

and more toleration towards those
who choose to differ from them. The
truth is, they have heen so often com-
pelled to abandon old thuries for. new
ones, that they with most of their
following bold their most thoronghly

in modest phrase with less dogmatism |

opens the way to an understanding of
the purpose of God in bringing about

struggles and an epoch of final con- the present state of affairs.. He has

opened the minds of men to the con-
viétion of truth and for its reg?p,t.ion. :
The Christian religion has already
fe't and will continue to feel the =
fluence of this age of desuetude; or
rather, the world is destined to feel
- the influence, the spirit and power of
Christianity now as it has never felt
it before. Human creeds are given
up, old interpretations are discarded
qr Kept in the background, old trans-
lations and revisions are no longer
looked upon in all respects infallible, | |
and a people.who are in many ways
better prepared to receive it than any
former generation, are being given a
new Bible to shape the thoughts and
to govern the doings of the new era
upont which we are éntering. God is -
fulfilling his promise, “ Behold, I make
-all things new ;" and, behold, he is
preparing the world for the wonderful
and welcome “transformation. . The
lie#ntiousness of thought which qrar-
acterizes our nga is uLagming to one
wlio is wholly eblivious to the philoso-
phy of our onward movement under
God ; but to those who believe that
God reigns ever more, it is but in-
cidental Lo the opening of a great and
effectual door. Let it be remembered
that the best conception from God can
be received only in open mgnds, that
the most benevolent sentiments from
on high are entertained only in open
huhﬂ. and that the greatest benefac-
tions having divine approval are
wrought with -open hands; hence,
upon the whole, we are not alarmed.
It is surely for our profit that old
things have pessed away, and that all
things are becoming new.—W. K. A,
in Old-Path Guide. o

- -

—The Japanese celony in Paris are
about to erect a pagoda for their re-
ligious devotions. .

—The Rev. Theodore Bridges has
translated St. Luke in the Yahgan
language. It is spoken in the south
of South America, and is a very
difficult tongue.

~—T unis and Tripoli occupy a prom-
inent place in the news of the day,
but are little known to American
readers. THhis is the seat of ancient
Carthage, is about the size of Ilinois
and has 2,500,000 population. The
city of Tuais located on the bay of
the same name, has about 130000 in-
habitants—a mixture of Christians,
Jews, Moors, Turks and Arabs—as is
the whole country in fact. The sight
of the ancient Carthaggais within less ‘
than twenty miles to the northeast of *
the city. Mohammedanism is the
established religion of the state and a.
large majority of the inhabitants are
followers of the prophet or Mececa.
Tripoli, which adjoins Tunis on the
west, another of the Barbary states, is-
also coming into notice, in juence-
of the movements of France. It is
a I®ger. Territory than Tunis, con-
taining about 620060 square miles,
but is sparsely settled, ving less
than 1,000,000 irhabitants, These .
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