.. age.
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cloarly and uneqmvom]ly tahght do |
throw much light upon the testimony
of the Evangelists. Those who eon-
found and jumble everything to make
‘& system of their own, can never un-
«erstand these sacred writings. Some

make christianity as old as the crea- |
tion, and teach that Moses was in

“reality as much a christian as Paul or
<John. - ;
Theie is infaney, childhood, aid
manhood in religion as well as human
iife. - There is starlight, moonlight,
twilight and sunlight in religion, in

the moral as well as in the natural |

~ world. And he that objects against
this -economy might as well object
that we are infants before we are
men, or that Spring must precede
Summer, and seed time harvest:

But to the conclusion of the Jewish
John took the Jews as he found
them. He argued with them on and
_ from their own acknowledgements.

He pretended to a mission from God
“which was confirmed by the manner
of his birth, and by the peculiarities
—of his lify and by the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon Jesus as soon as
Jobn immersed him, He averred that
he was “ The voice of one erying in
the wilderness,” as spoke Isaiah. He

vemonstrated against the defection ofy

the Jews—taught and practiced a
more strict” righteousness and devo-
tion that any of his contemporaries of
the Jews, and commanded an enurc
reformation of manners.

To his preaching of reformation, an
imumersion of penitents for the -renis-
sion of sins committed under the law

. was added. Multitudes . flocked- to
him, confessed theic sins against God
under the economy of Moses and were |
‘immersed, confessing their sins anrl|
xeforming from them. He proclaimed |
that the Messiah was soon-to appear ;
nay, that hestood among them though-|
they kanew him not, and that they
should believe in him who was to
come after him.

His immersion differed from that
instituted by Jesus in the four follow-
mg respects:

1. He immersed inethe RaWE OF by 4
the authority of God, and not in the
name or by the authority of the Lord.
No act in religion, from the beginning
of the world until Pentecost, was
ever.done by any other name or au-
thority than the sinple name of God
By the authority of Jesus or the Me-
siah, no act. bas ever "been performed
until in his own person he appeared in
Judea, and until he declared that au-
thority was given he commanded no
man to perform any act by this au-
thont\ :

He immersed into no name.
That. he did not imimerse into the

. mame of Jesus as the Messiak, as the
Lotd, is obvious from the following
considerations :—

1t is manifest from the narrative,
that John immersed some persons, if
not many, befere he immersed Jesus,
Now, in whatever manner, and in
whatever name John immersed, he
uniformly immersed. His immersion
was the same during his whole life.
But it has*been said that he immersed
some persons before he immersed
Jésus: now those he could not im-
merse into the name of Jesus because
he did not know him when he first
began to baptize. His words are, as
for me I knew him not; but to the end
that he may be manifested to Israel, 1
am come immersipg in” water. For
my part, T should not haye known
him, had not He whe sent e to iw-

 merse in water told me, Upon whom-

~soever you shall see the Spirit de-
scending and remaining, the same is
he who immerses in the Holy Spirit.
Having seen therefore; I testify that
" he is the Son of God.” But.the Spirit

o ———
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were 1mmer-¢ed b John had not heard
lnyth:ng of the Holy Spirit. (See
Acts .xix. 1-3.) The Son and the
Holy Spirit not being yet revealed,
' he eould not immerse into either -the:
name of the Son or of the Holy Spirit.
The Jews at this time had but the
knowledge of God common to the na-
tiun,and it was simply by theauthority
of the God of Abraham the Jews were
immersed; and as they had always+
professed that name, there was neith-
er need for, nor propriety in, their be-
ing immersed into- that name.
3. But in the third place he did not
immerse into the Chritian faith. All
the Jews believed that a Messiah
would. come ; this was the common

of Israel:. Bue it is one thing to be- |
lieve that a Messiah was to come and
soon to come, and another thing to
believe that any partlcular person nnd
character was he.

It is. one thing to_believe thn&mmdmuud.u,.um“l—hau sovR - and-- &

personi killett A. B:zand ‘another thing
to believe that C'. . killed A. B. The
former faith would not now injure any.
person though a whele jury possessed
it; but the latter faith imperils the
life of C. D, ‘So a-belief that some
person was to be the savior and Re-'
deemer of Israel was one thing, and |

produced very different feelinys and
behavior. : :

To believe that Jesus:is: the Lord of |
all, that be died as a sin offering, and |
that he rose from the dead, was im- |
possible to any of John's contempora- l
ries. For Jesus was not made Lord, \
as Peter imparted on Pentecost, until
he-ascended into heaven. He must|
first be a servant before he could be a
king. He must suffer before he conld
bir made perfect as the Captain of |
Salvation. He'must first be humbled |
| before he could be glorified. That he
was to die for our sins, and -to rise
from -the dead, neither John nor any
of John's diseiples knew or believed.
For long after John had died, and af-
ter Jesus had taught his followers far-
ther than John led them, when he
talked of his resurrection the) ceuld
not undgrstand him ; and after he
rose from the dead and appeared to
thie women, this testimony appeared |
to the wisest of the apostles as idle |
tales, and they believed -them not. |
It is useless to reason farther to show |
that the disciplgs of John had not the |
faith which Christians after Penm-j
cost had ; consequently, could not be |
baptized into a faith which they did
not possess.

Ia the fourth place, John's unmer—’
sion brought no man into the kingdom |
of heaven. The reason is obvious; no |
person could come into a kmgdom!
which was not set up.

1 need not be
at much pains to illustrate this point.
All who have read their New Testa-
ments mwust know that the institution
which Jesus set up. on earth is called |
the Kingdom of Heaven. This king-
dom and reign was the burthen of
Jobn's proclamation, and of the Sa-
vior's preaching and teaching. Joha
and the Messiah, during their personal
ministry, only said it was approaching
or near at hand, and soon to appear.
It was impossible that the kingdom
could be set up on earth until the
King was placed upon.his throne.
This could not be until Jesus was ex-
alted. It was after his humiliation
unto death that his Mather highly ex-
alted him. Then he began his reign.
Then he sent down the Hely Spirit ;
for the Spirit was not given until
Jesus was gloriied. John's preaching
and baptism only prepared the peo-
ple and brought them nigh -to- the

gdom. It introduced no man igto
it. John disciples entered not in by

| virtue of Jobn's _immersion. Every
man, Jew and CGentile, who eame into

the kingdom, must be born of water
‘and of the Spirit.

Muulhonnfnnthdad
that he did not commence to reign

until he was prepared by, sufferings

from John% in four great and impor-

expectation of-all the- commonwealth | .

'is_growing in interest to us, as the

to helieve that Jesus-the I\.uerene-'—-v,_hm
was that person, was another, and reply, how do ydu know but that there

s e -

tha.t his' kmgdom was qot begun until |
he was crowned Lord of all, is-suffi-
cient to “éstablish the truth of the
proposition that John's - immersion
brought no man into the kingdom of
heaven ; for that kingdom had not, in
Jebu's time, come.

“Christian immersion, then, differs

tant particulars : First, in the name,

or-by the authority, by whiehit-is |~

done. Second, into the nawme, into
which it is done. Third, the -faith
upon which it is dene : and fourth, the
kingdot of institution into which it
introduces us.

California Letter.

Dowxgy Crty, Car.,
July 13, 1881. -
Bro. Camphell :
Yu have not said you would attend
owr eoming camp-meeting, near this;
5th day of next month, nor have you

still we are hoping, and the meeting
time approaches. e

JT~see in,a late paper that one
of your “correspondents suggésts the
idea that, anciently, all the disciples in
one city—even if ten t.housa.nd—were
‘but one congregation.

we quote Phil. i

bl

a-J

they

were several congregations there, for
this plurality Hf “bishops and deacons;”

{and yet they say, there was but one
congregation ! But in the wldress of
Paul to the elders of Ephesus, whom,
in_their official capacity he ct\lea
bishops, r overseers, he refers to one
‘flock for ‘the plurality of overseers,
And in Acts xiv, it is "said Pau or-
dained elders in evtn congregation.
These references leave 10 way of |
escape from the idea that: theveiwere
many bl-rhops and deacons for one
church—for ™ every church” in eity
{or country. And as to- all—say ten
thousand in one city—being Lut one
congregation, I have to say :

1. There is not the slightest Serip-
tural authority for such a gonclusion.
Hence, no_ man can teach it by the
authority of Christ. It is wholly a
humanism, whatever its origin and
pnrpme may be.

. It is utterly at variance with
proprict.\' and analogy. Why all’ be-
long to a church in which, and with
which, only a part at a time could
| meet for worship ? And " if the
first part or company, with their
bishops and deacons, were complete
as a chanch and tmlepen:lent so far as
| any congregation can be mdqwrdent
af others, why not the second, third
fourth, &e, bz equally perfect and in-
dependent, whetlier meeting at the
same or several places most convenient
for them ?

3. Coleman’s Christian Antiguities,
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' Oh you ean't get a.Ion" wwhout a
prea.cher, whom they eall pastor. This |
is the proof ! _ But I point them to dur

 best ehurches, which have got along

without him, and' to the Seriptures,
They; shake the:r heads, mutter and
go on, but never give us Scnl-tum for
the modern pastor !
Affectionately,
C. Kexprick. !

EvGcexe LTy, On, e
July 20, 1581, ‘

I}em Bro.-Camphell :
I see a detter from our venerable

| end.

- | this work of Giod.

— e -]

Wor]: that Alwa.ys Goes On.

God's work in this world. is the ounly
thiog now living that goes'back into ante-
dilnvian history. It is the only thing

| which links the whole of human history

Other things fall and die by the
this Iivc on to tlla world'

togetlier.
side of this; (3

Tke vanity of mdn-ullnls. the ambitiom

| of families, the pride of cities, the glory of
| natione, the conflict of races—all have been

short-lived ;' but it Las not been so with
FPortunes are dissipated
in a tithe of the time which it requires to
amass them. Commercial panies prostrate
merchant princes in an hour, -Treasures
are sunk iif" the sea or in storms of fire, -

thel Weddel in the \h'»;%‘\‘r'ilt of | The, - very bighways of commerce are

the 15th inst, the greater part of |
which 1 approve ; but in his appeal to ]
the brethren for the old preachers, -1
see my name, that [ do not approve.
am not willing that my naudg should |
go to the many readers off the Mes-
SENGFR as one dependent. The good
Lord has blessed the labor of my

| hands, and I bave plenty.

I pen these lines so ‘that the good
brethrén may have no lneasiness
about me. These leaves us well, for |
which we are thankful ; hoping they |
mdy find you and gours enjoying the |
same ‘great blessing. Christian love |
and regards to all. I réinain ax ever
your brother.in hgpe and love; x

PHITTP MULEEY.
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thera.ry Notices
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Goop Couraxy (23.00 a year; Spnng
field, Mass.) Nnmber :Twenty-two opeuns
with a long complete story, filling seven-
teen pages, by Ellén: W, Ol.ney, entitled |
*‘ A Pair of Silk Stockings."” It bas anoth-
er of the Artic papers py Lieut. Frederick
Schwatka under the heading, ** In -the.
Land of the Midnight Sun.” There is an’|
article by Mrs. Gen. Léw Wallace, ** The |
Land of the Pueblos; the Pimos;" an in- |
stallment of phe setial story now in conrse
of publigation, ** Mildred's (‘npri{m
number of poems, and varions mmeellnne |
oud articles. = ar i

ﬁl? Avgust number bf the North Amer-
ican Reriew devotes a liberal share of its ]
space to a polemical duel between Col.
Ingersoll, the great expoment of the nnbe- |
lief of the doy and Judge- Jeremiah B.
Black, the eminent Jurm

The koowldd

——'—cgm-iwdtoﬁla same law of doom.

‘ao with s work of God.

Other articles |
+in the August number of the Review are :

ohanged by events which no human fore-
| sight can provide for. Gities like Venice
and the Hanse towns, once the cestires of
| great trades, are left like stranded ships,
| and the commerce of the world flows elsg-
where. . Kingdoms, too, perish from the
‘wemory of men, Haces become extinet.
Eat it is;not so with this work of God.

The very sciences of fhie’ world fluctuate,
ge of~one age beecdmes folly
to the next,’ The universities of ti-day

gh at those of yesterday. Calture rups
the geuntlet’ of system after system “of
philosophy, of political economy, of art
which seem to have been created only for
the sake ef dying. Pursuits once dignified
as sciences, snch as lﬁtl‘ﬂ]tip“ alchemy,
| magic, are exploded. But it"is not so with

thia work of Gpd.-

The world's n.hgmne too, bave sue-

A reli-
gious system once rooted iff the ociviliza-
tion of a people is the last thing to die.
But wmapy such, have expired. Others ars -
i the pmceu of “dissoiution. Even the™
| fmugrages . in which men trabs.ait theip -
tredsures of learning, civilization, and re-
ligion, dis. What an appaling thing to
the imagination-is a dead langnage ! Fiv-
a:vthmb that ‘man- orlglnafm\ lives but s
brief time in a world's life. But it is not '
Amidst disorganizing forees thit shiske
to pieces everything elee, this uan lives, .
with the fixedness of the northi star. Oth- -
‘er things bend to this; thie never yields to
| them. Al foree in this world, sconer or
later, yields to this unmarred and -silent
power. In everytliing else the iron sl -
| brass and clay become like the chaff of the

| snmmer threshing-iloor : while the stone

caut ont without hands, is gréewing toa

| great monuntain, and filling the whole

earth.—Sal,
-

+ —The coffee-house mu\_'.:ﬁltﬂl
"New York, with Dr. J. G. Holland at

e Obltsclu to Annexation,” by Frederick ! its head seems likely to prove a prae-

}Iather. * Crime and Punishment in |
\ew York," by Rev, Dr. Howard Crosby ; |
‘" A Militia for the Sea,” by John Roach
** Astronomiecal Observatories,”” by Prof:
Simon Newcomb ; and the “'Public Lands |
of the United Sfates. by TLomas Donuld- |
som. ; |

)

ielod |
—No sermon is complete in which |
the love of Christ does not hoid a_
prominent place. I do not mean that |
the whole scheme of redemption should |
be developed in every discourse ; but |
Christ should be so fully in the ser-|
mon that the anxious inquirer should i
be able to find his way to him. There |
are few congregations in which there
are not unconverted sinners; and I

and other histories, show that | believe there are few in which, there{
it-was by oceupying this~“position ture no “ seekers after God." Thonundr.|
to-wit = that all in one city were | of people who make no sign, Wk be- |

in one congregation, that the metro-
politan bishops and pastors gained
power, and the churches lost inde-
pendence ! Please note this, If you
do not remember it, read up.

4. And then there. must be “the
pastor " for the one church. Ifitis a
large church he is a great man, has a
great salary, and great power. But
what of the Seriptural authority for
such a pastor ? and what of the Serip-
tural bishops ?

How strange that those who pre-
tend to follow the Bible will eling to
an Gfficer, and make him the one
thing needful, when the Bible knows
nothing of him ! The ancient churches
had no pastors but their bishops. The
modern pastor is no more of divine
authority than is the Methodist class
leader or steward. Of ,course these
pastors do not like for anyone to say
this; and I have already been severely
handled for it by a young would-be
pastor.  Still, no one gives the Serip-
| tural authority for the modern pastor !
‘and- yet Le pastors, or postures (n,
and few are willing to call in'quution

&mum Thmm

‘that ray of light ; give them in every

tray no anxiety, are yet secretly feel- |
ing after God. For them thetexhaus- |
tive argument has little cflarm ; they

are sick of the perfume of flowers and |
the music of choice words; but a ray |
of light on their path is welcome as
the day break. Let them ever have

sermon the assurance that the Good
Shepherd cares for them, and a
glimpse of the way which leads to
him. I once listened to a dreary dis-
course. It was when I was longing
for comfort and help. In the track of
his sombre and uninviting deliver-
ance the preacher spoke quite casually
of the yearning heart of ghe Redeemer.
It was tmfy a break in the cloud; it
seemed as if the heavens were opened .

and the radience of that thought is
sunshine to me to-day. Let no con-

| tical” success, A company has been
formed with a ecapital of 3100000,
The ohjeet is to furnish a substitute
[ for the grog-shops—the so-called “ sa-
loons,” It is not wholty’ an experi-
ment. In Great Britian coffee-houses
have become an institution, and in
| some five or six years have made
headway as one of the most effective
measures of reform. The New York
Company have decided to construct a
building for their putposes. Besides
fel'reslmwntq they will supply reading
matter, lectures and concerts. In this
they are following closely the exam-
ple of the Young Men's Christian As-
sociations. Cannot the latter profita-
bly join with-this company or imitate
it, in._every city, by, starting coffee-
houses? There could be no better
way to promote temperance and save
our younyg meén.—ddrunce,

- -

Mothers! Mothers!! Mothers!!!

Are yon disturbed at pight and broken
of your rest by a sick child saffering and
erying with the excrucisting pain of cut-
ting teeth ? 1f 8o, go &t ouce and getwm .
bottte of Mus. WiNsLow's SooTHiNG SyR-
ve. It will relieve the poor little sufferer
immediztely—depend upon it ; there is no
| mistake abont it. There is not a motheron
| earth who has ever used it, who will not
| tell you at once that it will regnlate the -
bowels and giva rest to the mother, sad
relisf and heslth to the child, operating
like a magic. It is perfectly "sate to nse
in all cases, and plegsant to the taste, and
is tho prescription of one of the oldest and

best female Phﬁoﬂm and norses in the
Um States Id everywhere. 25 cents
n e. .

The Peruvian Syrup has cured thom-

sands who were suflering from Dyspepsia,
Debility, Liver Complaint, Boils, Humors -
Female Complaivts, ete. Pamphlets;free

sideration tempt you toprmll a ser- | tosny address, Seth W. Fowle & M

mon withput Christ~—Rev. R. N,
Young.

Have W
‘always at hand, It

Balsam of Wild Cherry |
cures Conghs, Colds, |

Boston,

e

—-'I'ho Publu o‘ Rcw Mexico beliave

om0
omplaiats, 5 conts aad $1 8 bottle,

Mlﬂhﬂlﬁlm..
lhad.

i

.

that at death they will bo carried away in ;



