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ye What is Man?
An Emsv read by Miss ft*, ffenllv, at «tie Alumni 

Reunion, Monday •vt-nuig. fune 13, 18S1. •

Prominent amohg the characteris- 
x tice which the Creator gave to man, 

• his creature, ranks that of “ thirst for 
knowledge.” And who shall measure 
the extent of its gratification in his 
splendid achievements ? Who that is 
stimulated with kindredjdesires for a 

o higher knowledge, can not/all to ap- I 
preciate the knotty problems which j 
this intellectual giant has solved, and 
still essays ?

Ages' past, when men, looking out 
upon the starry heavens, seeing order 
and grandeur of plan written among 
its twinkling myriads, asked for a 
deeper knowledge of these majestic 
phenomena, his mind, by long and 
arduous effort, finally pierced the deep 
mysteries of God’s great universe and 
explained its most intricate cosihical 
laws. He is constantly answering 
difficult questions concerning art, 
science, physics, governmental polity, 
and even theology. But when all 
these questions have been answered 
wisely by him; his master intellect is 
staggered by the inquiry, ’'What is 
man ?

When the day has departed, taking 
from us, for a season, its burden of I 
cares, and the gathering darkness 
shuts away from our tired senses 
earth’s busy scenes, with the increas­
ing stilfeeas abogt us, quiet, earnest 
questionings creep into our hearts, 
and engage our minds.

We are forced to know much of 
time, and we long [to know more of 
that eternity which awaits us just 
beyond the station-death. Self asks 
of self many solemn things But the 
most bewildering, and yet most in­
teresting queries of all, ever .demand­
ing an answer, still never receiving
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one, comes to us anon, “ Wfyat is life 1” 
" What is man !" . The latter is not a 
question of late origin. It has puzzled 
the great and wise of ell ages and 
time. Even that good old Psalmist— 
David, who so long ago expressed such 
infinite wisdom in sweetest measure, 
asked that question which we reiter­
ate to-day. When he mounts the 
throne, and assumes the sway of em
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Thb Stoby of an Eabmkht Lira: A Wo­
man’» Adventure in Australia and in 
Two Voyage« Around the World. By 
Mr». Eliza Davies. With a Portrait of 
the Writer. Cincinnati Central Book 
Concern, 180 Eim^Street. Price, 81. 
The tnechaeical execution of thia work 

ia excellent. It oontains 570 page», and is 
printed on tinted and calendered paper. 
The contents are thrillingly interesting, as 
the reading matter of afl autobiography 
generally ia. The work ia dedicated to the 
pupila of Kentucky Female Orphan School 

' Midway, Woodford county, Ky,, which 
deserving inatitntion ia to receive the full 
benefit of the book, including the plales, 
after the authoress baa paid the expenseof 
publication. The book waa written at the 
earneat solicitation of Dr. Robert Bichard- 
son, formerly a Professor in Betbanv Col­
lege, W. Va., of which institution Alexan­
der Campbell was the illustrious Presi­
dent. Bister Davies, who was borg and 
reared in Scotland, prepared this work 
purely as a labor of love, and in deference 
to the entreaties of a boat of friends. . She 
is a vigorous writer, fearless of utterance, 
truthful and conscientious, tender and 
touching in her appeals, graphic, in her 
descriptions, and narrates the acts of'her 
eventfnl life with the simplicity and art- 
leanness of aohild; No one can read the 
wonderful story of her romantic and check­
ered life without at times shedding unbid- I 

: den tears. Her exploits in various parts 
of the earth were as heroic as they were 

( realistic and dramatic. We defy any one 
to read her chapter on the “ Sad Expert- 
enceB of Wedded Life,” without experienc­
ing sensations of the deepest emotion. 
Thia chapter is full of description» of

• tragic scenes ; wliich arc terrific enough 
to make the blood curdle! She suffered 
everything as a Christian wife but the act­
ual death of a martyr.

Sister Davies description of her meeting 
for the first time Alexander Campbell, in a 
Baptist Church, at Paisley, Scotland, in 
18*7, is one of the finest things we eve» 
read. Iler impressions of the great re­
former, as she listened to him for the first 
time, her delineations of hieper»ountl, as 
be awed that audience into proUpind si­
lence and respect, her utter forgetfulness 
of self as she listened to him for three un­
broken hours, and her amazement that any 
mortal conld speak as be spoke, and ma­
jestically nnfold the plan of redemption as 
he did,—iare portrayed in a style so graphic 
and luminous and powerful, that one hard­
ly knows which one to admire above the 
other—the writer or the one described. 
The eloquence and the revolutionary ideas 
of the great man captured aa well as capti- 
vated* her ; and as a consequence, at Lis 
invitation, ahe followed him home to 
Bethany. She gives a thrilling ami de- 
tailed account of the arrest and imprison­
ment of Alexander Campbell in a Glasgow 
jail. This noble woman visited him io 
prison, while ehnrebmen were defaming 
his character, and courageously stood by 
him through all his persecutions. It is 
well known that Campbell was imprisoned 
by Sootch Presbyterians because of his 
supposed pro-slavery sentiments.. Sister 
Davies' description of this entire transac­
tion is well worth the price of the book. 
She tell* the story as wo never heard it be­
fore. Whoever roads her recital of what 
she saw and heard and experienced at 
Bethany, especially of the home life of 
Campbell, can never forget it. It is the 
best history of tbe Bethany family we ever 
read. It is perfectly delightful. We can 
can only say, go get the book and read for 
yonraelves; and then wonder and admire. 
We have seen and conversed with this re­
markable Christian woman and pilgrim, 
and have been no less impressed with the 
humility of her heart than with tbe super­
iority o.f her intellect.

The contents of tlie book are as follows : 
My Childhood and Childhood’s Home- 
Farewell to Scotland—Life and Sufferings 
in New South Walss—From New South 
Wales to Sontb Australia—An Exploring 
Expedition—Sad Experiences of Wedded 
Life—Return to New South Wales—Re- 
turn to Scotland—New Experience in 
Scotland—Farewell to Scotland and Visit 
to Amt ric*^«aj> in Bethany—At the Ken­
tucky Fijjsireulrpban School—Plantation 
Life in^the South—Preparing to Leave 
America—Second Voyage to A’ew South 
Wales—My Reception—Teaching on Hur­
ricane Hill and Other Labors—Voyago to 
South Anstrrlia— Return fo New South 
Wales, and Teaching in the Bash—The 
New School-bouse—Third Voyage to South 
Australia, and Teaching in Adelaide—Voy­
age to America.

As an autobiography, this one, in many 
respects, excels any other we have ever 
read. We never saw actual life more 
beautifully dramatized. In contemplating 
the aoenee pictured in this book, you seem 
to experience what the writer herself ex­
perienced, so dexterous is she in the use 
of the pen. Th» gifted Authoress is not 
only an intellectual but a deeply religions 
woman. She writes aa one ever oonacipus 
of the presence and guidance of The hea^ 
snly Father. Indeed, the entire ( «. ~ 
aeemi to be irradiated with light and love 
divine. We, ardently wish that especially

Christ could have the lieu« fit of this rare 
book. If we ouly had two dollars to spare 
we sbonld inveat it in tbia book first of all. 
—A. C. Revitw.

domestic surroundings testify to his 
affluence, and who gives his thousands 
to charitable institutions, churches 
and asylums. His neighbors eulogize 
his charity, his wonderful benevolence 

I But ask tbe little waif or street 
scavenger who begs at bis doorj and 
they mayhap conld tell you a pitiable 
story of his parsimony.

What is man ? A contAdiction 
withiil himself. “ The glory, jest and 
riddle of the world.” In his incipiency, 
the embodiment of frailty, the-most 
helpless of all creatures. In his prime, 
a tower of strength, a power in himself 
for good or bad, there breathes not 
beneath the sun a mightier creation. 
But see him again when debilitating 
age changesthe vigorous man to 
the puny dotard, who, “ tottering a 
melancholy march through the dismal 
valley of age,” sees his abilities which
were formerly his pride, now as but > 
things of the past.no longer possessed, | 
nor oven desired, and courts the death i 
he once so dreaded. A creature So i 
varied in his existence that vye can 
find no standard by which to calculate 
the incidents of a hum an life. He 
who, but yesterday, was an Alexan­
der conquering.the kingdoms of earth, 
has to-day, imbibed à draught of 
deadly poison, which does its fatal 
work, while he as yet has scarcely 
finished the labor of his distant con­
quests.. He who was a Columbps at 
thé court ôf Ferdinand, telling of a 
new world to be'discovered, ere long 
suffers the indignity of Spanish chains, 
and finally dies poor, and neglected. 
He who to-day is a Napoleon, causing 
a nation to tremble at his existence,. 
to-morravj dies a demented exile on * 
the desélàté shores of St. Helen*. A 
Lincoln, who one day is Président of | 
this our glorious Union, gracing its 
seat of government with bis charac­
teristic meekness, patience, dignity, 
rectitude, and withal an ability 
which chalenges the admiration of the 
world, is, the next, stricken down by 
an assassin’s hand.

The creature of continued vicissi­
tude, how varied bis happenings. His 
changing fortunes give him alternately 
hope and fear, joy and grief. The 
very unstability of all that pertains

IMDOR8EO BY
PHYSICIANS, CLERGYMEN, ANO 

THE AFFLICTED EVERYWHERE.

THE GREATEST MEDICAL 
TRIUMPH OF THE AGE.

SYMPTOMS OF A

TORPID LIVER.
Loo, of appetita.Nauae..bowels costive, 
PainTp tneHeaiLwitKa duirsensation in, 
the book nart^Pain^nder the shoulder- 
blade, fullness after-entity, with qdisin- 
cllnatTon to exertion of body or min<T, 
Irritability of temper. Low »pint.. Loss 
of memory, with a fesunq of nayinu ne<- 
1 acted somei duty, weariness,~DLMiness, 
Fluttering of the Heart, Dotsbefore the 
eyee, tellqw Hkin, Headache, Heetlees- 
neaa at night, highly colored Urine.
ifthbi wabmuigb au umhkebed,
SERIOUS DISEASES WILL SOON BE DEVELOPED.
TUTT» J>ILL8 are especially adapted to 

• uch cjrreM.one dose effects »nchachange 
of feeling as to astonish the sufferer. -

Tbsy Increase the Appetite, and cause the 
body to Take om rieeh. thus tbs system in 
nourished. and by thrirTonie Aetiemon the 
Dlgmtifp Organ». Hrgtilar telool« »repro­
duce!. Price 36 cents, 35 Mu^rriay St.. M.Y.

TUTT’S HAIR OYE.
Gbat Hair at Whimckrh changed to »Glowy 
Black by a «ingle application of this Dyk. it 
Imparts a natural color, act» Instantaneously. 
Sold by Druggists, nr »«nt by exprefg on receipt of |1.
Office, 3B Murray St., Hew York., 
<Dr. TUTTS BAM AL of Valuable In for-a

Csaftd Receipts will be «tailed FBI1

pire, ruling his subjects as though he to hiaaarthly existence, gives rise to 
were a very god, we say, how power­
ful, how majestic, how glorious a

. being is man ! But when we con­
template the condition of the autocrat 
of Russia to-day, we are forced to 
conclude that man is a weak ^jtiable 
creature indeed.

When we think. of our honored 
Washington,' we know that man is 
self sacrificing and patriotic to a per­
fect degree. But in the same breath 
we have but to mention the name of 
Arnold and all our exalted notions of 

• patriotism, a* applied to man, are in-* 
suited and banished by the conviction 
that man is full of treason.

When we read of “ Damon and 
Pythias,” we say, what deep disinter­
ested principles of friendship, true 
even unto death, ».bide in the human 
heart. But how many, aye, very 
many once confiding souls could tell 

i us distressing tales of trust betrayed, 
' of vows of friendship too lightly held, 

and as lightly broken. Thus ex­
perience proves that man is both 
treacherous and true. > ,

Some one has answered our question 
by saying that inan is a creature of 
circumstance. While this is true to 
some degree, yet it does not cover a 
tithe of the ground. Of that luUswn- 
ary who, going into foreign lands to 
teach, enlighten and save precious 
souls, leaves behind him his all of this 
world, and labors diligently in his 
Master’s cause, and for the good of his 
fellows, by showing them the way of 
life, we say he is an invaluable bless­
ing to humanity, and the *' noblest 
work of God.” But ah, the man who 
stand* behind a gilded eounter and 
deals out death, sure destruction to 
body and soul, to his fellow creatures, 
reminds us that in man lurks a curse 
as well as a blessing. There is thé 
uiau of wealth, a very Urœsus,. whose

an earnest longing in bis heart for 
something beyend this present sphere. 
His aspiration knows no bounds. Im­
mortality with all its blessedness is 
not beyond its flight, and the hope of 
its attainment has shone in unalloyed 
brightness over his uneven way, a 
potent stimulus to a life of virtue.

When we contemplate man with all 
his deeds of greatness, his skill, his 
genius, or, his feebleness, shortcom­
ings, and even failure«, we are in­
volved even deeper in a maze of 
questionings, which Omniscience alone 
could dispel.

When we see this glorious creature 
crushed by the hand of death, a body 
given to the grave, » soul gone we 
know not whither, well might we give 
ourselves over to serious contempla­
tions of our own mysterious being, for 
although we might boast having 
mastered the lore which runs through 
ages, yet this dne truth we must con­
cede—'' All our knowledge is ourselven 
to know.”

—Sir Astley Cooper, on visiting Paris, 
was asked by the surgeon en chef of the 
Empire how many times he had performed 
a certain wonderful feat of surgery ? He 
replied that he had performed the opera­
tion thirteea times. ** Ah, but, Monsieur, 
I have done him one hundred and sixty 
times.” “How any times did you rave 
his life 1” continued the Frenchman, after 
he bad looked into the blank amazement of 
Sir Astley's face. “ I,” eaid the Engliah- 
man, saved eleven out of thirteen. How 
many did you save out of one hundred 
and sixty?” “Al», Monsieur, I lose dem 
all; but tho operation waa very brilliant.”
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