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What is Man ?_

An Ewsa mld ] .llthcllunl
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Promment. among the characteris-
. sice which the Creator gave to man,
hia ereature, ranks that of “ thirst for
knowledge.” And who shall measure
the extent of its gratification in his
splendid achievements ! Who that is
stimulated with kindred desires for a

» higher knowledge, ean not fail to ap- |
preciate the knotty problems which |
this intelectual giant has solved, and
still essays ?

Ages past, when men, looking out
upon the starry heavens, seeing order
and grandeur of plan written among
its twinkling myriads, asked for a
deeper knowledge of these majestic
phenomena, his mind, by long and
arduous effert, finally pierced the deep
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Tﬂ&mﬂr OF AN EA..llu'l' Live: A Wo-
man's Adventore in Anstralis and in
Two Voysges Around the World. By
Mrs. Eliza Davies. With a Portrait of
the Writer, Cincinnsti Central Book

domestic mrroundinga t.estify to his
affluence, and whe gives his thousands
to charitable institutions, churches
and asylums. ~ His neighbors eulogize
his charity, his wonderful benevolence.
But ask the little waif or street
seavenger who begs at his door; and | - Concern, 150 Elm Street. FPrice, §1.

] ¥ P | The mechaeical execution of this work
they may l.mp cm‘lld tell you a pitiable | I et -3 ddainins DTS Sala sl 4
story of his parsimeny. |

printed on tinted and calendered paper.

What is man? A contfadiction | The contents are thrillingly interesting, us
withis! himself. “ The glory, jest and | the reading matter of afi sutobiograpby
riddle of the world.” In his incipiency, | | generally is. ‘The work is dedioated to the

; i | pupils of Kentucky Female Orplian School
the embodiment of frailty, | Midway, Woodford oousty, Ky., which
helpless of all ereatures. In his prime, | jegerving institution is to receive the full
a tower of strength, a power in himself | benefit of the book, inclnding the plates,

for good or bad, there breathes not | sfter the suthoress has paid the expense.of

the -most

beneath the sun a mightier creation. | | publication.
But see himn again when dtlnhtnng

age changesthe vigercus man [
the puny dotard, who, “ t,ot.t,ering a
melancholy mareh through the dismal

mysteries of God's great universe and | valley of age,” sees his abilities which |

explained its most intricate cosmical
laws. He is constantly answering
difficult questions concerning art,

and even theology. But when all
these questions have been answered
wisely by him, his master intellect is
staggered by the inquiry, *W hat is
man "

When the day has departed, taking
from us, for a season,
eares, and the gathering darkness
shuts away from our tired senses
earth’s busy scenes, with the inereas-
ing stillness aboyt us, quiet, earnest
questionings ‘creep into our hearts,
and engage our minds.

We are forced to know much of
time, and we long {to knew more of
that eternity which awaits us just
beyond the station-death. Self asks
of self many solémn things. But the
most bewildering.‘ and yet most in-
teresting queries of all, ever demand-
ing an answer, still never receiving
one, comes to us anon, “ What is life 7"
“ What is man 7’ The lagter is not a
question of late orlgin. It has puzzled

7 the great and wise of ell ages and

time. Even that good old Psalmist—
David, who so long ago expressed such
infinite wisdom in swectest measure,
asked that question which we reiter-
ate to-day.” When he mounts the
throne, and assumes the sway of em-
pire, ruling his subjects as though he
were a very god, we say, how power-
ful, how majestic, how glorious a
being is man! But when we con-
template the condition ef the autocrat
of Russia to-day, we are forced to
conclude that man is a weak ‘uuable
creature indeed.

When we think of our honored
Washington, we know that man is
self sacrificing and patriotic to a per-
fect degree. But in the same breath
we have but to mention the name of
Arnold and all our exalted notions of

« patriotism, as applied to man, are in-
sulted and banished by the conviction
that man is full of treason.

When we read of “Damon and
Pythias,” we say, what deep disinter-
ested principles of friendship, true
even unto death, abide in the human
heart. But how mn.any, aye, very
many once confiding souls could tell
us distressing tales of trust betrayed,
of vows of friendship too lightly held,
and as lightly broken. Thus ex-
perience proves that inan is both
treacherous and true. ., .

Some one has answered our question
by saying that man is a ereature of
circumstance, While this is true to
some degree, yet it does not ecover a
tithe of the ground. OF that mission-
ary who, going into foreign lands to
teach, enlighten and save precious
souls, leaves behind him his all of this
world, and labors diligently in his
Master’s cause, and for the good of his
fellows, by showing them the way of
life, we say he is an invaluable bless-
ing to humanity, sad the * noblest
work of God.” Bul ah, the man who
standé behind a gilded eounter and
deals out death, sure destraction 5
illlf and soul, to his fellow creatures,
" rewinds us llil\inmmlnrb a curse
as well as & blessing. There is thé
man of wealth, & very Creesus, whose

its burdem df |

J

quests,

were formerly his pride, now as but
things of the past, no longer pmseqwd..

! nor even desired, and courts the death
science, physies, governmental polity, |

he once so dreaded. A creature o |
variéd in his existence that we can
find no standard by which to calculate
the incidents of a human life. He
who, but yesterday, was an Almmﬂ-J
der conquering-the kingdoms of earth, |
has to-day, imbibed a draught of
deadly poison, which dees its fatal |
work, while he as yet has scarcely |
finished the. labor of his distant cen-
He uho was a Columbys at
the court of
new world to be- distovered, ere longI
suffers the indignity of Spenish chains, |

and finally dies poor, and neglected. |

He who to-day is a Napoleon, causmg

a nation to tremble at his existence, I

to-mograw digs a demented exile on
the desdlate shores of St. Helena. ,\'
Lineoln, who oune day is President of |
this ‘our glorious Union, gracing its |

seat of government with his chu.nu:-‘

The book was written at the |

earnest solicitation of Dr. Robert Richard- |
son, formerly a Professor in Bethany Col- |

lege, W. Va., of which institution Alexan-

der Campbell was the illustrions Presi-
dent. BSister Davies, who was borg and |

reared in Sootland, prepsred this work

| purely as a labor of love, and in deference |
to the entreaties of a Lost of friends. . She |
is n vigorous writer, fearleas of utterance, |

| trathful and conscientious,
touching in her appeals, graphie, in her
| descriptions, and narrates the acts of "heér |
eventful life with-the simplicity and art-
lessness of a child: No one can read the
wonderfal story of her romantic and check- |
ered life without at times aheddmg unbid-
den tears. Her exploits in varions parts

tender and |

' of the earth were as heroic as they were '

realistic and drumatic. We defy any oue

i

| to réad her chapter on the ** Sad Experi |

ences of Wedded Life,” withoutexperiene- |
ing sensations of ihe deepest emotion.
This chapter is full of descriptions of |

‘erdinand, telling of w tegic scenes ; whivh wretorrific enough |

to make the biaod curdle. She suffered
everything as a Christian wife but the act-
ual death of a martyr.
Sister Davies description of her meeting |
for the first time Alexander Campbell, in a

IIHT is one of the finest things we eves

Ifer impressions of the great re-
| former, as she listened to him for the first
time, her delineations of his persoanel, as
he awed thal eudience into prolgund s
lence and respect, her utter forgetiulness

teristic meekness, patience, dignity, | of self as she listened to him for three un-

rectitude, and withal an ability
which chalenges the admiration of the
world, is, the next, stricken down by
an assassin’s hand,

The creature of continued vicissi-
tude, how varied his happenings. His
changing fortunes give him alternately
hope and fear, joy and grief The
very unstability of all that pertains
to his earthly existence, gives rise to
an earnest longing in his heart for
something beyend this present sphere.
His aspiration knows no bounds. Im-
mortality with all its blessedness is
not beyond its flight, and the hope of
its attainment has shone in unalloyed
brightness over his uneven way, a
potent stimulus to a life of virtue.

When we contemplate man with all
his deeds of greatness, his skill, his
genius, or, his feebleness, shortcom-
ings, and even jfailures, we are in-
volved even deeper in a maze of
questionings, which Omniscience alone
counld dispel.

When we see this glorious creature
crushed by the hand of death, a body
given to the grave, a soul gone we
know not whither, well might we give
ourselves over to serious contempla-
tions of our own mysterious being, for
although we might boast having
mastered the lors which runs through
ages, yet this one trutl, we must eon-
cede—" All our knowledge is ourselves
to know.”

—Bir Astley Cooper, on visiting Paris,
was asked by the snrgéon en ches of the
Empire how many times he had performed
a certain wonderful feat of surgery ? He
replied that he had performed the opera-
tion thirteen times, ** Ah, but, Monsieur,
I have done him one hundred and sixty
times.”” ** How any times did you réve
his life I continued the Frenchman, after
he had looked into the blank amazement of
Sir Astley’s face, ** I,” said the English- | pha
man, saved eleven out of thirteen. How
many did yon save ount of one hundred
and sixty ?" ** Ak, Monsiear, I lose dem
all ; but the operation was very brilliant.”
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Have Wistar's Balsum of Wild Cherry
always at hand, It eures Conghs, Colds,!
Bronchitis, Whooping Cough, Influenza;, |
Consumption and all Throst ssd Lung
Complaints, 50 cents and $1 a bottle,

"

mortal conld speak as he spoke, and ma-
jestically unfold the plan of redemption as
he did,—asre portrayed in a style so graphic
and Juminous and powerful, that one hard-
ly knows which one to admire above the
other—the writer or the one described.
The eloquence and the revolationary ideas
of the great man captured as well as capti-
vated her ; and as a eonsequence, at Lis
invitation, she foliowed him home to
Bethany. Bhe givesa thrilling and-de-
tailed account of the arrest and imprison-
ment of Alexander Campbell in & Glasgow
jail. This noble woman visited him io
prison, while ehurchmeén were defaming
his eharacter, and courageously stood by
him through all his persecutions. It is

by Scotch Presbyterians because of his
supposéd pro-slavery sentiments., Sister
Davies’ description ©f this entire trausac-
tion is well worth the price of the book.
She tells the story as we never heard it be-
fore. Whoever reads her recitid of what
she saw and heard and experienced at
Bethany, eapecially of the home lifs of
Campbeil, can naver forgetit. It is the
best history of the Bethany family we ever
read. It is perfectly delightfal. We can
can only say, go get the book and read for
yourselves ; and then wonder and admire.
Weé have seen and conversed with this re.
markable Chbristian woman and pilgrim,
and have been no less impressed with the
humility of her heart than with the super-
iority of her intellect.

The contents of the book are as follows :
My Childhood and Childbood's Home—
Farewell to Scotland—Life aud Sufferings
in New South Walss—¥rom New BSonth
Wales to South Australia—An Explorin
Expedition—Sad Experiences of Wedd
Life—Retarn to New Soath Wales — Re-
tarn to Scotland—New Expcrience in
Scotland—Farewell to Scotland snd Visit

to Americagglhily in Bethuny—At the Ken-
tucky Fe rpban_School —Plantation
Amerioa—Second Voyage to New Sounth
Walss—My Reception—Teaching on Har-
ricane Hill and Other Leabors—Voyuge to
South Auvstrrlin—Return to New BSouth
Wales, and Tesching in the Bash—The
New School-honse—Third Voyage to South
Australia, and Teaching in Adelaide—Voy-
age to America.
As an antobiography, this one, in many
T, excels any other we have ever
We never saw actual life moré
beantifully dramatized. JIn contemplating
the scenes pictared in this book, you seem

to experience what the writer herself ex-
. #0 dexterous is she in the use

perienced

of the A rmul thoress

onlynT L m.‘m‘ u!i.inh‘::
' 8

well known that Campbell was imprisoned |

|
|

B.pt:st Chpreh, at Paisley, Scotland, in |’

|
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broken bours, and her amazement that any |
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