- wyuest of the Comventien.

. Sagaria; and afterward to the uttér-

- were wanting, agd ordain elders in

“traveled were anciently included in

"

- districts. But the inner government
that rules by righteousness, can go | g fat soul the same way you fatten a

New Testament were in cities. *

and the division of gevernment, was

~Sunday, or Bible school.
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All the churches mentioned in the
This
is a significant fact. Why was it so?
When the Lord sent out the twelve.
telling them to “preach saying the
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” he
sent them into the cities of Judea.
When he told them to * go teach all
nations,” they were to begin at
Jernsalem. Next they were sent to

most parts of the earth.
In carrying out the command, we
find the apostles and evangelists going

———i— :

m is dense to ﬂud it.
There would be enly one chwrch in
each city, for although there might be
more disciples than could meet in any
one houce, there would be sych unity
in organization and work, as to be
essentially one church. The different
_places of worship, to illustrate, could
be designated as the congregation
worshiping on the corner of Post and
Mason Streets, or in “ Berean chapel.”

| Each worshiping assembly could be

"designated by locality, or by the
name of their house of worship. The
wmeeting of the elders of all these
different congregations would be the
elders of the Church of Christ in that

|c1ty
Such an union of ‘God's people is

from city to city, througheut all the
region they traversed. Philip preached |
in all the cities from Azatus to |
Caeserea. Saul of Tarsus was en-
;,a-fc—-l in persecuting the disciples |
from city to city, which shows us that
thework-of the apostles had been in

the eities. After his conversion, as
we follow him in his career, we find
him planting churches in the principal
cities of Asia. Titus was sent into
Crete, to set in order ‘the things that

every city. New Testamentprecedent
makes cities important.: But it is un-
necessary to multiply examples as to
the methed of these men. We in-
quire if there was anything peculiar
to the organization of society; political
or religious, in that duy, which made
it-wise, but which does not obtain in
our day ?

The countries-over which these men

the Greek and Roman republies, and
in Palestine. If we examine the
ancient maps, the division of land,

similar to what we find in the United
States of America. 4

Under the providence of God, there
is, in this coumtry, a field for the
restoration of the primitive church
similar to that prepared for its plant-

greatly to be desired, and would pre-
| pare the way for such a Sunday school

[wmk as the world needs. Such a

union of all the Disciples of Christ is

' in harmony with the Savior's prayer|.

recorded in the 17th chapter of John,

which oneness is deol;red by Jesus to

be in order thtt the werld mlght be-

lieve,
Do you say - this view is Utophian.

We think not. © We are mueh nearer
such a church now than we were ten
years ago. If we'compare the present
state of mind of all believers, with
what it was 40, 50 or 100 years ago,

we discover that we have been on
converging lines. If we study the
history of Sunday scheols we shall
find that the developmeént of these has
been about in the same ratio of the
converging of denominational lines.
The last decade, in which the Inter-
national Series of Sunday Sechool
Lessons have been in use, has been
more marked in this progress toward
unien than any preceding decade.

The laying aside of creed and catech-

ism, and coming to the children with

the simple word of God, makes each |
successive generation see nearer alike, |
and so denomination lines econverge,
and we are able to see, just ahead of
us, the church of the future united in
spirit” and in work. For such an

ing.

In Palestine, the general govern-
ment was in Jerusalem. The govern-
ment of each tribie, in that which was
local, was in the principal city of that'
tribe. The heads of families had their
precinet gned-a seat-of justice. . Where
there was a government ever a given
portien of land, as in Bethlehem, it
was called a city. The Greek polis
included the state over which its rule
extended. Inte this outer wheel of
political and commercial government
Jesus put the inner wheel of christi-
anity, and thus the visien of Ezekiel
was fulfilled. He saw a wheel within
a wheel, and when one moved, the
other went with it, ‘and the wheels
were fu!l of lifs. The plan of the
Divine government is from within®
Christ’s throne is in the heart of the

individoal, and his church should be

in the centers of influence in society.
Here, in the United States, God has

prepared the outer wheel, much as it

was at the first. Our states answer

to the proviaces of Greece and Asia
Minor. Our state eapitals, and great
commercial cities, te the prineipal
cities throughout all” that country |
where the Gospel was first preached.
Our counties answer to the kowvi,
and our county seats to the seats of
government over the komeoi. Our
townships correspond to their .pre-
cincts. But we have a division still
smaller than the “township, to which
there was nothing in these ient
republies to eorrespond, our school

into this alse, for where there is a
common school, there ought to be a

Let us suppose this whole country
to be without echurches and we wish
to plant the cause of Christ. If we
proceed after the apostolic plan, we
would st -plant a church in Wash-
ington City; then ii the state capitals | yntaught,
and " the great commercial centers ;

then in.our county seats, and finally | Of the untaught, children

“receding, and old systeétus are erumb- |

grown people, whose characters are |

union the devout have been long
praying, and now God seems to beI
about to bring it to pass through the
training of our children. The Bible |
school movement has come liken whve | |
over the land, and now, as creeds are
ling, it becomes us to study how m-!
can best teach and enforce the pure
word of God. ODeath will scon re-
move the old. - The middle aged, like a
forest, will soon fall, and if the child- |
ren can only be rightly taught, many |
of the difficulties that have been in-
superable will give way. If they are | |
not taught of God, atheism will fel- |
low, for that word means “ without |
God.” Atheism leaves a vmum‘
which will soon be filled, for nature
abhorsa vacuum in spiritual things as |
well as in material. That capacity,
prepared for the throne of God inl
every heart, must soon become a cage |
for unclean birds, if not eccupied by a
Savior.

In exacutmg the Savior's great
commission to “go teach all nations,”
one grest error of our times is to labor
an undue preportion of our time with

alveady formed. “We don't do this
way in any other branch of education. .
In other things we educate the young
and expect them to become laborers
when théy grow- up in whatever call-
ing their education fits them for. In
religion we, too often, hunt out such
as will give evidence of fine develop-
ment, and get them all together and
keep stuffing them. You can’t make

goose. Souls must go to work in
order to grow fat and rejoice. Teach-
ing presupposes an

and when it is otherwise the sermon
passes from the teaching style to an
effort to entertain, until we reach the

m::..w e

to the
hmuaohid'

T

n wery township, where the pqn.h-
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'zmhul we a0 cultivate sthék
ﬂoldwlneh’io_ldi largest return
to the Lord.

A wmfannuvﬂl plant the rich,
clean soil, rather than foul and rocky
ground if he dannot cultivate the
whole, so we shotild sow the good soil
of childhood, rather than the stony
and thorny soil of older persons. We
sermohize too much. The sermon is
adapted to mature people, and it is
rare that a publie speaker makes him-
self understood by children. One
sermon, each Lord's day, in connection
with the public worship and ‘the or-
dinances of the Lord's house, weuld be
sufficient to edify the church. This
public meeting of the whole congrega-
tion could be held in some central
place, say at 11.A. . The afternoons
and evenings should be given to Sun-
day school work and teaching the
word. _

For the purpose of suggesting
something practical, in the way of
rmethod, we propose the fullomng
ORGANIZATION,

Let the church of any given city
divide up its entire membership into
as many bands of workers as their
numbers and talents  will justify. If
the unity of the Church of Christ, we
have before desciibed, obtained, so
much the better; but if not, and it is
well for us te consider the state of be-
lievers as it is, let each congreg#tion
do this, forming as many corps of
laborers as would be efficient. . Let
each corps be assigned within certain
bounds, or in a“certain quarter of the
city. Let each corps then proceed to
organize its own ferces, with a view
of gathering in all the children
accessible, into some hall or chapel
prncured By the church. Let each
corps hold its Sunday school in the
best way they can, and at such an
hour as will best suit the people
among whom they labor. Besides
this hour devoted to the children
there should be an evening meeting
-conducted by . this same company,
This evening meeting should be with
the view of teaching the Wier people
Instead of the ome mecting in the
| same place where the general meeting
of the church was held at 11 A, M, we
could have several, if the church was
numerous,
these meetings might be conducted
after the style of the meetings of the

| Bible Christians of Lendon; not in
upeoch making, but in searching the

'Seriptures by topies and a free ex-
| change of views in a conversational
style. The meeting would be pre-
sided over by some cne who -would
| set as moderator, and who could turp
| the meeting when desired, into prayer,
exhortation or praise <ervice. In this
way the talent of the church could be
' discovered and brought out. Teach-
ing talent would be more in demand,
and the useful would be epltivated
| rather than the esthetic. These corps
could be reorganized from time to
time, as might be needed, in order to
the highest efficiency, and in order to
prevent the breaking off into parties
controlled by local interests.
One great advantage of a system of
ike this would be, to cause the
church to act upon society like a
diffusive stimulus. The extremities
of society, now so cold and lifeless,
could be réached with the word of
light and life. The whole church
would eome together in the morning
and wait on the Lord, thus renewing
their strength, In the afterneon she
would resolve herself into a school or
scheols, and labor with the children in
her-gghool capacity. In the evening
all weuld gather in various" groups
with their neighbors and triends to
inquire direetly of the Lord in the
study of themord. It is believed the
era of universal edueation, which is
new upon us, will necessitate a change
of method from the rostrum and
orator, which was adapted to an age
when the art of reading was confined
to the few. Now, when there is so
much good rudlq at hand, and so

more teachable ; hence, if we cannot

cheap, the pulpit is lolmgilp power.

'ﬂloprun.ﬂupnnud page, is now
vhe great power that leads the people.
In this age of nniversal education, the
number of teachers could be greatly
multiplied, compared with the ancient
times ; and the ‘companies assembled
to be taught could be smaller and-
freer. Some one, perhaps, is waiting
to ask. what will the pastor have to do’
under gsuch an order of things? He
would have rather an easy time,
would he not, preaching his one little
sermon per week ? We would have
him diffuse, as well as the rest. He
could weet with some one of these
companies. every Sunday afternoon
and evening. He would act as general
director of the whole work, and be-.
stow his labors wherever hée could do
the most good. ¥
Such a contact with the lest, as we
have contemplated, would "discover a
great many opportunities for effective
labor. In these neighborhoods where
schools were held, arrangements eould
be made for preaching service when
needed. The preacher could hold a
meeting of chis kind here, and there,
as there might_ arise a need. It may
be objected to-this plan, that pesple
would run off to theaters, and other
places of amusements, rather than go
to such meeting. Not if they were
properly - educated. The 40,000
“Bible Christians,” of London, have
demonstrated that a large per cent. of
the whole membership attend, than in
churches that depend on the Sunday
evening sermon. What has proved
successtul in the largest city in the
world may succeed in-sihaller cities.
The problem of suceessful chureh and
Sunday schools work in our large
cities is a difficult problem. Wg real-
ize that we aré not reaching the
masses as we should. We do not 'see
the whole lump leayened. Especially
is this true in San FErancisco. The
Gospel is still God’s power unto salva-
tion to those who believe; and the
people need salvation, yet they are
not reached. May there not be'a
lack in our existing methods? We
all understand the Lord’s conmand
“Go preach the Gospel to every
creature,” “ Go teach all nations,” but
to do this we need system so that each
individual can bear some part.

Instead of the sermon A few words as-to-the present atti-

tude of our work in this city now :

1. We need a house of worship of
our own, centrally located, and of
easy access from all parts of the city.
Such a house as this we are now meet-
ing in during this convention. This
house is now for sale, and good judges
of property say it can be bought
cheap. This house, if owned by us,
would meet this want.

2. We would need all the Disciples
in our city to take membership, and
thus present one grand united, front
meeting at 11 A. M. each Lord’s day
for worship and celebrating the Lord's
supper, and keeping the ordinances of
the Lord's house generally.

3. We would then be ready to form
the different companies contemplated
in this paper and assign them their
respective fields.

4. We would want to buy lots and
build small ehapels in each one of
these field where we establish a corps
of labors, a Sunday school, and Sun-
day evening Bible reading service.

5. We would then need an efficient
teacher in each one of these ficlds, in
each one of these chapels to teach a
Seripture school, each day of the
week, much as we now teach our
regnlar comwon schools.

This sehool wonld do the work we
now are sfriving to do in our Sunday
schools, but do it much more effeo
tively. :

Our common nehodhyntam is going
out of the hands of religious instrue-
tors more and wore, and is becoming

now, to meet a great want, the edoca-
tion of the masses in the Holy Serip-
tures, we iwust have some more
efficient method of edueating our
children in the word «f the Lord.

Weak churches could combine the

secularized. This is inevitable, and’

pulpit, and the teachers work | '
a preacher with the qﬂihﬂq for
both. Strong churches could employ
several teachers, and leave the Mr
for other duties,

Our sisters could be efficient holpeu
in the ministry, as of old, by a.ayatm.__H
such as we have out-lined. :

These suggestions we respectfully
submit for the consideration of the - =1
Convention, or

Around Farrqut Bqum

Farragut Square hea a little north
of the White House. Handsome
dwellings look down. on its gay par-
terres, in the centre of which is now
placed the first monument that the
American people have reared to any

of their naval heroes. On”one side of !
the square are houses that have anas- - . {
pect of years; on another stand new, 5%
superb residences finished an orna- i
mental brickwork; the west side of S

the square is occupied by a fine mod-
ern row erccted by ex-Governor Shep-
herd, in one of which now resides
Col. Bonaparte, which is now hand- -
somely draped in stars and stripes. gL
Madame Bonapafte, had invited the
diplomatic corps to a breakfast, the
morning of the unveiling, at which
nearly all were in attendance except
the Chinese legation, and that had
that morning received news of the
death of the wife of the Emperor of
China. The banquet was spoken of
as one of special vlegance. !
On a fourth corner of the park
stands the house of the late Gamaliel
Bmley. and this was also richly draped
in the nationaldcolors. Dr. Bailey,
was the first editor who dared pub-
lish an apti slavery newspaper at the
Capitol. And b'y'uge way, it is known
that four literary women who have
since achieved fame were employed

|on that journal, and to seme extent

directed and encouraged by Dr. Bail-

ley : Mrs. Sonthworth, who it is said

learned gramwar of the editor ; Grace
Greenwood ; Miss Dodge, (Gail Ham-

ilton), who not only wrote for the edi-

tor, but taught in his family; and

Mrs. Stowe, whose “Uncle Tom's

Cabin ” first appeared in its columns

as a serial, the editer paying the au-

thor £1,000 for the copyright— Dr. —
Bailey, who might have won a for-
tune by it, kindly relinquished his
right when he learned its rare value
—a shining example of Christian be-
mevolence. Dr, Bailoy died on board
ship, on his return from Euarope sev-
eral years ago: Some of his family
reside here,

The ounly remaining corner of the
park has now been taken by Mrs.
Hoxie, on which she has erected a
large stylish residence, having a pi-
azza and tower with cupola. It is
worthy of note that the indefatigable-
sculptor has by her art work purchas-
ed a home for her parents on the aven-
ue, and built his handsome resi-
dence. And last, certainly - not
least, she has won a husband, an ele-
gant looking man of fine abilities, of
excellent character and good life pui-
tion in the army. At present he is-
highly useful as Chief Engineer of the-
Dumet, What American woman ar- +
tist hu achieved a prouder success '—

Bural Home,

-—Wurldl; t.m ;mr look so worldly

as at o funeral. They have the same effect

| of grating incongruity as the sound of a

coarse voice bresking the solemn stillness.
of night,

Lzar Mowup.—If yon take the well-de-
composed leaf-soil and sift and examine it,
you will find that it is altogether a mass of




