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Will Subseribers please notice the
date following their names om the
paper ? It tells the time when your
subseription expires ; thus, if the date
reads 1382, your subscription will ex-
pire Jan. 1, 1882, If the date after
your name is a time past, you are in
arrears. Please remit a little before
your time is out, if possible.

‘We have received the third annwal
veport - of the Christian Woman's
Homev Missionary Society of Cali-
fornia, printed in neat pamphlet form.

~ We wish our California sisters God

speed in their missionary labors, and |

pray earnestly for the continuance of

_the work thédy have begun in San

aneueo -

Sustaimng the P. C. Hessonger.

Bro.J. L. Thompson'’s pla.n of sus-
taining the P. C. MESSENGER would
accomplish the end proposed most
admirably. But there are two points

S~ —im-it ¥ery prominent in ouUr IANDer

of upprehendmg it, either one of whieh

" is liable to defeat it. 1

The first is' the improbability ef
finding the “one hundred men " to -
lean the mongy ;. the next is to find
the “three men” to assume the
resporisibility and se){-sacrificing labor
of managing the money for six years.
If these two diffieulties can be obvi-
ated success will certainly follow.
We ‘have a few precedents on this
basis worthy of note. For the first
four years of the puper’s history there
were two heads of families, in very
moderate circumstances, who sub-
seribed and paid for papers, the one to
the amount of ten, the other, twelve
dollfrs per apnum, to aid in its pub-
lication. This was almost the
equivalent of a loan of one hundred
dallars without interest. A modifica-
tion of Bro. Thompson's plan_in_this
way would €%oid an onorous respon-
sibility and come at thgeresult in view
more directly. Let ofle hundred men
pledge themselves to contribute the
interest onone bundred doliars, that
is, ten dollars, annually, for six years.
This, we think, would yield double
the amount necessary to accomplish
the end desired. But it would not
furnish it in the manaer needed. To
refurnish the office, to meet existing
obligations, and to purchase a stock of
paper for half a volume, will require
about two thousand dollars in hand
by Dee. 1, 1851. At the middle of
the volume, at the end of June, 1882,
an additiona! thousand dollars might
be needed ; and possibly at the end of
the year 1582, five hundred more
wight be needed.

By that time the paper can be made
self sustaining ; for this investment
looks to the employment of an editor
who shall give his time and energies
to the work in such manner as to
make it a leading paper, fully abreast
of the times, and in demand for its in-
trinsic merits.

We anticipate very great improve-
ments by that time, both in the man-
ner of collecting news by telegraph
and otherwise, and in the mail facili-
ties for reaching every part of the
coast by railroad in due time.

The Paciric CHRISTIAN MESSENGER
can and must be made a first-class,
self-sustaining newspaper. Whe will
take part in bringing it up to the
desired standard ? Caesar, or nothing!

.

—The philosophy of Mr, Josh Billings
bringe hjm to these conclusions : * I don't

" insist upon pedigréé for a man or horse. |

n.mmwummum
right. If he kan't, 1 'ulh'l'hou
r-rdfwbhlwiim
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Inuupmm mroundingu of a mel- |
ancholy = character caused by . Mrs.
Campbell's protracted sickness, and a
press of scholastic duties inthe close
of the session will be sufficient reason
for giving ovk editorial space, this
week, to the first of a series of articles
in the 4. C. Review under the cap-
tion :

THE EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM,

XUMBER ONE.

As this evidently has become the
[ great question of the age, Christians,
by their profession as well as by their
relation to seciety and the civil gov-
ernment, must necessarily become
more or less interested in its solution.
As Christianity was designed to ele-
vate the masses, by educating both
wind,and the heart, and purifying the
lives of mem, the deepest sympathies
of Christian people should be enlisted
in a subject whose influenees are se
pervading and far-reaching. Kiiowl-
edge itself by no means constitutes
education in its broadest sense. Pass
history, as well the presemt times,

~— l were only h;l!‘u numerous as in the

\Iorth and suicides only one-fourth

| as many, in 1879, only one-half as|
| secularized and wmaterialized, by the

many suicides. In Northern Obio,
where there is a high degree of inteli-
ligence, and where the public school
system approximates “ perfection,”
divorces are more numereus than in
less advanced counties. Lake county |t
for instance, records sevem times as
many divorces as tiallia county, where
the public school system is low down
in the scale of comparison. Says Mr.
White :

tation, sink, udrd *ancient Carthage
and Rome and Greeee, for the reasen
that those governmenis hecame 80

exclusion of a divine revelation, that
dissolution. was inevitable. Reason-
ing from cause to effect, and on the
principlo that “ histery is philosophy

by example,” we, may pre-
.diet th the of she American re-
publie will the same as that of the
Eastern World, if we do not learn in

— ————

session of them, and' were put to it to
find some mthmtt;gvl from Seripture to
Jjustify them. i

6. Luther, Calvin and Wesley all
admitted frankly that immersion was
‘the apostolic praetice. Calvim justifi-
ed sprinkling on the grownd thet the
church had the authority to modify
the form somewhat, retaining the sub-
stance ; but he added, “ the word bap-
tize signifies to immerse, and it is cer-

timé ¥ mouﬂ"' our ways. “ Where
(there is) no vision the people pemh

The census of 1860 shows that the
New England States- had a native |
white population of 2,666,045 in num-
ber, and of these there were but §,-
543 adults who could not read snd
write. The six Southern States men-
tioned above (viz Delaware, Virginia
Maryland, North Carolina, South Car-
olina and Georgia,) had 3,151,969 na-
tive white inhabitants, ameng whom
there were 202,802 adults. who could
not read and write. In the New Eng-
‘land States, therefore, the native
whites whoeounld not read or writewere
in the proportion of one to 312, while
in the six Southern States the pfopor-
‘tion of whelly illiterate whites was|

have demonstrated the fact that un-
sanctified learning Is a dangerous
thing. A system of education that
does not conbemplate the training of

| body, soul and spirit, in the very

higliest sense, is no education at all,
#s we view it from a Christian stand-
point. Somo superficial thinkers may
the” ghurch.has
nothing to do with what is called the
great- problem of the age: On the
contrary, we hold that the church is
fargely respensible for the kind of in-
teilectual and moral impvess she has
left upon the age. Furthermore, we
maintain vhat the chuich is the ehief
factor in moul@ing the age, im the
midst of whic temples are reared
With all our education and edueation-
al systeras, we dre a wery wicked na-
tion, and the world, with all its light
and knowledge, while scientifically
and politically elevated, is socially and
‘morally debased. This we know, isa
bold assertion, but stubborn facts stare
us in the face.

There is a radical wreng somewhere
in our systems of general education,
even in the higher grades of college
culture, The defect, as we discover it
is found in the-fact that the religious
element has been excluded. Legisla-
tors—"Christian legislators”"—as well
as the church, have largely yielded to
the outside pressure of intellectual
pantheisn and a gedless skepticism.
The true and living God has been
tragsformed into sensuous gods ; and
sensuous gratifieation, even among
Christians, has become the rule of life
the presence of so many Roman and
Grecian goddin our colleges and uni-
versities, and the deification of intel-
lect in our publie schools, have prac-
tically expelled Jesus the Christ, the
incarnate God. Polytheism over-
shadews, in many of our educational
institutions, not only monotheism, but
even “ God manifest in the flesh.”

In the December number of the
North American ~ Review, Richard
Grant White made a terrible assault
upon systems of public schools. His
revelations were so startling, in ex-
posing the defects of the American
school system, that on first reading
his statements, documented statistics
as they are, many persons pronounced
him a fool and a vandal, and even
jgnorant legislators stigmatized him
as a mere pedagogue and adventurer.

But let us seriously note what he has

say. He compares the six New

land States with the six original
slave-holding States, in the census of
1880. The proportien of illiterate
native whites In the two sections, was
as 12 to 312. If inulloetul training

ern States should have been twenty-
six timew as great as in New England.

mya-lmmhm the Seuthern as.in
the Northern States. Paupers in the

In fact there were not ome-sixth as |

one to 12, Now, if ignorance is the
iee; i “wretehed-|
nsss, and of all that- te make bad

citizens, the excess of criminal classes
in the Southern States should have
been.in something like the proportion
of 312 to 12 But it wasmot so, On
the contrary, the propontional excess
of pauperisin, of suicide, and of ifsani-
ty (and ameng the native white in-
habitants, be it yemembered) was very
much greater in the New England
hutas for in 1560 they had in their
prisons 2,450 eriminals, while the six
Southern States had but 477. New
England society, formed under the
publie school system, produced one
nativé white eniminal to every 1,08%
inhabitants; while the Southera
States, which had besn almost entire-
ly witheut that systems, produced only
one to every 6,670, a dispropertion of
more than six to eme! *The Naew
England States had one publiely sup-
ported pauper to every 178 inhebit-
ants, while the six Seuthern, which
wera without publie schools, had but
one to every 345 Of suicides, there
were in New FEngland States one to
every 13,285 of the entire population ;
but the others had only one to every
35,584. The census of 1860 has no
record of insanity ; but that of 1870
shows in New England one insane
person of those born and living in the
several States to every S(0 native
born inhabitants ; but in the South-
ern States in question-only one to ev-
ery 1,652 native inhabitants. Strange
to say, foremost in this sad record
stand Massachusetts and Connecticut,
which have had common schools since
1647 and 1650 respectively, as w
remarked in the beginning of this ar-
ticle; the former producing one na-
tive wlut.o criminal to every 649 na-
tive white inhabitants; the latter one
to every 845.

Another authority says that a re-
cent Parliamentary Commission com-
pares Iteland with England and Scot-
land, as to criminal records. If
ignorance is the mother of vice, then
Ireland ought to be far below Eng-
land. But, in point of fact, robberies
in Ireland were less than half as com-
mon as in England, and one-fourth as
common as in Scotland, theft and em-
bezzlement twice as bad in England,
and three times as bad in Scotland as-
in Ireland ; immorality in Ireland half
as bad as in Eogland and Scotland,
and suicide one-fifth as bad. In fact,
nearly all sorts of crime, except drunk-
enness and land outrages, séem more
prevalent in the more intelligent
countries, which have systems of

ublic education.

Here truly is matter for serious re-
flection. What do these facts prove !
They preve that the possession of
knowledge in and of itself has not the
inkerent power to worally elevate
society, but that, on the coptrary,
without Clmmmtyu the“chief factor
in our national education, the people
must, by the process of meral gravi-
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South.mulr Mlhh.,

is'as true an apothegm new as in the

|revannemg the Supreme Creator of
all things, we have defiled the god in-
telleet, and practically worshlp Pan-
lh*m every day.

will do by way of intredue--
uon we have much more to say.

Bet.urn to Primmn Christianity.
DI.IGHI.ICEI o Mtﬂ_'ﬂ lmtﬂ._
' [ Salocted. | ;
OBRJECTIONS TO OUR POBITION,

plan of union en which we are acting,
which deserve attention :

‘ate éverything sectarian, and to advo-
cate only that which is catholie, we do
puchcslly establish a sectarian test—
‘admitting none but those who acceps
our interpretation of t.aa meaning of
baptism.  An affusionist is not allpw-
ed to, ha.vrhir_g’n mhrprehhwn, but
must bend to ours.

This, 'i1f true, would be a seriems
objection. - But in uruth it is not,
with us, & question of interpretation
at all, bist of translation. We propose
to unite with all believers in Christ
Jesus on the word of God—to aecept
what it teaches and do what it com-
mandk. the word of God was not
originally spoken or written im Eng-
lish, we must have it translated in
such words as will faithfully evnvey
“the mind of the Spirit.” What we
insist on is, that baptizo is mot fairly
represented in kEnglish by pour or
sprinkle, or wash, but by dip, plunge,
iramerse. This being so, a faithful
translation leaves no necessity for
party interpretation as to the thing
required to be done. We repeat,
therefore, that we impose our inter-
prétations on none; we simply ask
that the word of God shall be faith-

fully translated.
If it be said that there is doubt as

to the proper translation of the origi-
nal term; we reply: No more doubt
than can be raised over any other
term that wmen may choose to dispute
about; not so much as may be plausi-
bly urged against many other leading
terms in the New Testament, and
none that can present a serious obsta-
cle to union, provided the spirit of
union is in the ascendant. This will
be apparent in the light of the follow-
ing statements :

1. All the lexicographers of note
give dip, plunge, immerse as the liter-
al meaning of baptizo,

.. Ecclesiastical history clearly proves
not only that immersion was the
primitive practice, but that it contin-
ed to be the general practice for over
twelve centuries.

8. The Greek church has always
practiced it, and continues to practice
it to this day.

4. The Western or Roman Catholie
church freely admits that the original
practice was immersion, and does nots
pretend to base its present practice
on the meaning-of the word, or the
authority of Seripture ; but claims
that “Hhe church has authority to
change the ordinances. Both affusion
and infant membership are maintain-
ed on the ground of tradition by the
Roman Catholics, it being freely ad-
mitted that they are to be proved
from Seripture alone.

§. Affusion and infant membership
obtained a footing among the Referm-
ers as an inheritance from Rome, and
not on the ground of Seripture author- | Chriat.
ity. They them from | of

days of the wise Solemon. Instead of |

— Theére are some wbjections to~ the |

1. That while we profess to repudi-|

tain that nnmemon was she pnoha
| of the ancient churoh.”

rubric of the Church of England re-
quired at the time the- P!qbyhnm
eame into power in Englasd and
formed their Direstory for public
worship. They changed it s0 as to
read that sprinkling wasnot only law-
ful, but sufficient; and ‘camried it by
the casting vote of the Moderator—no
one presuming to deny the lawfulness
of imniersion.

When wg¢ add.to these eopsidera-

| tions what we said in a prewious nym- .
\ that i . ! 3

by all as valid baptism—its will be
to impose an interpretation on any,
nor to tyranize over the censciences
of any. We insist on that which the
word of Godenjoins, sad which all
can accept without a. saarifice of con-
science.

2 It is ob]eetod that the creed
which we submit is too broad—it
‘will Tet in heretivs of wariews stripes,
and the church-will soom be loaded
down with.an intolesable burden of
error. _ :

To this we reply—

(1.) That: the question to be met is,
not Is this good peliey ¥ or what will
come of it 7—let such inquiries be put
when nothing more sacved than mere
expedients are in question; but—
Was this the primitive practice? Is
this what the apostles taught? It is

the %ospel and turning sinners to
Christ, the apostles knew and wore
detemnined to kmow nothing but
Christ and Him erueifled. It is equal-
ly ecertain that they received sinaers
to baptism npon their avowed fash in
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the
living God. Is it not impious cm our
pext to question the wisdom of Hea-

How dare we impose either deetrinal
or practieal barriers where tdey im-
posed none ?

(2) The human inventions by
which it has been sought to keep out
heresy and herctics, have not been
successful. They have made more
heresy than they have cused or pre-
vented, and in place of preventing the
increase of parties, have been the
fruitful sources of division. If some-
times they have kept out those
whe were unsound in faith, have they
also not kept out many whom Ged
would accept—kept them out because
they could not accept. the traditions of
men ! The practical result of human
tests is not seen in & united nor yet
ina pure church, but quite the re-
verse,

(3) If men are persuaded to love
and trust in Jesus as & Divine Savior,
they can readily be brought right
about all else. The normal develop-
ment of the love of Christ as a sover-
eign pewer in the soul will conquer
and annihilate errors much more
readily than the assertion of merely

to church dogmas. The early cen-
verts to Christianity had many er-
rors in possession, as is evident from
the New Tektament Kistory; but the
Apostles evidently trusted that they
would outgrow them as rapidly as
they advauced in the knowledge and

tho-undimubodinm
”lﬂilllihoydldlounkhlnpu.
them on others, or 8o long as these
mdidnot subvert their faith in
lwﬂ-l- were- jealous
that would move men's

Babylon as the fruits of their religi-

ous training, found! themselves in po--‘

7. Immersion was that whieh: the’

beyond eontrovessy that, in preaching .

ven's arrangements and ordinations ?

human authority or & formal assent '

lovs of Christ. They therefore  left
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