Mandatory, or Not.
© A short fime ago we heard some
statements which seemed someWhat
remarkable to us; they were made

-from a pulpit, to a large congregation,

in which there were a number of
preachers. .. . (o
The said statements were sub-
stantialy as follows :

1. There is no “shall” or “must”
in the Gospel. . '

2. That to be born again was mot

_ mandatory no more than a liters

birth was, and that neither the one
nor the other was commanded.
3. That neither faith, repentance,
nor baptism were commands, that they.
were not mandatory or imperative in
a positive or absolute semse.
Now, before we call in question the
correctness qf the above statements,
we will give a fow pril';:a.ry deBnitions
of.the terms used. 2
“Command™ is to order with

authority, to lay injuncfion updn, to

g direct, to bid.

“ Mandatory ” is containing & com-’
amand, preceptive, directive.”

“Imperative " is expressive of a
command, *éontaining. positive com-
mand, authoritatively ., or absolutely,
directive, -

“ Positive” 4s_baving a real posi-
tion, existgnge or energy, real, actual,
opposed to negative.

“ Absolute " is completed or regard-
ed as complete, finished, perfect total.

“ Shall” means primarily, to owe,
to bé under obligation for. ™

“« Must "'is, to be obligéd, to be ne-
cessitaléd, expressing both physical
and moral necessity, -

The above definitions ‘are in har-
mony with all standard lexicons.
The Seriptures assume and teach
that God is a universal governor, and
that he does govern the universe of
both mmtter and mind. ~ The Serip-
tures most clearly teach that God ad-
ministérs & moral government over
the: universe of moral, agents, A
‘moral government is a government
based upon a distinetion between
right and wrong. The Seriptures al-
ways assume that there is a distine-
tion between right and wrong, hence
the distinction between right and
wrong is dntecedent to moral govern-
ment.. Law is based upon right, not
right upon law, in the order of ante-
cedent and sequenee, law springs from
right, not right from law. Laws are
enficted to seeure -what is already
right, and to prevent what is already

“wrong, not to create right-and-wrong

awhich did not before exist. The
Scriptures assume and teach thatman
is & subject of God's moral govern-
ment, and that God is his rightful

mosal gosarnor._God's right to ad-

minister a moral government over
man, implies that man is his rightful

moral subjects. If we admit God's

. right to govern man, then we must

admit man’s obligation to obey. And
if we admit God's relatjon to the uni-
verse as creator and preserver, this
will involve his right to govern by
implieation, and man's relation to
God as ereated and lll}held lj}' him,

brings him within the divine Jjurisaic-
tion. Maan pos.esses those elements
essential to moral obligation and res-

ponsibility, this fact makes-him a sub-
Jeet of the moral law of God, the
principles of which-are anel
cternal, while mere positive enact-
ments and statv  forms may have
been done away, henee, the terms
“ghall " and .“ must” apply to“man
sioir, with all the moral force and
fecessity that thr-? ever did, for the
(}-r-[rt-] -I!-]lvlmﬂ.tinn does Bﬂ.t. super-
ecede or abate one, iota of the divine
claims upon man, nor of man's res-

ponsibility.and :.;-.--uu:ltahilit)' to Clod.
And as to the substance of the divine
elaims upussp.they are immutable,

inen, and will be, under all
it is true that the
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dis i" Nsaiuns,

mini<tiation of death written gpon (.J:f > )
ws & statute form, or | Constitute thé right. The

tablee of stone,
code, was doné aw'ay. Bﬂt this fact
does not prove tust man was thereby

of the Gospel dispensation said to

“ grace,” “ mevey,” ete.

tory and imperative.

datory.

commandmenty™

repent.” 4 G
Baptism is a command. Aets ii. 37,

3% “ What shall we do ?“ Repent and :
To the Glory of God.

‘be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ.” ~Acts x. 45:
“ And he commanded them to be bap-
tized in the name of the Lord,” In

“And he, trembling and astonished,
-said, Lord. what wilt thou have mé

mand of God
establishment of the wministration of|thing ¢

the Spirit which remaineth, has creat- | nothing right until the command was
ed an abatement of the diyine claims | issued, and no moral obligation beyond
upon humanity. The great founder |a knowledge of the command.

Nicodemus, “ Marvel not that I said | tign from God. from the creation, to
unto thee, ye must be born again” | the time of Moses, a period of almost
Here, Christ expresses a wmoval me-| 2500 years, yet God Teft not the
cessity, and as he drew his figure from | people without the means “of instruc-
nature there must be a corresponding | tion, nor without a sense Hf moral
physical necessity in a literal birth.|obligation. Cain had this sense of
For in a literal birth, if extraneous |moral obligation, for God told him |
eausés combine to prevent it, death|that if he did right he should be
supervenes as a consequence. And if | aecepted, and if not, sin lieth at the
a literal birth transpires according to | door. Sin isa transgression of law, and
physical law, and is essential % |God's moral law respects the conduct
physical life, wé “must conelude that | and character of responsible persons.
to be born in & Gospel sense transpires | Wo as rational responsible creatures,
according to the law of the spirit of | living urder the ministration of the
Now the foree of this cannot be set|the ministration of condemnation and
aside by any amount of metaphysical | death which was written on,_ tables of
subtlety ~or generalization about | stone, for our seise of “moral obliga- | you “ walk wort
tion, nor for the ground of our moral
- If the new birth is prevented by obligation. For that law of sfh and
willful disobedience, spiritual death is | death, with all its surrounding glory
the consequence™ Hence the language | and its every mandate was long ago
of Christ in Mark xvi. 16, * He that | Jone gy, It will not be a sufficient’
believeth and is baptized shall be|answer to say that those acts of
“Vﬁd, but he thlt‘bel_ieveﬂ! ot shall ob«ﬁmu gnjoinad in theé G“pel are
be damned.” This “shall” is manda- | not mandatory because we are under
o the mild dispensation of grace, and
Our belief on Jesns (..'-hl'igt- is man- thatthe pgml sanctions of thé u{n&ic
1 John iii. 23: “And this i8 | Jaw are no longer in force. For he
his command that we should bellgve that dﬂpiﬂﬂd the Jaw of Moses was
on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, | stoned to death. And Paul asks,
‘and love one another as he gave us |« How much sorer punishmestt shall
v he be thought worthy who - hath

Repentance is commanded. Aets | trodden under foot the
xvii. 80: “And the times of this| Now if he were stoned
ignorance Ciod winked at, but now|would be just the
"commandeth all men everywhere to penalty is greater, as a spikjtual death
' transcends a literal one.

) . : drink, or whate do, do all .t
the conversion of Saul, Acts ix. 6: tl:-::lg ;lo:y of (:“::?r N

created the right of the

There was no written law or mve!a:'

of God 7"
» death it
But the
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“ Whether thegefore ye eat, .or

1 Cor. x. 31. ;
“1 beseech, you, therefore, breth-

And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the city,and it shall

ren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacvifice, holy,

be told thee what thou must do.”
Now be it remembered that Saul was
commanrded to do something, and
whatever he may have suffered at
Damascus, and whatever gracious ex-

.and fit in themselves,

periences he may have received there,

is one thing, while what bhe was com- pleasing, and perfect.”

manded to do was anofher thing. For

in recounting his Christian conversion his name.”

and experience in  Acts xxii. 16,

Ananias said to him in a commanding | alive from the dead, and your mem-
way, “And now why tarcjest thou, |bers to God as instruments of right-
arise and be baptized, and wash away | eousness.” Rom. vi. 13

thy sins, ealling on the name of the
ld)rd.“ - »

savors of Judaism is to insist upon a

complete revolution in our teaching | placed him in a beautiful world where
which 1s enti.neiy without SCﬂ[ltl"’l-l was everyu"ng calculated to make
him happy. And it:would seem that
The fact that God has given us |his delight would be to praise, honor
eertain commands to obey is one|and serve his Creator.
thing, and the season why he has done | turned away to live in sin rather than
go is #gnother thing. There is abun- |holiness. . Then, after other means
dant evidence in the New Testament | bad failed to draw man's heart back
to show that “%e are commanded to [to him, our Heavenly Father g:‘p his
do certain things to be saved, and |only, his well beloved ‘Son, to suffer
there is evidé!]ce to show why we are and die for the sin of the world. No
; sacrifice was too great for him to
make to redeem us from sin. He has
ascertained will of God, as revesled to | done all that he can do to save us till
' we accept of that” And now he has
solute rule of duty. And we are not |8 perfect right to demand us and all
requirad to go ‘behihd the vecord of | that we have in return for his gift to
us. But that is not what he wants.

of our obligation to obey him. Not|Itis the free service of love, joined |
but what there are ressons why God | With holy fear alone that is accept-
has. commanded what hé has. And |sble with bim.
ng cannot touch and win our henrtsi_

be found to be, that the things com- there we are lost indeed. ' |

warrant or authority.

thus commanded te do them.
"1t is plain to our mind that the

us in the New Testament, ‘is our ab-

God's eommands to settle the question

when aseertained, those reasons will

manded are o moral good, are !ig!ll,

the temp#® of the Holy Spirit, who is your tongue to his glory. Words of
‘ |y whom ye-tave fromGod;and p_rlm:n—:n;%lbr man, sym-
things as commands for the last half | ye are not your own!?
century. Asil now. to set up the [bought with a price; therefore glorify
claim, and’ aver, that such teaching | God in your body.”

well pleasing to God, which is your
rational service. And be mot con-
Jormed to this world; but be trans-
Jormed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may discern what is
the will of God, the geod, and awell
Rom. xii. 1,2.

“(ive unto the Lord the glory due
Ps. xzir. 2.

“Yield yourselves to God, as being

“KnoW ve not that your body is

For ye are

1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.
The Lord God ereated man and

But no, he

1all he has dote for

ed there could be |« Be all our hearts and all onr days

- Devoted to our Savior's praise ;
And let our glad obedienca prove
How much we owe—how much we

lTove." i3 .

" Let us “erucily our flesh with the

lusts thereof,” and “ presént our bodies,
a living sacrifice to God.”

Are we ready to say and act there-
on? " % G0 "

“ The dearest ido] I have known

Whate're that idol be,

Help gge tg tear it from thy throne,

~And w _/Iiip only thee ?”

You have now promised to do all
you' can to “give unto the Lord the
glory due his name.” Now you are
not your ewn. “¥ou are bought
‘with a priee.” Therefore glorify” God
in ydur bodies.” Not but what you
were bought just the same before you
acknowledge it, but now. that you
have acknowledged it, see to it that

lﬁjﬂ_.uf the ecalling with
which ye were called.””

Now to what are .wo called? "We
are “ called to peace ;* we.are “ called
to be saints.” ‘God hath “ecalled us

“ufito the fedowship of his Son®Jesus

Christ our Lord” Yes we are called
to be children of the Most High God.
Be careful now to bring not shame on
that glorious ealling, but instead
glosy. How shall you do that ? The
Lord hath answered, “ Yield your-
selves to (God, as alive from the dead,
and your tnembers as instruments of
righteovsness: S
The Lord has given you & mind.
Now how can you use that to his
glory 7 Paul tells you in the fourth
chapter of Phil. eighth verse: “ What-
ever things are {rue, whatever things
are honorable, whatever .things are
Jjust, whatever things are pure, what-
ever things are fovely, whatever things
are of good rveport, if there be any
virtue, and il there be any -yraise,
think on these things” - Give your
mind to the good, the true, the beau-
tiful, the ennobling and holy things.
This is using your mind to the glory

only consecrate” our - thoughts to
God's glory! and, think, brother,
sister, this is but onr reasonable ser-
vice. S
Now ,what is the work of that
“little member” the tongue? which
has been so quick to speak evil
things; which has spoken so many
foollsh, vainand wicked words. How
can we use it as an “ instrument of |
righteousness 7 “ Out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth,” Jesus said. Get your hearts
filled with the love of God and you
need never study long how to use

jead. on the “ bread of life” and drink

from the “fountain of life” freely.
Of temporal food we must eat temper-

ately and thankfully, but there is no_

cloying on this heavenly food. :

Thert when you have feasted and
drank till your souls are satisfied, for
alittle time, remember that.  freely
yo have. received, freely give” Let
your feet carry you on errands of love
and merey to the homes of widow and
orpban, the sick and afflicted ; and let-

] your hands clasp, with warm love,

those of the poor, friendless and alone,
ministering tenderly- to their wants,
while your tongue is cheering theiv
hearts with werds from your own,
which is overflowing with love. |

At home let your minds be busy"
studying Yw to help mother and

tather, sister and brother, while your °*

swift and willing bands “bear their .

burdens,” and your quick feet lighten
their work, while you speak none but
loving helpful words. *
Wherever _you are, at heme 'of
abroad, at school or in the store, in
the kitchen or shop; with the “pen,
plow or needle, let all your work be
done with an eye single to the glory
of God. Thus yielding ourselves.
vessels “for the Master's use made
meet,” discerning “the will of God,
the good and well-pleasing, and per-
feet,” and walking therein, we will
grow up “to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fulness
of Chrisgt.” .Then when he comes to
“make up his jewels” you will be

among that blessed throng wko in-

habit the “ new earth wherein dwells
righteousness,” where all is joy, and
praise and giving of glory to God
forever and uver,

© Lizzik Euy.
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The Power of Enjoyment.

i‘umpsmtivel'):? people‘ possmr
uniformly cheerful dispositions. Most
of us have our sad hodvrs and moods,
But whatever his disposition, a man is
bound by the law of his own being,

Itivate the virtue of cheerfulness
3 Ll ot
[ha unu;‘}‘_ﬂnd constantly. He has,
no more right to injure his neighbor's
happiness than to interfere with his
pecuniary property, and he ean not in-
dulge in venting ill-humor or spleen,
with gloomy forebodings or complaints,
or even carrying a sad, sour, frowning
visage without sensibly diminishing
the: enjoyment or comfort of” others,
and thus infringing on their rights.
Auy individual who has tried to do so
can win_himself from despondency and
surliness,  The power of enjoyment is
in itself a faculty eapable of improve-
ment, and as practice always embraces
po i

of God. O, what a glorious ‘band of | and by those of his social féThtiond, to
('hristians we would be if we would ll""

pathetie, hopelul, helpful, cheering,
earnest, sculful words will fall almost
involuntarily from that tongue which
has tasted of the riches of the Father's
love.

And those feet that have been
“ swilt to shed blood " (Do not start
and ery “No, I never shed man’s
blood " for so-long as you refused to
become a disciple of Jesus, you
“erucified the Lord agaid,”) shall
they not now become the “ beautiful
feet of them that presely the Gospel of |
peace, and bring the glad tidings¢of
good things 1A How often have they

carried your body about until tired |

and sore, in the service of Satan. Let
them “run and not grow weary”
now in the loving service of God,
And your hands—how are they to
become “instruments of righteous-
ness " How ean you use them to the
glory of Gud? O, think, think a
mowent e yourselves how maay and

But many of ns who bhave heard |

variod are the wiys in which those
tands ean work for God. These aml
bat a few hints to_sel.yon thinking.
“Herein is my Father plorifled, that

Theebn_l'nlﬂ ds | that story of love havs aceepted Jesus ' yé hear winel fruit” The * fruit of
God aro Pight ; but they do_not |as cur Savior, and professed to take | the spirit " which &% Jove, Joy, peace
up our erass and follow him. Now, lang-mlﬁ;riﬁg, g

of Giod may declare of—m';d what is have wo.in deed snd truth tlrnod our | faith, mecknens, temperance,” ;
right, but whgt is right was such be- backs to the world and set our faces | -Now;my brothet, my sister, would

fore it was commanded. -1f the com-| Zipnward ! Have we traly left all to

iy .

kindnese, goodness, ‘,"ﬂ

you live to the glery of God ¢ - Then

habit of enjoyment. It is not true
that the sources of pleasure are few
and rare, but it iwsadly true that we
pass them unnoticed. We crave the
excitement of polities or fashionable
life, and forget the world of innocent
enjoyment that we trample under foot,
Nature and art offer their treasures in
vain, the loveliness of ehildhood, the at-
tractions of home, the real satisfaction
of honest labor, the simple pleasure of
little things, all plead for utterance.
but we repulse them. How can we
possess a cheerful spirit and a glad
heart when we scornfully despise our

simple * pleasupos? — Evory - innooent

means of happiness should be wel-
comed, and gloomy thoughts persist-
ently banished —ZE.e,
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Consumption Cured.

—

An old physician’ retired from practice

India missionary the formula of a simple
vegetahls remady, for the speedy and per-
nsnent curs for consumption, bronshitis,
catarch, asthuis, and all theost hud lung
alfections, ulso s psitive and radiosl onre
for nervous debility pnd all nervons com--
plaats, adior having testved s wonderful
outakive powers in thomisnds of cases, bhas

Bolt it bis duty 0. make it kuown to his -

suffering follows.
tive, and & desire fo 1

having had plased in bis hands by an Bast
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