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I1: We notice the Influence of the
School in the Development of Christian
Character. ~ 3 :

The Christian life is pne of growth,
one of developomrent. We are com-
manded to grow in grace amd in the |
knowledge of the truth.

The young convert- is eompared to
a “new born babe who desires the
sincere milk of the word, that he may
grow thereby.” It is a well known
fact that many come inte the church
who seemingly never make any ad-
vancement in the divime life, theyl
plad along, but they are always babes |
who need to be fed on milk. Instead
of being built up in their most hely |
faith, their zeal increased ‘and their

zeal for the salvation of souls It
must be fed on thal .spiritgal food
which is found in the worship of the
Lord's house. No child of God ever

church, who did not become a con-
stant  attendant upon the serviee of
the Lord's house. . Those who mgyer
form this habit generally die in in-
fancy. .

But in addition to all this, in order
to the development of Christian
«character there must be something to

ercise, if it is ever fully developed:
If “ poverty is the mother of “inven-
tion,” '“idleness is the father of
erime” “If yon ask me (says
Lavater) which is the real hereditary
sin of human nature, [ shall say in-

hope made strong, they dnft off imto
the cold and lifeless state of indiffer-

dolence. He who conquers indolence,
will conquer all the rés®’ . The Turks

entism, and it would take a telescppe | have a proverb, “ That a busy man is

larger than that of Prof. Ross to |
locate the exact positien of all such; |
in the spiritual heavens, One-third
of those whe ave brought into the

troubled with one devil, but an idle
man with a thousand” No child of
God can long hold out under the con-
stant loss of spiritual life which never

chieeh is lost by desertion, amother
third is unavailable, being cons&utly
afflicted with indifferentism. The
church views this state of affaire with
a sad heart, and the question . is con-
tinually asked, how can we heal the.
melady, and what remediés tan- be
applied” to prevent the com.ag'ioual,
disease. ’ i
Before we attempt to apply .a
remedy, we.ought to try to under: |
stand the nature of the disease and
the causes which produge ite ’
Many have urged that thé lifeless
condition of so many .]Il'\rrl."iht!f..l chureh |
members and the open apostacy of |

others, are the results of & failure in |
t'llli’l']‘rsi.ll'l'l; that such persons were |

i % |
never truly converted to God and fo |

Christ; that they were brought into |

ceases to flow through the channel of | ‘bntmrr'wﬂ?—‘brmy-mm.—mn—'f‘“’-m "

‘there is much to eneourage our héarts |

idleness. “ Of what did your brother
die,” said Spinoza- to Sir Horrace
Vere.” “He died,” replied he, “ Of
nothing to do.”- “ Alas " said Spinoza,
“That is enough _to kill any general
of us.” -

If you would keep -the mind pure,
it. must be constantly engaged in
shings which are spititual ; ,and with
the mind kept pure the ebnduct will

\also ‘be piire, for Cowper_ has truly

-

said that : _ 3
“The niind and conduet mutnally imprint
And_ stamp their image in each others
hint,” .~ e E
-1 need not call your attention to
the fact that in the Sanday school we

have all these essential cur_uliti;;nn of
spiritual growth and development,

become. a full grown man in the

do. The child of God must have exs

do way out in that féfsaken region?”
I said, “ Start & Sunday school” He
resolved to try; and not very-long
ago he wrote me a letter in which he
sald, “ Bro. Ware, there "are just 29
children in the neighborhood, and 24
of them were at Sunday school last

all sugar plums_to me;.pray for us,
and pray for me that I may be able to
teach These children and o more for
Christ” Thus we see what a mighty
power and influence there is in this
work to develop the Christian life and

Finally, fellow workers and toilers
in the Sunday school army, let us not
grow weary in the good work. In
the language of one of our ‘fallen
Lheroes : “It is a grand thing to rally
he people to the, cross of Christ.”
hose were the last words of the

the din of the fight, with the armor
on; who was found with his finger
pointing to that fadeless grown, the
reward of his faithful labors, and

memories by the sweetness of his
‘song. y ¢
" There ‘have been many trials and

many difficulties to impede our pro-
| gress in California. I have no doubt

and -cause us to continue to work
with renewed emergy and renéwed

Nine years ago we met in our first
State Sunday School Convention,

There were few churches in the
State that bad. Sunday schools, and
those that we had were next to no-
thing in efficiency. There was little
or na interest manifested in the work

{ by the churches generally. In some
fjuarters it was denounced as an inno- .

“vation, in others it was looked- upon
| as a work suited to little preachers
'and weak minded women. But we
witness a great change in these par-
| ticulars if we look at the present.
| There arefew, if any, churches in the

the church by iinproper motives and | and every member of the ‘Church 0“ State which have not a Sunday

il‘l”lli'lllf';ﬂ# Fhat this view I8 true of [ ( 'hrist, who is _a.i-le to I].M.Clli], from ’30‘100'-
some | have no doubt, but I think the | the gray headed fathers and mothers | upon as sure indication of decay and
. |in Israel to the youngest convert, | death, '
showld oceupy their place regularly in |

number is comparatively small.

The diffieulty, with a great mgjority |
of all sueh, 1 conceive to “be, not in |
their (-rum'ﬂ‘.-leinn, but in their ~.uhsc-]|
quent life; not in the formation “[i
their Christian character, but in the |

subsequent development of it. Am I |
right in saying that the ehureh in the |
past has not given this subjeet the |
careful consideration that its—impor-
tance demands 7 The same Jesus who

said, “ Go, disciple the nations” also |
said, “Teach them to observd all
things whatsoever 1 have said unto
you" The same apestle who said,
:f Repent, and be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins " said, “ Add to vour faith virtue,
knowledge and temperance.”

Thus we see that “the new-born
babe in the Chureh of Christ must be
nourished and eared for, its spiritual
life must be strengthened and de-
veloped into perfeet manhood. Hew
can we best aceomplish this? Theve
are eertain conditions essential to the
development of all orgamic life, the
most important of which are light,
heat, nourishing food and erercise,
The absence of any one of these con-
ditions will result in an imperfect
development. Mapy of our most
*beautiful flowers in California would
soon lose their beauty and fragrance
if trapsplanted in a colder climate.
The stoutest of plants will sicken and
die if shut out from the rays of the
sun, and the most healthfu) ehild will
pine away and die, if no opportunity
of sufficient exercise is provided.

What is true of the physical organ-
izatiorf is equally tiue of the spiritual.
The light of God’s holy truth must
continue to shine in upon the soul, if

ment. “The entrance:of thy word
giveth light,” said David, and “1 am
the true light (said Jesus) that light-
oth every man that cometh into the

the Bible schoel. + There the precious
lamp of truth ..is"c(mstantly burning,
and there it is,. £ ! ‘
** When bold‘inquiry diving out of sight,
‘Brings many a precious pearl of truth to
lighti" i

It is theré that the soul can feast
on the bread of life, and drink at the
fountain of joy in song. *It is there
that we are, brother, right in contact

| with the -burning flame of love and’

zeal, which "warms into life every
thing that comes under its influence.
There is an atmosphere surrounding
the Sunday school that will thew out
the coldest heart, when brought within
its influence ; and dead, indeed, and
doubly dead must be that child of
God who can not be restored to life
when brought in contaet ‘with its
quickening power. The observing
preacher who has thought on this
question and studied the best methods
of awakening an interest in those who
liave grown cold and lukewarm in the
faith, has not failed to notice the
changes for the better, which are often
effected by enlisting such parties in
the SBunday school work. Time would
fail me to mention the many instances
which have come under my own ob-
servation. I just now think ofa good
brother who had become eold and in-
different, seldom attended the meet-
ings of the Lord’s house. After earnest
and repeated solicitations, he finall
consented to take a class in the Sun.
day sehool ; from that day there was
a changé in that man’s religious life.
He continued to grow in zeal and
knowledge, till to-day he is onfe of the
best workers in the church.

Another good brother who was
never very zealous in the cause,
chanced to move into a neighborhgod

eges, in conversation with him on the

world” .

. . L3

train, one day, he said, * What can 1

Those ~that we bhave are
ter. . The churches demand of their

in this work. The spirituality of the

of building up the churches are rapidly

bishops to labor in word and doetrine
in pulpit, and from house to house
Many Idving hearts have found a
place to work in the Master’s vinyard
who before had stood idle all the day
long. Many have begn transferred
from our ranks into the chureh of the
living God, where they are doing good
service as soldiers of the ecross. Fol-
lowing the example of the Great
Teacher let us continue to sowsthe
good seed of the kingdom, remember-
ing that “he that soweth in tears
shall reap in joy,” and “ he that goeth
forth and weeping bearing precious
seed, be shall come rejoicing bringing
in the sheaves™ But let i never for-
get that the influence of our efforts for
good depends upon the character of
the seed we sow both in precept and
example.

For pain or_for pleasure, for weal or
woe, &
The law of our being is, 88 We Sow
We try to evade it, but.do vibat we will,
Our 1]:51-. like our shadows, will fullow us

Bowing the seed by our. word and our I.
W kﬁwpmthobmhnn; oy

y Bovi::olhe seed till the truth is made

“n
The barvest is sure, and we reap as we've
sown. -

Let us ever try to engrave in the
minds and the hearts of the children
the character of the LorJ Jesus Christ.

squares not traly with the
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There seems to be a strong effort
put forth, in this enlightened age of
our world, to array science against
religion. The two cannot conflict

ves instead of with each other;
that what we eall the surname is
‘written first, aad the other name
afterward ; that they whiten their
shoes instead of blacking them ; that
a coffins a very acceptable present to

whose dear name is enshrined in’ our,

To be without one is looked |

generally of the most efficient charae- |

preachers that they take some interest |

giving away to the better and more iod of all spirits—of all minds. The Chiva proper, will tell
Seri A : | laws of matter and those- of spirit are 7
Seriptural idea of settled pastors or |

{ different from each other; yet each is

emlthlilulm&-h lﬂ
where there were no religious privil- '.l;'b:"n" - lﬂu

with each other. God is the author of a rich parent in good health ; that in

Sunday, and I tell you that they are-| Poth. Ourlack of understanding in |y = “o0 they sail and pull their

mh, is t.he main cause of l'.h'c seemlng heelbarrows i lace of merel ush-
contradictions botween them. Some i:go:hem; u:dmtlf.t' .,1‘1) L‘hinuyép B
assert that the Seriptares ‘contain the | ioeiicki 64 into the candle instéad of
Snole Of,'-ﬂmp“.' "flle others assert | the candle fitting into the candlestick,.
that they co.ntaln biography, hu;t.ol:y and s0.on. Finally, it is no uncom-
"‘_d. “'d‘t_“’_“ of God' to man in |00 matter for s man to court two or
things pertaining to salvation. There | more young ladies at once, and, what
is nothing in the Secriptures deroga- | is more, marry them.

to.ry t.o mml_“ advanoen_mnl_:s - .all The present royal family of China
scientific knowledge. The (.'-hm_tu.n_ embraces the trifling number of some
philosopher is “the consistent man.|c\. @ oneand souls. - OF course this.
Hany'[nrsons' make Moses say, in his | ./ easily accounted for, if it be reeol-
five books, what he never said. And | leoted that most Chinese emperors
the apparent_Jewish ehronology does have wives by the score, and conse-

lamented Knowles Shaw, who fall in |0t seem to accord with the infirm- quently the number of aunts, uncles,

ness drawn from geological.discoveqiés cousins, and comsins ever so many
in modern times*~And astronomical | ..o removed, owned by each em-
discoveries seems to point to the fact peror, make \“l; a rather startling
that the heavenly orbs, existed for, figare. But of course mobody eould
perbaps, millions of ages before our be expeeted ‘to love 'fOrty thqusand
own planet assumed its ,present form. cousids ; 50 by Chinese law (or cus-
And some assume that matter is éter- | Son) ‘“' ez on dhe empemr:s P
nal, and never had a beginning, nor | .o o somewhere about the ex-
will ever havesan erd. Matter may isting generation of first cousins. Still,

have existed in S e!tfmentary form ., the odd thirty-nine thousand seven
s _of ‘millions of ages, yet . o

that does not argue‘that it is self-exis-
tent. .

Moses speaks of days id the crca-’
tion; but we assume that the days of
creation were ineffable periods of
duration. God was in the beginning,
and was before all things, and by him
A_lnhings exist. There 1s, therefore,
no self-existent, unéreated, eternal

royal blood, a large proportion of them
receive about a dollar a month from
the public treasury, and if within a
certain degree of relationship are en-
titled to wear a yellow girdle. This,
however, does ot in' the least inter-
fere with their honestly earning their
bread, and the mess eoolic ind the
being or ihing but God. He is the f";ﬁ?om‘f:d“ﬂzﬁn? '::g‘::;"
God. of- nature nnfl of grace, ll.md mnreo'\'er, 40" wesr 1 dond 'know w-lfa—t'
8 matter hirmonive fogether, though T iy ool ths40n of his very dilapid-
they seem to be essentially different ated old hat- ANl members of this-
from each other. The essential pro- imperial. clan, however, if they. get
perties of matter ae as 'm_)‘att’rinu‘s 80 [ Serv Tittle in the way (:I: pennio:hf\rv
us as those of mind. - We cannot fully one great advantage—they can not be .

um'lersl.nnd either of them. We-can teled before 'sn ordinary emrt. A
Jbelieve facts, though we may mot un- |

! X | special “tribunal exists to try  them
! ' a 3 fod | X S :
derstand how ‘t.hum. things are. God and it was stated-in a tolerably recent—
—the great mind- ‘pervades all space i

: Pekin Gazette that its members
—all matter; and must, of necessity, " rs got a

terrible wigging for letti some

' be everywhere present at the shme the e-rpe?-gr'sg :':aln:irt::g 0;:: l:uu?:

i umn:wn!. o - offense they had committéd, So much

| We speak of the lawa of ‘nature, for royal cousing in China. But th

| a8 though God ruled by them, as men la.dicrs- of the p;la.km éﬁ'urd. the lumf :
-r::u l? e‘:;hly :':r‘f‘:l }A l“;]—, '; % | eurinis paradox to foreigners, who
Lrule of action or L% igher oy

| ST PP Y & highe | forget that the Chinese are not the

churches have been greatly inereased. | PO%°" l'?lraa]p-.clhc Eurpouei (-m!-w only people who make a great dis-
The old protracted meeting methods | ementialy & lay-mekyr, dnd en eze-

5 _ | tinction between profession and wrac-
And he is also the tice. An nrdinfly (L‘hinaum‘nl. in
you that
women are decidedly inferior beings ;
and-as to their baving souls, pooh-
poobs the idea outright. But if you
remark that the whole government of
the country has for the last eighteen
years {with a short interval) been car-
ried on by two ladies—the ewmperor’s
mother and the empress dowager, two
of the cleverest women now alive in
China or any other country—he-
calmly remarks that perhaps they are
ditfcrent from other folk ; and he will  ~
not at all adwit that the average
in China. . | Chinawoman can possibly " possess-
At okl writes Sells & et Ching o _brumorsenfe. Ituof-nouupomt-
& touatry * whise A0 goows Save %o ing out to.hlm tb&t Chinese
abounds with heroines, and that cases

scent, and the women no petticoats ; . .
where the laborer has no Sabbath day ;‘;"::'.wﬁ;k- ubihz. i:ndim::i:!e

of and the magistrate no sense of

hon':': where the roads have no car- ‘Id{“‘.‘“"'". even st the present day-
riages, and the ships have no kegls; _;‘mtfn;u’w the subject.
where the needle points to the south, | 1 Per’s Weekdy,
the place of honor is on the left hand, i it :
and the seat of intelléct is supposed to | —The German Proverb “If T rest,
lie in the stomach ; where it is rade to | | Tust,” applies to many things beside
take off your hat, and to wear white | the Key. If Water rests it stagnates,
clothes is to go into mourning;” and | If the Tree rests, it dies—for its
he asks whether in such a country | Winter-state is only a half-rest, #If
one can

cutor of his laws.

of God, and cannot conflict with each
other. To say that science, which
treats of matter and ‘its properfies,
conflicts with: religion, or the laws
that govern it, is te say that God is in
confliet with himself. Ifall scientists
were men of God; and were careful to
trace out the discoveries of seience
with revelation, manEind would be

bettered.
Davip NEwsoME.

. e —

ished to find “ a licer- | the eye rests, it grows dim and blind,
ature without an alpbabet,” and “a|Ifthe Arm rests, it woakens, If the
language without & grammar.” Now | Langs rest, we cease to breathe, If
this deseription, though not exactly thoHu:rt resis, we die! What is
accurate, is not altogether wide of the | true Living but Loving? And what
(ark, and, indeed, & much longer list l‘h'inl-h‘mgn_thiﬁk_uﬂ
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