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State Meeting, and in connection with
it a “ Preachers’ Institute.”

Possibly many of eur brethren and
sisters have not very closely studied
thesé matters. Possibly they may not
be fully posted concerning them, their

dangers, their good and evil effects,*

-and what each one ‘shon_lf.l do—for
every Christian is deeply interested
in these proposed meetings. Henece |
send for ~publication the following

as the practice and discipline of the
Chureh. And this disposition to usurp
power and transcend the Ilivine.
teaching is especinlly strong when the
['to be, a very de:

end i, or is guppos

.sirable one; and although t-xpr(--.-lyl
condemned by an apostle, we are yet
much inclimed to thaik, or to act, as if
we thought, “the end justified the
means.”, -

DEPARTURES.

And then wen are so apt 4o depart
from the faith, (ana ‘of this we have
express warning) that it requires great

p wa.tchmnma to avoid overstepping
the limits of the Divine teaching.
Somie of the departures are doubtless
intentionally made ; butmany of them
pass good men wmnoticed.. They are

ustally, in theirr beginnings, SMALL,|"

‘and not paLpABLE ; and would be op-
posed by many, if szen.  But although
each is small it is a departure—it is
one step, and is like erossing the Ru-
bicon by Cibsar;—the fall of Rome
was the consequence. The crossing
the line unfenced betweer™ two landed
proprietors is a small thing; but by
so doing, the party leaves his own and

although goirg but and inch beyond
"he is as mueh a ‘trespasser, as if he
.had gone a miler When once the
horse passes the inclosure surrounding
his pasture; he i§ then ovT siDE and

that said; Do not commit adultery,
said also : Do not kill.© Now if thou
commit no adultery, yet if thou kill,
thou art beeome a transgressor of the

, ery “ transgtession " or “ going beyond”

is to be punished as. WELL as disobe-
dience. TS e
© AMBITION,

And again, ambitious and influen-

tial men will have a place in these

to determ'ne whether in a given-case,
to act religionsly. The Apostle Paul,

ter by acting, nor worse by not acting,

then we should not act, _
EVANGELISTS.

And here I must mention the theo-

ry that every preacher is an evangelist,

with all the powers of Timothy or Ti-

-

in 1 Cor. viii. 8, has given usa ruleg
e which in prineiple I think applicable
law:" * James ii. 10, 11;—And s0-ev-| i7 this connection If we arp not bet-

palpablé to require more than the
statément, :
_ __ _THEIR ACTION.
I do not-remember any committee
action, that ever did eithir ol the par-
ties to the trouble, or the facts in the

‘| case, justice; nor am I sure that T

now distinetly remember any such
tribunal that ever fried to do exact
Justice. Their purpose would seem,
sometime to be to destroy one of the

of Christianity. She is the working
womhan, and an old maid. She is usu-
ally a teacher, but may be found in:

nora wrinkle in her calm forehead.

looks, yet when ghe frankly tells her
age ber hearer thinks she. has, unwo-

spring of the strength and tenderness 3

other walks of life. Her eye is bright .-
her complexion rosy, not a gray hair,

Her years cannot be guessed from her

ceed their powers, here is aTjositive
évil, and one very difficult; if not im-
possible to remedy. .

has |

Church, and that hence he |

more power. This fact only shows he
is their crealure, and not, their creator
and that his powers, thus obtained, are

Excess of authority and usurpation  only such as they can give; but they
are revolutionary acts, and revolutions | cannot give what they have not. One
it is said “ never turn back.” Strerigth congregation has.no power to regulate
may and almost certainly “will usurp, | or interfere with another. If he is
but scarcely ever relinquishes power. | gent, it is to preach the Gospel ; and is

* -
RELINQUISH POWER

greater evil than the one it proposes | and wives to ¥ the dear friend of
to settle, because invariably it makes | their youth, and call their daughters
the case in hand worse ; and becaunse | t:y_ her dear name, and pray God the
it is a nsurpation of authority—it has | lf"t]“ ones may grow in her sweet
neither the divine sanction nor the likeness. 11 she has, or has had a sor-
consent “ of the parties; - and such | ToW, God only knows it; you and I
usurpation is an evil precedent that |can only suspect.it from a dreamy, far
encourages any other usurpation which | 8Way look in her eyes, toming some-
the folly of inan may suppose necessa- | times when in a‘midst of very happy -
ry. '- people. Her heart is onen to every

After transeending rightful authori-
ty, the body is much more likely to
take fiwo more steps forward than one
backward. ;

Now this is reason, it is history,
which is accumulated experience ; and
is equally true of both civil, ‘and reli-
gious government.

ACT OR XOT.
It is certainly. safer pot to do what |
you might possibly rightfully do, than ‘
to do what, with equal possibility may
be wrongfully dofie. For the man

ly, doubting, is damned, because he
does it not in faith ; “ for whatsoever
is not of faith is sin,” Rom. xiv. 23. If
we are not in duty bound to act, and
if it be doubtful whether the Diving
Law pefmits it, then it is safer not to
act ; for if, in such case, we do not act
we do no wrong, but if we do act, we
may do wrong. The doubt should re-
sult in non-action ; and for addisonal
reason that the good. Lord has thor-
oughly furnished us unto every guod
word and work ; and has given us o
perfect rule of faith and practice.

this is doubtless what the apostle

. [ :
i st i may b, ot i, ot el i o o

not, and eould not now be to discipline

Churches, :
There is no safety for the cause of

Christ, except in strict accountability
to the congregation, of both preachers
and private members. And even un-
der such aceountability, bad preachers
have almost ruined the cause in many
localities. : s

I cannot adequately express my
fears, of this doctrine of the irrespon-
sibility of preachers. I think it will
result in great evil, and should be

tion neither knew nor taught any such
thing. It is a departure from the old
land marks, and prothises only evil.
CHURCH TROUBLES AND COMMITTEES,
Are a source. of much confusion and
evil. Committees for the settlement
of differences between brethren, are
now very common and popular. They
are often self-consfituted, assuming to
rise up and call the parties before
them ; but more frequently they are
called into existence by the agency,

If we may go an inch beyond the
Divine hing, express or implied,
we may gé anywhere—everywhere—

there is no limit,
' C. H. HixiNa.

i Pricking Folly.

One of. the Hebrew proverbs says,
“ Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in Kis own conveit.”
The late Bishop Ames once obeyed
this suggestion : -

While presiding over a certain Con-
ferente inthe West, a member began
a tirade against universities, educa-
tion, ete, and’ thanked God that he
had never heen corrupted by contact
with a college.  After procseding thus
for a few minates, the Bishop inter-
rupted him with the quastion,—

“Do I understand that the Yrother.
thanks God for Lis ignorance 7" ;

“ Well, yes,” was the answer; “ you
“can put it in that way. if you want
h”

Bishop, in his sweet, ‘musical tam
' !

‘direct or indireet,;of one only of the

Where this does not lead us, we. cannot

parties; frequently without the con-

“ix, that the brother has a zveat
to thank Gud for,” £

'i‘.b'

“ Well, all' T have to say,” said the |

human ery, her hand ready for every
good work, her mind alive to every
step of progress, and her soul on the
alert for every revelation of God's
will. She deserves to be canonized,
and doubtless would have been in an

carlier day. But she founds no orders

builds no convents, does not shut her—
self in a narrow cell, vibrating between
states of exalted ecestacy and ascetic ’
humility. She Jives & strong, health-
ful, beautiful life in the midst of the
working-day waorld,

0 you know her?  She is the*
New Type—the antipode of the drefid-
ed old waid of former years—who has
prepared a highway for thousands of
goed women, and to whom the thou-
sands following look with thankful-

ness, each whispering in her heart, ~ -

** Me, too, thy noblenss has taught

| To master my despair ;

The fountuins of my hidden thought  *
b __ —Preshytevian.
0y - e et
;Rom::ﬂ:u says that & wo-
AL who is t to be a poorman’s
wifo is not it to be any man's wife.

—




