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A New Aspect of ﬁétural Selac-
tion. .

¢ BYPROF. BORDEX P. BOWNE,

The survival of the fittest is the
great key which, in the hands of our
————advaneed - seientists has, unlocked so

- | ory they express the conditions of sur-
/| vival.

the pnnelple ‘of natural selection as
applied to mind. It creates, therefore
a feeling of surprise and concern that

1 should so often reject all the general
beliefs of the race as totally baseless’;
whereas, on their theory, a general be-
lief has the highest posslble warrant,
For example, the belief in theism and
future retribution are common to man-
kind. By the assumptions of the the-

They are then adjusted to
reality, and we may adopt them with
unhesitating assurance. But, oddly

those who. appeal (to the principle f(

| ends in_all, there cany be: little doubt

ism) despair, and self-abandonment.
As between two tribes, ome of which
holds te the christian conceptmn of
God and the future life, and the other
holds that matter is alland that death

that Tife will take on higher and more
stable forms in the former . case than
in the latter. There will be a higher
estimate of man and his rights, and
hence grea.ter philanthropy aml benev-
olence in genarn.l Life, too, will Tose
the horrid irony, which it always has
to a thoughtful mind, when death is
supposed to end all. The good will

enough, thisimplication -of their view

perennidl beliefs of the race ase subpd- |
cious on that account if the theory be
_true ill- n.d_lu‘sted beliefs eannot sur-
vive, *

we wish to ‘propose and consider the
following problem ; given natural se-
lection as a universal principal i,
mind to determine the faith of the fu-
ture. 1t is plain, if the race is to can-
tinue, then beliefs whith lower dnd
enfeeble__gither individual or soeial

never oceurs to the speculators ; and | ment to right action in their belief,
they even at ‘times declare that the 'n.nd the bad will find the highest pos-

But passing by this 1“‘»“’““"‘“""}'» | er, hence adjustment, and Kenee truth.

|for a time without these belu:fu. it

find the highest poSsible encourage-

sible discouragement in it. Thus the
_richer and fuller life must go with the
' broader hope and. the richer faith.
| But this means survival for the form-

It means also non-survival for the lat-
ter, hence non adjustment, and hence
untruth.  Even if we should allow
that right action might be maintained

must be allowed that when purely

l'mlr]" they are powerful adjuncts of )

many of the mysteries of mind and or-
ganization. Mr. Darwin has fumiliar-
_ized us with it in its application to or-
" ganisins, and M. ".»pencer has empha-

. pized ifs significance in ]wyctlolog) '

The latter hrb. built up an entire vys-
tem of mental scicnee on this concep-
tion. . Mind itself he views as an ad-
jutstmt_nt of inner
* relations, and those

thoughtseare ad- 4

life must finally be eliminated; and
those beliefs on the other hand, which
lead to mgre and fuller life for both
the indiv.z:ml and society must gain,

. . - |
there is no truth, or certain conelusions |

follow which he has not drawn.

mortality, and retribution eould never |
bave arisen if mal.adjusted ; and as |

| well-adjusted they have the only mark

of truthrpossible on the theory. Again
if the principle be true, then™those |

beliefs which lead to the richest nndlm" influences of travel; but it must

fullest personal and social life must, in
the long run, eliminate all others.
Thus natural seleetion peints to ('hris-
ture. It clearly points to the dying
destiny which are held by ‘advanced
science. - Who would have thought it |
But logic. is great and must prevail.
For all who may be inelinéd to quarrel
mth the conelusions, we restate thd ¢
problem: Given natural selection as
the determining principle of belief,.to
find the faith of the future. .We com-
mend it to all Spencerians as a profit-
able subject for relif Lt.lul’l —The Ande-
pei'hh,'n.t z
—-—-4-&4—-—--

Sunsets.

w

_This is the way the new editor of

Th'&i' Highest dall), 80°, ~on the 2Gth.
, on the 4th, ¥,

general beliefs of the race in God, Jm- | Lowest daily,

|

tianity as the probable faithwof the fu- |

out of all.the theories of man and his |

temperature for the month 63 63",

T. PEARCE,
" Eola, Or., Aug. 2, 1880, i

———————
Cornee It is all very well to talk abont
| the nnlnmt.n. res of travel—the cultur-

{ ba borne in mind that to travel.s.one
[ thing, and to gain the advantages of
travel is quife another. The “tramp”
is a great traveler; but the advantag-
os of travel, to'a tramp, in his mental
or esthetie eulturq, are by no .méans
A trainp who hls
pen’ten years on the road has had
| fine’opportunities of observing scenéry
{and of studying human nature, but he

is not always in advance of men who

i bave remained about -home m: santime,"

| always apparent.
|

| dither in refinement of taste or in his

acquairitance “wjth the_ways of the
warld. So far, the trainp is liké a'great
many tourists—in fact,*like ‘the" ma- .
jority of tourists. As a matter of faet,
the average tmmp enjoys scenery.
quite as much ai'ths average tourist ;

and he gains more practical knowledge
from his travel; for the tramp. com-

hope, happiness, and good conduct. ]
Hence they will always haye an ad-
vantage over any system which at-]

the human mind :to themselves, Oth-
erwise, the fittest would not survive,
which would be eontrary to the hy-|
| potheis, We must bear in mind, too

relations to outer | that in this theory there can be no | | tianity must be the faith of the future
que .stion of absolute truth; but only l)f' if na{,ural selection.is to detérmine our

tempts to ignore them. In the -ong
run, this advantage must tell by root-
| ing out all opposition.

We might continue this argument,
and show that-New Testament Chris-

the California Advocate gives an artist
ffiend ‘devoted to. -brilliant sunsets
his first experience .with Western
sunsets :

“Well we do not know th it wehave
anything better in the ‘way of sunsets,
but when it comes (o fog, that is cur
forte. *We can put up more fug

earth

square inch than any &'lu..t o
except London.

justéd which lead to -nnnnl In """Vl‘ﬂl or if there be any absolute | beliefs. Let .any pérson accept mi We went t.ll"‘n’uwh the Golden Gat
this way natural seleetion is brought | truth, it is revealed only through sur "gm}(l faith Christ as his teacher, and | with the most: txt.m\u,{m' hopes” of
into play in-the wental realw. Those | vival. But here the embarrassing fact | master, and there is no doubt that | seeing things, the ocean, the shores,

beings whose thoughts ape ill-a
to the nature of things must speedily
collide with reality and perish. Only |
those organising ean possibly sucvive |
whose inner relations or thoughts are
adjusted to outer relations or things.
Hence, the adjusted ‘survive, and by
“heredity their mental tendencies are
integmted and transmitted. In ‘this
way instincts, beliefs ‘and forms of
laws of thoughts arise. As such, théy
express in a short-hand-way, the con-
ditions of survivalr This is the gist
of Mr. Spencer’s psychology.

We have no intentiod of disputing’

the principle of natural selection in
mind ; but rather to point out some of
its prominent bearings upon the faith
of the future. Mr. Spenoer in his
“ Data of Ethics” has given us a
glimpse of a millennium which is to
result from the principle, He pomts
out that its inevitable outcomé must
be to produce a race of men who willbe
so adjusted to their enivircnment that
they shall find their chief happiness in
work, and who will be as eager to do
their work as they now are to get
their wages. In the long run, the
lazy, the shiftless, and the unduly
selfish will be eliminated, and the
thousand years of peace will begin.
But it is to be regretted -that Mr.

Spencer has'not considered the bear- |

ings oﬂho principle on the beliefs of
the future® Indeed, a certain incon-
sistency is observable in the writings
of all the theorists concerning the ap-
plication of natural selection to belief.
They are all ready to apply it to the
laws of merely formal-thinking, and
when we ask a reason for the superior
" cogency of these laws, they tell us that | con
& universal experisnce must result in
universal laws of thought ‘- But from
this it would follow that in a'general

r

No belief can become
wlhhhnutdj-hd to reali-
mmmm

| must necessarily be eliminated, As not |

adjusted to the end of survival | a.mllb{tler father, or husband, or sop, or | waves,
if not adjusted, then by the terms ol:| m.tghbm‘. or citizen,

the theory, they are not true.. Com-
pare theism and atheism. The belief |

' has 4n undoubted value of society and |
the individual. The highest and most

|it is the great support of righteous- |
néss in private and pnblic action. The |
atheist would deny this; but having
denied God, he does not stop at deny-
ing anything which stands in his way.
We cal! his attention to the fact that
atheistic saints are very rare appear-
ances, and are generally .explicable by
the environment. Whenever we hear
of an atheistic tribe, we know that it
is in the pre-human stage of develop-
ment. It is beyond question that the
actual conscience of men finds its chief
stay i1 the belief in God. It is equal-
ly unquestionable to common sense
that to destroy the belief would lead
to a very general destruction of moral
and social order—at least,.among the
rabble. Indeed, it is whispered that
 the private life of many of the advane-|
ed thinkers already shows certain ego-
curean tendencies and a relaxation of
woral principle. But such a state
would mean non-survival, and "hence
non-adjustment, and hence untruth.
Natural selection, there, can only take
the direction of rooting out atheistic
beliefs and confirming theistic faith.
We cannot stop even with ‘agnosticism
for this is only another phrasé of athe-
ism. Nothing short of the- Christian
conception of God can give the idea
its full power and lead to the best re-
sults. Behold then, natural selection
working toward Christian theism !

reference to immortality. Any view
which. limits our life to earthly exis-

valuable satisfactions of the individual | solve “themselves.
spring directly from it, and as an idea | speeters - which disturb our

Jjusted | comes o4 that the new views, if true ,| such a person will be more valuable in | the ships, the seabirds, the -golde

-every relation of life. He will be a
His inner life,
too, will take a higher tone, both in its
{aims and its satisfactions. Again, let

in a righteous Judge of all the earth |any community honestly adopt the

teachings of Christ, and the knotiest
|11rr_lblt,nl'.'l of political economy will |
The threatening
social
| peace will vanish. = As a belief, C hris-

tianity furnishes the be-st possible
platform, for both personal and soeial
action. And being true asa fact'and
a great world-force, natural selection
shows that it must finally displace not
only. all other' religions, but all irreli-
| gions, as well.  Atheism, matérialism,

agnosticism must vanish, beeause they
Alo not lead to the highést and fullest-
personal and social life. Relatively to
Christiamity, they lead to non-surviv-
al, and hence are unadjusted, and hence
are false. And, as those who appeal
most to natural selection are atheistic
and materialists, it looks much as if
they were to be hoisted with their own
petard. Modern atheism has been
based mainly on the claim that natu-
‘al-selection can produce adaptations
without any designing intelligence;

and now it appears that the same
prmclpol is at last to root out athe-
ism,

Now, to the average disciple of nat-
ural selection all this will seem bizar~
re and even absurd. Natural selec-
tion is not to be used in such way.
The unpractised rcader, on the other
hand, will probably miss the point
enumlj’ For the enlightenment
therefore, of all whom it may concern,
we point out that our present concern
is not with tke truth or falsehood of
natural selection jini belief, but with its
mm_gspﬂneupla And we in-
sist that, if Mr. Spencer's claim is
sound that our beliefs express only

tence ends sooner or later, in pessim-
" ; \'.-‘_
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hght shimmering over tie ,rolling
the—well, what we did see
{whs an old lady crawling- into hgr
berth, séasick, and the for so dense
that it seemed diflicuit to get through
it :—and the deck of our vessel, We
| heard the screech of a fog horn, and |
our own steam whistle, and tha
what we heard. We a streak of
the sea we were running in, and Santa |
C'ruz after we ran lntu it; but coming
' back from Monterey ‘we made up for
the lost time, and had a good view of
ocean and shore,

O, friend of ours, the sun does not
set out here,

It goes early to bed and covers up, 1
In the morning it gets up its night-
gown, and does not put in an appear-
ance until after $reakfast.

Here we ride down town on a thing
that runs itself We do not wantany
sunsets, while we have that and Den-
nis Kearney's set.”
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Weather Report for J uly, 1880.

During July, 1880, therc were 2
days during which rain fell, and 025

other than those on
which rain fell. "

The mean temperature for the
month was 65.10°.  Highest daily
mean temperature for the mon'tli"?s"
on the 15th. Lowest daily mean 55°
on the 10th.

Mean temperature for the month at
2 o'elock ¥ M. 77.25°.

Highest record of thermometer for
the month 04°, at 2 o'clock v. M, on,
the 15th. Lowest thermometer 52°
at 7 o'elock A. M, on the 28th.
_ The prevailing winds for the month
were from the North during 27 days,
Soath 3 days, N. W, 1 day.

During July, 1879, there were 2
rainy days and .92 in. of water, 18
olur. 11 cloudy doys. Mean

cloudy days,

-

* tocthe d

n

in, of water, 18 clear days, and 11

monly has his eye on the country he
passes, and on the people he meets,

| for selfish eonsiderations, if for"nothing
inore,—while the tourist more fre-
quently loc ks to his accommodations

| of travel, and is anxious to fmake an
others rather than to
gain any impressions of themn,

impression on
Travel
fl_a].'

lluu-i not of itself give any love

nery, or any desire after knowledge

I'hat love and that desire must exist
within one's self at home, or -it" will
not come out away from home, And

those who have it at home will find
more vllju_\.'tlh'flt_in thL' |il$|l_' ';.;i'lm]-*-'
from the window ef the upper rodm
[in the eity, of a neighbor's garden, o
| of the vines over a porch ‘across the
way, or of a bit of cloud scenery down

and they
will learn more of human® nature irr
[ the stu Iy of the traitsof the

| diate aequaintanees; or-in their read-

the open street at sunset,
ir’ imme

ing,'than is gained by most, persons
| who have had several seasous in Eu-
rope and havé traversed the American
| continent in its length and breadth

| And of those who go away from heme
with the love of beauty and the desiré
for knowledge in their minds, the ones
{who gain most are, as a rnln riot the
ones who travel farthest,
perfiaps, who settle down quietly in a
lovely spot among the mountains or
| be the sea-side, and look out on natuze
in its ever-fresh and ever-changeful
moods, with an appreciation of all that
they see, and’a purpose of learning all
| the lessons ‘that are set befo¥e them. If
you cannof travel in these midsummer
‘| days; if you must rest at your city
home, or at one place away from home
~thank God that you can gain, just
where you are, more of the lessons of
truth and beauty than the tramp or '
the tourist who expeets to acquire all
that he thinks worth living for by
simply moving on.—8. 8. Times.

IU' those,

MRENIP O O 1A

—The New York Tribune says.
“The readiest way for a mediocre man
to gairi notoricty is to proclaim him-
self an infidel and attack the Bible,
His blows may be as a hen's pecking,
but they are sure to attract notice be-
cause of the holy and tender regard in
which the object he assails_ in held by -
Ahe_noblest part of the race.” ¥

~~Neter threaten. Seldom scold.
Refuse firmly.. Consent cordially.
Seldom find fault. Comuithd often.
Do not hurry. * Do not worry. Avoid




