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~=whole, an_example or type for us=

" profit at least by one?
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" Our Btaﬁe Meet.inﬂ X Sutu down to the smallest t.amper- » All lhmgs what.noever ye would t.hat' Besides the lmltm’ﬂ here spoken of, | Seriés of lesson plpem is ilnpentlvely'
e ance and’ benévolent society, .deter- | others should do unloyon, do.ye even | I would have no othcuon, if indi- | demanded by all of our Sunday = -
All the men of " the Jemah nation $0 uuto them.” viduels at these meetings or else- | schools. - e

were required to meet three times
every year, and remain t,ogetherﬁﬁeu
days each time "The wongen were
not required. to attend these meet- |
ings, though they often did attend.
See Deut. xvi. and Neh. viii. © The |
feast of unleavenéd bread, ‘ the feast |
of weeke ‘and the féast” of the taber-
were sacred and important
* gecasions—* at the place which the
Lord should choose.” - We mlght all‘
profit-by studying them, the re&wns,|
for then:, the proper manner of con-
dueting them; their gbusu and their
blessings. : ol

mine who shall, and who shall not be
members, just .as every - individual
eong_regat.ion does. In doing this it
is not proposed to t.ry any case, to
dis¢ipline any one, or in any way to
interfere with the.independence of the.
| congregations; but simply to learn

We used to have our enﬂst.it.llhom
and by-laws in pamphlet form, and
our board of managers Trom one year
to another. Some brethren stumbled :
or were about to stumble at these, and
we dropped them all, rather than-

enough-about cach individual or dele-
gation proposing to take part in- the
maet.mg, to be able to say' “ wa watit
you,” or “ we don't jvant -you. The
necessity ot this cotirse is often abso-
lute. C ermnly such a meeting would
not receive Mothodists, Presbytérians,
or Mormons, as such, or persons ex-
cluded or manifestly unworthy, or

And in this connection it-is well to | worldlings. To o ‘so .would be to

remember -the typical amture of the .|
Jewish \\ur‘ﬂrlp This was, as’ a

Gentiles as well as Jows, —and- is
handed down for onr a.dqwnit.iam,
1 Cor. x. 6,11 ;

If the Jews needed and eould pmﬁt by
three annnal meetings] should we "not
But if tb(.v

mismanagged, abused, and made these |-
" meetings a curse instead of a- b'l’n.cmmg |

—as the 'y ev ulaml\ didd sometimes— |
is there net danger of our erring and |
.suffering in the same way !
Henee we need to consider Wl
1L HOW TQ ORGANIZE THEM,
An-l Fiere it may sbe well to lmamlhe |

-province is not to maké laws.-

abandon the “idea of its being &
Cleristinn ‘meeting. by

2. WHAT SHOULD BE nr'nllfrl-n

- 1. Here it may be well to note
agmn and distinctly, that this is nota
body outside, or independent of the
church. Every member of it is pre-
sumed to be a Christian; and account- |
ablé to his home congregation.

| and however

afford, or put a stumbling block in our
brotlier's way. And now, if these
[eun;mlttees seerefaries, ete., a.ré offen-
‘sive, even to the weak, away with all
of them. So’of tuning forks,”hymn
books, and all the"instruments in the
world! Away with them all at once

and foreve? sathér than have Wiscord
or wound a brother's feelingds. They
are not _absolutely’ necessary to the
womhlp —AS e?u_ng of .meat is not—

esirable or import&nt
they ‘caunot be worth-so much-as

union. Only-this_is_Christian love—

L where, would form' companies for-pub-
lishing papers, books,, tracts, keeping
book and tract depositories;-running
schools “and eoilegeu ete. Or if the
,maet,mgn, or individuals will raise
funds, scleet and send out Sunday
school evangelists, or. general mission-
srws, at home orabroad ; I will be glad.
even if they shonld have a regular con-
stitution and by-laws, and a shndmg
board, bi' managers, provided good
people are not offended.
or if the harmony of the meetings is

or-waive any preference, and perhaps
my rights in’ the interests of good
order and brotherly love. Bear with

the love that-would enable us to un-
derstand, “ In ghonor preferring ‘one
another ;" “ The strong ought t¢ bear
the infirmities of the weak, and ot tor
please themselves,” ete. When this
love abounds, wé shall have 1o hgry

2. That it is not a court of appeals,
| or-a court at all;
mturberu Y e'uuurc'mtmns or decide |
personal' difficulties. It disclaims -
| every thing of the kind.

3. It is not a legislative body; its

4. It does. not _propose to do any-

it is not to diseipline |
[ sions, or hand fiits, no “ bitterness, or

“wrath, or snwm

1 Whe.n union sweet and dear esteem

Teounted in them, as Gentiles, \uele »lmt-. them to-do—nor. any lhmg that belongs

and clearly inderstand, that these are | thing for the congregations " which it
Christiuy mectings. - Qthers are not | would got “be lawful and proper for

in the Jewish meetings. They “are especially to them—as- the ordaining
‘not: made” up of the world and the | | of Lvl.ngehsts or other church officers.
chureh, or of .the sectafian$ and-Ahe | Océasionally, J,Enouﬁ,__mthout due

+ signed to

w~ missionary or evangelical work.

, reports fo the annual meeting, next,

o The ¢ duties of t..b.e committee on

chureh ;
standing at home, and of delegates |
from ¢« OTIEY
good nuuulm r '\nr do they come b\

of being |]llhtl&l’l'~ |

observation, that, “all things should

be done decent!y and in orde

seem to require |, a chairman: 2 a
secretary«—-if not more than one; 3, a
I'Hr'l'r"-[r-.rri-]lfl'_' seel -!ai'_\‘ if it is de-

and make the most
#, a treasurer; fof
means are nees ‘wi'l.!'_‘lrr'llll‘ work. The

continng

of these meetings ;

meeting |‘--i'r1;_' ealled to ordér, and
these officers app mted ; {,hl .. . we
would fi hm another one ‘of Paufs |
rulés, “ L= alt be done to edifying,”

the chair, withi the apprdbation of the
mee llm', may ap [mlnf

1. A ecommittee on eredentials. I

2. A committee on ‘general pro-
gramme, S

8. ‘A coinmittee on finance.,

4 A committee on preaching and
the morning worship ; the bishops of
the ehurch with which we nieet being
left to manage the Lord's day worship.
A committee on Lopd's day
Scl'l.nulh.

6. A committee en missibns,

5.
and

Perhaps other committees may be
appointed ; and the -committees on {
finanee and missions might be, like
the corresponding secretary, made per-
manent ; that ig, remain and act from
one meeting ‘to- anotheét | make “their

after their appointment, and hot be
discharged till thelr reportl are ap-
proved.

eredentials would be to determine who
should be members of#he convention. | -
This is on the principle, that every
body ofpmple has a right to deter-

mine its own miembers.

course, and necessarily, a primary
organization which is ‘somewhat in-
formal. But after permanent organ-

ization, all bodies of men, from the
Senate and Congrggs of the United

‘but of ‘Christians in good 'mumderstmn look to these meetings

gations”of Christians in all"y organized ‘congregations do” all
thl-i

"yield more happy results now.

‘certain persons or things are not to be

is_not._the best. But I desire some

to_ordain emngth‘tf &e.  Seriptar- |

Hut

+ O

d—get; acquainted

| How can thq, agree unless thc'}-lmc L

(‘ll*-]il.ltut no unkind words, no perver-

works.

[_would venture some other sug-
gestmns. as that the committee-on
general programme-be permanent, and
make out, and publish before each
meeting, what is to be done—who is
to lecturg, the themes, time, ete.—so |

or._ clamor, or evil
"
| speaking. .

*“When love in one delightful atrum,
Through every bosom flows ;

Yq,every action glu'n |

Ve all have our opinions, our t.aste?
and  our preferences; but who of us
valués these mage than he values his

Christian Lrother, and the union and

peace of the churghZ -~ -
That which cannet be ddne in Jove
—that.is, on the divine plan— ot

be done “at.all; éannqt Le' done by

that all will know what to expect.

and |
promotirig business.  Bat, if you have |

wait for a second.
_Very affectioniately,
C. Kex Imu K.

g~

Amweaﬂect

That is, we churches ofChist, in
California, in contradistinetion” from
churches of Christ elséwhere. Are
1 our pmcucc-; different, and is our faith.

man's plan. We must Jabandon it,
howeyer important and dcmmble Tt
is impossible, and we may a: *well |

admit it. : )
“ How ean teeo walk fn”a'”u'r unless
Hf y agree I _and it might be adc Iul

the same 7 -

to be disturbed, would> rather wait

meet:ngu &nd hmder n;my good

Art. 4. It.is essential tMugLny
as can mmwnﬁy attend our Bhte-

meeti
Art. 5. Where God np‘hl:swelpeak
and where he is silept we aresilént,
We are opgosed to written creeds of
human origin.- The New Teahment
contains our enly creed. ]
Art. G.. None  but the greatest
preachers on the ‘ceast should be en-
couraged at our meetings, and even
they should not reccive such remuner-
ation as would financially embarrass
the churches. AZ our preachers
should learn to minister to their own

-*

" necessities and not burden the church-

| es,
the weak ones, and they will learn. |
At least, do not *sow-discord -among Ipohty, mngmgwydhsro from prelacy

Art. 7. K church government or

to a democracy, will meet the wants

of all classes of our people.
Now then in revidwing the above

~arficles, we are Surprised to find so

wuel that will be received as common
ground and so little that will be ex-
purgated and annuled.

-

|

patiently heard my. motion, I will | brethren - insist on our meeting &nd

If so, and lf.nol. 80, ~h0uld we not

absolutely necessary,

cach ullh
I suppose thewfore that dmy ‘one |

sort c;ﬂn.-tun

Something’ to look back to, asa |
to tell what we tm(‘(

! rial..
[

ha.\e a reetiten creed, not WMMMMM T,

but because it sal ereed, at which time, we qhall start

might be a pleasant thing to lm\e as a | to live the life of Rome over again
sort of written statement for a-tnemo- t with @ plura.lu.\ of Popes mnhmlul

-Faith &nd ropgntance we cn.n retain
as both are orthodox. Confosstn and
baptism will be so modified as to not-

. | This, if ‘wisely done, will go far to-[pe in the way of a union.
| ward encouraging attendance,

« There will be no ohjections o Artlclc
‘second, unless some of our ol fanatic

breakmgbrad rr'ﬂﬂnﬂl sday. Article
third is a crmture. into two’ of the
“grand unions ;md will be retained.

There would- be-ne trouble with. agticle
ﬁve providing that a judicfous imter- __

pretation be rendgred by liberal mind-

ed ecclesiastics.  And in.regard to ar-
ticle six, as the material interests of
the churclies u(eti;'té"r?i{fii"é it; hence,
it would probably remain in tact un-

til this * contractive ags,” when a wni-

one.
The fnct is, the exigency “and emer-

détérmined; and better pre pa.lul fof | who wolld say a fretting word. or do | Were, and to enable us by contrast to | geney; of these times demand a J; ange,
| Jell, or know what we now are, afd | and it appears to be coming. pretty

more, and is better able to coiperate | ()0 “ia. lmklln] unforbearing, - llhcue that a great secret power is at | ingly low.
is not now urged as essential,

but by virtue anoumgt- and are encouraged. “As

When asscmbled they are not a body | jron sharpeneth: iron so doth the

independent of the churehes, ‘hut.n. tountendnce of a man his friend.”

body eomposed ol individuals who are | “ A< face answereth to face in wuter,

accointable’ to the churches where so doth the heart of man to man’

they hold membership, and who, on | Hence, in separating, each one is mere

thet r:Tr:r!--h-l‘:u'i wonld be 4]!&“

with, if they shiould do anything un- | the ¢ great work before him,

worthy of the Gospel, or the Christian | his - co-workers better, loves them

name .

The rule .:;.-,-l down by Paul, and with th' . This is a great ﬂ‘untl and .

. approved - by all experience  and “llllll’ well repay all it costs. ;

He knows the field of his labors

" would ,—lu*ch’r and can hetter dete r}nu- where

is a
may

“11-‘ too,
Less labor

and hn)_“ to Work
great  advantage,

3. He learns something of impor-
tance about the Bible, about *preachs
ing,” duties of evangelists, &e, and
these lessons are of great importance.

4 A Nm‘ral programme  for. the
next year's work is laid out,-and car-
ried honie by each one, and all energies
are directed that way—all togethet.
| Thus, if a paper should be sustained,
one more than another; if books,
tracts, &e., are to.be circulated; if a
Sunday school work is to be done; if
a school or college is to be sustdined ;
if & mission is to be mn.ugun.{.ud or
sustained—-it is understood and agreed-
on, and all work the same way. If

commended, or approved—itis under-
stood. Of eourse this is net a legisla-
tive, or a judicial agreement ; but it'is
a brotherly, a Christian agreement;
and the love antl respeet we, have for
each other will, I.o say the leut. go

‘abounds, wé will know liow {6 manage’
them, and will manage them as we
could not by, separate and_is individual

action. “ In amultitade of @ ‘counselors
there is safety.”

3. now TO MANAGE THESE cowu-

TIONS. :

Parhpl it is rather late to eall At-

tention to this headiline. Perhaps \it'

how to mhlnify the rule given by
Paul to this “effect: “ Let n.l.l
things be done with love.” “Love
works no ill to one’s neighbor. :l'hlt

| away, and I suppose thet every mem-
| ber, from the chairman to the farthest

"1 note this and dwell on it, and would

- | gestions prevent such evils, And

He knows "anything manifestly not necessary to

| the worship, or to obegiencs ; any one |
| bratherly ; any one who would dis- |
turb the meeting, or wound the feel-
ings of his brother, by word or deed,
wnnecessarily, uhuullln n]mmni and

if he persists, disowned, -and put

oft and the least, shoild see to this:

make it nfore clear and foreible if 1
could, sbeetuse- 1 have .seen, so murh;
:\1] result from Jack of attention to it |
—in our '-ta&g-xmmtmgu and else-
where. 1 have attended at least a
dozen state imeetings, and inany
others, where this unbrotherly spirit
and manner so prevailed as to-destroy
walmost entirely .the good that might
have been done. And many have
gone howe discouraged, feeling they
might never attend anothér state
meeting; that they certainly would
not if they could* be assured they
woulll find again the same unpleasant-
ness, “My brethren, these thmgs
ought not so to be.”

t is very discouraging éo find
membBers discussing, like politicians,
for the accomplishment of personal

; in the interests of our sanctified
selfishness ; for the prowotion of
favorites or the erushing of opponents ;
or introducing matters that belong not
to_a convention of this kind, and
which would inevitably disturb and
discourage its best friends. To pre-
veny these evils, brethren have been
, compelled to stand constantly on the
watch-tower, and by prudent sug-

after all that the most thoughtful and
wise could do, our state meetings have
been more or less injured, till now, and

for some years past, many have not
attended, and t inclined to
attend, unless the§ err havé some,
assurance that more of wisdom and

fmlonhlhcfnllﬂ-gd the law.” |

'thadhineiphlwdl prevail.

are to be.

| work to effect'a grand union and co-

The signs of the times in- | ' fast.

The standard of piety ivalarm--
A vital union with Christ’
A tide

| aperation of all’ Protestant churches | of worldliness is .sweeping over “the

upon the common points of their fath.

The great religious cyclone .is ex- | last days is come;

churches; the perilous time of the

men profess the

pected to move on silently, but sure- | christian name, and refuse to obey any

ly, with the e;lt?kllj' gait of trt‘stiny.

of Christ's-.commands ; a-spirit of low-

exhibiting great powers of clasticity | lessness prevails, and everybody: seems

at first,and then equal powers of con-
traction. afteeward,. each denomina-

creed, providing that all of its distine-
tive features are forever
| inert,end inoperative, Hence, our
Presbyterian friends can retain that?
clausé of their creed that says, “ By
the deerce lﬁ:.;lim], for the manifesta-
tion of his glory, some men and angels
ane predestinated unto everlasting life,”
and others preordained to everlasting
death.” '

But the above serap of creed, will
be dead, historie ereed-lumber, so far
as the new Catholic chureh is eon-
cerngd, her élasticity would permit
them to retain it-asan heir-loom but
not as common faith material. And
this will be true of all other densnm-
national peculiarities.

Now the queatton ‘pf.h us
churches of Uhrist is, if we are irre-
smta.b!y drawn into this great religi-
ious malstrooms; what of our feith and

4

practice can we be permitted to retain |
_and what must we sarrender.

»
-

Perhaps-a written statement of our
present religious status wﬁqld enable
us to defermine:—

Art. 1. Faith, rdpm ennfwnon
and baptism ar¢ il.cqlul to salva-
tion,

Art, 2. Two protiacted meetings a
year are uunthl at which time the
and | Lord’s nppn way be celebrated and

r preachers pro
vided M come from a are
well dressed, are of commanding pres-
ence, and don’t stay too long.

Art. 3. The use of the Iuternational
- . e b v

{ to love gains and pléaspre more than
{ anything
tion will be, permitted to retain this | spirituality seems to éall for a ©
[ versal afurufa
neutral, ' with the present eondition”of things.

else. A, universal lapse of
-

every way compatible

j’.-futn Verbal j“; ) .l&'uw; e,

— e
'

—Loud talkers, and those- vjhu
think that it-is"the thunder that kills
and not the lightning, will do well to-
read the following :

The less your fluent ministers have
to say, the bigger they scream and the
louder they shout. Lyman Beecher,
on returning home from church one
Sunday, said that he felt that he had
done very poorly. Said onme of the
boys: “ Why, father, I thought you
‘were never in better trim; you lnlt'
shouted it out to 'em.” “ Aye, aye,”
replied Mr. Boecher, “ that's it exact-
lys when I am not prepared I always
holler ut the top of my voice.”

- _8‘-.;_-__‘ "

~Among recent -additions tz the
Central Park Museum of Natural His- ~
hrymmmrmdus bones found .
in the ancient Seas of Colorado and
Kansas.  The sterile lands of Colondo
and the chalky deserts of Kansas are’
the heds of thote ancient sdas, and the
diseovery of innumerable bones and

skeletons it them was originally made
by Professor Marsh and b,t{.hh
Professor Mudge. ila-likorpp-
tiles, from one hundred and filty to :
two hundred feet long, must have
 swarmed in those inland seds,
ﬁrmmmmw
found\nvallbdr v b
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