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Electricity—Hypothesis and

Theory. 7
g TR, T e—
. Thales, of Miletud, thought that the
magnet was endowed with a sort of imma-
- tarial spirit, and to possess a species of an-
dmation. The Greeks knew also that rub-
" bed amber attracted bits of straw, and sup-
posed it to be endowed with life. Even
Boyle, as late as 1675, imagined it to emit
a sort of glutinous éMavium which laid
bold of small bodies and pulled them to-
ward the excited body. Du Fay, in 1785,
conceived the double fluid theory, and
Franklin, in 1747, invented the single

-

floid theory. Oaveadish,in 1771, supplied.
. —+~agmeof the deficiencies of Franklin's the-

w7 ory, but it was Faraday who fitst explpded.
~the fluid notion and originated the molecu-
lar theory of electripity, while Grove bold-
"1y classed electricity with light and heat
as correlated foroes and mere modes of
motion. ' Light was thonght by the Plato-
nists to be the consequence of something
emitted from the eye meeling with certain
emanations from the surface of thingg, but
no theory of light properly so-called was
attempted uniil Newton produced his celé-"
brated corpascular theory in 1670, which
has lasted until the present day. Even as
late as 1816 Faraday himself said : ** The

__conclusion that is now generally reveived.

appéars to be, that light consists of min-
ute atoms of matter of an octahedral form,
possessing polarily, and varying in size or
in veloeity.,” Although Huyghens in
Newton's own time vonceived the undula-
tory theory, the superior authority of the
great English philosophe¥ dvershadowed
the lesser light *dnd it was not until Young
and Fresnel, at the commencement of this
century, uf)ok the matter up, that the pres-
ent theory of lighttook firm root, Thus
we see that all thisse.sei bave passed
" through the same stages of Tuystery snd
fancy, and it is_only within the present

generation that they haxe emerged from 4

the mythical to the natural, from mere

hypothesis to true theory. Hypothesis is’]

an imaginary explanation- whi¢h- remains
to ba shown probable or to be proved true.
Theory is this snpposition when «t has
beep shown to be highly probable, and all
known facts are ip agresment with ., its

truth —Address of W. H. Preece, iu Na- | and ask for the pr-ivilege_ of being eaten. 1
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Sovraey.—Very few of the_readers of
- thess words, probably, have any knowledge
of Sotthey. They may remember that the
*“ Holy-Tree ” 'and the ‘* Battle of Blen-
heim,” which they read in class-books at
school, were his poems; and they may
know his Life of Nelson--a model biogra-
phy. Bat the only.disfinguished man of
letters whom we have exer known who
read Sounthey as other people read Words-
worth atd Tdonyson was Hawthorne. In
, the little upper stody of the Old Manse
which he “has graphically desoribad, in
which Emerson wrote the firgt modest
volume that announced - the appearance of
an original and exquisite genius, and from
whoss window Emersous's elerical ances-
tor saw the immortal fight at- Concord-
bridge, and canght the flash of ** the shot
_heafd round the world,” there werd a fow
books upon some hanging shelves, one of
which was a bulkey volume of Bouthey's
poems in an Am aricansedition, Hawthorne
said tiat he read hbm -with pleasure,
There-are a few readers who would say so
to-day. i
Macaulay, again, fifty years ago, had pro-
nounced the seyerest judgment upou
Southey ;.but the Edinburgh cotld- be
hardly expected to speak kindly of one of
the strongest supports of the Quarterly,
just before the Tory ecatastrophe in the
passage of the Reform Bill of "32. ** Mr.
Southey,"” says Macaulay, in his most ex
cathedra tone, ‘.' brings to the task two fac-
ulties . which” werp never, we believe,
vonchsafed in measure so copious to any
human - being—the faculty of believing
without & reason, and the facalty of hating
witbont a provocation. .....In the mind of
Mr. Southoy reason has no place."”” Maoc-
" anlay then throws a sweeping glance at his
,chie/ works, praising the life of Nelson

d Wealey. But ** The History of the
?::niumfar" War is already dead,” and

i The Book of the Church contains some

' .stories vewy,, prottily told, The rest is
mere rubbish.” Bat the eritie ts
that he had slways beard that Southey was
an aimable and humane man ; and now
that critic and suthor are gone and their
form of the old contention has passed
away, it is more possible for us than it
was for Maosulay to see kow asimable and
humane & man Southey waa.

To show us this is the pious and pleas-
ant duty which Mr. Dowden has disclarg-
od in the series upon Southey. He was
a professional man of letters. In s sense
he was a publishér;s ** hack,” supporting
not ouly his own family, but at times the
family of (his brother-in-law, Coleridge,
and that of the other brother-in-law Lovel,
by patient persistence in litersry labor!
no day without & line ; no year without a

" book ; his sequestered life gliding gently
awaj io the midst of fond domestic aflec-
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8t a distance with men and affairs, He
was the Tory laureate of Gteorge the Third,
4nd the ruthless Whig Macaulay says that
bis official odes were worse than Pye's,

Tory, Macaulay or Milton, Chaucer or
Shakespeare, any men of great or little
fame in any degreé might well be glad if

blameless as that of Southey. It was ab-

Dowden tells it, following, of course, the
copigus bitgraphy by Cuthbert Southey,
it is full of interest, and a ¢harming pic-
ture——perhaps the most charming in litera-
{ ture—of the professional man of letters,

« It wonld not be so if it were a tale of
mere literary.slrudgery,,. But fortunately
‘Southey's profession coincided with his
taste. Books were his chief pleasuts,
Ho loved a library more than any other

o8 writer, Itsdems to be a-queer freak
of fats that a student of tastes so exclusive-
ly literagy, and drawn, as in his ‘poems, to
remote branches of literature, should have
become such a doughty political warrior.

stanchest of Churchmen, and the polemic
“was unsparing. He would not have hesi-
tated to free his mind about Macaulay as

But he was very patient and sweet with
the.young Shelley,- and he had endless pa-

hopafal and disappointed writers, who are
always attracted to a conspicuous author,
Charlotte Bronte appealed to him-long be-

ly counsel. “All “his bifterness was in the
| ink of controversy, and be never spilled a
drop at home nor in his friendly correspon-
| dence.—Enrror’s Easy Cyarr, in Horper's
J!u_»;u:m.—: for June,

“Keep Gittin.”
o g
Here is a little sermon in colored Eog-
lish, 'bat fall of common' sensé for that
lolm of people whq feel that Danie Nat

{ insulted them when she refused to allo
| them to ba born rich., Even the hen
| ta scratch for the worm, but these
expect thea worm to crawl wit

«

| ““My friends,” said  Plato Johnson,<in
| one of his oratorical moods, ** de worl’ am
so constertuted dat while dar am jest "bout
‘nuff fux everybody who is willin' to
‘work, dar ain't % morsel left fur de msn
who sits under de trees, an’ 'spects dée
apples to fall into his mouf. Now-I'se
studied apples gll my days, an’ I pew

knew one dat wouldu't hang on to de lim

until it was shook down—dat is, ob course,
| & sound; sensible apple. Don't stan’
| roun’ de corner ob de street wid a wild
expectation dat de man who libs dar is
goin' to come out on de eold sidewalk an’
stk you to be his son-in-law. I've seen

Street Depot as though he felt sure dat
| if he stayed dar loug 'buff, Mr. Viuder-
| bilt wonld come out, an' Lhand him a check
| of £1,000,000 an' say, * Young man, take
dis small pile an’ be happy." No, de
better way am to git your- eye fixed on
some-thin’ an' den keep movin’, keep mo-
vin'. -De whole philosophy st }ife is ia
de little words ‘keep gittin,' and after
awhile you are sure to fin’ youfself som»
whar."—E&. _ 5 5/

A Lump of Sagar.
Mah,alll“ur."in wilk verv fond of sugar,

She conld never get ns mtuch-of it as she
wanted, apd her pockets were al ways sticky
with the handfals which she put in them.

“I must find some way of hiding my
sugarbowl,” said Mabel's mamma. * My
little girl has such a sweet tooth she will
make herself sick. Indeed, Dr. Benton
tells me her testh will be rnined before

“I would not hide it,"" said Aunt Louisa.

“I would give Mabel something not so
aweet as sugar every time she helped her-
salf to it without asking—a little bit of the
essence of strap.’’

Aunt Louisa sat up eo straight, and look-
od 80 severe, that mamma decided she
would never ask lier to keep house if she

“I wonld curs Mabel of her nanghti-
ness,” said kind Aunt Polly, “but I would
not whip her. I would never whip a child
at all unless for telling.a lie.”

“What'would you do?" said mamma.

“I wonld give her the basia and aspoon,
and set hor down beside the table, and just
let her oat till was satisfiad. And then
I would make hor eat till she was surfeited.”

“It might make her siok.” ?

“Ope real hour's sickaess would be less
hurtfal than constant half-sickness,” said
wise Aunt Polly.

Mamma tried Mabal saveral times after
that, but found that she yielded to temta-
tion, and, though it was forbidden, helped

herself to sngar. i
8o she tried Amat Polly’s remedy, and it
M‘m care. We | want
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and as bad as Cibber's. But Whig or |

the story of his life were, as pure and

solutely devoid of incident, and yet, as Mr,

plage, and Ire was a'tireless reader as well.

He was the toughest of Tories and the"

‘tieice with the maultifude of hapless and |.

fore -her fate, and he gave ber most friend- |

many & wan loafin’ roun’ Fortysecond'

went away on a visit, 4
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: Ibave been troubled with Serofula for the pust ten

S$1. 000

MISCELLANEOUS.

o HISCELLANEOUS.

RIS W
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Cures all Serofulous affections and disorders resulte |
ing from: Impurity of the blood. It in noedless to |
all, w8 the sufferer can usually porceive their
chuse ; but Salt Rhewm, IMimples, Ulcers, Pumors, |
Goltre, Swellings, &e., aré the most eommon, as |
ﬂ as many affections of the Hear', Mead, Liver |

SCROFULA.

Wonderful Cure of Blindness,

D. Raxsom, Sox & Co.: For the benefit of all
troubled with Serofula or Imf‘uu Biood in their
1 hereb 1 King of the Hlood.

yoars, Wl - my eyes that I wascom-
ﬁmly blind for six meaths. - I was recommended
try King of the Blood, which has proved a grest

[onnson CLarka Bo. -
N30 UNION SQUARE /5

!
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SIS NEW-YORK “Crry-£.

hlnn.n, to me, as it has completoly cured me,
1 chwerfully

i toail tronbled as [ lun.,
Mus. B, WEarnanrow, Sanlinia, N, Y,

Yours truly,

PACIFIC
Wil te paid to any Public Hoapital to be mutu- 3 ]

ally agreed upan, for every certifioate of thiy medi-
ciue ;...mmfu, us which is not genuine,

ita Ingredients.

To show our faith in the safety and excellense of
the K. B., upon proper mn‘l‘u_pplimum. when
satiafled that no im tign intended, we will |

jve the of its ingred t-,h{‘ affidavit. ¥

o aboveaffers were never made before by the pro— |

Chri_stia'ﬁ Méssenger

* MAS NOW ENTERED-UPON ITH

Tenth Volume,

And proposes to bring itself up to a

prietor of any other Family Medivine in t!u- world.

Many testhmeonials. further information, and
full irvetiona for using will-be found in the pam-
Hisenses of the Blood,” in
which cach bottle isenclosed. Price §1 per bottle con-
talninq, 13 ounces, or 4010 50 doses. Sold by drue

ts, D), Raxsos, Sox & Co., Prop'ss, Buffalo, N.Y.
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standard of excellence equal
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