-

PAGIHG GERISTIAN MENGER, I’RIDAY JUNE 25, 1880

‘"' Are Parents Responsible for the
Oharwtorotthelrchndren?

Sy Vin Myh-dwmvm State Bunday School
Couvention, st Santa Bosa, Cal., by Mrs. Angie B.
Martin, | _

The responsibility of parents is &
* theme fraught wifh mémentous in-
tarest md, every _Wway. fitting the

" consideration of Sunday school work-

* ers. Indeed, when we speak or think

. of the responsibilities to be met in

this short life, in any direction, I fegr
we do not comprehend thé awiil im-
port of the word.

~ We come into this world helpless,
innocent, irresponsible ; years come to
us sbringing strength, temptation,
responsibility ; then death bids us
leave the scene of conflict, and, Stand-

- « -, ing in the presence of the Awful

.. Judge, Tender an account of the sud-

cesses and failures of life.

= Three score years and ten are allot-

L . . ted us, ‘and ‘the deeds, words and-

S e ,..sh’u of every-day. nay; of eyery

| the faet: that this command is givento?

dr;nwomynothoahhtonv,wo
may, however, find out what God re-
qujres at-our hands, aﬁd’. in his fear,
discharge our duty, leaving the con-
sequences with him who n.lmot err.

Children lants from Giod's vine-
yard. He h?fot thrown them care-
lessly into this world so full ofbriers.
and thorns, but, knowing their ten-
dérness, dependence and macgpti'bility,
he has carefully planted them in_ the
garden of home, where they aré to be
t.anderly cultured and ﬁtted ‘to bear
fruit in life. » 4

We, parents, ‘are God's gsrdeners.
entrusted with the care of these tiny
plants,. “Ye' fathers, provoke mnot
your children to wratl, but bring
them up in the uurture and sdmom-
tion of the Lord.” 1

There is, to me, some sigmﬁcanca in

fathers. 1 would not detract from
the duties and responsibilities of
mothers ; but, if I might be-allowed, 1

hour, are chronicled in the books
b which are to be opened for inspéetion
";‘.- — - —in-the great day of judgment. What |
T a quailing and shirinking will [tu.ra be |
:'.":' _ before that fearful record!  And will
L . parents there find registered against
i ', them the character of their children?
(A ’ '._r,' Will the “ Judge uL-ull the-éarth < re-
- quire at the hamh “of parents, an
e RGGGLLL N0k only for every idlé word-
which the 1y shall speak, but hom fhem |
fj-.'{ responsible for all the idle, yed more,
q the profane words of their children ?
"". These are fearful questions, eompre= |-
I . : hended in the scope of the question
A before us.  They are questions reach-
j ) = ing away into thé great beyond, wheré
‘oi 3 ~—“human eyes may not search< ~but,
5'.'! ] 7 que wstions which, in the “ght of God's
o ;" beauti ul truth, parents ean, parents
, ." Fao Ny - T nswer. .

f_ '| his . ri'.u-!-il.inn of I‘eﬂpomnibllity is

8i1 a question” ofsaccountability,
for we are responsible only for that
for which we are liable to be called to
) e _qm-;tinn before us

would i impress upon fathers that the
weight of responsibility rests upon the
head.

were-nursed and cared for by the
mother until they were_ five years old
—then the training and -education of
the soms went .inﬁa the hands of the
father, while the daughters remained
under the immediate care of the
-mother—

God's \ny niways the best way.
How wonderful his wisdom

To the mother is given  the tender
l}ttla one. Upon -the tablets of its
young heart she stamps the impress of
her own—and who shall say, if the
destinies : of etefnity hang upon. the
impressions mada.qpon the eh:ld ere

it rcachaﬁ the-age of five years.
. Baut it is not enough that we teach

our children—they are to be trained,
kepfRin the right course, ecommanded,
and this govgrning power belongs pre-
eminently to the father. Have not
many fathers neglected their duty,
and left-too much of this work:—too
much * of this responsibility upon
mothers ?

. account. Then ¢}
# is—Wi|| parents be catled upon in the
2 . 7 judgment, to uur.lmt for the character
/ . 'r thetr children,?
1 to give this riuut:un an |
afl rmative answér, every
peont would involuntarily shu:mr—‘
wore | to give it an absolute negative,
the intuitions of évery parént would
\‘ b nonigst me, for every thinlging
L ——a pm mt-trelsthat-he—is —insgthe way, |
. - responsible for his child.. Then how
o 1 F imminent the necessity for parents u;.'
ol | searchand know just Kow much, in this
i L direetion, God does, and will ‘require
3 of ‘them.
I= it viot, indeed, a fearful thing to
*. be a thinking responsible being in
God'’s universe? Is it not a perilous |
thing to be made stewards of the in
L terests and destinies of others ?
B But, right here, like the cooling
g sea-breeze to the heated brow of the
X, b tired sdilor, I am n!reqhed with the
'_,)}‘-._“ thought that “ Our Father ” lays no
209 burdens upon his children, which they
are not able, by his grace, to bear.
& With every responsibility, his mercy
3 bas rovided capability ;-and, as we
learn for what we are accountable, so
may * we learn for what we are
o accountable, so may we learn just how
fogoer he would have us prepare our
.accounts, “ Blessed are they that do
his com dments, for they shall

“have right to the tree of life, and shall
em.er in throygh .the gates into the
: <¢ity.” Parents and children, husbands

‘ and wives, yea, all persons will be
: * ~judged aceording to their doings. In
God's book, we are told what to do as
parents. “If we obey the Almighty
mandate, blessed shall we be; if we
disobey, eternity alone shail measure
The dutlea of pnrents are clu.rly

' ‘pointed out in that Bile, which, in
D - these enlightencil days, is in every

| “he shall surely. become a great and

| faithful Abraham, then must ye com-

| ing.

The Lord smid of Abraham.that

mighty nation, and all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed in him, for
Tkow hifii that he will command- his
children, sad bis household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the

Christian fathers, are ye children of

mand ‘your children to “ keep the way
-of the Lord" while the mother fills
their young hearts with the love of
that way, both by example and teach-
Can you, dare you go about your
daily avocations, seeing your-children
only at meal-time, never pausing to
even ask the care-worn mother,
whether, she has discharged her duty,
and yours too, to the children ? In
the eager- race after this world,”

properly termed “ an ‘effort to make an
honést Living,” are you at Ilberty to
ignore this command of God, at the
peril of the eternnl destiny of }uur

child 7
God required, of his Hebrew chil-

dren, diligence in instructing the
children in his laws. They were to
talk of them when sitting in the
house, when walking in the way,
when lying down, and when rising up.
Does he require less of us? Dare
Christian mothers talk to their daugh- | -
ters while sitting in the house or while
wslkmgﬂz the way, only of fashion
and worldly folly 7 Dare Christian
- fathePs talk only their sons of
tnde, current prices, ‘and the prospeets
of worldly gain? What shall the
harvest be? How madyg professed
Christian families come to mind, in
| which™ fiot— éven one  hour—ones|
twelfth part of the day—is devoted to
the moral training of the ehildren.
| The father is too much engrossed in
htinlll.lhnoﬁnrtoomud:w

with,pampering the taste, and

Abwht the harvest be. Must

-y U

Tn the olden timé the little onest

. stupendous magnitu

and that the harvest of souls
depends largely upon their beed-

o a m-m .

= .

yo‘ftheehildtu.h.

Perchance, soms noble Bn.nduy
nhoolworkarmyg:ﬂmnptbe

‘meglected children, and do for them |

some of the work Giod has required of

pafents. Whose, then, will be the

reward ? whose the condemnation ?

It cannot be that there are any
children of Christian parents, in these
days of Sunday sehool enthusiasm,
who are mever seen in the Lord’s
house or im the Lord's school—who | in
bhave mot gven ome hour—one one-
hundred and nlxty-elghth part of the
time in a week given to instraétion in
God’s law—nay, who, on the Lord’s
day, while their parents are engaged
in worship, are Muy with wicked
companions learning te curse the God
their_father worships] ‘ This is too
fearful a picture! Bettex for sueh
children never to have seen the sun
shine upon God’s beautiful world !

Where is the responmblluy 7. Wil
God say to parents, who thus neglect
the little ones he has given mbo their

er|
a fow shmgs, 1 will make the ruler
over many !,
| “the” Most . ﬂlgh,

when ‘he heard of the wickedness of |
bis.sohs, advised them—nay, remon-
strated with- thein, but this was not
énough. “ The i.ord judged and ¢on-
demned his house forever, for _th?
iniquity which he knew, because his
sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained thém not.”

Has not God placed this restraining
power preéminently upon fathers?
‘Will he hold them guiltless, if they.
‘neglect: his requirements # In his fear,
let every father answer thesd ques- |
tions. God  will dra.w the Ilmr be-

eounmblhty, e ) A

But mgthers may say “the father is
responsible, I am free.  Did"Timothy's
mother and grandmother_so say, or so
Lhmk? Or had_he learned of them
thote lessons which fitted Kim for the
niche he was to fill in the chureh,
and prepared hingfor the company of
Giod, angels, and justified spirits 7

The .pure white pages of childhood
are given toefffe mother, and, upon
those pages, shie may* traces what she
will. Something will surely be writ-
ten there—the fair lines of truth and
purity-—or dark blots shaken from the
pen of passion or pride. God will ask
of her what, when the reckoning

Tord;todo-justice-and-judgment"— L a1 oe - She-must sow, in the tender

soil of the infant heart, seeds of love
and sympathy—she must water them
with her tears, and shield them with
her prayeps. .And, ob, what a mighty.|
tide of joy or woe may she bring By

4 her example i The little ones catch

even the shadow of an’evil thought
flitting across the mothers brow, and
ata impress, who shall erase B

' Harmony characterizes the bandi- |,
work of Jehovah, and he assigns to
| fieh individually the work for which
he has fitted them. The mother's
work, the mother must do—the
father's work can be done by none but
the father. Else is God's -harmony
marred. There is something in that
word harmony which bids me pausé,
earthworn and weary, and listen to
the melody of heaven. And every
Christian. home ought to be a minia-
ture heaven where little hearts are
attimed to angelic music. -

Oh ye “God ef this world,” with
vour ugly discord, be ‘banished. thence
forever ! Fathers, will you banish the
monster, and, in love and faithfulness
command ‘youx children 7 Mothers,
will you guard tHe portals of your
homes from the inroads of the goddess
fashion, with her pitiful delusions ? :

If Christian - wothers eould ' but

de of their wark,

in eter-
sowing surely
mumwM: i

the garner
mmmdwhﬁ

Mhdud.nldcr an account for

| themselves 7

Mﬁhm&-ﬂn

ruhntln-hnhn-.uwd! ‘a8 tlu'

~ehildren into |
of heaven, is of nfore value |

_l mkhty clnnga in t.he- cbmet.er and
condition of Christian families,” = -

If fathers and mothers would appre-
clat-t the superiority of heaven over
earth, of eternity over time, and learn'
to estimate the worth of the souls
committed to their eare, what a grand
awakening would there be—what

revolutions . wrought—and - what,
beauntiful lines inseribed by the record-
ing angel !

The great harvest of souls is draw-
mg near! When the trumip of God
Galls the leeping “millions fromr the
four corners of earth, all the ehildren
will come, and. in one-glad embrace,
parents will elasp their risen children,
shouting victory over dau.h and the
grave.

Slwl‘r'ttm'ronmon ’but deepen -the
angumh of another, a final sepamtlon !
or

Shall puonb afd children, unite fonver.

Make heaven resound wal.h the praisa of
. the giver

of homo. where no tear shall o’er “dim any
eye, ;

And no heart be piereed by the cruel
good-bye ?

—And doos thaa--gmd_chmdepnnd
upon parents ? Then let us work |
while the day, lasts, garnestly, prayer-
fully sowing the saed, and wmtlng for
| the harvest.

Patient Tomng‘ _
-
[ An essay read by Miss Alice PBufles, Bem‘d_.’gpﬂ

tive of the Yespertine SBociety, at Opmmemm
Wednesday evening, June 15, 1880, |

How many mgore great a.nd nobla
men and women there would be to-
day in this world of ours, if these two'
words were aver kept 'br:ght and fresh
in our minds ; yet I feir there are too
many of us who let the precious mo-
j'l'cnta.,go_"hy,'anfl nothing done, noth-
mg learned. - '

“ Minutes are diamnonds,” and all
"should be seized upon with eagerness
and turned to good account.

No ong, wa.\ ever born a Newton or

a Frankild, " Tois o patient, vigorous,
and long continued application that
makes the great mind.
. Weall have every thing to learn;
the high, the low, the rich and poor,
must begin with the simplest elementl
of knowledge.

. Great natural talents are desirable;
but. perseverance mnd patient toiling
are better. For they have invented,
constructed, and accomplished every-
thing that is great, good and valuable.
They, have “ scaled the snowy cloud-
capped Alps” plowed through the
wilderness of t‘u. ocean, cleared the
forests of a hew world, “and resred
in its place a community of states-and T
nations.” They have put gillions of
wheels in motion, harnessed thousands
of iron steeds to ds many cars and sent
them almost flying from town to town
from state to state; and as it has been
‘beantifully said, “ whitened the waters
of the world with the sails of a'hun-
dred nations, navigated every sea and

explored every land "
Thay have also reduced nature to

science, measured her untrogden spac-
es, compuled the distances, infersions

and velogities of her hosts of worlds:
But what are the. produetions of

science and art compared with those
of perseverance and patient toiling in | ors
the world of mind ? © What.is a monu-
ment of constructed genius, when

weighed against thé stores of wisdom,
‘and the treasures of knowledge that
have enrichied and adorned a multi-
tude of minds during the march of a
hundred generations. Yet how little
can we tell, how little know, how
days of toil, and how many nighuof

-

them what thevor!d hubowed zoin

reverence.

Did Washington, one of ths greatest | {en
and noblest men of wsoonplisly | or0r
his work in a day, a month, or éven a

_nOw, A8 pwerhu uood, the

‘millions have done before-us,

weariness, ‘was spent to perfedt - in | ghided

in the ‘tablet of.ft.ma, and
his brow with the brightest
ever given man. His name

on our hictory’s page. *
Webster was yenrs of tél and

E= _

 appointments completing his works.

Did Milton, Shakespeare or Bryant,.
become. great poets without study ?
Prescott, the great American historian
pored over his_books night and day.
Can any one become truly great and
eminent without continued mental ef-

qunhﬁed than hn.ny others 7 no, huf.
by patient to:hng they have won their.

"laurels. - Thiey were once rio doubt-

common boys and girls. The pntr:.gt
the"poet, and" the* eloquent man, all'
derive their sublime powers from pa-
tient toiling. The will is the way.

The boy who cut his way with his:

pocket-knife up the almost pe

ular abutment of the * National
| Bridge " and left his ecompanions be-
hind gazing in wonder and astonish-

ment at him as he ascended, did it not

blvnrtue of any superior it.mngth. v

ability, but only by~
patient toiling.
cut in the rock, step by step he as-’
cended, his eye was bent upward,
and upward he went to carve his name

yNiche by meha he :

in thaf mighty wall beside that of .

| Washington. .
So'it "is- with us nll in every voea-
tion_of life, if we persevere we will’

up, step by svep will lift us higher, . .

each blow will make a niche for our’
feef. . Unréinitted effnt is the only’
price of success. “ (enius may make
a few. glorious leaps, like a- blazing
meteor may ﬂnh balf across the hor-
rizon at once, bu!.‘lhe common mind
with__perseverence for- ifs faithful

| guide will finally march on end leave

“genius ~worn out-and discouraged
amid its own faded glories™

They who are successful in life owe
more to their hard toiling, than t_lmu'
natural abilities, and may we do as
work
long and well for it is practice that
brings the powers of the mind and
body te perféction.

Youth is the time wo shoild sow
the seed of knowledge, plant it deep-
in eur minds and nourish " it” with
care. '

Culture-must be_sought for; learn-
ing must, be acquired. We must love
learning if we would possess it. To
realize 1ts great valus w e must apply
ourselves however irksome it
seem at first, and by constant endeav-
orand diligent application we may .
enroll our names among the noble
band of workers and ‘finally reach the
height of our- youthful aspirations.

he student burns the midnight
il in search of kmowledge, in the
hope that he may eclimb _the hill of
seience, or stand first in the ranks of
literature. A glorious future lies be-
fore him, edocation is but the key to
unlock the classic roomis. He leaves
the college halls and bids farewell to
kind teachers and loved classmates,
and starts out alone in the great bat-
tle field of life—it may be against
misfortunes and disappointments, but
if “ Excelsior” 1s his motto, he will
remove every stone from his path and
finally reach the top with lasting hon-

Wg should all improve ‘each passing
uh-o knowledge

As the great of mm.
onward shall w?:oo m%?c‘r:wwd to

-




