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The exjstence of sacred writings in
the country of the Euphrates, at a pe-
riod certainly anterior to A_b_nlum's

ety

inblv to .be inferred from We

‘evidences afforded by the cuneifortm

inscriptions. From the Hebrews with

the Babylonians, at differen} periods, | @d even_in his time.; and here we be~| thfee years (180 da ?y’had opened- a |
' dating from the’ earliest pl.,')ch“; and | lieve to have agafn a Babylonian tra-{a trench for the excavations. They

from the numerous apalogies existing

the sacred tradifions inherit~¥hieh 1s - 3
::t:r::b e ':-wo ;HOPT:”- L “:[_;unt of thé barrel (inseribed eylin-

corded in the sacred writings which
each had preserved indépendently of
the other, it is obvious that the ori-
gin of these sacred books as preserved
independently by_the—4wo peoples,
must be assigned to nearly the same
antiquity. This is rendered all the
more probable from the fact that

. —Xbraham, during his earlier sojourn in

~
-

the ‘country of, Ur, on the lower
Euphrates, muai have been ‘familiar
with the Chaldean Saered Oracles;
and now that the use of papyri by
the (Chaldeans from the earliest period
has been fully shown, it is by mno
means impossible that Abraham car-

ried copies of these sacred books with |

him, on his departure for the country
of his future inheritance, and that of
his descendents. It will be seen, at
least, from the foregoing hints, that
the question of the antiquity of sacred
Wwritings in the country of the Euplhu-
tes, has a direct bearing upon the the-
ories recently pat forth by eritics, as-
. signing—an extreuiely modern __(_i'at-e,
comparatively speaking, for the origin

of the Books of Moses; it is pro-
“posed in the present 'c}e \to place
before the readers of this journal the

leading faets, derived mainly from the
inscriptions, tending to aatnl;_li?b: the
high antiquity of the sacred writings,
as known to have been preserved by
¢he Babylonians.

In Berosus' aceount of "the”deluge,

there are three distinct allusions-to

of the deluge, in order that they
might be transmitted to the post-dilu-
vian world, had been, we have
shown, the sdurce of legend quite

P —reriebarre- -ty tho - Aol mnna—at-

Thoth er Seth the land &F-Birml
-to-which the Pseudo-Manetho afiudds.

Josephus says that these pillars-esist-

| dition altaching itself to a real fact, |
hieh is.reyealed to us by . the frag-

| der) of Nabunahid, discovered at Mu-
ghier, the ancient Ur, now preserved
in- the Dritish Museum. We learn
| frym this, ip effect, that when Sagara-
ktyas, a king of the first historical

{ dynasty of the Chaldeans, who was!-

| cettainly contemporaneous with the
! kings of the ancient empire in Egypt,
1 reconstructed the pyramidal temple of
| the goddess Ammis, ealled Ulbar, situ-

ated in that part of Sippara known as .

t-Agani; he made certain mystérious
| tabletssin imitation of those ‘earried
' by Xisuthrus from Larsan (Modesn|
Senkgmh}, his native eity, to Sippara;
and buried them under the corner
stone (lemin). of the temple Ulbar.
These tables were probably thought
to be copies of those that had been
buried at the time of the deluge ; and
thus the king, himself really historie-
al, thought to give to his reconstructed
edifice a more august conseeration, in
realizing a fabulous tradition. In
the course of centuries these tables
burigd - by Sagaraktyas had become
themselves famous and legendary ;
‘they had come to be regarded, proba-

rious yeare, adoring Tshtar of Agani,
my mistress, I have caused a pit*fe be
excavated. The gods Shamas and
BIR directing me, I have searched for
the comer-stone of the temple Usbar,’
my owil HEppiness. ith the-een- |
stancy worthy of a king'I have direct-
my army in the seareh for this eorner-
stone, where -Neb during

have explored to the right and to the
left, before and behind; and I have
searchied, and T have not found it.
Then they says—* We Baye_searched
for this corner-stone, snd we have not

raktiyas), king.ef Babylon, and Na- | to different original sourcss.- Hence,
ram-sin; his son,” and this statement | if we admit far one an antjquity of
was made after his search for the cor- | 2000 years before our erd, we must
ner-stone. Had there been any mis-

| : k e
{ assign.the sanie antiquity te th

H_peeopiien e the—matior -k . &, uhder such circum-
would_hnve diseovered it, and so stat- | stances, that the '
ed. At this early epoch;® thien, it is | ly originiated onl
safe to assume that sacred -writings
axisted in the valley of the Euphrates
and according toall appearances, they
had been handed down from a mueh |o#lier, or both had been derived ori
darlier period, if not even from the | nally’ and seperately. from the san
antediloviewst®™ """ .. . ' - | et ource To ' :

As regards the date” of Sargon’s
reign, that is, the elder Bargon's, much
difference of opinion exists among As-

y after the lappe of
()_r]rf L;tWU

iprnitiimﬂ .has to be assumed hl’l‘e:

‘.ccntui'i-'s from this date.

either one record was ¢ pied from

In our opinion, for
which, if we had the spage, véry sub-

found it. The tempest of waters has
inundated everything, and lias ruined
all”
There oceurs now a long fracture in,|
the text, in ‘which, probably, the mon- |
terch gavy the "details -of a renewed
search, fO when the text betorhes
again partly legible, wé read:

“The temple of Sin, and this temple

tion of this temple. 1 have found the |
reorner-stone-of-the temple—tibar L and
have read the name of Sagaraktiyas
at the bottom.”

mseription of Sagaraktiyas, copied by’
Nabonidus, after which he says ;..“ I
have replaced in tie foundations the
Barrel of the East, the Barrel of the
West, and the foundation sione in
front,” ete. On’account of the frag-
mentary condition of Nabonidus' in-
seripfion, some mistakes have occurred
in its rendering heretofore. It ts cer- -
tain, for instance, that Naram-sin was
not the son of Saga-raktiyas, but of

san hidden for the first time by Xisu-
thrus. Thus, at an epoch anterior to
the 13th century before our era, the
king Kuri-galzu, who appertained to
the fourth or fifth dynasty of Berosus
made excavations in the mass of the
or fifth dynasty of Berosus, made ex-
eavations in the mass of the pyramid

success. Similar labors were under-

always for the same purpose, yet with

bly, as&he origirals of those of Lar-fSargon, t

taken by the kings of later periods,| N

ancient, king of Agane.
On'thé other hand, it is certian that
the name Saga-raktiyas occurs in con-
nection with the memoaial cylinder
discovered and copied by Nabonidus.
But Saga-raktiyas is placed several
reigns after Kuri-galzu, even, by Mr.
Smith ; hence it is necessary to con-
clude that _the tables of Larsam were

temple Ulhr by Sargon,.the father of
aram-sin. - -

no result. It was only at the period | extract from Mr. ant that he
shortly before the reign of the Baby- | regards the tables of as pure
MWMwamnhm¢mm1

sem e e :&nmmmw
ospe e By - Eﬁmuu.m ts- of his

Wﬁil:.balowa translation of the
inseription of Nabonidus, so far as re-
lates to these tables, following the ver-
sions by Lenormant, Oppert, and Me-
nant. It will be seen to be very frag-

inseription enable us 4o judge, that he

[

mentary. Nabonidus preceeds thus ;
by ] : ” ,__....-/ _ - J
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of the temple Ulbar, for the construe- |

There then follows the memorial |

Hebrew-speaking Semites had pre-
served one aecourd, and the Assyro-
Babylonians another, both baving
| been derived from one and the game
original souree, : ;

syriologists. The English are accus-
! toméd to place him in the 16th centu- |
ity B.“c, while the French, including
M. M. Lenormant, Menant, and oth-
{ers, with much more reasn, as wf
believe, assign him to the period about
2000 years 1. ¢. They assign Sagara-.
ktiyas to about the same epooh. Thus'
the existence of sacred writings in
Babylonia, 2000 yearS before oyr era,
seems to be quite well established.

- But-we have an important confir-
mation of the position wa have as-
| sumed, in the late diseovery of the|
“ Creation Tablets " and the- Izdhu-
“bar Series,” or. “ Deluge Tablets,” by
the lamented Mr, George Smith. This
author believes that-the eriginals of
the *Izdhubar Series? were written
soon after the death of this hero, whom
he identifies with Nimrod, the founder
of the Babylonian kingdom. As this
|m!unt of the deluge formed part of
the’ sacred writings, we must assign
the latter to-a period much earlier,
even, than that of 2000 B. C. At a
later period, however, and in his
“ Chaldean esis” Mr. Smith sub-
mits a chronological scheme, in which
he assigns the origin of the “ Deluge

However this may
be, that Abraham, before his depart-

was familiar with documents whose
contents were - subsequently known
under the form they take in the book

facts with which every Assyriologist
tis familidr. That papyri were in use
at this early period is suflicigntly evi-

dent from the investigation of both

That thé Abrahamites, therefore, pos-
sessed copies of the sacred writings
before their departure from Ur, is-not-
at all improbable. The book nf’(iene-
‘sj;is made up of three chief narradives.
First. The history of thig creation'gnd

todiluvian genealogy. Second. The
account of the deluge and of the set-
tlemencs of the posterity of Noah, the
constroction of the tower, ete® Thind.
The history of Abraham and his de-
scendants, of the sojourn of the Isreal-
ites in Egypt, till the time of Moses.
The subject matter included under the

Tablets * to the epoch 2000 B. C, as

Mosaic record actual- -

stantial reasons conld’ be ;':ih"'l'l, the °

ure from Ur, on the lower Euaphrates, '

{of ( :i'll'.'%iri_ n‘"-.']li'd ll“j established h‘\" i

Rev. A—H. Sayee and Dr) Tablot, B

of the fall, accompanied with the an- _

the lowest date, and the “ Creation
Tablets ” to the era between 1850 and

first and second heads must have been
familigr to Abraham, if from no other

It will have beés moticed in the |

than from the Babylonian sacred writ -
ings, whose existanee in his time is

2080 B, C. But these dates appear to
have

en adopted as the lowest possi-.

1-
nary Hiblical chronology ; it is obvious
that, in the author’s real qpinion, these
docdmenns appertained t> periods
some centuries earlier. It should be

in  this connection that the

Assyriologists generally assign should notlhave done so. Thas, Moses

dates for the eerly events and person- .

ages some five of six cemturies prior had at his command, beyond any

to those fixed by the majority of the,
e il

now o wmatter of {act.— The-matter in-
claded under the third Kead, must
bave been familiar to Modes; if-the

hecount of their varied fortunes, and if
his immediate posterity had dome the
same ; and it is i

family of Abraham had kept thd Jeast

mpossible that they

P e, ao, o e invet. 9030 i bk, thoror,

merely copies the private inscription | gations, that as carly as the time of ‘ﬂ!a‘.‘uﬁmﬂleﬁm of Moses.—

of iyas. But Nabonidus does | Kuri-galzu, 1350 B. C. the Babylon. | 7% Oriental Journal, |
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