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Christmas and its Folies.

It has come to us again, the 25th
of Deecember, chronicled, calendared,
celebrated Christmas. The day with
its superstition, its fellies and vices is
time honored, and that is all the
honor it has.
Christmas celebration by the masses
in onr lan | partakes more (f heathen:
_dom than of civilizatien, an'd has less
of religion in it than has a Suslay in
Italy. The day should not be: regarded
as any-more holy thamn any other day
simply for the reason that tl. e word of
God does not make it so,
the Bible says nothing about Ghrist-
mas. Yet, | insist that it shoakd not
be singled out and made more wakoly
than other days. It is but fair to
state, however, that- few r dligions
outside of the Papacy iteelf ensiwct.any
scenes commemoravive of the £ avaor’s
birth, and that the masses thin.k less
of the Redeemer on Christmas, thah
during any-other seasom .of the year.
The «dlemonstrations made 4pring mot
from faith in Christ.
Ax Indian asked some white anen
why ithey ficed so wany guns amd
made such .an uproar. “0, this e
Christmas!” “ Well, what is Christ-
mas " “Why, the day Christ wras
born.” ™ Then,” asked the Iundian,
* Who ds Christ ! Is he some great
warrior 2"

While I would join with all good

men and women in deprecating the
drunkennsss and varied licentiousness
‘which tind vent during Christmas
holiday thesougheut our land, and in
every land that claims to recoguize
Jesus as the Choist, I wish to em-
phasize the shocking truth that these
Christmas follies are confined to those
countrivs whose inhabitants prefess to
believe in Christ. The Hindoo, or
the Chinaman, or the North American
Indian would not think of getting
druunk, or of acting the simpleton on
Christmas day any more than any
other day. The truth is that the peot
~ heathen whose untatored mind and
‘beni soul we pity, would mot
get druak at all nor indulge in our
Christmas follies did not those whe
have their Bibles and profess to e
eivilized - introduce™ the evils amon;y

thew. _

~ In my travels through gy pt, Pales-
tine, Italy and France, from the time
1 left the English ship at Suez till 1
arrived in Paris, ] never saw a drunken

;-ﬂth humiliating enough to
know that oo this day or on any other
~ day Christ is so shamefully dishonored
that too by

know and er
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‘{made in eas!y times) to commemorate

|l eommensoration or any observance of

In truth-the manner of

In brief,

its licen se from the mischievous tra-
ditions « »f the Roman Catholie ¢hurch,
which hawe wmade their impress,
through. a time-honored custom, upen
even t'iose-who do not believe the
traditic ms of:the Papacy. 1 am econ-
vinced -that the pepular notiomns -of
Christ mas have grown out of an effort

an ev nt which God never intended
-shoul I'be eemmemorated. And Christ-
mas s a fair sumple of what eny

anything which God dees not require
in his word will come to.

The more T think of it the more 1
am convineed that the invention of
wen fo commemorate the birth of
Christ must be swept from our minds
if we would think aright of Jesus
partaking of our nature. His whole
life and his humiliation unto death

m should eome on Dee, 25th.

From the first the day was distin-
guished by religious ceremonies, ces-
sation from business, and by merri-
ment. During the middle ages it was
celebrated by the gay, fantastic spec-
tacle of dramatic mysteries performed
by persons in grotesque masks - and
singular costume. The scenery usual-
ly represented an infant in a eradle
surrounded by Joseph and Mary, bulls
heads, cherubisn and manifold orna-
ment, enlivened by dances and by
music of tambours, guitars, violins
and organs.

An old English tradition-bas it that
the oxen fell on their knees Christ-

| And twenty other gumes boys mo, Lecause

Now Kiogs and Queens poor sheep ootes
huve, and mate with every body,

The honest now muy play the knsve, and
wise men play the noddy,

Sowe youths will now a murming go,
some others play at Roland bo,

they will be merry."”

At that time when English clergy
wen delighted in the sports, kept
their hounds, and had their ecllars
well tilledl with wine, they made
Christmus a suitable festival for a
corrupt religion. The Roman Catholie
mode of observing Cliristinas, to-
gether - with its superstitions was
copied into-the Episcopal ritual, where

as was supposed, knelt in adoration
with the shepherds, but after the
change of date as to Christmas Eve,

are in perfeet haymony with his birth.
}Hence Christiany are taoght in the
word of Ged to commewmorate
death and this resurrection as the
summing up of all.
respect for {'hristinas day than for
any other day, and can not bave, be-
eause, God hae not taught that I should
have, but I have too much respect for
wyselfl and for Him whose holy name
I wear, to engage in the popular

Jhristmas amusements.

"The working of the mystery of
indquity fiom the early days of the
Christian religion made (and still
waintains the.making of) a fair show
inthe flesh, 8 pompous display, wo-
der the pretenec of celebrating Christ's
birth. Untauglit in the word of God,
and.a strange eontradiction of the eir-
cumctances atéending the birth and
life . of Christ,.this which is called
Chrietmas had. a bhard struggle for
eéven. a place in the Calendar, as also
Lent, Easter, Epiphany and various
other commemvrations of Popish
origin which have been eopied from
the ;¥apacy by some Protestant
churehes. )

Lent, for instarce, with its Ash
Wednesday and Shrove Tuesday—a
season .of fasting preparatory to
.Easter—embraced eriginally 36 days,
¢o which four days were added, be-
cause it avas remensbered that Jesus
fested 40 days. But who would im-
agine that-the modera Leont eommem-
orates or hes any reference to the 40
dagys fasting of Christ?

The time-of Lent was not fixed, be-
cause Easter was uncertain as to time
—and Lent was desjigned to im
mediately procede Easter. Bishops
and. Councils ¢ontended over the time
' when dlaster should come. Thinking
it not sufficient to bave “the flrst day
of the week” to eommemorate the
resurreetion of Ghrist, they must have
a grand display once a year. The
eontention waxe! warm until Vietor
Bishop of Rome denounced the whole
Esstern Church for opposing him in
the date v the fesst. Constantine, in
the Council of Nice, A. D. 825, de-
ereed that Esster should be the first
Sanday afier the fiest new meon,
which comes on of alter the 2%st of

No one knows whether Epiphany,
which means “ the appearance,” refers
to the appearance of the Magi or to
our Savior's manifestation to Israel

his |

I bave no mere |

|80 now is come onr joyfal feast, let

| the ox refused to change his time of
[ T .
! kllm-hng (just like an ox), g

| © Neander thought. that Christmas

was appointed for Dee 235th, to
[ counternet the Baturnalian revelry re-
[ wived in ITtely by Tullus Hostilius,
[ It may bé that from the Saturnalian
iuivlmﬁ(‘hcl'y Christmas der.wved some
| of its drunkenness, B
{  Having its origin in the
'l.-\]l(r:-mgt‘ the cbservanee of Christ-
mas came over into Eogland, and
through our English ancesters to us
in the follewing wanner. The licen-
tious, unprinc.pled and morderous
king Henry VILI. of England, who
was the first “ head of the Church of
England,” and who was at heart a
Roman Catholie, applied to the Pepe
for a divoree fromm Catharine of Ar-
ragon, that, he might marry Anne
Boleyn, of whom he was enamoured.
The Pope refused -or delayed it He
got the divorce frem Bishop Cranmer.
The Pope rescinded it and excom-
municated Henry WIIL.  Whereupon,
Henry, through his parliament; passed
an act abolishing the Pope’s power in
England snd  constituung  himself
“ the head of the Church or England ”
| (Episeopal). Becoming joalous of
Anne b'-.ull-_vn's attachruent to the
Protestant’s IKing Henry )this head of

the.church ) had her belicaded, and
{ the next day married Jane Ssymour,

great

Fdward V1. and his parliament did
someshing towards improving the
Church of England, but “ Bloody
Mary " put Bishop Cranmer to death
and restored the reign of her father,
and afterwards Queen Elizabeth be-
eame the first female Pone of Eng
land. It was during these bloody
times that the Episcopal doctrine was
made, or rather, taken from Popery,
and along with ic the rite of infant
baptism, dedication  of  mieeting
houses, bells and graveyfirds, and the
observance of Chiristmas as & réligions
festival.

Dr. Mosheim says of the 1Gth een-
tury : “ ['he progress of morality was
neglected amidst the tamult of eon-
troversy, and while every pen was
drawn to maintain certain systems of
doctrine, few were employed in eul-
tivating that noblest of al! sciences
which has viitue, life and manners
for its objeet.”

To give an idea of Christmas in
England I quote the following written
by Geo. Wither in 16th century :

~every man be folly,
_our mirth repine,
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mas Eve, as if in the act of devotion, |
| imitating the ox at Bethlelem, which, |

“leall that song of pure devotion from a

it rewains to this day—all exeept the

When 1 that
Christmas, and tind in it the nawme o
my Savior rounded with the term
“mass,” and think of its conventional
and ecclesiastieal import ;" when 1 re-

pronounce waord

multitule of the heavenly host prais
ing God and s:ilying, “Glory te God
in the highest, on earth peace, good
will to men,” and contrast it with

garlands |

the modern “ gloria in exeelsis Dwo,”
|

mas day, or on any other day. I
would only (if I ‘had the power) -
change the nature of the gifts and the
manner of giving. I would not take
the fruitless task of compuling how
much woney wmight be saved and de-
voted to better purposes by withhold-
ing toys from children, for, as a rule,
a man who is too'stingy to-Luy his
boy a whistle or a hobby-horse, would

the price of a toy into the ¢! urch
treasury ; but what I do insist upon
with a whole heart is that the church
receive our first outlay. The church
is more important than Cliistmes.
Yet, to the shame of Chri.tians, how

rensual enjoyment during Christmas
week, than they put i1te the Lord’s
treasury during the whole yvear?
How many Christians lay up money
to spead in a Chri-tmas frolie, wha
positively make no effory during the
| entire year to lay up money to

| to the church ?
L . L

Bive

L
If we have more pleasure in self-
indulgenee in conformity to the ways

| the bounding heav.nly joy in the
[one ; the pomp, ‘display, tinsel and
[ mock solemnity of the other; when I
think of the Redeemer’s lowly cradle,
and the stall where the ox did feed,
the plain, honest men who
shepherds, the unassuming Mary and
Joseph the carpenter, I am disgusted
with -any* attempt to reproduce the
scene. And strangely unlike eny
lessons which  we learn from the
humble Savior are the shows, decora-
tions, and performances ecclesiastical
which are meant to commemorate the
birth. of Christ and enacted in our
cities. “But chicfly the reins given to
folly and immorality—the heatherish
customs that have crept into civilized
life under Chrstmas license make me
wish the day had never been ap-
pointed.

It is very plain that the manner of.’
observing Christinas is not even sug- i
gestive of, much less eommemorative
of the birth of Christ. Whose mind
would pass in contemplation from |
decorated churech buildings, from at- |
tempts at display of musiec and art to
a manger in a stable at Bethlehem?
“Who would think of what will be done
to-day all over the land and at the
same time think of Christ, but for
the name given to it all —Christmas?
The lack of harmony here is strik-
ing. Would it not be better to call it
all Devilmass ?

Somehow people have received the
impression that sin is less sinful at
this season than at any other time,
that there is some excuse for a person
overstepping the bounds-of morality
and propriety during Christmas holi-
day. Surely such idea was never
formed while contemplating the ad-
vent of Christ. Ta put it in the
mildes: form . I would say that
thaughts - of our Savior are ratier
hindered than promoted during the
holiday. The se.som is characterized
by a general raligious stagnation,
This queer manner of Lailing * the
auspicious day " drives the people
away from Clrist. |

were

of the world, than we have deinir vur
fulut_v and enjoying our |-:i»ii--"_'¢--~ as
t Christians, our heart is in the w rong
| place, and our profession of love L.n
Christ is a hollow pretence,

If we would -have a true and last.
ing pleasure from our contemplation
of Christ’s advent we must rise above
the follies of the season and
“aith even to Bethelehem. The star
of hops will guide you there, and
though it eonduct you to a stable,
hesitatz not, but enter in, and behold
him who, though he was rich, yet for
oursakes became poor that we, throngh
his poverty might be made rich. Ye
who are rich, and who, if there be -
any so unrighteous, delight more es-
pecially in worldly show and external
grandeur, with whom wealth is every
thing" and character nothing: from
whose eyes poverty wonll hLide the
fires of genius, the glory o/ a fame nn-
tarnished and a nawe in heaven. (o
to Bathlehem and learn, if you may
yet l2arn, that poverty is furever res-
cued from eontempt, that lowliness of

go by

birth and of cireumstances may be
connected with the highest nabiljty.
Ye whe are poor, and whose Tives are
a struggle against poverty—who have
not the comfort« that wealth mighe
purchue—gu to }:vt:‘:fri:t}m and -:f_‘u
him who had net where to lay his
head, the King of Kings snd Lord of
Lords wrapped in swaddling clotlies,
lying in a manger. There learn that
poverty is no disgrace, there learn to
be content. Your Savior was poor,
With trembling woader lot us all
draw near the mystery of God manij-
fest in the flush, This halie is the
expectation of nati n-; that manger
contains the last hope of fallen- hu-
manity. “This child is set for the
rise and fall again of many in Israel

agsinat.” - .

With him are linked the destinies
of a world. He is the peacefal revo-
lutionist, the world conquerer who
subdues the heart, aud founds his
‘empire in his own blood.

and for a_sign that shall be* spoken

not be apt to give to the poor, or piF .

many of-them sp nd more money in -

-
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