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The Messenger Fund.

Lditor Messenger :

I see by a recent editorial that you

feel somewhat disappointed in the
smatter of the promised help to the
- MessexceEr from California; well 1
am not surprised that you are, for I
mmust confess that 1 am disappointed
amyself, not that the money was not
all raised by the first of January, for
1 did net look for that, but I expected
more would be done than has been.
‘Up to the present writing I have
“¥eceived only two reports in reference
sto it, from the agents appointed :
these are encouraging, one says count
on kim for - his proportion of the
281000, the other thinks he will make
his $25. g

Now, if every one goes to work, or
would go to work in this way, the
money would soon be raised. What
say you, agents, will you still make
-an effort? If you haven’t done any-
-thing yet, will you go te work now
and do something? And. brethren,
we ought to take the paper. We owe
to ourselves and to the cause on the
this coast to do all in our power to
build it up. !

There is not a denomination on the
coast thiat doesn’t support a denomina-
tional paper; even the Seventh Day
Adventists have a weekly paper,
which they are sending into every
nook and -cormner of the country.
Shall we, with all our boasted love of
the truth, with all our professed de-
votion to primitive Christianity, be
found lagging along behind, when we
‘have the ability, financially and
-otherwise, to accomplish this grod and
msuch needed work. Brethren of
Califgrnia, what say you ?

E. B. Ware

-

From Bro. T. M. Morgan.

Preasaxt Hmi, Or,
Jan. 7, 1880.
On Wednesday before New Year, I

. wreturned to Springtield to assist again

in the meeting still in progress, with
growing interest; notwithstanding the
storm. )

We had two more confessions at
night, and met on Thursday and at-
‘tended to the ordinance of bsptism.
At night we had another interesting,
meeting, also on Friday we had a
happy prayer meeting in which our
«cups were filled to oveiflowirg. And
at night we had a fine meeting re-
sulting in three additions, one by con-
Afession, 'the other two having been
members before. We met again at
eleven Ao M ,on Saturday, had another
«discourse, at the close of which, three
more came forward and took member-
wship that bad been members, after
which we repaired to the water and
aguinattended to the solemn ordinance
«of baptism. And allow me here to

—_.state that 'hil...mughihg.h the wa-

ter to bury those penitent believers
“in the liquid grave, every feature as-
simulated that of a funeral oceasion.
Solemnity evidently rested upon the
features of all present. .Although we

on Clristmas and New
Year's day in the presence of a large
-eoncourse of people, many of whom,
were mnon-professors, yet there was
mot the semblance of mirth or levity

amanilest wmong them. Said a pious

lady to her mather, (it being the first
immersion she had witnessed), “ It is
‘#he prettiest sight I ever beheld, T be-
lieve our Savior was baptized that
“’_' Qur Mh‘s closed at the wa
ter and I bastened to the station and

‘#ook the train for Cottage Grove to

engage in a meeting; refiocting on
the glorious mueting just’ close!, be-

~ing one of the Lappiess of my life,

where many hearts were made glad,

appreciated. Bro Cook, of Eugene,
has sgreed to bestow much labor there
whose heart is all aglow with the im-
portance of the good work. The Lord
helping I shall return on the third
Lord's day and spend another week
with those good brethren.

I should have gone to Cottage
Grove on Friday and commenced a
meeting at night, but being “ water
bound " it was impossible to get
there. So taking the train I arrived
there on Satuiday evening and found
things in & bad cendition for meeting
The bridges out of repair, the waters
in the way and the brethren mostly
living out in the settlement. But
fully determined to try, I hunted up
Bro. Shelly, (who ever spares no pains
and is willing to do any necessary
sacrifice, being fully conscious of the
deplorable condition of the cause at
that place), who gave out word and
we succeeded in getting together a
respectable . number of citizens and
had a rather pleasant meeting. On
Lord’s day we had a fair attendanes
but none from the settlements. At
night we had a good audience consid-
ering the severity of the storm, and
the attention . was profound, and the
congregation seemed to some extent
to appreciate the importance of the
work. Wishing to know the senti-
ment of the congregation, I took a
vote as to whether we should continue
the meeting if the weather would ad-
mit of it, the majority voting for the
meeting. On that night it stormed
fearfully ; on Monday the rain con-
tinued until the branches and sloughs
were 80 swollen and the bridges sub-
m.rged even so much so that some
feared the bottom wonld all be inun-
dated, consequently we were compelled

| to dismisw our wmeeting, expecting if
the wealher permit to return and,

commence on Friday night before the
Ist Lord’s day in February, to contin-
ue as long as the interest will demand.

I am in high hopes of the work at
Cottage Grove being & success. But
the scattered “ sheep” must be fisst
Fhunted up and got tagether. Although
they have been without a shepherd
for sometime and perhaps some have
strayed into the mountains I think
they would yet recognize the Muster's
voice, and would be willing to return
to the shepherd and bishop of their
souls.

make a visit to every member and
make their case personal matter. The
Great Shepherd “loves his sheep,”
and certainly it is the duty of the
evangelist to lovk after those scatter-
ed brethern. Brethren think not
strange when your evangelist looks
after you, you can make heaven re-
Joice by returiiing to the fold.
T. M. MoRrGaAx.

SaN Buesa Vestura, CaL,
December 28, 1579,
Der Messenger :

At last 1 can send you a subscriber
for the MEssexGER.

All adwit that the MESSENGER is a
good paper and worth the price, but
the few brethren here are from the
East, and those who feel able to take
a religious paper prefer to take one
from the part of the country from
which toey came.

As for gesting snything suhseribed
toward the $1000 to help the MEsseN-
ger it is impossible in this part of the
State.

Our little ehurch is dead; the

brethiren and sisters are scattered, all
of them poor in this world’s goods
very few of them have homes and
some have lost everything on account
of hard times. '
Bosiness is so uncertain in Califor-
le so constanaly moving

nia, and peop

It will devolve on the evangelist to-

|

Hill, whose fervent labors are well lrwd
Weare all in good health exo::epti

mother who has not been well for the
past year. I have been teaching for
a year, but have vacation now.
My love to all the Oregon friends.
' Mgs. O. Brapsgaw.

Prraroma, Cac,
Jan. 5, 1880,
Bro. Campbell : ‘

I wish Bro. 8. C. Adam’s lecture on
Seventh Day Adventism, might be
published in a tract or pamphlet form,
po that it could be circulated all over
this coast, yes, in fact, far and near.

We need such an exposition and
commant here in Petaluma. Would
take pleasure and interest in circulat-
ing such a work; and I believe it
would do a wonderful sight of good.
I noticed the power of his quotations
in the word of God %00 plain to be
missunderstood.

I suggest the idea. It would be
well, I think, if our Christian sisters
as well as brothers, would take hold
of this plan of converting our near
and dear far-off friends. 1 have no
money that*] would spend more freely
for the spread of the Gospel than in
this pleasant way.

—B. ¥.-Youxa.

Skepticism.

BY FROF. BANFORD.

Among the wost impertant influen-
ces that have been brought to bear up-
on the different religious and philoso-
phical systems of the world, may be
mentioned the tendency to skepticism.
By skepticismu we mean the habit of
mistrusting evidence, though the term
is more commonly employed aselat-
ing to certain kinds of evidence, and
especially to evidenee of a religious
nature. y

Itis not strange that among the
conflicting theories of philosophy and
morals, such a tendency should rise.
The history of philosophy is in the
main, but the history of two great
aystems, the scnsational and the ideal.
From themn have_sprung all the miner
schools of philosophy, and, in one form
or the other, they have shown them-
selves in the religious belief of every
people.

In tracing the progress of these op-
posing systems, wé tind! that in every
age men have run to extremes in one
of these twodirections. Hardly does the
philusopher becniue abserh.d in inves-
tigating the lacts of sensdfion, when
the nu uber, variety and magnitude of
the pheuon ena seem w ovverwhelm
him_ and he miukes seusition the bas-
is of every w.ntal state, while he dis-
paragas the value of other faculties
Ou the othwer hand, let the metaph ysi-
cian become wrapped in the contem-
plation of the powers I rewson, and
he begins at once to deirsct irom the
value of the senses, and to jook with
coutempt upon allexperimental knowl-
edye. "

As these tendencies are followed up
to their legitimate 1esults, we find the
first leading to egotism in morals,
atheism in religion, and materialism
in philosophy ; while ‘tin the latter
case they have given rise to religious
ratioualism, to fatalism, and ultimate-
ly to complete pantheism. When,
the.efore, either of these systems has
been carried to ruch an extent that it
could no lenger impose upon the cre-
dulity of mankind, skepticism has
sprung up, or, in other words, the
common sensé of mankind bas rebell-
ed against the current philosophy of
the age. ol 5
Had skepticism been content fo'
keep within its proper limits, and to
confine itself to the task of exposing
the errors in the different systems of
philosophy, it would have been “the
means of much good in
the world; but like the philosophies
which it was endeavoring to_expose,
it, too, ran.to an extreme, and culmi-

| nated h&!ﬁ-f--h t_‘-ﬁ‘:- possible
ken | This spirit of skepticism has shown

-
9

| ¢ s :
| itself in three prineipal-forms, cnlle_d‘ Every persoon engaged in growing

absolute skepteism, authoritative

in that disposition of mind which de-
nies the certainty of any kind of
knowledge. It is rarely found, and
when it does appear it is only among
the more thinking classes of mankind.
* It has its best representative in the
person of David Hume, who having
gone, as he thought, to the very bot-
tom of the foundations of the conflict-
ing schools sensationalism, and ration-
alism, reached the conclusion that
neither our sensations nor our reason-
ing faculties can be relied upon, and
that the requirement of positive
knowledge of any kind is an impossi-
bility. This branch of skepticism has
not, to our knowledge, any distingui-
shed representative at the present
time.

The next braneh that we shall no-
tice, the skepticiam of ignorance, is
contined to an entircly different class
of men. It js peculiar to the less edu
cated and more unthinking portion of
mankind. It is this kind of skepti-
cism that has marked the great pe-
‘riods of unbelief that have existed at
different times in"the world’s history.
Current systems of belief will from
various causes become shaken to their
very centers, and the people, sympa-
thizing in the work of destruetion,
will carry it on till ‘every vistage of
their former faith is swept away. The
next generation will grow up unedu-
cated in any belief, and a skepticism
will follow, not resulting from any de

skepticism and the skepticism of ig- | P
norance. Absolateskepticism consists [

Frurrs or FLowggs skould take a pa-
er exelusively devoted to thesa sub-
Jeets, as is PUrRDY's Fruir RECORDER
AND COTTAGE GARDENER—a monthly
of*16 pages, at only $100 per year,
published in that gmt. FIuLer {‘:;y
and fruit seetion, Rochester, N. Y,
but owned and edited by A. M. Purdy,
of Palmyra, N. Y, a life-l fruit
grower and Horist, aad now having
over one hundred acres in fruits, low-
ers, &c., and editing his paper from a
practical daily experience, and years
of close observation and study. Send
to bim at Palmyra, N. Y, for a speci-

by sending on the subseription price
now ($100) you the full velume
for 1880 and either of the following
preminms, postpaid, now or next
spring, as yon may choose: The three
last numbersfor 1879, or Purdy's Small
Fruit work of 64 pages, or either his

inches, or four assorted pot-crown
reses, or four assorted geraniums, or
ten papers assorted choice flower seed,
or one strong root of the most beauti-
tul, bardy and fragrant Honeysuckle
grown—the Heleana, or 25 assorted
strawberry plants of the best sorts
gmvm for this latitude, or 6 assorted
ardy raspberry plants, or 6 best har-
dy goeseberries. :
-—————————

THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL for
January, 1850, comes early into the
inte the field of American literature
for the new year.. lts topies are se-
lected with particular reference to the
the season, and each one has an im-
portant practical bearing. It is rare

‘month te month ecovers a broad field,
and yet so effectively instructs and
interests its readers. To be sure its

signed rejection of the spiritual faith
of wankind, but from ignoranee of
what there is to believe in. It is to
this cause that much of the religious
skepticism and infidelity of the pres-
ent day may be referred. —Ewr.

Literary Notices. -
Now 1s Tue TiMe 10 Susscring to Fraxk
Lesvuie's Porovar MosTHLY,

The Junusry Number—commencing a
new volu ne-—of this very excellent maga-
zine is an nousnally attractive one in its
literary and artistic d+ partments. 3

The department of fiction is very attrac-
tive. The stories are by some of the most
popular writers, and ene by N Roubjason,
telling “*How Mr. Nobbles took liis iBride
ard Mother-in- Law to the Niaga Is,”
with its comie illustrations, every y who
can appreciate gennine bumor will esjoy.
There are poems by Neliie C. Hastings,
Rev. M. G. Watkins, A. A. Wautts, ete.,
some admirable sketches, and an abnndaut
misce llanv embracing a variety of subjects
Notes of Travel, Fun, Beience, ete., ete.
There are 128 quarto pages, with about
100 illustrations, together with a Leantiful
colored [rontispiece, entitled **Maternal
Solicitnde.”” Those of onr readers who
desire pleasant and instructive reading
should subseribe to Frask Leslie’'s Popu-
lar Monthly for the new year. The annual
subscription is $3, single copies, 25 cents,
postpaid. Address, Frank Leslie's Pub-
lishing House, 563, 50 & 57 Park Place, N.
: S AL :

A New Vonoue.

Littell s Living Age enters upon ils one
hundred and forty-fourth volume in Jan-
uary, 1t has just begun the publication,
from advanocw sheets, of & new serial story
by an author who does not often come be-
fore the publie, but has done some of the
best literary work of the day. Those who
have read ‘' Dorothy Fox,” and “*Hero Car-
thew,” by Mrs. Parr, published some

may expect in her new story, !* Adam and
Eve,” one of the freshest and most charm-
ing nerinls of the present time. Another
new serial, by Mrs. Oliphant, also recent-
ly begun in the Liring Age, promises to be
one of the suthor's best productions. In
this department of the magazine, through
the year, the best foreign anthors are rep-
rescnted, and the choicest short stories are
inelnded.

The publishers present to new snbserib-
ers fur 1850 the six nambers of 1879 which
contain the epening clapters of the two
new serials above mentioned. The present
is tharefore u favorable time for beginning
a subseription. For fftytwo unmbers
(besides the free numbers) of sixiy-fodr
Jarge pages each (or over 3300 -pages a
year), the subsoription price ($8.) in low;
while for 81050 the pablishers offer
send any one of the Amerioan §4

years ago, do not need be told that they | Bazar

10|

work relates to human nature special-
(ly, but one would think it difficuit to
| provide fresh matter month after
| month, in such a tizll. The Journal,
| however, is & demonstration —of
|the extent of the resourees at
| the eaun mand of the earnest student.

Taken altogether, as we hinted at
the beginning of this notice, the num-
ber is an excellent introduction to the
new year, and will please the large
circle of the Jouinal's subseribers.
The price of this Journal is now only
22 00 a year; single numbers 20 cents.
To each yearly subscriber is given.a
Phrenologist bust, or & book premium.
Address the publishers, S. R. Wells &
Co,, 737 Broadway New York.

A Revelation Burst.

Upon the public press and medical pro-
fession, when over twenty five years ago,
that grand resnlt of medical resesrch and
synthetie »kill, Hostetter's Stomach Bit-
ters, was giveo to the world., Soom after
it bad beco started oa i § curative mission
it was di~covered that the botanie proper-
ties far lnrpulwl-tgm of the approved
mineral remedies of the day. Not tLe
least smong 1he good vunsequences of its
general use has been to dissbuse men's
minds of many sbsurd medical fullacies,
and to demonstrate the superiority of veg-
etable remedies. It conqners auvd pre-
vents malarial fevers, dyspepsia, chronie
constipation, a tendency to kidney and
bladder ailments and rbeumatism, and is
of the greatest value in cases of bodily
trouble srising from weiknéss. Old peo-
ple sre greatly sided by it, and it is bighly
serviceable to convalescents snd ladies in
delicate health. It i» moreover, a usefunl
medicine to ke with one ou long jour-
neys, and coantersots the effeets of mental
exhuustivn. '

L Sl SR L A,

Andrew's Bazar and its New
Year's Gift.

We presume there are bat very few of
our ledy resders who are unscqusined
with the Fasbion Journal, Andrew's
! eareer of this sparxling paper
has been but little short of the marvelous.
It begius its seventh volume with a sub-
seription listof 75.000. Rusines energy
and !airdul;{nu, promises kept and a con-
stant saoceession of good things, have da-
servedly given AxprEw s Bazar the high
position it veoupies in blic esteem.
Aflcr & perusal of uny namber of it
every reader must wonder how a
which offers 8o many attractions csn be
forbished at its warvelously low price,
ouly $1 00 per year ; when, in addition to
this, we ascertsin that every subscriber re-
ceives 50u. worth o putterus free, our per-

ity increases ; aud when we fiod 1hat
i _one who subscribes before

" e

the extea
both post,aid. Littell &
the publishers,
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men ccpy. [t will speak for itself, Or™

beautiful Fruit or Flower piece, 13x16

to find a serial publicatlor which from .
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